Meet the Leacdership
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See pages 9
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Business is hard. It's harder alone. You are not alone.

SUPPORTING NEW MEMBERS
MEMBERS B e

Contact: Kevin Briggs Contact: Erin Wanninger
429 Wiley Avenue 2 West Front Street
- V|S|ONARY - Franklin, PA 16323 Oil City, PA 16301

(814) 432-4919 woodsandrivercoffee@gmail.com
kbriggs@staff.vgsd.org

vgsd.org Andrew Tabler
Washington, D.C.

Titusville Iron Works andrew@andrewtabler.com

Contact: Bob Joyce andrewtabler.com

315 South Franklin Street

Titusville, PA 16354

(814) 775-0545

bob@windfallrodshop.com

CHAMBER EVENTS

Christ Episcopal Church Mixer « November 17

Join us for a Business After Hours Mixer with Christ Episcopal
Church in Oil City on November 17 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
RSVP by emailing Tessa at tboyham@venangochamber.org

Cross Creek Joint Holiday Mixer « December 7

Join us for a Business After Hours Mixer with the Titusville,
Meadville, and Franklin Chambers at Cross Creek Resort on
December 7 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. RSVP by emailing Tessa

at tboyham@venangochamber.or
— BUILDER — Y 8 8

Roser Technologies Inc. (RTI) Find Chamber event and registration information at:

venangochamber.org/events

FIND US QW/&/VW Our office will be closed on

November 24 & 25 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
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Ashley Sheffer to Focus on Business Full-Time After 6 Years With Chamber

When Ashley Sheffer was crowned Oil Heritage Festival
Queen in 2011, we don’t think she had any idea it would
result in an 11-year relationship with the Venango
Chamber. What started out as volunteer work, turned
into a recurring internship, and then a full-time position
as Be Here Program Manager six years ago.

Ashley has been a crucial part of the Venango Chamber
team and has advanced the Be Here Program through

events, videos, billboards, and county-wide recognition.
It has been our pleasure to work closely with her, and in
the last few years, to watch her grow Core Goods.

Now, it’s time for her to focus full-time on her business
as we welcome a new Be Here Program Manager. But,
we wanted to ask some of the people who have worked
with Ashley over the years to say a little something to
wish her well!

Ashley, you work so very
hard at everything you do
and we're so very proud of
you! Wishing you many
blessings in your next steps
forward! We love you!

- Mom & Dad

Working for and with Ashley at Core
Goods has been a dream come true. I'll be
Ashley's second employee leaving to start
a small business, which speaks to her role
as a leader and entrepreneur mentor in
our community.

It's nice to find others whose mission
aligns with yours, and Ashley has been
one of those people for me. We are so
looking forward to a future of
collaborating with her and with Core
Goods!

- Marcy Hall

From the time | met Ashley as an
intern, | knew someone very special
had come into my work and my life.
She brought a creative, thoughtful
perspective to the Chamber, and an
infectious spirit. Her impact on our
organization and our community are
already providing legacy. | can't wait
to see what lies ahead for Ashley and
those of us lucky enough to share her
journey beyond Be Here.

- Susan Williams

Ashley was my first connection to FLEX
and the Chamber back in 2016. She
immediately made me feel welcome and
excited to be a part of this community.

Ashley's unique perspective on the world
has challenged and inspired me to be
more thoughtful and considerate of others
and the planet.

I've learned so much from her. And her
ridiculous sense of humor has made it an
absolute joy to be here!

- Kat Thompson

Ashley, you've not only been my co-
worker for the last four years, you've
become one of my very best friends. I'm
going to miss our long talks, your weird
jokes, and seeing your face almost
everyday.

I am so proud of you and | can't wait to
see how you continue to develop your
business and your self and everyone
around you. Love you so much!

- Tessa Byham

Ashley has been a dynamic force within
the Oil City Main Street Program for a
number of years now, and has grown from
an interested volunteer to chair of 2
committees, in addition to becoming a
small business owner.

We couldn’t be prouder that Core Goods
continues to grow and require her full
time focus. Ashley's energy, insight, and
attention to detail are an inspiration to
others. We're so glad that she is a part of
our community!

- Kathy Bailey

Ashley won'’t be far! You can find her at Core Goods, the store she
founded and opened in 2019, which is currently located at 219
Seneca Street in Oil City but will be moving to 2 East

First Street in Oil City sometime in November.

Ashley has been an important part of my
experience at the Chamber since the very
beginning. | have loved every moment working
with her and will miss her personality and input in
the office. As a student studying entrepreneurship,

| also have loved watching Ashley begin and grow
her own business. She has certainly been an
inspirational person in my life.

We wish her all the best and will continue to work
together on community projects and support her as
a Chamber member and always, as a friend.

- Heather Hondel
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CHAMBERNEWS

Keeping the Chamber in the Loop

Here at the Chamber, we love to share
your information! Whether it be
through an article in this newsletter, on
the phone when we are referring you to
a caller, or by handing your business
card to someone who walks into our
office, we love telling your stories.

In order to tell your stories and share your information best,
we always want to have your most current contact info, logos,
business cards and more.

Here are some ways you can always keep us in the loop:

e Drop off a stack of business cards or brochures for us to
keep in our office

e Update your business or organizations information for our
membership directory (Contact Tessa to find out how you
can do this online!)

e Submit your stories, news, and updates to be shared in the
next edition of the Chamber newsletter

Save the Date - Chamber Annual Dinner

The Venango Chamber will hold its Annual Dinner on Wednesday,
February 15 of 2023. This is the annual event where we recognize
excellence in the Venango Area.

Join us at Cross Creek Resort where we will celebrate our Citizen
of the Year, Business of the
Year, and Partner in Business
of the Year, all of which will be
announced in the coming

months.

Citizen of the Year nomination
forms are available on our
website and registration for the
dinner will open in December.

On the Cover: The Leadership Venango Class of 2023
is pictured at the Venango Campus following their
October session. Find their bios on pages 8 & 9.

Missing from the photo is Kate Whitling.
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MEMBER NEWS

VCAB Purchases New Van

The Venango County Association for the
Blind averages approximately 26,000
miles a year taking people from Clarion,
Venango, and Forest counties to medical
appointments, social service
appointments, pharmacies, delivering
grocery items, and more. Thanks to their
supporters, they were able to purchase a new 2022 Chrysler
Voyager from Mobility Works in Monroeville.

“Approximately 34% of the individuals that utilize our specialized
transportation service are mobility impaired, and this van has
enabled us to provide much needed transportation for those
clients,” says executive director Krysta Carson.

Krysta continues, “We are so appreciative of everyone who made
this purchase possible. Thank you to all of our supporters, board
of directors and employees for making a difference.”

If you are interested in learning more about the services VCAB
offers, contact them at (814) 676-1876.

Jill Foys Named State Association Chair

Executive Director of the Northwest
Commission, Jill Foys, was recently elected
Chair of the Local Development District
Association of Pennsylvania (LDDAP). The
Association represents the commonwealth’s
52 Appalachian counties that are served by
seven Local Development Districts (LDDs).

The LDDs are the local partners of the
Appalachian Regional Commission created in
1965 and governed by a Federal Co-Chair appointed by the
President and Board of Directors consisting of the Governors of

the thirteen states of the Appalachian Region.

“I am grateful to be elected to lead our state association. There is
so much opportunity for partnership at the local, state and
national level. As a result of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act, ARC and Pennsylvania will receive unprecedented levels
of funding for community and economic development projects.
The goal of the LDDs is to provide technical assistance to any
municipality or non-profit who has a project that is consistent
with the five goals of ARC; Building Businesses, Workforce
Ecosystems, Community Infrastructure, Regional Culture and
Tourism and Building Leaders and Local Capacity.”
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MEMBER NEWS

Support Local Artists This Holiday Season

ARTS O0il City has partnered with Artists
Sunday to unite customers, individual artists
and local businesses in promoting the purchase
of art during the busiest shopping weekend of
the year. Everyone is invited to save the date
for Artists Sunday on November 27.

Artists from around our community will be hosting open
studios and sales, and local businesses will be
participating in the day as well. Shoppers will also be
treated to special musical performances throughout the
day. Opera Singer, Jamie Bastello, recently relocated from
Santa Fe, NM, will sing arias at different artists venues.

ARTS 0il City is inviting all Oil City professional

artists, creators and makers to join them in

participating in this art-focused shopping day.

We are also seeking businesses to host artists

who do not have public studios. Interested
artists and business owners should contact ARTS 0il City
no later than November 10.

Participating artists will receive an Artists Sunday
comprehensive marketing toolkit to help you promote to
your own customers and followers. Artists and
businesses interested in participating can email
bpierce@oilregion.org for more information.

Our Library Does That?! A Series with Natalie Cubbon,

Projects Coordinator for the Oil Region Library Association

Oil Region libraries have made significant efforts to
diversify borrowable collections in order to fulfill more
community needs. We have moved way beyond providing
just books; instead we look to provide all types of
resources people may need, like household tools &
equipment, board games & so much more.

Tools & Equipment

Certain tools and equipment can be costly and
inconvenient to acquire. If you're unsure of what you need
or whether it's even worth buying for yourself, borrowing
tools for free from your library can be very valuable.
Household tools such as power drills, stud finders, laser
levels, air quality monitors, bolt cutters, and thermal leak
detectors are available to borrow from any ORLA location,

free of charge with your library card.

WiFi HotSpots are consistently our most popular item - for
$10 per week, WiFi Hotspots provide an internet
connection anywhere in the nation in range

of a cellular connection.

Games

From Monopoly to Nintendo, games are a
great way to wind down or spend quality
time with friends and family. But games,
especially video games, can get expensive
very quickly. We are pleased to offer many
different types of gaming experiences at

ORLA locations: Oculus Quest 2, Nintendo Wii, and many
different types of board games and card games. All gaming
items are freely available to borrow with your library card
and make for a great way to have a fun-filled weekend
without breaking the bank!

STEM Kits & Experience Passes

STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) topics
and activities have become wildly popular in schools and
libraries all over the country. That's why we began
offering STEM Kits to check out with your library card!
STEM Kits consist of robotics, coding, and building sets
that allow kids to explore different fields of science in a fun
and engaging way. These Kkits are just as great in the
classroom as they are at home!

Experience Passes give you the opportunity to visit local

museums and parks for free with your library card. We

recently partnered with Drake Well Museum & Park to
offer Experience Passes for free family
admission, and will soon be partnering
with the Venango Museum of Art, Science &
Industry to do the same.

For more information and to see a full list of
borrowable items,  you can visit
oilregionlibraries.org/books-more/tools-kits

-games-more/ or any ORLA location.
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Business Tip of the Month: Collaborating Across Businesses

When you own a business, it can be
easy to focus on competitors. We
suggest, however, to consider how you
can collaborate, not compete, with
other businesses. Here are ideas:

Connect: First, get to know other
owners. Drop by to say hi or invite
them for coffee. If you have a few like-
minded business owners in your circle,
you could even schedule regular group
meet-ups.

Cross-Promote: Help spread the word
about these neighboring businesses.
Keep business cards on your counter,
share social media posts, and send
customers to them.

Partner: There are many ways you can
actually partner, too, such as:

e Events: If you're physically close
to each other,
together, like a block party. If
you're far, you could do a pop-up,
when one business sets up at
another for a brief period of time.

o Contests: Encourage customers to
visit both businesses by having a
contest, where they get a certain
discount or gift if they visit both.

e Products: Depending on what
products you sell, you could use

or sell each other's items.

Find real-life of local
partnerships from businesses like The
Barnard House, Trails to Ales, and
reading the

extended version of this article on our

examples

Scierka’s Tavern by

host an event
blog at venangochamber.org/blog
Pictured: Breakfast at the Barnard

House made with ingredients from local
farms/businesses

ORA Announces Retirement & New Hire at VP Post

The Oil Region Alliance of Business,
Industry & Tourism announces the
retirement of Executive Vice President
Daniel Twombly and hiring of Debra
Sobina for the same position.

Twombly served as the Executive Vice
President of the ORA for the last
the
organization’s finances and managing
the rehabilitation of the Downs Building
in Oil City. He
September 30.

seventeen years, focusing on

officially retired

“My work career mirrors the legacy of

the region -- 25 years refining and packaging oil
products at the Pennzoil Refinery in Rouseville and, most
recently, working to preserve, interpret, and enhance the
birthplace of the oil industry through the ORA)”
Twombly said.

“We are sorry to lose the expertise and camaraderie of
Executive Vice President Dan Twombly,” said John R.
Phillips, II, ORA President and CEO. “But we wish him all
the best in this next phase of his life and thank him for
his 17 years of dedicated service to the ORA.”

Sobina was a founding board member
when the ORA was formed in 2005.
Throughout the years
numerous ORA board terms and offices

she served
including that of Treasurer, where she
worked closely with Twombly on the
ORA’s financial reports.

Sobina’s previous employment includes a
long history in the banking industry and
more  recently

administrative  and

academic positions at Clarion University.

“I am so genuinely happy to return to

work in Venango County and the Oil
Region National Heritage Area, and pledge my best
efforts to the board, staff and members of the Oil Region
Alliance, and to all the constituents of the Oil Region,”
Sobina said.

Twombly and Sobina worked together throughout much
of 2022 to ensure a smooth hand-off; both addressed the
ORA’s
meeting. Twombly reflected on favorite memories from

membership during the September annual

the post and Sobina looked forward to promoting
community vitality.
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Amanda Barber is the Assistant
District Manager for the Crawford
Area Transportation Authority. She
has experience with CATA as a driver,
dispatcher, and scheduler which has
contributed to a thorough
understanding of her work. Amanda
has also volunteered with Venango
County 4H, the Izaak Walton League,
and VARHA.

Jeanne Best is Marketing and
Training Coordinator and WEDnetPA
Partner for the PennWest Clarion
Small Business Development Center.
She is also a business owner of 10
years with a bachelor’s degree in
business management. Jeanne has
also volunteered for Clarion County
ABATE, CASA of Venango County, and
been a member of Rotary.

Stacy Ginkel is the President of K]
Consulting & Environmental Services,
which she founded in 2018. Stacy has
been involved with the American
Society of Highway Engineers since
2002. She currently serves on the
Board of the Oil Region Alliance and
ARTinCC, and is an avid runner with a
love for working with trail groups to
develop local trail systems.

Heather Hondel is the Marketing
Assistant for the Venango Chamber as
well as the Entrepreneurship
Program Manager for Venango
eAcademy, where she teaches local
seniors. She enjoys being involved in
her church, choreographing musicals
for Cranberry High School, and being
involved in shows at the Barrow Civic
Theatre.

Meet the

Class of 2023

Amanda Barker is the Branch
manager of the Cooperstown Library.
She has a bachelor’s degree in history
and master’'s degree in Library
Science, both from Clarion University.
She was nominated for FLEX Young
Professional of the Year in 2021,
started a German Speaking Club in
Franklin, and works with the Heritage
Society in Oil City.

Jess Funk is the Economic
Development Specialist for the
Clarion County Economic
Development Corporation. She has a
master’s degree in Organizational
Leadership from Brandman
University. Jess is a Board member of
Clarion Blueprint, and serves as
Secretary/Treasurer for Clarion Area
Young Professionals.

Seth Herrick is a Project Analyst at
UPMC Northwest. He began his career
with UPMC as a Radiologic
Technologist, then became the
Clinical Coordinator of the Radiologic
Technological Program, and now
serves as an analyst in Operations and
Administration. He has a master’s in
Health Services Administration and is
working on his doctorate.

Bill Hricsina is a Diesel Technician at
Klapec Trucking Company in Reno
where he inspects, repairs, and
maintains the fleet of around 80
trucks and 175 trailers. He earned his
diesel technician certification from
WyoTech Blairsville and earned his
CDL through Klapec Trucking
Company. Bill is also a member of the
Franklin Elks Club.
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Bridey Keller is the Assistant
Director of Human Resources for
Venango County where she is
responsible for recruitment for all
County positions as well as day-to-
day functions. She previously worked
in marketing for the Punxsutawney
Spirit Newspaper for 6 years and has
volunteered with the Girl Scout Troop
#26493.

Deb Shevitz is a General Ledger
Accounting Manager with North
Carolina-based business called The
Logistics Company. She has earned
bachelor’s degrees in both Accounting
and Finance from Penn State
Behrend. Deb was elected Jackson
Township Auditor and volunteers as a
Cooperstown softball coach and with
a Relay for Life team.

Ben Vincent is a Senior Civil
Engineer Supervisor in the
Maintenance Unit with PennDOT,
where he has worked for 11 years. He
has a bachelor’s degree in Civil
Engineering from the Pennsylvania
College of Technology. Ben started
volunteering with Cranberry Little
League this Summer when his son
started T-Ball.

Kaitlinn Young is the Human
Resources Coordinator at Webco
Industries, who has locations locally
in Oil City and Reno. She is currently
working towards earning a bachelor's
degree in Human Resource
Management. Kaitlinn is responsible
for setting up interviews and assisting
with the hiring process, as well as
coordinating events.

LEADERSHIP BIOS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8)

Daniel Newbury is a Real Estate
Entrepreneur who focuses on
property renovation and
development in Venango County. He
was formerly a biology teacher in the
United Arab Emirates and has a
bachelor’'s degree in secondary
education in biology. Daniel is also
involved in Youth Connection and a
member of FLEX.

Christian Snyder is the Human
Resources Manager for the Crawford
Area  Transportation  Authority.
Christian has 12 years of experience
in the Human Resources field,
working previously for Vanderbilt
University and the University of
Pittsburgh. He spends some of his
free time coaching the Franklin
Middle School baseball team.

Kate Whitling is the Project Manager
at Schake Industries where she is
responsible for scheduling, customer
relations, risk management, business
development, budgeting, and more.
She has a bachelor's degree in Public
Relations from Slippery Rock and is
working on her master’'s degree in
Project Management from Penn State
University.

Learn more about
Leadership Venango by visiting:

leadershipvenango.org
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EDUCATION UPDATE

In partnership with United Way Career Counselor, Deanna
Wakefield, Kat presented to Titusville High School seniors, as
THS launched VenangoREADY. She spoke about the

importance of the six attributes (listed at the bottom of this
page) - why they matters to businesses and that they are
crucial to success in their careers.

Central Electric Youth Tour

CEC is happy to once again invite high school juniors to attend Youth
Tour, a once-in-a-lifetime, all expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C.!
Students will join participants from co-ops around the country from
June 18-23 to experience all the nation’s capital has to offer. Students
will see the U.S. Capitol, tour historical sites, visit the Smithsonian and
Kennedy Center, meet with congressmen, and much more!

All high school juniors who reside in a home receiving electric service

from CEC are eligible. All application requirements must be completed
by February 3. To learn more or to apply,

visit central.coop/youth-tour
or call 800-521-0570.

BUSINESS PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIY: High School Career Events

Keep an eye out as local schools continue to add career events to the calendar.
Showcase your business at a career fair or practice interviewing skills through mock
interviews. This is a great way to connect with schools and promote your business!

11/10/22 - Rocky Grove: College/Career Fair
e Contact Beth Proper, bproper@staff.vgsd.org
11/10-11/22 - Cranberry: Mock Interviews
e Contact Heather Motter, hmotter@cranberrysd.org
11/17/22 - Titusville: Mock Interviews
Pictured above: Bobbie jones e Contact Bridget O’Neill, boneill@gorockets.org

from Webco Industries with
OCHS students, Arik and Elijah

To learn more about the Chamber’s involvement in education, join our email list at:

www.venangoready.org or view the education page at: www.venangochamber.org/education

Work Ethic * Tactfulness & Manners » Communication * Teamwork ¢ Critical Thinking & Problem Solving * Understanding Supervision & World of Work
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

Luther Place

With Paul Harman, Property Manager

Tell us about Luther Place.

We are a senior housing facility, which offers not
only housing for adults 62 and older; we also
work in conjunction with local, state, and federal
agencies to allow the tenants to utilize and be
involved in many opportunities.

What is one thing about Luther Place that
might surprise people?

| believe that people would be surprised by how
involved our tenants want to be, no matter what
their age. Our residents are important members
of the community, and they have a lot to offer.
Sitting down with them and having a
conversation or just listening to them talk
amongst themselves is rewarding and
informative. Don't be fooled by thinking that they
have limits. They will surprise you!

What do you love most about operating in
Venango County?

Venango County offers a variety of opportunities

for outdoor activities. Along with the various
activities, working in Venango County allows us to
work with people that we know and people that
we don't know, but eventually get to know.

Venango County offers a close-knit group of
professionals who are all working toward one
goal - to improve the region.

What steps do you plan to take in the future
to further improve your organization?

We are planning to dress up our curb appeal so
that people in Oil City actually know that we are
there. We are also working on getting more
involved with the community by having some of
the activities outside and by inviting and involving
local businesses into our monthly activities.

Finally, we are working on improving the attitude
that people have toward senior living facilities.
We are alive and well and look forward to seeing
you out in the community!

1 Sycamore Street
Oil City, PA 16301
(814) 678-0052

Paul.Harman®@lutheranseniorlife.org

lutheranseniorlife.org
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MEMBER NEWS

Gilhousen Celebrates 54 Years with
Rossbacher

Rossbacher Insurance Group is proud to
announce Carol Gilhousen’s 54th anniversary
in insurance. Carol started her career with
Williams Insurance Agency in 1968 as an
insurance clerk. She became a licensed
insurance agent in 1982 and has held that
position ever since. She has helped hundreds of
individuals and families with their personal
insurance during her career as an agent.

Fifty-four years in a career is quite an accomplishment and
Rossbacher recognizes that. Carol remarks a lot has changed since
then, but meeting with her customers and helping them protect
their major investments has always been one of the best parts of
her career.

“You get a lot of satisfaction from helping the clients,” stated Carol.
When we get calls for quotes or service calls from current clients,
most are stressed over buying a new home, car, or adding a young
driver. I like to put them at ease right away by taking the lead and
letting them know they can relax. As the years went by, [ couldn’t
think of anything I would rather do.”

Congratulations Carol!

Allegheny Mountain Flooring Used in “Floor
of the Year”

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood
Flooring (AMHF) was excited to
be included in a recent project in
Tampa, FL. Installers, Integrity
Floors, installed the flooring in a
performing arts center.

The floor was a 6,000 square

foot install with a “show-stopping” 28-foot star medallion
(pictured). They used AMHF white oak rift and quartersawn, all
cut from sustainable PA hardwoods, which was then kiln dried at
Hickman Lumber and milled in Emlenton.

The flooring was then named Floor of the Year by the National
Wood Flooring Association.

Congratulations to the AMHF team on this project and honor!
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MEMBER NEWS

United Way Announces Three New Hires

United Way of Venango
County is excited to
announce the addition of
three new employees.

The School Career
Counselor program has
expanded into six school

districts with employees
Deanna Wakefield (pictured) and Rebekah Woods joining the
program. School Career Counselors facilitate the transition of
students from school to the community by implementing a person
-centered planning process.

The new Education Services Specialist, Amber Sakalousky, is
currently active in two school districts. United Way is still seeking
an additional Education Services Specialist. For a full job
description visit unitedwayvc.org and send resumes to
will@uwvenango.org.

Welcome Deanna, Rebekah, and Amber!

Top Tier Celebrates 2 Years in Cranberry

Top Tier Federal Credit Union celebrated
its Cranberry location’s 2nd anniversary
on October 22. The Credit Union is
located at 6935 Rt. 322 in Cranberry,
across from Harbor Freight and was
formerly known as Clarion Federal Credit
Union. Top Tier’s full-service credit union
has been managed by Jennifer Hughes, a

Franklin native, since its inception.

Hughes is an active community member and is passionate about
assisting Credit Union members with their financial needs. She is
well-versed in financial wellness and prides herself on diligently
working to help members improve their credit and plan for their
financial future. The Cranberry Branch has two full time
employees and several part times employees. The Credit Union
offers auto, personal, recreational vehicle and home equity loans.
Top Tier also has a mortgage department and commercial loans
division.

Congratulations on 2 years and here’s to many more!
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CHAMBER NEWS

Chamber Welcomes Ashley Smith as Be Here Program Manager

The Chamber is excited to announce the
newest member of our staff, Ashley Smith!
Ashley will be taking over as Be here
Program manager effective November 7.

Ashley’s most recent experience includes
her roles of Land Use Planner and then
Deputy Director at the Venango County
Regional Planning Commission. She is also
a graduate of the Leadership Venango
Class of 2019, an avid volunteer, and a

business owner herself - she opened
Zaccari Home Inspections in 2020. Ashley
and her husband, Jake, reside in Franklin.

Ashley is already very well connected in
the area and we are eager to see what she
brings to the Be Here Program. Please join
us in welcoming Ashley and feel free to
stop by and meet her sometime in
November!

Chamber Collaborates on Oil Heritage Energy Security Conference
Adapted from an article in The Derrick written by Kara O'Neil

The Venango Chamber recently partnered with several
Chamber members in hosting the inaugural Energy
Security Conference in October.

The conference at Drake Well had four sessions, during
which global and local experts, industry practitioners
and leaders converged in the “valley that changed the
world” to discuss what a successful American energy
security policy would look like, and the changes the
world of energy is undergoing today.

Andrew ]. Tabler, an Oil City native, author and former
official with the U.S. National Security Council, said the
conference was born out of the May visit to the Oil
Region by Khazar Ibrahim, the ambassador to the United
States from Azerbaijan.

“For one day, the highest level discussions on energy
happened in Venango County and they had a reason to
be here because of the special history we have here,”
Venango County Commissioner Sam Breene said.

The conference also drew attention to the Venango
County area, as well, by getting “local leaders in touch;

talking about the area’s future,” said Hind T. Karns, a
consultant involved in organizing the event.

“People really seemed to enjoy the sessions, especially
the question-and-answer portion,” said Michael Knecht,
site administrator at Drake Well Museum and Park. The
event, he said, was “very beneficial” and the energy and
national security dialogue must continue.

One of the immediate benefits of the conference to the
Oil Heritage Region is exposure, said John Phillips,
president and chief executive officer of the Oil Region
Alliance. “This is where everything started. Our desire is
to make the area innovative with renewables; balanced
with fossil fuels.”

Chamber President Susan Williams said it was enjoyable
to work with other like-minded people who care about
Venango County to pull together the conference and
showcase the region. “From a chamber perspective, we
are always interested in anything that impacts
businesses and our community,” she said.

Some of the highlights for Williams included engaging

with many chamber
members as well as the
Leadership Venango

class’s participation in
the tours of Oil City
the
second day of the event.

landmarks on
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NOVEMBER 2022

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Community Conversation YMCA Turkey Trot

6-7PM | Franklin Public Library 9-11AM | Samuel Justus Trailhead, Oil City
Venango County 4-H Benefit Auction Tarbell Tea

5-10PM | Venango County Fairgrounds 1-3PM | Tarbell House, Titusville
Vintage Vibes Christmas with Sandi Patti
2-4PM | Artists Attic, Oil City 8-9:30PM | Barrow-Civic Theatre, Franklin
National Rural Health Day Event Small Business Saturday
10AM-2PM | Cranberry Mall Shop small in Venango County!

Find more event details & post your own event at: beherevenango.org/events

Chamber Staff Attend PACP

Susan, Kat, and Tessa traveled to Gettysburg in October for the
Annual Pennsylvania Association of Chamber Professionals
(PACP) Conference.

While there, they participated in roundtable sessions with
Chamber leaders from all across the state, made great
connections, and came back with lots of fresh ideas.

“The conference is such a great opportunity to spend time with
other Chamber professionals and share best practices. We really
enjoy getting to meet up every year and explore new places in the
state,” said Tessa.

They are pictured below with the directors from DuBois,
Meadpville, and Clarion Chambers.

15 Venango Area Chamber of Commerce * venangochamber.org
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BOARD OF CHAMBER

CHECKLIST

We'd love for you to engage with the Chamber
and there are many ways to do so! Here are
some ideas:

DIRECTORS

Matt Deal, Chair
Ryan Bell, Vice Chair Webco Industries
Jake Davis, Treasurer New York Life
Greg Plowman, Secretary Scierka’s Tavern

Morrison Funeral Home

Doug Eberle Agway . e . .
Dan Flaherty Oil Region Library Association - R?VIeW your listing in the online memberShl_p
Cindy Grant Forever Media directory (members.venangochamber.org/list)

Hope Lineman
Cathy Kentzel
Ann Richar
Dana Shawgo
David Snedden
Fred Terwilliger
Pam Watkins
Lisa Winger

STAFF

Susan Williams
Tessa Byham
Ashley Sheffer
Ashley Smith
Kat Thompson
Heather Hondel

Commonwealth University
The Barnard House

Richar, Shields & Co. PC
Shawgo Real Estate

Hagan Business Machines
Central Electric Cooperative
Watkins HR Strategy
AseraCare Hospice

President / CEO

Executive Assistant

Outgoing Be Here Program Manager
Incoming Be Here Program Manager
Membership & Education Manager
Marketing Assistant

O Contact us to create an account to update your
own listing (chamber@venangochamber.org)

O Subscribe to the monthly Education Email
(venangoready.org)

O Add your job opening to the Be Here Job Board
(beherevenango.org/jobs)

O Add your event to the Be Here Calendar
(beherevenango.org/events)

Have questions? Contact us at (814) 676-8521
or chamber@venangochamber.org
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brought to you by the future leaders & entrepreneurs exchange

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

conversations can be
but  they
necessary. We were grateful to have a
Series
Amariliz Sanchez of PennWest Clarion

Difficult
uncomfortable, are

Speaker in October with
- Venango and Jeff Polley with
Together We Can, on the topic of
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI)
and how we can do better to have
these conversations and bridge gaps
in our community.

Jeff and Amariliz shared important
led discussions
around racism and how it still
permeates our society. They talked
about the importance of stepping out
of your comfort zone to learn to
identify racism, then practice having

information and

tough conversations and addressing
it. A lot of the evening was spent in a
conversation in which attendees

shared many eye-opening
experiences they’'ve had in response

to these prompts:
e Share the first time you remember
realizing race.

e Share a moment when you had to
come out of your comfort zone to

Volume 10 | Issue 11 | November 2022

get to know someone of a different
background, ethnicity or race.

e What are your thoughts on both
past and current protests? What is
your definition of a “peaceful

protest?”
e What is one action you can take to

help bridge a racial divide?

This short and

discussion was impactful, but could

presentation

have lasted much longer.

There is a lot more work to be done
and conversations to be had. If you
are interested in getting involved
with DEI in our area, contact Jeff at
jeffrey.polley@clarionfamilytherapy.org.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10

TRAILS TO ALES I
(422 12TH ST, FRANKLIN)

Thursday, November 10 ¢ 5:30PM ¢ Trails to Ales li

Join us for an evening of networking and fun at our 2022 Annual
Meeting! We’ll have free headshots, food and drinks, election of
new FLEX officers, update on FLEX happenings, and trivia.

Register is required. Visit venangochamber.org/events to RSVP.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”


https://members.venangochamber.org/events/details/2022-flex-annual-meeting-2433

FLEX Feature:

Bridge Builders Community Foundations with Lauren Hart

We started our “FLEX Feature” series in January of
this year to share about Venango County businesses
and nonprofits through the eyes of young
professionals who work there. We specifically wanted
to feature organizations that do interesting and
amazing things, but are not talked about enough or
what they do is misunderstood.

This month we’re excited to hear from Lauren Hart of
Bridge Builders Community Foundations, which is
located in the Transit Building Annex in Oil City.

Tell us about Bridge Builders.

Bridge Builders Community Foundations is a
grantmaking public charity that is dedicated to
improving the lives of people in our community. We
work with individuals, families, and businesses to set
up funds that help the community. Those funds can
be scholarships, donor advised funds, field of interest
funds, and so many more. The funds created with the
Community provide grants or
scholarships to local nonprofits and students in need.

Foundation

What is your role there?

[ am the Director of Finance & Operations. [ have
been with the Community Foundation for almost nine

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS : LIFE - MEDICARE

———————
ROSSBACHER

INSURANCE GROUP

P.S. * Personal Service since 1928!

Contact us for a better insurance experience!

7137 US 322 - CRANBERRY

6 STATE ST - OIL CITY 814.677.4095
WWW.TEAMROSSBACHER.COM

years now. My main duties are to plan and complete
tasks needed for the day-to-day operations of the
Foundation. Some of my responsibilities include fiscal
management, essential office functions, scholarship
administration, technical support, and administrative
support of the Foundation and supporting the
President & CEO.

What is your favorite part about working
at Bridge Builders?

One of my favorite parts about working for the
Community Foundation is working with our generous
donors. I look forward to getting to know them and
assisting them with their philanthropic endeavors. I
also really enjoy being a part of making our
community a better place.

What is surprising about the organization?

There are many ways to give through the Community
Foundation. Although cash gifts are most common,
we are also able to accept donation of property,
appreciated stock via securities, bequests, wills, and
trusts as well as beneficiary designations through a
person's life insurance or IRA. Our most unique gift is
a Mausoleum located in the Grove Hill Cemetery
which we still own and maintenance.

Is there anything else you'd like to share?

Although we are a small staff of just three people, the
Community Foundations’ footprint includes Venango,
Clarion, and Forest Counties. Last year alone, we
awarded over $550,000 in grants to local
organizations and over $380,000 in scholarships to
the students in our community.

Learn more about Bridge Builders Community
Foundations at bbcf.org.

(814) 676-8521

www.VenangoFLEX.org

flex@venangochamber.org
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Member Profile: Elizabeth Schmude

Elizabeth Schmude is the owner
and photographer at Elizabeth
Schmude Photography.

She is originally from the Seneca/
Cranberry area and attended Point
Park University in Pittsburgh,
where she earned a bachelor’s
degree in Communications and
Photography with a concentration
in commercial photography.

Elizabeth has had opportunities to be a part of many
local and regional art exhibits, which has led her to
having her work seen and critiqued by museum
curators in Pittsburgh such as David Oresick (Mattress
Factory) and well known photographers like Ed Panar
and Tabitha Soren.

She has goals to continue to grow her business and
move to a much bigger studio space and would love to
have an area to give photography lessons and have a
gallery space.

Holiday Happenings

FLEX has a busy next couple of months with holiday activities!

We invite you to join us at one or all of these events:

e Barrow-Civic Theatre Christmas Tree: Help us decorate a
tree for the Barrow’s annual display! We'll meet to set it up

during the week of November 14.

e Franklin Light-Up Night Parade: Join us in the parade

during Light-Up Night on Saturday, November 19.

e Ugly Holiday Sweater Party: Our Annual Sweater Party
will take place Thursday, December 8, at FoxTales Pub in
Franklin. Wear your festival, ugly sweater and join us for a

We ask each

fun evening with other young professionals.
attendee to bring a donation to a local charity.

We'll have more details (including
exact times) for all of these events
on our Facebook page and in our
Weekly Update email.

Hope to see you during this holiday
season!

Most of Elizabeth’s free time is spent being a leader of
Cranberry Clovers 4-H Club. Her 4-H kids are very busy
and active in the community so they keep her busy
most of the time. When she’s not spending time with
them, she’s usually spending time with family and her
cat, Smiley, and she likes to garden, bake, and go to
concerts.

“I enjoy all Venango County has to offer,” Elizabeth told
us. “There is an event almost every weekend to go to
with family. If we're not at an event, we're grabbing a
bite to eat at a local restaurant and checking out what
the local shops have to offer.”

She also loves the people here. “Having a business isn't
easy, but everyone has always been so supportive,” she
said. “We have a support system for our businesses
here that you won't find anywhere else in the country
and that's what I love about Venango County. I also
love that I'm able to capture the beauty of the area
when working with my clients”

West Park Rehab

TRADITIONAL PHYSICAL

THERAPY PLUS...

WOMEN'S HEALTH, DIAGNOSTIC TESTING,
CARDIOPULMONARY RECONDITIONING,
CERTIFIED PARKINSON'S PROGRAM,
FALL PREVENTION, HAND THERAPY AND YOGA

) FOCUSED TREATMENT i
< HandsOn

SENECA OFFICE FRANKLIN OFFICE
3233 St. Rt. 257 571 Pone Lane
(814) 493-8631 (814) 437-6191

www.westparkrehab.com
www.westparkdiagnostics.com

facebook.com/westparkrehab571

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”


https://westparkrehab.com/

Event Photos: Game Night & Two Mile Trunk or Treat

e
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October Events & Meetings:

Annual Meeting: Thursday, November 10 ¢ 5:30 p.m. ¢ Trails to Ales II o
Register at venangochamber.org/events

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Barrow-Civic Theatre Christmas Tree: Decorate a FLEX tree with us! « Week

of November 14-18 (exact day & time TBD) e Barrow-Civic Theatre, Franklin

Events & Fundraising Committee: Tuesday, November 15 ¢ 12 p.m. ¢ Zoom Seth Herrick

Marketing Committee: Wednesday, November 16 « 4:15 p.m. « Zoom

Franklin Light-Up Night Parade: Saturday, November 19 ¢ Decorating & Interested in joining?

. . . Email the FLEX Membership
Meeting Time TBD ¢ Downtown Franklin Committee Chair Joslyn Dechant at

A joslyn.dechant@gmail.com or join
Monthly Meeting: Monday, November 28 ¢ 12 p.m. ¢ Zoom online: VenangoFLEX ore.

Find more event details on our Facebook page or in our Weekly Update email.

FLEX MISSION: FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by

positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the
Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

CONNECT WITH US: VenangoFLEX.org * flex@venangochamber.org O@Q


https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbN_WlxJMaHGk-9tfxFjAnw
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
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Cross Creek Resort
3815 State Route 8
Titusville, PA
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“Join Us In Our Mission
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Remember* Honor * Teach

December 17, 2022

National Wreaths Across America Day

Help Bayless Fuel honor our local heroes!

Sponsor a wreath today to be placed on a
& veteran's grave OR volunteer for the ceremony
. www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/PA0704 E ,A 3
WREATHS
Fairview Cemetery @ 12PM A M ]: R IC A

Ple as ant\'ille . PA WIWW, wreathsacrossamenca.org
$15 per wreath

For every 2 wreaths purchased,
we will receive 1 free to place on a grave.
Use QR to order online or stop at Bayless Fuel
202 S Brown St, Titusville, PA 16354
814-827-3336

#FindAWay2022




November 2022 - Come Create Art With Us!

Mandala Snowflake Painting

Sunflower on Acrylic

with Julia McCray with Heidi Whistle
Saturday, November 5th Saturday, November 19th
10:30am - 1:00pm 10:00am - 1:00pm

Cost - $45.00 Cost - $25.00

Thanksdgiving or Gratitude Cards Silk Scarf Dyeind Workshop

with Susan Carlson Holiday scarfs with Julia McCray
Monday, November 7th Saturday, November 19th
6:00pm - 8:00pm 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Cost - $20.00 Cost - $39.00
Vintage Vibes Acrylic Ceramic Painting
Thursday, November 10th (Open Studio)
2:00pm - 4:00pm Friday, November 25th
Cost - $15.00 2:00pm - 4:00pm
,-' Price varies depending on project
Acrylic Ceramic Painting

(Open Studio) Holiday Ornament Painting
Friday, November 11th & Music by Ron Shoup
2:00pm - 4:00pm Friday, November 25th

Price varies depending on project 1:00pm - 3:00pm
$2.00 per omament - Bring the family.
Beginner Pastel - Christmas Tree Paint and listen to some Holiday Music.
Saturday, November 12th
10:30am - 1:30pm Coffee & Creatives -
Cost - $40.00 Open Studio Time for
Adult Artists / Makers
Christmas Gnomes Saturday, November 26th
with Heidi Whistle 11:00am - 2:00pm
Monday, November 14th Varies depending on the project.
6:00pm - 8:00pm You can bring your own project if you like.

Cost - $35.00 Ron Shoup will be playing music on
Small Business Saturday.

from 1:00pm - 3:00pm.

* Detailed workshop descriptions and project photos
can be found on our website: artistsatticlle.com

« Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
for Event Updates

* All workshops must be prepaid. If you send us
an email we will send you a link to pre-pay!

* Support Local Artists - We have over 25 local

artists/makers selling their Art in Artist's Attic.

}lrl Supphes Local Art - Workshops & more...
- f;__ - "_ P




/ PARTNIR - SHOP
APPRECIATION Small>
B EVENT SATURDAY

November 12th

For our 0.C.A.C., artist, personal & P SMALL in 2022!
corporate partners. This is an event held Support your neighborhood artists to
especially for you! Join us from 6-9pm at kick off the shopping season with special

TAGG .fpg; Qfeat food & special sales. sales & extended hours: M,-%GPM

\A " .<' 7 W

November 27th December 4th 6th

Qur biggest natlonal event! This shoppmg Celebrate Chnstmas past & present. Stop

day is dedicated to supporting artists in for the perfect Christmas gift! Extended
across the country. Come shop with us and Hours: Friday 12pm - 8pm
support your local artists! Saturday 10am - 6pm
Noon - 4pm Sunday 12pm - 4pm

206 Seneca St. Oil City PA 16301 2 Y ' _ Regular Hours: Fri & Sat Noon - 6pm

taggocac@gmail.com 7 We Sun Noon - 4pm
LIRS ; e Soohe




TRANSIT ARTS GALLERY & GIFTS (TAGG)

The gallery opened its doors in 1996 and is located on the ground floor of the
Historic National Transit Building at the corner of Seneca & Center Streets in Oil City, Pennsylvania.
Our member-based art gallery houses and sells artwork and gifts from local and regional artists.
Works range from paintings in many mediums, pottery, photography, jewelry, hand made soaps, woodworking,
and more. Today it is operated completely by Members of TAGG, who are the artists themselves.

TAGG ARTISTS

Cynthia Blackwell - Pottery

Susan Carlson - Handmade Cards

Daymaker Natural Soaps - Handmade Soaps & Gifts
by Mary & Randy Peterson

Richard Dunlap - Photography, Jewelry & Memorabilia
Douglas Elder - Painting & Woodworking

Arnita Force - Painting & Jewelry

Holly Gibbons - Photography

Bill Hankins - Pottery

Christina Krautz - Fine Silver Jewelry

Deej Kuziak - Poymer Stulpture

Christine Manning - Pholography

Brenda Morse-Lee - Fiber As/Quilting

Linda Lineman - Hand-Painted Porcelzin

Kathy Perrett - Basket Weaning

R & V Rescue Art - Phatography & Gifts
Wicki & Rick Clark

Mary Rose Ragon - Pressed Flowers & Plants
Crystal Roser ~ 30 Aurylic Pours & Paintings
Mike Roser - Painting & Mixed Media
Judy Slater - Painting & Mixed Media
Maryanne Sockey - Fiber Aits

Stacey Sopher - Painting

Rachel Stine - Block-print Textdes
Amanda Stover - Pottery

Noel Tippel - 30 & 20 Mixed Media

Lena Wheeler - |ewelry & 3D Mixed Media
Rachel Wheeler - Painting

Heidi Wirtner - Painting & Prints

MEMBERSHIP MODEL

In July 2020, the Transit Arts Gallery & Gifts became a Membership organization whose
goal is to promote the arts and support the local and regional art community.
Artists become members of the gallery by paying a monthly membership fee for special
benefits; including, a commission free space to hang and sell work, and complimentary marketing
and free art classes. Interested in becoming a member? Email us!

Email: taggocac@gmail.com

Website: www.oilcityartscouncil.org




Serving Real American Food

Real Good People

FREE Banquet Rooms!

Call us today to schedule a private room
for your next get together.

2432 State Rt.257
Cranberry.PA 16319
814-677-3002

Receive $10 off a 520 Purchage! »

*Cranberry Hoss's Loeation Only*

Dine-in Only. Tax & Gratuity Not Included. Cannot Be Combined With Any

Other Discount or Promotion. Alcohol Purchases Not Included. Must Present Upon Ordering.
No Photo Copies Accepted. Only Valid at Cranberry Hoss's. Exp: December 31, 2022



' IPCOMING EVENTS

November 2022

Barrow-Civic Theatre 1223 Liberty Street, Frankiin, PA (814) 437-3440 Q@ barrowcivictheatre

Siblingfest Rivalry - Murder Mystery Dinner Wanango Country Club
November 4 & 5. Cocktail hour: 5:30 p.m.; Dinner: 6:30 p.m.; Show to follow.

Franklin has Applefest and Taste of Talent, now there's Siblingfest! Two sets of dynamic sibling
finalists are none too pleased when a super-talented sibling trio arrives at the last minute. They
seethe with competitive jealousy when it looks like the sibling trio will win the big prize, but are
they jealous enough to kill? In this hilarious murder mystery, the unpredictable plot twists will
keep the audience guessing until the final shocking concdlusion. Directed by Jon Bernstein of
Wildcat Mansion. Tickets $45 or $350/table of 8.

The Corvettes Main Stage
Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Get transported back in time to the great 1950s Doo Wop era! The Corvettes perform the
great music of the Doo Wop era with fresh new energy. Their entertaining show and comical
stage antics have left many a happy audience screaming for more. In the tradition of
legendary Doo Wop revivalists Sha Na Na, every Corvettes show is more than a concert - it's
an all-out Doo Wop Celebration! Tickets $19-24.

Christmas Tree Extravaganza Grand Opening Lobby
November 19

One of Franklin's best holiday traditions! Trees remain for viewing and voting through
December 22. Contact the Box Office for more information about reserving a tree.
814-437-3440.

Christmas with Sandi Patty - Light-Up Night! Main Stage
November 19 at 8 p.m.

Retumning by popular demand! Sandi Patty enjoyed her visit to Franklin so much last year, and
she is excited to return to welcome in the holiday season in what she referred to as a "beautiful
Hallimark town.” Sandi's music has delighted and inspired audiences around the world for

over 30 years. With numerous Grammy, Dove, and Billboard Music Awards, platinum and gold
records, Sandi is one of the maost highly acclaimed performers of our time. Joining Sandi for
this exciting and inspiring holiday event will be singers from the Franklin High School Choir. You
don't want to miss this performance of the season! $49 - $54

Franklin Silver Comet Band Main Stage
November 25 at 7:30 p.m.

The Silver Comet Band in Franklin, formed in 1856, is one of the oldest volunteer community
bands in the United States. The band plays concerts throughout the summer months in
Franklin, Pennsylvania as well as an indoor concert in Franklin’s Barrow-Civic Theatre the day
after Thanksgiving. No tickets. Please bring a non-perishable donation.

Bluegrass at the Barrow Main Stage
November 26 at 7:00 p.m.
BLUEGRASS Come and support the Barrow-Civic Theatre and Sugar Valley Lodge with performances by
8 A R \b‘ local bluegrass favorites! Bands include Middle Ground, Country Strings, Tugcreek, and Pine
Valley Boys. Monetary donation.
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EEE UPCOMING EVENTS

Barrow-Civic Theatre 1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA (814) 437-3440 N ® barrowcivictheatre

P oo  ENTER BY JANUARY 2

7" & Prankiin Rotary Club present 3
6TH ANNUAL Do you have a special talent? Would you like to perform on
CELEBRATION OF _ stage for a chance to win up to $500?

_— . Celebration of Talent is a variety talent competition where
r - winners are determined by audience vote! Talent categories
/. include vocal, instrumental, dance/movement, magician, or

COMPETITION /| other. Individual and group acts of all ages are welcome!

- Visit the Barrow-Civic Theatre or
FEBRUARY 4, ;
2023 /S barrowtheatre.org/talent
for more info!

3RD, 4TH, 5TH

1ST
$500 5100

Assoclation gift certificate
cash

A Bavow Pacple in Franklm love the Christmas holday] We love the
(MW nay {,G)u'f/ season and have many ways that we celebrate uith friends
A Franklin Christmas and famiy Different caroks, songs, delicious food mspiring
Musical Presentation fales and cultural fraditions, all celebrating this joyous season
featuring Taste of Talent performers Join your Franklin Civic Operetta and Barrow-Civic Theatre
December 3 at 130 pm | W friends. along with local Taste of Talenf participants as we
December (f ﬁ* 2 Pm M n 8*0’y Md ”'y' ’,‘" my lﬂﬂs ’h. M OJR"‘.M

Dinecled by M celebrates Christmas.

See all of our upcoming events, programs, & auditions at barrowtheatre.org
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