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Celebrating Young Professionals at FLEX Presents 
Congratulations, Kaleb Lewis, 2025 Young Professional of the Year 

The Future Leaders & Entrepreneurs 

Exchange (FLEX), the young 

professionals group for Venango 

County, hosted its annual awards 

ceremony, FLEX Presents, on 

Thursday, April 24 at Forever Farms 

in Franklin. The evening began with a 

cocktail hour, networking, socializing, 

and a pasta bar dinner. With over 115 

attendees, it was one of FLEX’s best-

attended events yet, and Forever 

Farms provided a beautiful backdrop. 

The program opened with remarks 

from FLEX President Devin Zagar, 

who spoke on the importance of 

recognizing young professionals: 

“Recognition isn’t just about awards 

or applause. It’s about pausing to 

acknowledge the people investing 

their time, energy, and ideas to make 

a difference.” Vice President Cassady 

Calder, director of DeBence Antique 

Music World, also spoke about how 

essential it is to foster future 

generations to ensure the continuity 

of our community’s story. Committee 

chairs Juliet Hilburn (Membership), 

Joseph Brooker (Development), and 

Nicole Burton (Events & Fundraising 

Co-Chair) shared updates on FLEX’s 

work to support young professionals 

throughout the year. 

2024 Young Professional of the Year, 

Tyler VanWormer, reflected on the 

importance of honoring young 

professionals now, not just viewing 

them as "up next." He then introduced 

this year’s nominees: Maddison 

Baker, Joseph Brooker, 

Mark Cangemi, Noah 

Cowles, Matthew Craig, 

Mara Foster-Gray, Hannah 

Gamble, Juliet Hilburn, 

Kobe Kahle, Libby Kiefer, 

Kaleb Lewis, Randilyn 

Lewis, and Elsa Tovar. 

After celebrating all the 

nominees for their 

incredible impact, Kaleb 

Lewis was announced as the 2025 

Young Professional of the Year. Kaleb 

was recognized for his leadership in 

community arts—hosting open mic 

nights, art galleries, and special 

effects makeup workshops—and for 

founding The Hannah Project, a 

nonprofit supporting at-risk youth 

aging out of foster care. His creative 

contributions and commitment to 

staying and investing in Venango 

County were praised. 

The evening was filled with pride and 

inspiration, as Zagar noted: 

“[Everyone’s] presence tonight uplifts 

and encourages the next generation 

to keep pushing forward, to lead 

boldly, and to stay connected to the 

communities we call home.” 
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What really drives success? Is it talent, IQ, or maybe a 

prestigious degree? According to psychologist Angela 

Lee Duckworth, it’s none of the above. In her impactful 

TED Talk, Duckworth introduces a different predictor of 

achievement - grit.  

Grit, as she defines it, is “passion and perseverance for 

very long-term goals.” It’s the blend of stamina and 

dedication that keeps you moving forward even when 

success feels distant or uncertain. Whether you’re 

building a career, launching a side hustle, or climbing 

the leadership ladder, grit might be the one quality that 

makes all the difference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In just under seven minutes, Duckworth shares her 

journey from consulting to teaching seventh graders, 

where she noticed something fascinating - her most 

successful students weren’t always the smartest. They 

were the ones who stuck with challenges, bounced back 

from setbacks, and kept showing up.  

Why should this matter to you as a young professional? 

Because in today’s fast-paced, constantly evolving work 

environment, being “gritty” may be more valuable than 

any technical skill. Cultivating grit means playing the 

long game - staying focused, being resilient, and 

showing up even when the going gets tough.  

This talk is a must-watch for anyone feeling the pressure 

to have it all figured out. It’s a refreshing reminder that 

success doesn’t come overnight - and that’s okay. 

Sometimes, the key to thriving 

isn’t moving faster, but simply 

not quitting.  

Watch the full talk by scanning 

here: Grit: The Power of Passion 

and Perseverance  

TEDTalk Spotlight: “Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance” 

Bike N Brew—SAVE THE DATE! 

Save the date for this year’s Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘N Brew on 

Saturday, July 19! Join us for an evening of biking, brews, and fun in 

downtown Oil City. This year, we’re excited to announce some 

exciting changes — In addition to sampling local brews and enjoying 

live music, you’ll be able to take part in a variety of outdoor activities 

and games, creating a true festival 

atmosphere. You won’t want to 

miss this fresh new twist on a 

favorite summer tradition!  

Want to take part in helping plan 

this great event? Join us at our next 

events zoom meeting on Tues, May 

6 at 6 p.m. by emailing 

flex@venangochamber.org 

http://www.cranberrywellnesscenter.com/
https://teamrossbacher.com/
https://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
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Member Profile: Kelsey May 

Kelsey May, owner of Kelsey May 

Photography, grew up in Franklin 

and graduated from Franklin High 

School before moving to Oil City. 

Thirteen years ago, she picked up her 

first camera, and after a few leaps of 

faith, she is now living her dream as a 

full-time photographer. She worked in 

healthcare for seven years before deciding to take the 

plunge and start her business. 

In 2024, Kelsey opened her studio at the Transit 

Building in Oil City. With the support of her family and 

artistic mentors, Kelsey went full-time in 2024, and her 

journey has been filled with gratitude for the 

opportunity to help people preserve their memories. 

Kelsey takes great pride in her work and in building 

lasting relationships with her clients, aiming to 

document their lives as their families grow. She is 

married to her “way-cooler-than-me” husband and is a 

proud mom to a 2-year-old daughter and a black lab.  

In her free time, she enjoys cycling, watching Pittsburgh 

sports, being outdoors, and having fun with her family 

and friends. She loves exploring local restaurants, 

attending festivals in Oil City and Franklin, and enjoying 

the parks and bike trails in the area.  

The beautiful landscape and supportive community are 

a few of the reasons she loves calling Venango County 

home. 

Welcome to FLEX, Kelsey! 

Oil City Cleanup—Thank you Volunteers!!! 

https://www.7footproductions.com/
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Member Profile: Stephanie Staub 

FLEX MISSION: FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals 
by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the  
sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership  

development, and networking.  

CONNECT WITH US:     VenangoFLEX.org   •   flex@venangochamber.org 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub 
Events Committee: Tuesday, May 6 •  6:00 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Marketing Committee: Thursday, May 8 •  Noon •  Zoom 

Membership Committee: Tuesday, May 20 •  Noon •  Zoom 

FLEX Monthly Meeting: Monday, May 26 •  5:30 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Check out our Facebook page or contact us for meeting zoom links at 
flex@venangochamber.org 

Interested in membership? Contact Juliet Hilburn at juliet.hilburn@gmail.com 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub May Events & Meetings: 

Welcome New Members! 

Raven Nespor 

Richie Dickson 

Josh Gamble 

Taylor Meyer 

Emily Fendler 

Elijiah Cowles 

Maddox Scott 

Libby Kiefer 

Daniel LoBuono 

Bailey Morneweck 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Event Photos: FLEX Presents 

https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbN_WlxJMaHGk-9tfxFjAnw

