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SUPPORTING 
MEMBERS 

— VISIONARY — 

 

— BUILDER — 

Roser Technologies Inc. (RTI) 

CHAMBER EVENTS 

Find Chamber event and registration information at: 

venangochamber.org/events 

NEW MEMBERS 

FIND US online 

Hepler’s Meat Processing  

Contact: Monica Hepler   

7150 US 322   

Cranberry, PA 16319 

(814) 498-2813 

heplersmeats.com 

 

Fox Sports Radio 104.1 FM 

Contact: Joe Lodanosky   

16721 Conneaut Lake Road 

Suite 102  

Meadville, PA 16335 

(717) 348-0527 

joelodanosky@gmail.com 

 

 

Grand Valley Manufacturing Co. 

Contact: Renee Thompson   

701 East Spring Street   

Titusville, PA 16354 

(814) 827-2707 

info@gvmco.com 

gvmco.com 

Business is hard. It’s harder alone. You are not alone.  

Cranberry Festival • September 17  

Join us at the Cranberry Mall on Saturday, September 17 for the 

21st Annual Cranberry Festival. Featuring a craft show, car 

show, live music, food vendors, and lots of free activities for 

children, the festival is sure to be a good time for families!  

Find more information at cranberry-festival.com 

We’ve included a poster for Cranberry Festival as an insert 

in this newsletter - please hang it up in your office or 

business if you have a place for it!  

https://www.instagram.com/venangochamber/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoAreaChamberOfCommerce/
https://members.venangochamber.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://klapectrucking.com/
https://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.webcotube.com/
https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/cranberry-festival/
https://www.clarion.edu/
https://www.upmc.com/locations/hospitals/northwest?utm_mrid=mrid0689&utm_source=GOOGLE&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=71700000037584672&utm_adgroup=58700004635606505&utm_term=northwest+upmc&utm_advertiserid=700000001754524&gclid=CjwKCAjwq5-WBhB7EiwAl-HEkq-mvy
https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/cranberry-festival/
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Bernstein Brings Wildcat Mansion To Life 

As we vision a brighter future for our 

region, we often reflect on the past, 

comparing memories of a more 

robust time with the slower pace of 

our current communities.  

In retrospect, it can seem appealing 

to think about the industry strewn 

corridors, the lines at the banks and 

lunch counters and actual traffic 

congestion in our downtowns. Those 

were good times for many, but they 

are unlikely to return. And if we 

were to magically attract those same 

businesses that provided 

employment in decades past, we 

know that they would be received 

with a very different response in 

today’s business climate.  

What inspires people to choose a 

“place”, to live, work and play is 

motivated by more than a job these 

days.  We throw around the term 

“quality of life”, but indeed, that is 

what is bringing people to Venango 

County.  

The relaxed lifestyles of a rural 

community have become a drawing 

card for those looking to escape the 

busy pace of the city. Add lower real 

estate prices, short home to work 

communities, and the strong sense of 

community and we have a new 

formula for success. 

It is worth paying attention to those 

amenities that attracted droves of 

people to our towns decades and 

even centuries ago. Any walk 

through history will include stories 

of the many theaters that dotted our 

landscapes, in the cities of Franklin, 

Oil City and Titusville and through 

those that are only known as ghost 

towns. Local theater continues to be 

alive and well, better than well in 

fact! The Barrow Theatre continues 

to wow us all with their steady line-

up of first-rate performance, most 

with a local or regional cast. 

The arts are dismissed by some as an 

inconsequential investment in 

developing our region, but those in 

economic development are seeing 

otherwise.  

Jon Bernstein is among the dozens of 

artists who have recently decided to 

call Venango County Home. When 

his realtor found the Turning Point 

property, located in Cranberry, he 

was willing to give us a try, moving 

here last July for a trial run. By 

December, his mind was made up.  

Jon describes the experience of 

moving here and opening Wildcat: 

“It was certainly a leap of faith, but I 

was struck by the region’s beauty 

and admired its history. I asked 

myself, “Will I regret it if I do it, or 

will I regret it if I don’t do it?” I met 

with local historian Carolee 

Michener and learned that the 

property had at one point been 

called Glen Moy. As I learned more 

details about the mansion’s history – 

like the Whann-Lithia bottling plant 

that had been at the bottom of the 

property by the river, and the White 

Sisters of Africa convent years and 

even John Wilkes’ Booth’s oil well 

adjacent to the property – the more 

captivated I became. I also love the 

charm and character of Franklin and 

Oil City. I’m a big architecture fan, 

and the Transit Building, Latonia 

Theatre and Lyric Theatre blew me 

away. It just seemed like an 

opportunity I couldn’t pass up, and I 

concluded I’d regret it if I didn’t take 

the leap.” 

Connections were critical to Jon’s 

decision to stay. While he plays a big 

part in reaching out and then being 

receptive to introductions, he notes 

that the generosity of community 

members and their willingness to 

help him has made all the difference.  

As he grows his circle of friends and 

creative partners, his ideas have 

become more than a vision, rather a 

reality. Wildcat has now hosted 

several gatherings and will soon be 

offering public events, during the 

upcoming holidays of Halloween and 

Christmas. 

While the arts community on its own 

provides a boost to our local 

economy, it provides another reason 

for those who want to do business in 

the Oil Region to come and 

participate, actively or from the 

audience. 
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Recycling Center to Host Collection Day  

The Venango County Recycling Center 
will host a Household Hazardous 
Waste and Electronic Waste 
Collection Day on October 29 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will be held at 
the Recycling Center, located near the 
airport at 134 Hangar Drive in 
Franklin.  

Pre-registration for this events is 
required by the vendor – you may do so by clicking here: 
nobleenviro.com/e-waste-and-hhw/ or calling (412) 567-6566.  

Accepted chemicals include: paint and workshop products, 
automotive products, cleaning products, lawn and garden 
products, pesticides, every type of battery, every type of light 
bulb/tube, flammables, pool chemicals, mostly any other chemical 
you find under your sink or in your garage.  

Accepted electronics include: TVs, computers, printers, phones, 
window AC units, dehumidifiers, mini fridges, microwaves, 
laptops, gaming devices, and any other electronic device with a 
cord, screen or circuit board. 

Find rates and more at co.venango.pa.us/278/Recycling.  

MEMBER NEWS 

Kat Celebrates 1 Year With the Chamber 

Kat Thompson, Membership & Education 

Manager at the Chamber, joined our team one 

year ago! She first became familiar with our 

organization through FLEX and Leadership 

Venango, and we have enjoyed having her as a 

staff member.  

“The past year has been a great opportunity to 

build relationships with schools, businesses, 

and the community. It’s more than just a job–it has allowed me to 

be ingrained in the community, as well as becoming part of a 

great work environment,” said Kat. “I’ve loved working with the 

team and appreciate the importance placed on professional 

development and on learning, growing, and being the best 

versions of ourselves.” 

Kat focuses on our VenangoREADY program and membership 

engagement, and also assists with many other Chamber functions, 

like events, marketing, meetings, and more. 

Please join us in congratulating Kat on her one year anniversary!  

http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
https://nobleenviro.com/e-waste-and-hhw/
https://co.venango.pa.us/278/Recycling
https://fscas.org/
http://dalewoodard.com/
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VTDC Welcomes Tom Scott  

The Venango Training & Development 
Center, Inc. (VTDC) would like to introduce 

their new Production Operations Director, 

Tom Scott.  

Tom comes to VTDC with over 30 years of 

experience in the industry. Tom lives with 

his wife and family in New Bethlehem. He 
says he is looking forward to meeting 

employers in the area to discuss their contract packaging, 

assembly, quality inspection, document imaging and 

destruction, CASS certified mailing, fulfillment, and commercial 
janitorial and lawn care needs.  

Let VTDC employees be an extension of your workforce. If you 
are searching for a company that provides quality services, on 
time, and at a good price, contact Tom at (814) 676-5755 or 
pod@vtdc.org. 

ORA Hires Past Intern as Project 
Coordinator  

The Oil Region Alliance (ORA) is pleased to 

announce the hiring of new project 

coordinator, Grace St. Clair. 

Grace interned at the ORA during the 

summers of 2019 - 2021 while she was 

pursing a Bachelor of Arts in English with a 

minor in Spanish from Clarion University’s 

honors program. 

“Grace has demonstrated a passion for 

helping the region and her contributions have been extremely 

valuable throughout her college career,” said John R. Phillips, II, 

ORA President and CEO. 

Her activities within the ORA will include social media, events, 

historical research, and projects at the ORA’s historic properties 

within the organization’s focuses of heritage, tourism, outdoor 

recreation, and economic development. 

“I like that this job is local, and that I can stay involved,” she said. 

“This is a beautiful area – it’s my home.” Grace can be reached at 

gstclair@oilregion.org or at (814) 677-3152 x 118. 

MEMBER NEWS 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.for-cu.com/
https://www.stifel.com/branch/pa/franklin
https://gbswebservices.com/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Recently, Adagio Health reinvested in their patients, 
clients, and the local economy with a complete overhaul 
and renovation of their Seneca office.  Now, patients and 
the Venango County community can access services 
including low or no cost reproductive health care for 
women and men, vaccines including COVID-19, flu, MMR, 
tetanus and more – and health screenings including 
breast and cervical cancer, diabetes, cholesterol, blood 
pressure and more – in a beautiful and more welcoming 
medical setting.   

Adagio is also offering a food pantry filled with non-
perishable and fresh foods, along with kitchen gadgets 
and tools, for any patient who 
screens positive for food insecurity 
(they can take home a bag of food 
immediately.)   

The open house on August 25 
allowed residents to tour the new 
space, to meet their excellent 
Venango County teams of health 
care providers along with Adagio 

Health President & CEO BJ Leber, and to find out more 
about how Adagio Health can benefit their family and 
friends in Venango County.   

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce organized a 
ribbon cutting as the brand new space opened to the 
public and welcomed new patients, along with the 
multiple generations of women and men who continue to 
seek Adagio out for services because of the trust and 
expert care they’ve come to expect at Adagio Health 
Seneca.   

You can find out more about Adagio Health by visiting 
adagiohealth.org or calling 1-800-215-7494.  

Adagio Health Holds Open House and Ribbon Cutting   

Webco Opens CareATC Facility in Oil City 

On August 23, Webco Industries opened the Webco 

CareATC Family Health Services located at 22 Seneca 

Street in Oil City. This new facility provides primary, 

preventive, illness, and injury care free of charge to all 

Webco employees enrolled in the health plan, as well as 

covered spouses and dependents aged two and up.  

Employees with chronic health conditions will be able to 

manage their care through CareATC, saving time and 

money. “At Webco, 

people make the 

difference. It only makes 

sense for us to take care 

of our employees’ health 

through premier 

programs like CareATC,” 

said Bobbie 

Jones, Webco Human 

Resource Manager for 

Oil City.  

Providing care free of charge means that employees 

enrolled in Webco’s health plan will pay no copay, 

deductible, or coinsurance costs for CareATC services. 

Labs and medications provided during an employee’s 

visit will also be provided at no cost.  

“We strongly encourage all employees to take advantage 

of Webco’s health plan and health benefits, including no-

cost services like CareATC. We choose to be an employer 

of choice in every community that we operate in, and 

that means taking care of our employees in the best way 

possible,” Dave Boyer, President and COO of Webco 

Industries.  

In addition to primary, preventative, illness and injury 

care, treatments and services available through CareATC 

include, but are not limited to: Adult Immunizations, 

Annual Physicals, Diabetes Management, High Blood 

Pressure, High Cholesterol, Personal Health Assessments 

(PHA), Sport Physicals, Telemedicine, Thyroid 

Disorders , Tobacco Cessation , and Well Woman Exams.  
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Business Tip of the Month: Continued Education 

By Morgan Pifer, Chamber Intern 

Back-to-school season has begun! Are 

you looking for ways to further your 

own education? Continuing your 

education and balancing work may 

seem like a difficult task, but there are 

ways to achieve both professional and 

educational benefits. 

Continued education is all about 

gaining new skills or knowledge 

about the field you are in or obtaining 

skills and knowledge for a new field. 

Education programs benefit both 

businesses and employees. 

Businesses that encourage 

educational growth provide a 

workforce with “cross-functional” 

skilled employees. While employees 

may receive promotions, 

certifications, power in the job 

market, or become more valuable to 

their employer. Consider these 

options: 

• Professional events & classes: 

Conferences, seminars, and 

workshops are great ways for 

employees and employers to 

connect and learn. They allow for 

groups to intermingle and share 

expertise on specific topics.  

• Podcast & Audiobooks: Make 

learning fun through a podcast or 

audiobook. It’s inexpensive and 

information can be acquired in a 

quick and concise way, allowing 

you to multitask, travel, or sit 

back and enjoy. 

• Certifications/Licenses: 

Certification programs help 

reinforce existing knowledge or 

may teach an employee something 

new. For others, licenses indicate 

the completion of expanded skills 

in an area of expertise.  

• Post-Secondary School: Degree 

programs are a common form of 

continuing education, whether for 

personal growth or career, and 

can be a key element to 

advancement.  Consider taking 

classes online or at a local school. 

The Chamber uses Zingtrain, 

podcasts, conferences, and more, to 

further our education. What can you 

do today to further yours?  

Pictured: Chamber Membership & 

Education Manager Kat Thompson 

attended her first year of the Institute 

for Organization Management  (IOM) 

in July. See her update on page 15. 

CHAMBER STEAK FRY  

Thank you to everyone who attended 
the Oil City Boat Club for the 

Chamber’s Steak Fry on August 18.  

We enjoyed a relaxing evening by the 
Allegheny with live music, great food, 

and even better company.  
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Join us at the Cranberry Mall 

on Saturday, September 17 

for the 21st Annual  

Cranberry Festival!  

CRANBERRY FESTIVAL 2022 

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS     BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 

Adagio Health  

Edward Jones Seneca 

Northwest Bank  

McDonald’s  

Richar Shields & Co. PC 

Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry 

Community  

Ambulance 

Cranberry United  

Methodist Church 

Electralloy 

First United  

National Bank 

Fryburg Sportsman Club  

Griffin Phillis  

Ford Motors 

Hile-Best Funeral Home 

PNC Bank 

Rossbacher Insurance  

Seneca Medical Center 

World of Wheels  

FREE CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES • CAR SHOW • CRAFT SHOW   

FOOD VENDORS • LIVE MUSIC • AND MORE! 

Find more information and a full schedule of events at  

cranberry-festival.com 

https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/cranberry-festival/
https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/cranberry-festival/
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Effective September 1, Mike Dill will 
be taking over the office location at 
857 Allegheny Boulevard, formerly 
operated by State Farm Agent Sandy 
Hovis.  

The office will remain open and the 
phone number will remain the same – 
(814) 437-2716. Team members Beth 
Stanish and Jenn Riley are remaining 
on staff, and are excited and ready to 
continue future success with the agency.   

“Sandy Hovis was a great agent with a great reputation in 
the community. State Farm selected me in part, due to 

my Franklin office reputation for 
consistently doing the right thing 
for our customers. If I’m doing 
the right thing, my team 
members and the customers will 
benefit more than I do!” says 
Mike.  

This is a second office location 
and Mike’s Franklin location on 
Liberty Street will remain open.  

State Farm provides Auto, Home, Life and Health 
products. Contact the team at (814) 437-1100 or visit 
InsureWithMichaelDill.com for more information.  

State Farm Agent Mike Dill Adding New Office  

MEMBER NEWS 

Northern Pennsylvania Regional College (NPRC) is 
excited to announce the opening of a new instructional 
location in Franklin, on August 17 for the beginning of 
the 2022-2023 academic year.  

This instructional location is The Galena Building at 1140 
Liberty Street, Suite 100 in Franklin. The Galena Building 
features several classrooms in addition to faculty and 
staff office space. This expansion in Venango County will 
bring a new academics location for students, while the 
Venango Technology Center focuses on delivery of NPRC 
workforce development offerings in this part NPRC’s 
service region.  

The Franklin location benefits students particularly from 
the Venango and Crawford County areas, with dual-
enrollment students from the Crawford Central School 
District now having an additional classroom option 
closer to them. Dual Enrollment is an early entry 
program at NPRC for students who are concurrently 
enrolled and pursuing coursework at both NPRC and 
their local public school district, homeschool, or other 
online secondary education entity.  

This new location services all class offerings, including 
the morning options for students, as NPRC continues to 
provide additional flexibility to students.  

For more information about NPRC and their growing 
presence in Venango County, visit regionalcollegepa.org.  

About NPRC: Northern Pennsylvania Regional College is 
authorized by the PA Department of Education to award 
Associate degrees and certificates in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania.  

NPRC is an open-admission, two-year institution of 
higher education. The College's mission is to provide 
affordable and accessible post-secondary education to 
the residents of northern Pennsylvania.  

NPRC brings affordable education to a nine-county 
region (Cameron, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, McKean, 
Potter, Venango, and Warren). With flexible scheduling 
options at numerous instructional locations, attending 
NPRC is an excellent option for individuals interested in 
furthering their education close to home.  

With a growing team of high-quality industry-leading 
instructors directing their classrooms, students are 
empowered by a welcoming community to change their 
lives and brighten their futures. NPRC is actively 
pursuing accreditation.  

Northern PA Regional College Expands to Franklin  

https://insurewithmichaeldill.com/
https://regionalcollegepa.org/
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EDUCATION UPDATE 

The PA School Boards Association, based in Harrisburg, recently 
featured VenangoREADY & the Cranberry Area School District as 
part of their VideoEDition Summer Series. Through this series and 
the "Success Starts Here" campaign, the PSBA showcased 
successes from across Pennsylvania’s public schools.  
You can find the video on our website at venangoready.org.  

To learn more about the Chamber’s involvement in education, join our email list at: 

www.venangoready.org or view the education page at: www.venangochamber.org/education 

As we begin a new school year, the Chamber looks forward 

to continuing our work in education. Through the 

VenangoREADY program, we actively look for ways to 

support our local educators to help provide resources and 

meaningful opportunities for our emerging workforce.  

Our efforts also include partnering with local schools, the 

Venango County United Way, IU6, and other industry 

partners to be helpful to schools in fulfilling state 

requirements, specifically Chapter 339 and the Keystone 

Pathways to Graduation.   

Pennsylvania requires all school districts to have a K-12 

Guidance Plan as required by Chapter 339 Career and 

Technical Education Standards. The purpose of 339 is to 

support the importance of career planning and future 

readiness for all students beginning in Kindergarten and 

includes a career plan, portfolio, and strategies to engage 

with the local career and technical center. 

For PA public school students graduating in 2023 or later, 

Act 158 requires schools to provide alternative Pathways 

to Graduate through one of five pathways that show 

college, career, and community readiness. Pathway #5, the 

“evidence-based pathway”, includes completing Industry-

recognized credentials. The Chamber is currently working 

with the IU6 to qualify VenangoREADY for that 

requirement. 

If you or your business would like to get involved with 

these efforts, please contact Kat at the Chamber.  

VenangoREADY Aims to Support Schools in Meeting State Requirements  

Work Ethic • Tactfulness & Manners • Communication • Teamwork • Critical Thinking & Problem Solving • Understanding Supervision & World of Work 

Our goals with the VenangoREADY program are threefold: 

1. Connect employers and educators.  

2. Help to create a common language between the two.  

3. Ensure students have the soft skills to be successful 

at work.  

(Pictured left) Preparing for the start of the new school year, 

Venango Region Catholic School faculty participated in a day of 

professional development with author and presenter, Shauna King.  

Wishing everyone a safe and happy school year! 

http://www.venangoready.org
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/education/
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Tell us about Venango Youth for Christ. 

Venango Youth for Christ (YFC) is a chartered 

member of the national Youth for Christ USA 

ministry. We are a youth organization which 

works to see that every young person in the 

region has opportunity to make an informed 

decision to become a follower of Jesus Christ and 

part of a local church.  

What’s the history of YFC? 

In 1944, Billy Graham and Torrey Johnson held a 

Youth for Christ rally in Chicago. The ministry of 

YFC spread like wildfire across the country. Today 

at thousands of community centers, high schools, 

middle schools, juvenile institutions, coffee 

shops, and more, YFC staff and volunteers meet 

with young people who need Jesus. The Venango 

chapter of YFC was established in 1985.  

Describe some traits of your ideal member.   

We welcome all children between the ages of 11 

and 19 to participate in our ministry 

opportunities to see how the Holy Spirit can 

transform their lives for eternity with God.  

What do you love most about operating in 

Venango County? 

God has placed us here to work in the lives of 

young people who do not know him and we are 

so thankful for the support we receive from like-

minded churches and organizations to help us 

reach the lost.  

What steps do you plan to take in the future 

to further improve your organization? 

God willing, we are always looking to partner with 

other churches and organizations who share our 

desire to share the Gospel message throughout 

the region. We also keep the door open to 

expand our ministry sites, which is any venue 

where YFC can build relationships with young 

people to introduce them to Christ.  

With Jeanne Biltz, Executive Director   

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
Venango Youth for Christ (YFC) 

(814) 677-7013  

venyfc@gmail.com 

venangoyfc.org 

P.O. Box 27 

Seneca, PA 16346 

https://www.facebook.com/Venango-Youth-For-Christ-122471407779340
https://venangoyfc.org/
https://venangoyfc.org/
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Cranberry Expo Returns 

The Cranberry Expo returns after two years off. Business owner 

and member of the Cranberry Economic Development Committee, 

Lisa Groner explains, "The Expo was first created to help 

demonstrate how many businesses continue to be open in 
Cranberry Township. While there are those that close, we 

continually have new businesses opening and we should 

acknowledge and support them."  

The Expo on Thursday, September 15 at the Cranberry Mall is 

open to those who have a business within Cranberry Township 

and is open to the public to attend.   

Members of the Cranberry Economic Development Committee will 

be hosting the event, which also serves as a kick-off to Cranberry 
Festival, help days later. 

MEMBER NEWS  

Leadership Venango Projects Continue  

Though the Leadership Venango Class 

of 2022 has completed their program 

and celebrated their graduation, their 
work in the community is far from over.  

Two of the projects created out of the 

program’s most recent class have 
continued to develop.  

The Venango Speaks Podcast has 
released a third episode, the first to 
come out since the Leadership Venango 

graduates handed the reigns over to the Teen Reading Lounge 
(TRL) group based out of the Franklin Public Library. This 

episode, titled Discussing Culture and Diversity In Our Community, 
featured TRL Facilitator Tasha Manross, TRL Site Coordinator 

Daidre Green and students: Skyler Green (age 13), Ryder Mitchell 

(age 13) , Nicole Earnhardt (age 15), and Bella Malliard (age 12). 

You can listen to the episode on your favorite podcast platform.  

Another group has installed a Little Free Library at UPMC 

northwest in Seneca. The library is open to anyone and is already 
stocked with books. This group is still working on getting an 

additional library installed in Justus Park.  

Leadership Venango will kick off their fifth year and a class of 16 

at the end of this month with a 2-day retreat at Whitehall Camp 
and Conference Center in Emlenton.  

http://www.usachoice.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Here2ThereTaxi
https://nextsteptherapy.net/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Core Goods Receives $120k Grant 
Core Goods, located in Oil City, has been collaborating with two 
similar markets–the Meadville Market House and Edinboro 
Market–and the group was recently named a recipient of a 
$120,000 grant. 

Their project is titled Cultivating Local Food Distribution in 
Northwest Pennsylvania and each market, along with farm 
partners, will work to expand on existing informal aggregation 
and distribution activities. 

Collectively, the three retail 
markets support 96 unique 
local producers, about 90% of 
whom are small-scale, 
producer/owners with no 
employees. Their products 
include seasonal produce, 
dairy (milk, cheese, yogurt), 
salsa, baked goods, syrup, 
honey, meats (chicken, pork, 
beef, lamb), and much more. 

This project will increase the amount and variety of healthy food 
available to consumers at each store, and reduce the amount of 
time/number of miles producers spend delivering products while 
providing them access to new markets. 

The grant is through the Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI), 
with funding provided by the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). The three markets were featured in an article 
on YourErie.com, providing more information about the project. 
Visit YourErie.com and type “Core Goods” in the search bar to find 
it. Learn more about Core Goods at core-goods.com. 

Northwest Commission Roadshow  

The Northwest Commission is excited to 
announce they are hitting the road with a 
Municipal Roadshow.  

The Municipal Roadshow, titled How to Best 
Utilize Free Resources to Make Things Happen in Your Community 
will show that there are resources available to help municipalities 
make the most of their ever-shrinking budgets.  

From road maintenance training to grant writing technical 
assistance, the Northwest Commission wants to share programs 
that address issues being faced and enhance partnerships and 
resources to grow stronger communities. 

Schedule yours today by contacting Jessica Carroll at 
jessicac@northwestpa.org.  

https://primary-health.net/
https://cranberrymall.com/
https://www.caldwell-signs.com/
https://www.yourerie.com/
https://www.yourerie.com/digital-first/digital-exclusive/local-products-will-see-new-supply-chain-between-erie-crawford-venango/
http://www.core-goods.com/
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CHAMBER & MEMBER NEWS 

The Leadership Venango Class of 2023 is 
about to begin their nine month journey. 
This year's class of 16 participants includes 
representatives from several businesses 
who have enrolled employees in the past and also a 
number who are sending their people for the first time.   

Brian McNulty, PennDOT District Executive and 
graduate of the inaugural class of 2019, is excited to 

have a PennDOT participant in the program 
this year. He remarks "my experience in 
this program was very important to my 
leadership journey. In our commitment to 

offer professional development, this is an excellent local 
resource to offer to our employees." 

Learn more about Leadership Venango by visiting 
leadershipvenango.org. 

Leadership Venango Ready to Kick Off Year Five of Program 

The economic implications of tolls on key Interstate 

bridges in our region were the source of considerable 

strain and uneasiness within our business communities. 

In November of 2020, PA’s Public-Private Transportation 

Partnership (P3) had approved a new initiative to 

accelerate the reconstruction of major bridges in 

partnership with the private sector. Through the 

consideration of tolls, the Major Bridge P3 Initiative 

(MBP3) would have allowed for the delivery of projects 

through the P3 Program. In February 2021, nine bridges 

were selected for tolling including: I-80 Canoe Creek 

Bridges in Clarion County, and I-80 North Fork Bridges in 

Jefferson County.   

The I-80 corridor remains an economic lifeline for 

Clarion County and it’s neighbors. Proximity to the 

interstate is key for businesses choosing to locate and/or 

expand in the region, so any hint of tolling along these 

roads and bridges is an immediate cause of concern. 

Opposition to this tolling proposal was generally 

universal.  

In March, concerned community members from across 

PA created the No P3 Bridge Tolls Coalition. It stood 

opposed to the tolling of the bridges because of the effect 

it would have had on our local and statewide economy. 

Within our region, this Coalition was spearheaded by the 

Clarion Area Chamber, Clarion County Economic 

Development Corporation, Venango Area Chamber, and 

Jefferson County Development Council. 

By the way of press releases, conferences, rebuttal 

letters, social media/marketing campaigns, community 

surveys, and a rally on the steps of the Capital Complex in 

Harrisburg, the Coalition advocated for the halt of the 

MBP3 Initiative. This grassroots campaign effectively 

raised our voices across the Commonwealth and made it 

clear that PA businesses and communities did not 

support this funding mechanism. On May 18, following a 

lawsuit issued out of Cumberland County, a 

Commonwealth Court issued a preliminary injunction to 

temporarily stop PennDOT from moving forward with 

the projects. One month later, that temporary injunction 

was made permanent, rendering the tolling plan dead.        

With the threat of tolling behind us, remaining focused 

on the advocacy for sustainable funding solutions is the 

new target. Our bridges still require funding for 

rehabilitation or replacement, and our Coalition seeks to 

see that work is completed. The Coalition’s rebrand will 

position itself once again around raising the voices of PA 

businesses and communities toward the identification of 

funding solutions that work for Pennsylvanians.  

Working with PennDOT, our state legislators, and 

community members will ultimately bring about the best 

solutions, and we intend to be proactive in the 

identification of those solutions.  

Bridge Tolls – Let’s Work to Find Solutions 

By Jared Heuer, Clarion County Economic Development Corporation  

https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/leadership-venango/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
3 

5 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Find more event details & post your own event at: beherevenango.org/events 

Shine a Light on Suicide Night Kayak 

6:30 - 10 p.m. | Two Mile Run County Park, Franklin 

Old Home Day 

11 a.m. - 5 p.m. | Fertigs Community Center, Venus 

9 

Beatlemania Concert 

7:30 - 10 p.m. | Barrow–Civic Theatre, Franklin 

10 

Fall Gas-Up 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Drake Well Museum, Titusville 

16 

17 

Hike, Bike & Conservation Workshop 

Sept. 16 & 17 | Allegheny Valley Conservancy 

Cranberry Festival 

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Cranberry Mall 

23 

Oil City Uncorked 

4:30 - 8:30 p.m. | Oil City (Northside) 

23 

Venango County Recovery Celebration 

2 - 6:30 p.m. | Bandstand Park, Franklin 

Kat Thompson Attends IOM in Villanova 

Institute for Organization 

Management (IOM), the professional 

development program of the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce, is pleased to 

announce that Kat Thompson, 

Membership and Education Manager, 

of the Venango Area Chamber of 

Commerce, has recently completed her first year at IMO, a four-

year nonprofit leadership training program at the Northeast 

Institute in Villanova.  

“Institute graduates are recognized across the country as 

leaders in their industries and organizations,” said Raymond P. 

Towle, IOM, CAE, the U.S. Chamber’s VP of IOM. “These 

individuals have the knowledge, skills, and dedication necessary 

to achieve success in the dynamic chamber industry.”  

Through a combination of required courses and electives in 

areas such as leadership, advocacy, marketing, and membership, 

participants are able to enhance their own organizational 

management skills and add new fuel to their organizations, 

making them run more efficiently and effectively.  

Kat said, “I’m so thankful for the opportunity to participate in 

this program, learning from leaders in the chamber industry and 

expanding my professional network of peers. This professional 

development continues to better equip me to support and serve 

our business community in the Venango Area.” 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://hickmanwoods.com/
https://www.fun-bank.com/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
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Matt Deal, Chair 
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Greg Plowman, Secretary 
Doug Eberle 
Dan Flaherty 
Cindy Grant  
Hope Lineman 
Joyce Luton 
Cathy Kentzel 
Ann Richar 
Dana Shawgo 
David Snedden 
Fred Terwilliger 
Pam Watkins  
Lisa Winger 
 

STAFF   
Susan Williams 
Tessa Byham 
Ashley Sheffer 
Kat Thompson 
Heather Hondel 
 

Morrison Funeral Home  
Webco Industries  
New York Life 
Scierka’s Tavern 
Agway 
Oil Region Library Association 
Forever Media 
Clarion University Venango 
UPMC Northwest 
The Barnard House 
Richar, Shields & Co. PC 
Shawgo Real Estate 
Hagan Business Machines 
Central Electric Cooperative 
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PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

24 SENECA STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

We’d love for you to engage with the Chamber 
and there are many ways to do so! Here are 
some ideas: 
 

 Review your listing in the online membership 

     directory (members.venangochamber.org/list) 

 Contact us to create an account to update your  

     own listing (chamber@venangochamber.org) 

 Subscribe to the monthly Education Email 

    (venangoready.org) 

 Add your job opening to the Be Here Job Board 

    (beherevenango.org/jobs) 

 Add your event to the Be Here Calendar 

    (beherevenango.org/events) 

Have questions? Contact us at (814) 676-8521 

or chamber@venangochamber.org 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://venangochamber.org/
https://members.venangochamber.org/list
https://venangochamber.org/venango-ready/
http://beherevenango.org/jobs/
http://beherevenango.org/events/
https://www.northwest.bank/
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The term “leadership” is often 

thrown around in the professional 

world. A stereotypical leader may be 

described as someone in a company 

who is higher up, manages big 

groups of people, and exemplifies 

traits such as confidence, 

assertiveness, and influence.  

While it’s important to have great 

leaders in these positions–

leadership is all around us in many 

different ways. You may not 

consider yourself a leader, but think 

about your everyday interactions 

with people. 

Leadership does not have to be from 

a boss to an employee. You could be 

a leader in your friend group, 

helping plan get-togethers and 

supporting others. You could be a 

leader in your office, assisting 

coworkers and providing 

encouragement. You could be a 

leader in your family, whether you 

are raising children or helping 

elderly parents/grandparents. 

Leaders are also found in volunteer 

groups, committees, boards of 

directors, classrooms, and so many 

other places in the community. A 

good leader is able to bring out the 

best in people and motivate them to 

achieve a goal. 

So, how are you a leader, and how 

can you continue to grow? One 

opportunity through FLEX is by 

becoming a committee member or 

officer. As we approach the end of 

the year, we will be seeking people 

to take leadership positions within 

the group. FLEX provides a low-

stakes environment to practice 

leadership skills and learn new 

things, like how to lead a meeting, 

plan an event, or put together a 

newsletter. Interested in exploring 

leadership in FLEX? Reach out to us 

at flex@venangochamber.org. 

Another way to grow in your 

leadership journey is Leadership 

Venango, run by the Venango 

Chamber. This program is held one 

day a month for nine months and 

each month is focused on a different 

topic to help educate and motivate 

individuals (of any age) to be more 

effective leaders. 

Topics range from agriculture and 

tourism, to communications and 

education, and the class meets at 

various locations throughout 

Venango County, like the 

courthouse, hospital, a school, a 

manufacturing plant, and a farm. 

The next class of Leadership 

Venango begins meeting this month, 

but it’s not too late to sign up! Learn 

more at leadershipvenango.org and 

contact the Chamber at (814) 676-

8521 with any questions. 

Everyone is a leader, and we hope to 

help you as you continue in your 

leadership journey. 

Pictured: Leadership Venango Class 

of 2022 at Komatsu Mining Corp.  

What is Leadership? 



 

FLEX       ●       (814) 676-8521       ●       www.VenangoFLEX.org        ●       flex@venangochamber.org 

Last month, we learned about a construction company, 

and this month we’re excited to hear about the work 

done behind the scenes for transportation in PA. 

Tell us about PennDOT. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

(PennDOT) oversees programs and policies affecting 

highways, urban and rural public transportation, 

airports, railroads, ports, and waterways. The agency 

is responsible for nearly 40,000 miles of highway and  

25,000 bridges, a system first established in 1911. 

PennDOT employs more than 11,000 workers and has 

11 engineering districts spanning across all 67 

counties in PA. Many employees work in design, 

construction, maintenance, materials testing, 

environmental review, safety, and traffic engineering. 

PennDOT also operates 14 Welcome Centers along the 

interstate highways near the state's borders.  

What is your role at the agency? 

I am the District 1 Safety Press Officer responsible for 

the northwest region, which includes Crawford, Erie, 

Forest, Mercer, Warren, and Venango counties. I serve 

as the spokesperson for highway safety through 

various media outlets and public outreach initiatives. 

Some common topics I address include distracted 

driving, aggressive driving, impairment, bicycle and 

pedestrian safety, school bus safety, and more.  

What is your favorite part about working 
for PennDOT? 

Like many of my jobs before joining PennDOT in April 

2021, I love being able to interact with the community 

and provide them with information that can keep 

them safe. Acting as the Safety Press Officer has 

opened my eyes to new data and trends. I challenge 

myself daily to come up with unique ways to share a 

message of safety with the general public and it's that 

challenge that motivates me.  

What is something surprising about your 
employer? 

Many people don't realize that PennDOT is utilizing 

drone technology to accomplish a variety of objectives. 

The drone program at PennDOT is still relatively new, 

but provides pilots the opportunity to fly missions at 

active construction projects to document progress 

and/or conduct inspections of structures such as 

bridges to find problem areas. Earlier this year, I 

became a certified drone pilot through the Federal 

Aviation Administration and have joined the drone 

team at PennDOT. It is something I didn't anticipate 

becoming such a critical part of my job, but it has been 

a pleasant surprise and has quickly developed into one 

of my favorite duties. 

Is there anything else you’d like to share? 

PennDOT is organized into five deputates, including 

Administration, Driver and Vehicle Services, Highway 

Administration, Multimodal Transportation, and 

Planning. Additionally, PennDOT has offices with 

responsibilities for legal, policy, legislative and 

communication issues.  

Learn more about PennDOT at penndot.pa.gov. 

https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/Pages/default.aspx
https://teamrossbacher.com/
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Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Member Profile: Kyle Peasley 

Kyle Peasley is the Chief Deputy 
District Attorney in the Venango 
County District Attorney's Office. 
He earned his Juris Doctor (J.D.) 
from Penn State Law and a 
bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science from the University of 
Arizona. 

He was born in Tucson, Arizona, 
and moved to Venango County immediately after Law 
School. Kyle and his wife, Dana, fell in love with 
Venango and decided to put down roots. “It was one of 
the best decisions of our life,” he told us. 

He went to law school to become a criminal 
prosecutor, so being hired as the Assistant District 
Attorney so soon after graduating from Penn State has 
been a highlight of Kyle’s life. He was also just recently 

hired (as a second job in the evenings) as an Adjunct 
Professor of Criminal Justice for Northern 
Pennsylvania Regional College. 

Kyle has hopes to work in Venango County for his 
entire legal career. His current position has been very 
fulfilling, and he genuinely enjoys seeking justice for 
victims of crimes in Venango. 

In his free time, Kyle likes hiking, hunting, and 
kayaking. He also played basketball for four years in 
high school and still enjoys playing if he gets the 
chance. In addition, he and Dana like to walk on 
different bike trails with their dog, Kino, go out to local 
restaurants and breweries, and attend FLEX events. 

“We've really enjoyed getting to know the other FLEX 
members and appreciate the kindness they have 
shown to both of us,” Kyle told us. 

Volunteer: Cranberry Festival 

FLEX is volunteering at Cranberry 
Festival this year! We invite you to 
join us on Saturday, September 17, at 
the Cranberry Mall. We’ll be helping 
with children’s activities, selling 
tickets for raffles, and more. 

Volunteer shifts are 9:30AM to 1PM 
and 1PM to 4:30PM. Sign up by filling 
out our form online at bit.ly/
FLEXCranberryFestival2022 or by 
emailing flex@venangochamber.org. 

Fall Events: Game Night & Speaker Series 

In addition to volunteering at Cranberry Festival, FLEX has 
some other events planned as we head into fall! 

Hang out with other young professionals at a Game Night on 
Friday, September 30, at the Venango Museum, and learn 
about Diversity, Equity & Inclusion at a Speaker Series on 
Monday, October 3, at the Venango Campus.  

Find more details on our Facebook page or in our Weekly 
Update email. Not on our email list? Click the button at the 
bottom of the page at venangoflex.org. 

https://westparkrehab.com/
https://bit.ly/FLEXCranberryFestival2022
https://bit.ly/FLEXCranberryFestival2022
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/bike-n-brew/
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Cranberry Festival: Saturday, Sept. 17  •  Cranberry Mall  •  Volunteer shifts - 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 1 to 4:30 p.m.  •  Sign up at bit.ly/FLEXCranberryFestival2022 

Events & Fundraising Committee: Tuesday, Sept. 20 •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Marketing Committee: Thursday, Sept. 22 •  4:15 p.m.  •  Zoom 

FLEX Monthly Meeting: Monday, Sept. 26 •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Game Night: Friday, Sept. 30  •  6 - 8 p.m.  •  Venango Museum 

Speaker Series - Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Monday, Oct. 3  •  5:30 -  7 p.m.  
•  Venango Campus (Frame Hall, Room 208) 

Contact us for meeting zoom links at flex@venangochamber.org, 

or find links in our Weekly Update email. 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Event Photos: Coffee Chat, Mixers & Steak Fry 

September Events & Meetings: 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub 

FLEX MISSION: FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by 
positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the 

Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

CONNECT WITH US:     VenangoFLEX.org   •   flex@venangochamber.org 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Natalie Cubbon 

Interested in joining? 
Email the FLEX Membership 

Committee Chair Joslyn Dechant at 
joslyn.dechant@gmail.com or join 

online: VenangoFLEX.org. 

https://bit.ly/FLEXCranberryFestival2022
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbN_WlxJMaHGk-9tfxFjAnw
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/


  SCAN FOR THE 2022 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE!SCAN FOR THE 2022 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE!

September 17, 2022September 17, 2022

 

10 AM - 4 PM10 AM - 4 PM



October 26, 2022October 26, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

JOIN US FOR A ONE DAY, IN-PERSON EVENT FOR JOIN US FOR A ONE DAY, IN-PERSON EVENT FOR YOUYOU TO TO
INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP AND  AND PERSONAL GROWTHPERSONAL GROWTH!!

FEATURINGFEATURING

Brought To You By:Brought To You By:

Learn from Learn from world-class leadership expertsworld-class leadership experts, be prepared to, be prepared to implement a new implement a new
action planaction plan, and , and start leading when you return to the officestart leading when you return to the office with renewed with renewed

passion and commitment.passion and commitment.

Funding support and resources are provided through a cooperative agreement with the US Small Business Administration, by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through the Department of Community and
Economic Development; and through support from PennWest Clarion. All services are extended to the public on a non-discriminatory basis. Special arrangements for persons with disabilities can be made by
calling (814) 393-2060. All opinions, conclusions or recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily reflect the views of the SBA.

RRegister Hereegister Here: clarion.edu/training: clarion.edu/training  

Seminar Fee - Seminar Fee - $59.00$59.00  
LOCATION:LOCATION:

Zion Church 114 Zion RdZion Church 114 Zion Rd
Clarion PA 16214Clarion PA 16214  Early Bird Special - Early Bird Special - $49.00$49.00

(if registered by 9/30/22)(if registered by 9/30/22)

via Simulcast

https://pasbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/29650


October 26, 2022October 26, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

JOIN US FOR A ONE DAY, IN-PERSON EVENT FORJOIN US FOR A ONE DAY, IN-PERSON EVENT FOR
YOUYOU TO INVEST IN YOUR  TO INVEST IN YOUR LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP AND AND

PERSONAL GROWTHPERSONAL GROWTH!!
Learn from Learn from world-class leadership expertsworld-class leadership experts, be prepared to , be prepared to implement aimplement a
new action plannew action plan, and , and start leadingstart leading when you return to the office with when you return to the office with

renewed passionrenewed passion and  and commitmentcommitment..

FEATURINGFEATURING

Brought To You By:

Funding support and resources are provided through a cooperative agreement with the US Small Business Administration, by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania through the Department of Community and
Economic Development; and through support from PennWest Clarion. All services are extended to the public on a non-discriminatory basis. Special arrangements for persons with disabilities can be made by
calling (814) 393-2060. All opinions, conclusions or recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and not necessarily reflect the views of the SBA.

via Simulcast





Understanding what Long-Term
Care really is. 

It is more than just nursing homes;
it is a lot more than that. During
this seminar, you will gain an
understanding of what options are
available and how to better put
together a strategy to handle this
scary unknown.

Long-Term Care: 
It's Not What You Think 

Kingdom Guard Financial Group

T H U R S D A Y ,  S E P T .  8 T H  @  6 P M
3 0 5 2  R O U T E  2 5 7  S E N E C A ,  P A

 

R E G I S T E R  A T  W W W . K I N G D O M G U A R D F G . C O M
O R  C A L L  8 1 4 - 2 0 8 - 4 0 8 0  

RSVP



Available at:
Oil City Library, 2 Central Ave
Core Goods, 219 Seneca Street

or online at oilcitymainstreet.org

4:30-8:30 pm · Oil City's North Side
Tickets $30 advance through Sept. 20 · $35 day of event

SPONSORED BY

Caldwell Printing
Edward Jones Oil City 
Gustafson Contracting

Richards & Richards

Proceeds benefit the 
revitalization efforts of the 

OIL CITY
UNCORKED
Friday, September 23rd, 2022



 

 

Venango Museum 
of Art, Science, and Industry 

presents 

A Night at the Museum 
9th Annual Gala 

Sat., October 8, 2022 

Cocktail Hour beginning at 5:30 PM 

A variety of hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine, and a specialty drink will be served 

throughout the museum. 

During the cocktail hour, you will be dazzled with the sounds of the 

Museum's very own Wurlitzer Theater Organ originally from the 

Latonia Theater on Oil City's South Side.  

Live Auction by Bill Bellis at 7:00 PM  

Drawings for Basket Raffle and Silent Auction at 7:30PM 

 

Tickets for this special event are $50 or $90 per couple. 

Ticket sales are limited so early purchase is encouraged. 



Sunday, October 9, 2022 - 6 PM 

Franklin Area Jr. Sr. High School 

246 Pone Lane Franklin PA 16323 

 

 

Sponsored by Venango YFC 

 

  Tickets - venangoyfc.bpt.me  (service fee will be applied) 

 

  Groups of 10 or more $18  -  General Admission $20  -  VIP $30   

VIP - Includes early admission, Q/A with artists, opportunity for photos/autographs after the show.  



 

First Night® Oil City Sponsorship Appeal 

23nd Annual Celebration - December 31, 2022 

   PLEASE CHECK YOUR        

DESIRED SPONSORSHIP  

LEVEL 

 

Amount Enclosed: _____________ (Make check payable to the Oil City Arts Council) 

Amount Pledged:   _____________ (An invoice will be sent to you in December, 2022) 

 

Please complete, detach and mail this form to:  

Oil City Arts Council; 21 Seneca Street; Oil City, PA 16301 

Sponsorship Category Contribution Level √ 

Super Star $3,000 or above  

Shining Star $1,000 - $2,999  

Twinkling Star $500 - $999  

Bright Star $250 - $499  

Sparkler Amounts less than $250  

Note: To have your name or 

business name included in the 

First Night Schedule of Events, 

this form must be submitted 

by October 15, 2022.  

First Night © Oil City is an annual family-oriented, alcohol-

free, fun-filled New Year’s Eve community-wide celebration of 

the arts. It features an outstanding lineup of wonderful        

entertainment, fireworks displays, special children’s events, 

tasty food, ice sculptures, and other unique activities.  

Thanks primarily to generous contributions of sponsors    

complemented by grant funding, revenue from admission   

button sales and the help of many civic-minded volunteers, 

the Oil City Arts Council proudly brings this popular festivity 

your way.  Without this invaluable support, an event of this 

magnitude would not be possible.  

NAME:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ___________________________  E-MAIL:: __________________________________________ 

Therefore, we kindly request that you elect to pledge a monetary contribution in support 

of another successful First Night © Oil City. Donations in the amount of $100 or more 

will be acknowledged with the donor’s logo or name being displayed on the front of the 

event brochure.  All sponsorships will be recognized in a variety of ways!   

 

 



Maintaining history in Oil City, PA 

The Oil City Civic Center is committed to preserving the historic 

integrity of the National Transit Building & Annex and to 

fostering cultural, educational, and economic development in 

the Venango County Area. 

The National Transit Building & Annex is listed as a historical 

building on the National Register of Historic Places Ref. # 

78002477. 

With a building this large comes a substantial expense to 

maintain the building.  Although our wonderful tenants (non-

profits, artists, and small businesses) help to support the 

monthly expenses, anything above the normal operations are 

too costly and the funds are not there.  A few items the Oil City 

Civic Center Board of Directors could use donations towards are: 

1. Repair to windows – Cost is minimum of $20,000. 

2. Roof Repairs – We currently have a leak on the fourth 

floor, to completely fix the roof this is estimated to cost 

over $200,000. 

3. Boiler Descaling, System repairs & Remediation work 

$215,000. 

 

Please send donations to: 

Oil City Civic Center, Inc. 

206 Seneca Street Oil City, PA 16301 

*If you would like the funds to go to a specific project 

please note on donation* 

Donations made are tax deductible 

 



Barrow-Civic Theatre             1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA                   (814) 437-3440                           /barrowcivictheatre

Upcoming Events
September 2022

Beatlemania Magic Main Stage

September 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Beatlemania Magic is a national touring tribute band recreating the early Beatles concerts with 
identical costumes, instruments and harmonies. Relive the timeless sounds and unmatched 
excitement of a live Beatles concert! Tickets $19-24.

Spherus Main Stage

October 20 at 7:30 p.m.
Spherus is a circus with an extra dimension. The performers interact with light multimedia to 
create stunning effects. They work together manipulating fabric, acrylic, and wooden shapes. 
This show includes International Juggling champion Greg Kennedy, complemented by two 
aerial dancers. Tickets: $19-$24.

Red Eye Theatre Project Main Stage

Auditions: Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m.      Public Performance: Sept. 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Join us September 3 for a unique performance that is cast, written, directed, rehearsed, and 
performed in just 24 hours! Are you looking for a way to get involved with the theatre, but 
without a big commitment? Audition for The Red Eye Theatre Project the evening before, no 
experience necessary! Those interested should come prepared to read something of their 
choice (a poem, magazine article, anything!). Best of all, everyone who auditions will be a part 
of the cast.

22nd Annual Golf Outing Wanango Country Club

September 1, 2022
Join us for a day on the course! Team registrations include golf, cart, on-course snacks and 
refreshments, dinner, prizes, and optional skins game. We are also seeking sponsors and 
auction donors, each including on-site signage and acknowledgment in our program. Call the 
Box Office for more information (814-437-3440). 

Applefest Show! Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical Main Stage

September 30, October 1, 6, 7 & 8 at 7:30 p.m. & October 2 at 2:00 p.m.
From the brilliantly batty Roald Dahl comes the story of Matilda, a genius little girl born into a 
less-than-genius family. Things only get worse when her parents send her to Crunchem Hall, 
where she meets the tyrannical Miss Trunchbull. But, armed with bravery and a big imagination, 
she proves that everyone has the power to change their destiny. Rated PG. Tickets $14 – $20.

The Corvettes Main Stage

Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Get transported back in time to the great 1950s Doo Wop era! The Corvettes perform the great 
music of the Doo Wop era with fresh new energy. Their entertaining show and comical stage 
antics have left many a happy audience screaming for more. In the tradition of legendary Doo 
Wop revivalists Sha Na Na, every Corvettes show is more than a concert – it’s an all-out Doo 
Wop Celebration!Tickets $19-24.
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The Franklin Civic Operetta 
Association’s Applefest show, 
Matilda the Musical, opens 
September 30 on the Main Stage! 
The musical is based on the 1988 
children’s novel of the same name 
by Roald Dahl. 

Matilda is a brave and brilliant 
little girl born into a less-than-genius 
family. Things only get worse when 
her parents send her to Crunchem 
Hall, where she meets the tyrannical 
Miss Trunchbull. But, armed with 
bravery and a big imagination, she 
proves that everyone has the power 
to change their destiny. The story 
teaches us that “even  if you’re little, 
you can do a lot.”

The show’s production team 
consists of Director Jill Kellner, Music 
Director Mary Beth Hutchinson, 
Choreographer Kelly Zerbe, Stage 
Manager Betsy Kellner, Costumer 
Bridget Kennedy, Assistant Director 
David Kellner, and Producers 
Martha Heise, Stephen Teig, Shawn 
Clerkin, and Kristy Moore. 

Matilda the Musical was adapted 
by Dennis Kelly, with music and 
lyrics by Tim Minchin and directed 
for the stage by Matthew Warchus.

Upcoming Events
September 2022

Call the Box Office at 814-437-
3440 or visit barrowtheatre.org 

to purchase your tickets!

See all of our upcoming events, programs, & auditions at barrowtheatre.org

Irving Berlin’s “Holiday Inn” Auditions
Based on the film from Universal Pictures - Contemporary 

version (offensive material omitted)

Music & Lyrics by Irving Berlin
Book by Gordon Greenberg & Chad Hodge

September 11, 2022  2:00pm - 4:00pm
September 13, 2022 6:00pm - 8:00pm

• Prepare 32 bars of music (accompanist provided)
• Wear clothes/shoes appropriate for dancing
• You will be asked to learn a dance during the auditions
• If you are a tap dancer please bring tap shoes as that will be part of 

the audition process.

Ensemble roles: Age 15 and up

Dance experience, including tap, is a plus

Please come to auditions with a list of any possible schedule conflicts for 
rehearsals.

*There is one role for a 9 or 10-year-old child. The role is all speaking parts 
with no singing or dancing. Auditions for this role will be the first half hour of 
each audition session.

Performances
December 2, 3, 9, & 10 2022 7:30 pm
December 4 & 11 2022  2:00 pm

Visit barrowtheatre.org/auditions for more details.

Matilda the Musical 
an inspirational story!



  

WINTER 
WITH US 

Why stay home during the winter months, 
shoveling snow, driving in ice, and going to 
the grocery store and pharmacy in freezing 

cold weather? 

 

Come stay with us 
instead!!! 

 

 
 

 
 

Let us take care of you.  We have homecooked meals, climate-controlled 
rooms, fun daily activities, and plenty of new and old friends to pass the 

grey cold days.  We have you covered! 
 

Call Lynnie Burkhardt to have a conservation about how we can  
make your winter months fun and relaxing.   

(814) 437 – 7024 
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