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SUPPORTING 
MEMBERS 

— VISIONARY — 

 

— BUILDER — 

Roser Technologies Inc. (RTI) 

CHAMBER EVENTS 

Find Chamber event and registration information at: 

venangochamber.org/events 

NEW MEMBERS 

FIND US online 

Franklin Industries  

Contact: Debbie Neal   

645 Atlantic Avenue 

Franklin, PA 16323 

(814) 432-3726 

dneal@fiposts.com 

franklinindustriesco.com 

Business is hard. It’s harder alone. You are not alone.  

Christ Episcopal Church Mixer • November 17  

Join us for a Business After Hours Mixer with Christ Episcopal 

Church in Oil City on Thursday, November 17 from 5:00  - 7:00 

p.m. RSVP by emailing Tessa at tbyham@venangochamber.org  

Join the Venango Chamber team! 

We are hiring someone to manage the 

Be Here initiative, focused on 

promoting the many ways to live, work, 

and play in Venango County. 

This is a full-time, hourly position. 

Some skills/experience we are looking 

for include customer service, 

communication, relationship building, 

and event management. 

Find the full job description & apply at: 

beherevenango.org/be-here-hiring  

https://www.instagram.com/venangochamber/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoAreaChamberOfCommerce/
https://members.venangochamber.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://klapectrucking.com/
https://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.webcotube.com/
https://www.clarion.edu/
https://www.upmc.com/locations/hospitals/northwest?utm_mrid=mrid0689&utm_source=GOOGLE&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=71700000037584672&utm_adgroup=58700004635606505&utm_term=northwest+upmc&utm_advertiserid=700000001754524&gclid=CjwKCAjwq5-WBhB7EiwAl-HEkq-mvy
beherevenango.org/be-here-hiring
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Celebrating Our Local Manufacturers 

October is Manufacturing Month, a 

great time to recognize and promote 

the industry and the local businesses 

that are critical to Venango County’s 

economy. There is often a focus on 

what manufacturing used to be, but 

our members remind us that there 

continue to be great careers and 

many advancements that promise a 

strong future for manufacturing here 

and throughout Pennsylvania. 

The NWIRC reminds us that while 

Manufacturing Day officially occurs 

on the first Friday in October, 

celebrating manufacturing can occur 

any day, during any month. Bobbie 

Jones, Human Resources Manager, 

shares that Webco will celebrate 

with a week of activities for their 

employees and daily giveaways.  

We reached out to several local 

manufacturers to hear about some of 

the challenges and successes they 

are currently experiencing. Tina 

Lake remarks that Lake Tool 

continues to have difficulties finding 

quality, skilled employees but also 

shares that some of the new talent 

they have attracted is very 

encouraging. Kelly Lander, President 

of Pioneer Energy Products (PEPRO) 

says that supply chain issues are 

improving, but still pose a challenge. 

Kelly is joined by Jason Woolcock, 

Vice President of Witherup 

Fabrication & Erection, in 

recognizing that there is a good 

amount of work available for them.  

Jason shares that their field crews 

are working full schedules and 

expect to well into the future. PEPRO 

has benefited from the funding that 

has been available to their 

customers through the 

infrastructure bill. 

In January, Pennsylvania’s  

Manufacturing Advisory Council 

started an initiative to develop the 

PA Manufacturing Competitiveness 

Playbook for the next Governor, his 

cabinet, and the General Assembly to 

use for establishing new policy and 

legislation. The recently released 

Playbook is the product of focus 

groups, one-on-one interviews, and 

surveys with over 500 

manufacturers.  

The Chamber has been excited by 

the collaboration between local 

schools and businesses in sharing 

career opportunities that exist now 

and in the future. Many local 

businesses welcome students 

through the Venango Technology 

Center’s Co-Op program.  

Manufacturers who are interested in 

learning more about how to be 

involved in career-related education, 

tours or presentations can contact 

the Chamber’s Membership and 

Education Manager, Kat Thompson, 

at (814) 676-8521 or by e-mailing 

kthompson@venangochamber.org.  

Are You Ready For Election Day? 

October 24 is the last day to register before the November 8 election. This 

midterm election holds tremendous importance and it’s results will impact our 

County. Every vote matters. Make sure your registration status is up-to-date by 

visiting www.vote.pa.gov  
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Caring Place Appoints New Administrator  

Kendra Hartman has recently taken on a 
new role with The Caring Place, a senior 
care community in Franklin. After 13 years 
with the company, Kendra accepted the 
role of Assistant Administrator in July.  

“I’ve aways wanted to move into an 
administrative role, and when the 
opportunity presented itself I was ready 
for the change! I like the challenge of the 
added responsibilities and having more 
involvement with department heads,” 
Kendra said.  

Kendra lives in Mercer with her husband and two children and 
enjoys watching her kids play sports and going for walks with 
their chocolate lab. She is also working to obtain her Nursing 
Home Administrator License online through Penn State.  

The Caring Place is a 100 bed skilled-nursing facility. For more 
information, contact Kendra at KHartman@GroveManor.care.  

Congratulations Kendra!  

MEMBER NEWS 

ORA Announces 2022 Oil Region Tourism 
Award Winners 

The votes are in, and the people have spoken. The 2022 Oil 
Region Tourism Award Winners are chosen! 

Nearly 500 voters selected from more than 50 nominations in 
eight categories to select the best of the best in the Oil Region. 
And the winners are: 

Best Dish: Liberty Street Burger at Trails to Ales in Franklin; 
Best Drink: Brokenspoke Blueberry Beer at Trails to Ales in 
Franklin; Best Room: Peddlers and Paddlers Inn, Franklin; Best 
Shop: Core Goods in Oil City; Best Industry Advocate: Ronnie 
Beith; Best Industry Partner/Organization: The Venango 
Chamber of Commerce; Best Must Do Activity or Attraction: 
Applefest; and Best Landmark: Two Mile Run County Park  

“The participation in this contest is 
outstanding,” said Emily Altomare, 
Oil Region Alliance Communications 
and Tourism Manager. “We 
shortened the nomination and voting 
periods this year, but still saw a lot of 
variety and interaction.” 

Congratulations to all nominees and 
winners!  

http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
https://fscas.org/
http://dalewoodard.com/
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Little Free Library Opens at UPMC 
Northwest  

One of the project teams from 

the Leadership Venango Class 
of 2022 recently celebrated the 

official opening of their Little 

Free Library, located on the 
grounds of UPMC Northwest in 

Seneca.  

Team members Matt Craig of 
Webco, Ben Hart and Kelly 

Smerker of UPMC Northwest, 

and Jarred Heuer of the Clarion County Economic Development 

Corporation (pictured left to right) gathered to hold a ribbon 
cutting at the end of September.  

The Little Free Library is stocked and will be maintained by 
UPMC Northwest staff, and is open to the public. Books may be 
taken or dropped off at anytime.  

Thank you to the team for expanding book access in the 

community!  

Citizen of the Year Nominations Open  

The Chamber has a longstanding tradition of 

recognizing excellence in the Venango Area. 

From citizens and young professionals, to 

businesses and non-profits, we find it extremely 

important to identify those in the community 

who continually go above and beyond.  

We are now accepting nominations for our 

Outstanding Citizen Award. The nominating 

committee is looking for Venango County citizens who 

demonstrate a well-rounded and deep-rooted commitment to 

family and community. Nominees must be community volunteers 

with records of extensive and diverse participation in community 

service and civic involvement, aside from accomplishments 

directly related to the candidate’s employment.  

Find more details on the official nomination form, which can be 

found at members.venangochamber.org/form/view/27589 

Paper copies of the form can be picked up from the Chamber 

office. The deadline for submitting a nomination is Friday, 

November 11.  

MEMBER NEWS 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.for-cu.com/
https://www.stifel.com/branch/pa/franklin
https://gbswebservices.com/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Borrowing books from your library is a great way to 

save money, expand your interests, foster lifelong 

learning and stay informed. But what about those of us 

who can’t get to the library very often? What about 

people with busy lives who still want to use their 

library? Luckily, we have an answer: Libby, the one-tap 

reading app from your local library. All you need is a 

library card! 

eBooks & Audiobooks 

eBooks and audiobooks are available to you digitally 

through the Libby app on your smartphone, tablet, 

computer or Kindle. Borrowing, renewing and placing 

holds on titles is as simple as clicking a button. eBooks 

and audiobooks return themselves automatically to the 

collection, so you never need to worry 

about late fees or penalties! In order to 

expand access and provide even more 

content, we’ve partnered with other 

libraries to share our collections. 

Our partnerships provide over 38,000 

additional eBooks and audiobooks for 

patrons to access with their library 

card. Just click on “Partner Libraries” in 

the Libby app to access more library 

collections! 

Magazines 

You can also borrow thousands of magazines on Libby. 

Popular titles such as The New Yorker, Rolling Stone, 

Good Housekeeping, National Geographic, Vanity Fair, 

Vogue and Reader's Digest are available, as well as some 

more niche titles like Yoga Journal, Mother Earth News, 

Astronomy, American History, Writer's Digest and much 

more! Magazines check out just like eBooks & 

audiobooks, but there are no wait times. Feel free to 

check an issue out whenever you'd like! 

Made For You 

With a central bookshelf for all of your loans and holds, 

content is easy to manage and access in one place. 

Categorize your books with custom tags or add them to 

your wish list to read later! Set customizable 

notifications for ready holds, new magazine issues and 

more. Audiobooks on Libby are also now compatible 

with Apple CarPlay, Android Auto and Sonos speakers. 

Want a book we don’t have in our collection? Libby lets 

you recommend titles to your library! 

Download the free Libby app today on your computer, 

smartphone, tablet or Kindle today. Visit 

oilregionlibraries.org to get started! 

Our Library Does That?! A Series with Natalie Cubbon,  

Projects Coordinator for the Oil Region Library Association 

Two local groups are trying to educate 
the community on the dangers of 
human trafficking and how to be more 
aware of and help put a stop to this 
issue.  

A community conversation, hosted by 
the Oil City/Franklin Zonta Club and 
the Venango County Chapter of the Set 
Free Movement, will be held on 
October 8 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
at the Oil City YWCA.  

Dr. Kevin Austin, the founder of the Set 
Free movement, will join the groups, 

and any interested community 
members, at the event on October 8.  

Julia Allman, a member of the group, 
said: “We as community leaders need 
to educate ourselves on this issue in all 
its dimensions, and to work alongside 
the local agencies that are already 
seeking to deliver much-needed aid to 
those who are in need.”  

For more information on the event or 
the Set Free Movement, contact Julia at 
julia@setfreemovement.org.  

Zonta Club and Set Free Movement Will Host Community Conversation 
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Business Tip of the Month: Working ON, Not IN Your Business 

While you may have started your 

business out of a passion for a certain 

item or skill,  it’s important to have a 

balance of the time you spend 

working IN your business versus ON 

your business. 

If you spend all your time in the day-

to-day operations, are you putting 

enough focus on your business’ 

marketing, finances, and growth? 

We have some ideas to help you find 

balance with the time spent in and on 

your business: 

• Hire & train the right employees: 

You’ll feel more comfortable 

stepping away if you know 

everything is being handled by 

great employees. Do your best to 

hire people that are a good fit and 

take the time to train them well. 

ZingTrain has some great 

resources for training 

(zingtrain.com). 

• Delegate: It can be hard to let 

things go. You may think: “It’ll be 

better if I just do this myself,” but 

that takes away from your focus on 

other, more important tasks for the 

business. Let your team help you 

with things, so you can work ON 

the business. And when you 

delegate a task, give clear 

instructions, then let them do it. 

Try not to micromanage! 

• Work on clear & consistent 

communication: Just because 

you’re stepping away, doesn’t 

mean you should disconnect 

completely. Continue to check in 

with your team to see what their 

needs are and provide updates and 

feedback. Consider using a tool to 

communicate, like Google Keep, 

email, or something simple, like a 

dry erase board. Consistent staff 

meetings can be helpful, too. 

• Organize your time: Now that you 

have less time IN the business, how 

will you stay focused with your 

work ON it? There are many tools 

for staying organized–planners, 

calendars, and project 

management programs (like Asana 

or Monday)–and many ways to 

keep focused–like time blocking, to

-do lists, taking breaks, and goal 

setting. Experiment with how you 

can make the most of the time you 

have to work on your business. 

• Continue doing things you love: 

If you love your business, pick 

certain times to keep doing the 

things you enjoy in it. Are you a 

contractor who started your own 

business? Schedule in time to help 

work on a building project. Are you 

a chef who opened your own 

restaurant? Take a shift or two a 

week to cook the meals. Are you an 

artist who runs a gallery? Don’t 

forget to continue to make your 

own art. 

We’re not recommending shifting to 

only working behind the scenes. It’s 

about organizing your time to still 

enjoy doing the things you love, while 

putting enough focus on helping your 

business be successful. So, what can 

you do today to help you work more 

ON the business? 

A book we recommend that talks more 

about this is “The E-Myth Revisited: 

Why Most Small Businesses Don't Work 

and What to Do About It” (pictured) by 

Michael E. Gerber. 

Garey Scott of Scott Airborne Imagery is in 
the process of finishing his Real Estate 
Media Professional certification through 
Drone Launch Academy.  

Garey says, “Real estate marketing is 
changing dramatically. With social media 
and web marketing becoming essential 
parts of the mix, you need a customized 
marketing solution that allows you to 
leverage the online world in your own way. As a Real 
Estate Media Professional, my goal is to enhance the 

listing and experience for the realtor and 
their clients.” 

Scott Airborne Imagery offers roof 
surveying, mapping, and aerial 
photography and videography services in 
addition to his real estate work. Garey is 
an FAA licensed and insured drone pilot 
who is passionate about his work and 
serving others.  

For more information about Garey or the services he 
offers, visit scottairborneimagery.com.  

Scott Airborne Imagery Earns Real Estate Certification  
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CRANBERRY FESTIVAL 2022 

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

4 Your Car Connection, UPMC Northwest, Schake Industries, Township of Cranberry, 

Samuel Justus Charitable Trust, and Cranberry Beverage Corporation 

We had a great time at the 

Cranberry Mall for our 21st 

Annual Cranberry Festival! 

Thanks to everyone who 

made this day possible.  

https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/cranberry-festival/
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For their efforts in providing superior 

protection and service to their clients, 

Rossbacher Insurance Group has been 

honored again by Erie Insurance. During 

an earlier four-week time period, 

Rossbacher wrote new policies 

protecting 67 families with personal 

auto coverage and 26 individuals and 

families with life insurance. In 

recognition, Team Rossbacher earned the District Award, 

presented on September 8th.  

Team Rossbacher strives daily to achieve their mission of 

“providing comprehensive protection plans by working 

collaboratively with clients to identity exposures and 

manage risk”. Brad Allen, President of Rossbacher states, 

“We’re very proud of our team consistently earning the 

trust of new clients and working to 

protect families with life insurance. It 

truly demonstrates our team’s 

commitment to quality service, 

valuable protection, and competitive 

products.”  

Rossbacher has specialized in 

personal and commercial insurance 

for the past 94 years. The agency is 

proud to offer a full line of property/casualty insurance 

products, including auto and homeowners insurance, as 

well as business, life insurance, and Medicare coverage. 

To learn more, visit one of their four offices in Corry, 

Cranberry, Oil City or North East, or visit their website at 

TeamRossbacher.com.  

Rossbacher Insurance Group Honored by Erie Insurance  

MEMBER NEWS 

Primary Health Network (PHN) 

announced on September 6 an 

executive appointment designed to 

strengthen the Community Health 

Center’s mission to improve access to 

high-quality health care services. 

Dr. Angela Hogue has been promoted 

as the organization’s Chief Medical 

Officer (CMO). Dr. Hogue began the 

transition to the role of CMO on 

September 1, and succeeds Dr. George Garrow, who was 

appointed as PHN’s Chief Executive Officer in June 2022. 

As CMO, Dr. Hogue will set direction for PHN’s clinical 

operations, oversee quality and infection control, and 

provide leadership in collaboration with local health 

systems, other community-based providers, as well as 

academic institutions. 

"Dr. Hogue is an experienced, enthusiastic, and 

celebrated physician who has dedicated her career to 

providing compassionate and quality care to at-risk 

patients and underserved communities," said Dr. George 

Garrow, CEO of PHN. "I believe Dr. Hogue’s clinical vision 

and proven leadership will strengthen our clinical 

development efforts and support the progress of the 

Community Health Center mission within the 

communities we serve." 

Dr. Hogue joined Primary Health Network in 2016, 

serving as the lead medical physician for Greenville 

Community Health Center. Dr. Hogue earned her medical 

degree from Jefferson Medical College of Thomas 

Jefferson University, and completed her family practice 

residency training at Thomas Jefferson University 

Hospital Department of Family and Community 

Medicine, where she also served as chief resident. 

“As a community health leader, I am committed to 

supporting the initiatives and programming that have 

made PHN a leader in high quality, patient-centered 

care,” said Dr. Hogue. “I plan to develop outreach and 

partnerships that support this mission.” 

Congratulations Dr. Angela Hogue!  

Primary Health Network Appoints New Chief Medical Officer   
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EDUCATION UPDATE 

The United Way of Venango County is excited to share a new 
app to join the venangoconnect.org platform! Students can use 
this app to search for volunteer opportunities and track hours 
served. If your organization has volunteer opportunities, be 
sure to add them to the site. 

To learn more about the Chamber’s involvement in education, join our email list at: 

www.venangoready.org or view the education page at: www.venangochamber.org/education 

As part of the VenangoREADY program, we strive to 

connect educators and employers, providing students with 

opportunities to learn more about local businesses and 

careers. This includes assisting schools with business 

participation in career events and mock interviews. 

Through our monthly education email (found at 

venangochamber.org/education-emails), we keep a 

calendar of career events.  

Upcoming events:  

• 11/3 & 11/4 – Cranberry High School: Mock Interviews 

To participate in this event, contact Heather Motter at  

hmotter@cranberrysd.org 

 

• 11/10 – Rocky Grove High School: College/Career Fair 

To participate in this event, contact Beth Proper, 

bproper@staff.vgsd.org or Tracy McBride, 

tmcbride@staff.vgsd.org.  

You can also contact Kat to be added to a list of employers 

willing to assist schools with these types of events. 

Connect with Schools Through Career Events  

Work Ethic • Tactfulness & Manners • Communication • Teamwork • Critical Thinking & Problem Solving • Understanding Supervision & World of Work 

Thank you to Roser Technologies, Inc and Presbyterian SeniorCare Network 

- Oakwood Heights, for submitting information for new career posters!  

These posters are shared with local schools, to display in classrooms. The 

purpose is to get students (and visiting families) thinking about future career 

prospects and familiarize them with jobs and businesses in our area. 

To access all of the posters or create one for your business, go to 

venangochamber.org/career-posters.  

New Career Posters 

http://www.venangoready.org
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/education/
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Tell us about Allegheny River Retreat Center. 

Allegheny River Retreat Center (ARRC) offers 

many amenities, beginning with our axe throwing 

and event center and a scenic overlook of the 

Allegheny River. 

What’s the history of ARRC? 

We purchased the former Vision Quest facility 

along the Allegheny River in 2017. We will be 

developing ARRC into a “7-Mountain” Team 

Building/Leadership Training Retreat Center (to 

include a Conference Center and Lodge, Gun/

Archery Ranges, Zip lines & rope courses, nature 

trails for hiking, and much more).  

What is one thing about your business that 

would surprise people? 

The laughter and awe. At Axe Throwing, everyone 

has so much fun; either throwing or spectating, 

and it is heard in their laughter. At The Overlook, 

it’s wonderful to see the awe of visitors when 

they see the beauty of the Allegheny River.  

Describe some traits of your ideal customer.   

We have had axe throwers from children to an 86 

year old veteran; so anyone wanting to have fun! 

What is your favorite part of owning a 

business? 

Meeting the people, helping to make fun 

memories, and sharing the beauty of the 

property. 

What do you love most about operating in 

Venango County? 

The breathtaking beauty of creation during every 

season and the down-to-earth, all-American 

people. 

What steps do you plan to take in the future 

to further improve your organization? 

We’re in the final stages of securing funding, so 

further development of ARRC should be 

underway soon. 

With Kevin & Tami Barthen, Owners   

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
Axe Throwing & Scenic Overlook at ARRC 

1- (833) 843-1771  

info@ARRCMountain.com 

arrcmountain.com 

555 S. Penn Rd. 

Franklin, PA 16323 

https://www.facebook.com/AlleghenyRiverRetreatCenter/
arrcmountain.com
https://venangoyfc.org/
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Shawgo Real Estate Celebrates Titusville 

Office Opening 

On September 29, Shawgo Real Estate 
hosted an open house for their Titusville 

location. Business has been operating at 

that location for a few years, but with 
COVID restrictions and being fully 

scheduled with work, there was finally 

time to focus on celebration.  

A converted service station, this office is used by 3 full time 

employees and 10 agents, who are there to help meet clients’ 

needs. Owner Dana Shawgo said, “It’s important we acknowledge 

the agents are all working remotely. You might not see them at the 
building. We’re completely paperless.”  

The location is also an authorized U-Haul dealer, which has been a 

great marriage to better serve clients, according to Shawgo. “We 

don’t stop when the ink dries, we’ll even help you move.” The 
business also does 3D tours and arial drone photography, all done 
in-house. Shawgo added, “There’s nobody else doing what we’re 

doing. We’re trying to show people full service. We’re hoping for a 

great 2023 and beyond.”  

MEMBER NEWS  

Leadership Venango Kicks Off Year Five 

The Chamber’s leadership program, 

Leadership Venango (now in it’s 5th 

year) kicked off with a retreat at 

Whitehall Camp in Emlenton on 

September 22-23.  

Leadership Venango is a 9-month 

program designed to identify, educate, 

involve and motivate individuals who 

desire to become more effective leaders.  

This year’s class features 16 

professionals ranging in age from 20’s to 

50’s and bringing to the program years of experience in a broad 

range of fields.  

The class engaged in personality tests, team building, a 

community conversation, and more during the two-day retreat. 

They will meet again in October.  

Learn more about the Class of 2022 by reading their bios in next 

month’s edition of VenangoWorks!  

http://www.usachoice.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Here2ThereTaxi
https://nextsteptherapy.net/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Franklin Industries – Looking Ahead 

With a legacy going all the way back to 1901, Franklin Industries 

(formerly known as Franklin Steel) has been a familiar name in 

the community for generations. Right 

from the beginning, its hot-rolled rail 

steel products have gained a 

reputation for quality and strength.  

Today, their steel DOT-grade u-channel posts and industry-

leading agricultural t-posts are in demand throughout the U.S. and 

internationally. While many of their competitors manufacture 

their products using billet steel, Franklin Industries continues to 

use 100% recycled steel for all of their products.  

2022 brought Franklin Industries to their 20th year of ownership 

by the Kovalchick family, with the family’s third generation now 

working directly in the day-to-day operations of the company. The 

Kovalchicks’ commitment to keeping one of the community’s key 

employers competitive within the industry is evidenced by their 

consistent investment in the operation.  

Moving toward the future, Franklin Industries is looking at ways 

to streamline the production process with improvements such as 

a Flange Flying Shear; new mill housings to keep ready for spares; 

converting the legacy DC & synchronous rotating equipment to 

more efficient AC motors and drives; and researching ways to be 

more energy efficient, such as the possible installation of solar 

panels.  

These improvements, along with a program working toward 

making Franklin Industries an ISO9001 company, will further 

establish the company as a leader in hot rolled steel products. 

Franklin Industries is constantly searching for talented and 

energetic people to help make it 

happen and meet those future 

goals.  

With employees being their most 

valuable resource, safety will 

always be their #1 goal. 

Employees of Franklin Industries 

receive a full benefit package and just recently enjoyed a company

-sponsored Family Day at Waldameer Park in Erie. Anyone 

interested in employment is encouraged to contact their Human 

Resources Department; check their Facebook page for any specific 

openings and look them up on YouTube to learn more.  

https://primary-health.net/
https://cranberrymall.com/
https://www.caldwell-signs.com/
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CHAMBER & MEMBER NEWS 

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf, in 
partnership with the Pennsylvania 
Chamber of Business and Industry, has 
announced his support of declaring 
October 2022 as Local Chamber of 
Commerce Month in Pennsylvania.  

Wolf said: “Since its inception, the 
Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry has 
served and advocated for Pennsylvania businesses. Our 
local chambers of commerce play a critical role in 
supporting the needs of our vibrant business community 
and are essential to the commonwealth’s continued 
economic growth and advancement. As my 

administration works hard to retain 
current and create new family sustaining 
jobs by supporting business and industry 
throughout the commonwealth, I am 
grateful for our local chambers of 
commerce for the invaluable role that 
they play in ensuring that businesses 

new and old can continue to prosper in Pennsylvania. I 
commend Pennsylvania’s local chambers of commerce 
for representing thousands of businesses, and I am 
certain their efforts to enhance our communities will 
serve as an inspiration across the commonwealth for 
years to come.” 

Governor Wolf Supports October as Local Chamber of Commerce Month  

Recently I was asked, “What is going on 

with the labor pool in our country? We 

can’t find any qualified applicants.” I 

answered with some key points about 

our current labor force that I believe 

are impacting workforce challenges:  

• Baby Boomers are retiring every day. Some are 

retiring earlier than predicted. When they leave your 

organization, the “tribal knowledge” goes with them. 

• The pandemic impacted the labor market. There are 

individuals that are not back to work in full-time 

capacities. Those that are, may have reset their 

priorities and want job flexibility including hybrid 

options. 

• The U.S. birth rate has been declining since 2007. 

This leaves us with less people to fill the gaps that are 

open by those exiting the workforce. You can find 

additional information on the annual percent change 

in the U.S. Population from 1990-2021 by looking at 

the U.S. Census. 

• In my professional opinion, we have, for the past few 

decades, also focused too heavily on formal degree 

programs and not enough on trades and technical 

education. We are feeling the effects of this now as 

manufacturers struggle to find skilled employees. 

In summary, the workforce skill gap is widening. 

Employer staffing needs are growing. Add to that 

inflation, and a myriad of other culture-related concerns, 

and we are in about to be swept up in the “perfect 

storm.”   

My advice for employers who want to harness workforce 

potential is to ensure that strategy, communication and 

training and development are at the top of your strategic 

plan list for 2023. Get ahead of the storm. Strategize, 

communicate, and train your workforce for the future. 

Pam Watkins is a an HR expert and owner of Watkins HR 

Strategy. For more information, visit watkinshrs.com.  

The Skills Gap in Today’s Workforce 

By Pam Watkins, Watkins HR Strategy   
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
1 

7 

OCTOBER 2022 

Find more event details & post your own event at: beherevenango.org/events 

Matilda the Musical 

October 1-8 | Barrow-Civic Theatre, Franklin 

Applefest 

October 7-9 | Franklin 

8 

A Night at the Museum 

5:30 p.m. | Venango Museum, Oil City 

15 

Tarbell Teas 

1 - 3 p.m. | Tarbell House, Titusville 

19 

22 

Wild Mountain Fantasy Festival 

Oct 19-20 & 26-27 | Venango County Fairgrounds, Franklin 

Halloween Paint Workshop 

10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. | Artists Attic, Oil City 

29 

YMCA Trunk or Treat 

10 a.m. -  12 p.m. | Oil City Hockey Dek, Hasson Park 

29 

Household Hazards Collection Event 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Venango Co. Recycling Center, Franklin 

eAcademy Hires Heather Hondel  

Heather Hondel has been 

working as the Venango 

Chamber’s Marketing Assistant 

since January of 2021, and was 

recently hired by the Venango 

County Economic Development 

Authority as the 

Entrepreneurship Program 

Manager for eAcademy.   

Heather will continue working with the Chamber and will 

integrate the Chamber’s education efforts with her position at 

eAcademy to better connect students to the business community. 

We look forward to the opportunity to work closely with 

eAcademy while supporting Heather as she instructs students 

from our local schools in entrepreneurship.  

The link between the chamber, our education programs, and 

eAcademy offers a great opportunity due to the chambers 

existing relationships with local businesses and the pressing 

need for our students to understand career and business 

opportunities here at home.  

In addition to her work with the Chamber and eAcademy, 

Heather also works in marketing for the Grove City Alliance 

Church and hosts Social Dance Sessions, a local dance workshop.  

Congratulations Heather!  

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://hickmanwoods.com/
https://www.fun-bank.com/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
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We’d love for you to engage with the Chamber 
and there are many ways to do so! Here are 
some ideas: 
 

 Review your listing in the online membership 

     directory (members.venangochamber.org/list) 

 Contact us to create an account to update your  

     own listing (chamber@venangochamber.org) 

 Subscribe to the monthly Education Email 

    (venangoready.org) 

 Add your job opening to the Be Here Job Board 

    (beherevenango.org/jobs) 

 Add your event to the Be Here Calendar 

    (beherevenango.org/events) 

Have questions? Contact us at (814) 676-8521 

or chamber@venangochamber.org 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://venangochamber.org/
https://members.venangochamber.org/list
https://venangochamber.org/venango-ready/
http://beherevenango.org/jobs/
http://beherevenango.org/events/
https://www.northwest.bank/
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Fall is in full swing which means the 

holiday season is also approaching. 

This time of year can be fun and 

exciting—spending time with family 

and friends, attending parties, 

practicing annual traditions, 

enjoying great food and games, and 

more—but it can also bring stress 

when it comes to balancing work and 

your personal life. 

So, how can you keep up with 

everything as we get into this busy 

season, and finish the year strong? 

Some FLEX members have ideas: 

Set Boundaries 

“It’s important to set boundaries for 

yourself and with others. Make it 

clear when you are available and 

when you won’t be,” said Devin 

Zagar. “Also allow for spontaneity. 

Life is about so much more than 

work. Set that project down and do 

something out of the blue–call a 

friend and get together, take your 

significant other on a date, etc.” 

Create A To-Do List & Prioritize 

Tessa Byham told us: “At work, I first 

get everything I need to do out of my 

brain and onto paper, then I 

prioritize that list and decide what I 

can reasonably accomplish. I also try 

to start working on year-end projects 

now, so I’m not cramming everything 

in the last few weeks of the year.” 

Use the Weekend to Reset & Prep 

“I utilize the weekend to reset,” 

Laura Ordaz said. “I take time on 

weekends to do laundry, clean the 

house, prep food (whether that’s 

meal prepping or just prepping 

veggies for meals), review the week’s 

schedule so I know what meetings 

and other obligations are coming up, 

and plan my exercise routine.” 

Plan A Budget 

“With so much planning for the 

holiday season, it's easy to get 

overwhelmed and experience 

burnout between work and family,” 

Amariliz Sanchez added. “To avoid 

this and actually focus on sharing 

these beautiful moments with our 

loved ones, I like to plan ahead with 

three specific budgets for each 

holiday: gifts, decorations and 

holiday menus. Sticking to the 

budget will allow me to work with 

what I have and make the most of 

these special moments.” 

Make Time For Loved Ones 

Kyle Peasley agrees that family 

should be a focus. “I try to make time 

to visit family, especially over the 

holidays. My mother and sister don’t 

live in Pennsylvania and it’s hard to 

visit often with my work schedule, so 

the holidays are particularly 

important for us.” 

Finding a balance between work and 

personal life can be a challenge. This 

season, we hope you can find ways to 

complete your work, while also 

getting into the holiday spirit and 

making time to relax and enjoy time 

with family and friends. 

Photo above from last year’s FLEX 

Ugly Holiday Sweater Party. 

Gearing Up for the Holiday Season 
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We hear the word “manufacturing” thrown around 

when talking about local industry, but what does that 

mean? For Schake Industries, it looks like producing 

silos and offering several other fabrication services. 

Learn more about the company from Project Manager 

Kate Whitling below. 

Tell us about Schake Industries, Inc. 

Schake Industries, Inc., located in Seneca, was 

founded in Oil City in 1997 focusing on industrial 

coatings, however over the years has developed 

successfully into a producer of spiral aluminum silos. 

These silos are most often installed in plastics 

manufacturing facilities across the United States, 

Canada, and Mexico. We celebrate 25 years in 

business in October.  

What is your role at the company? 

I am currently a project manager for Schake 

Industries. My main responsibilities include 

scheduling, customer relations, risk management, 

budgeting, and team management. Being a part of a 

small business also allows me to expand my skill set 

by having a hand in accounting, inventory control, 

and business development.  

What is your favorite part about working 
at Schake Industries? 

I enjoy seeing the development and growth the 

company has gone through over the last couple of 

years. My step father started the company and has 

worked hard to successfully grow it into what it is 

today. It’s truly a rewarding experience to have the 

opportunity to follow in his footsteps and continue 

making forward progress in growing this business.  

What is surprising about the company? 

Schake Industries also offers installation and 

servicing of our products. Our trained installation 

crews will follow silos as they are shipped out across 

the continental United States. These silos are mainly 

installed in plants that produce plastic products, such 

as bottles, containers, medical devices and more.  

Is there anything else you’d like to share? 

Schake Industries not only produces spiral aluminum 

silos, but also offers a variety of manufacturing and 

fabrication services as well. Our capabilities also 

include cutting, bending, breaking, painting, 

sandblasting and powder coating.  

Learn more about Schake at schakeinc.com.  

Volunteer: Trunk or Treat 

FLEX is planning to set up at Two Mile Run County 
Park’s “Trunk or Treat” on Friday, October 21, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. We will provide the candy and 
other handouts, but would love some young 
professionals to join us! If you’d like to volunteer, 
please contact us at flex@venangochamber.org. 

Can’t attend but want to join us at a future 
community event? We’re planning to decorate a tree for the 
Barrow Civic Theatre’s display this year. Stay tuned for details! 

https://schakeinc.com/
https://teamrossbacher.com/
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Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Member Profile: Kelly Seibert 

Dr. Kelly Seibert is an optometrist 
practicing at the Wagner Family 
Eyecare in Seneca. She joined the 
practice in the Summer of 2021 and 
is currently accepting new patients. 
She specializes in primary care, 
pediatrics, ocular disease 
management, and binocular vision 
disorders.  

Kelly is a graduate of Franklin Area High School where 
she was an honors student and active in the marching 
band, student government, stage crew, track team, and 4
-H. She attended the Cook Honors College at IUP for her 
undergraduate studies in Pre-Professional Natural 
Sciences with minors in Biology and Chemistry. She is a 
graduate of the 2014 Class of the Indiana University 
School of Optometry in Bloomington, Indiana. 

Kelly externed at Indiana University Atwater Eyecare 
Center and the Indianapolis Eye Care Center, focusing on 
pediatrics, ocular disease, and specialty contact lenses. 
Additionally, she has experience at the Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Indiana working with stroke victims, TBI 
patients, and otherwise neurologically complicated 
patients. Other externships included Talley Eyecare in 
Evansville, IN, for ocular disease management, and the 
Veterans Affairs Hospital in Dayton, OH.  

After graduation, Kelly practiced optometry in both the 
greater Cincinnati area and in Pittsburgh, but now she is 
happy to be back home in Venango County. In recent 
years, she has participated in multiple service trips to 
Mexico to provide under-served areas with eyecare. She 
helps WFEC perform annual pre-school vision 
screenings, and especially enjoys working with children 
and neurodivergent individuals. Her other special 
interests include management of dry eye disease, ocular 
complications from diabetes, and binocular vision 
conditions. 

Kelly is proud to provide veterans consultations for 
service-connected benefits, as well as performing 
medical eye exams for out-of-network VA Community 
Care. She’s a member of the American Optometric 
Association and Pennsylvania Optometric Association.  

In her spare time, Kelly enjoys gardening, cooking, live 
music, DIY Home Improvements, attending local fairs 
and festivals, hiking, biking, road-tripping, and training 
her various pets including a rabbit and multiple parrots. 
She is passionate about patient care and providing 
excellent full scope eye care for our community. 

Events: Speaker Series & Halloween Social 

On Monday, October 3rd, hear from 
Amariliz Sanchez with PennWest 
Clarion-Venango and Jeff Polley with 
Together We Can on the topic of 
“Diversity, Equity & Inclusion.” 

The Speaker Series will be from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at PennWest Clarion - Venango 
(Frame Hall, Room 208). Please register for the Speaker Series 
online at: venangochamber.org/events. 

We’re also planning a Halloween 
Social! Join us at Wild Cat Mansion on 
Friday, October 28, from 6 to 10 p.m. 
for a fun evening of haunted tours, 
food, games, and more. Find updates in 
our weekly email or on our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/VenangoFLEX. 

https://westparkrehab.com/
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Speaker Series - Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Monday, Oct. 3  •  5:30 -  7 p.m.  
•  Venango Campus (Frame Hall, Room 208) 

Events & Fundraising Committee: Tuesday, October 18  •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Two Mile Trunk or Treat: Friday, October 21  •  6 - 9 p.m.  •  Two Mile Run 

County Park, Franklin • Contact us to volunteer! 

FLEX Monthly Meeting: Monday, October 24  •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Marketing Committee: Thursday, October 27  •  4:15 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Halloween Social: Friday, October 28  •  6 - 10 p.m.  •  Wildcat Mansion, Franklin 

Contact us for meeting zoom links at flex@venangochamber.org, 

or find links in our Weekly Update email. 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Get Involved with FLEX! 

October Events & Meetings: 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub 

FLEX MISSION: FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by 
positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the 

Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

CONNECT WITH US:     VenangoFLEX.org   •   flex@venangochamber.org 

MEMBERSHIP 

While you can get involved with FLEX through volunteering and 

attending events, we invite you to get even more involved through a 

committee! FLEX has the following committees: 

• Membership: Focuses on attracting & retaining young 

professionals. Also plans the FLEX Speaker Series. 

• Events & Fundraising: Plans & executes FLEX events and socials. 

• Marketing & Community Partnerships: Promotes the 

organization & coordinates volunteer activities. 

The committees meet about once a  month virtually to plan FLEX happenings and initiatives. 

You can get involved with as much or as little as you’re able—attend every meeting and help with all the 

planning, or just spearhead one specific event. 

Want to get involved? Contact us at flex@venangochamber.org.  

Interested in joining? 
Email Membership 

Committee Chair Joslyn at 
joslyn.dechant@gmail.com 

or join online at: 
 VenangoFLEX.org. 

FLEX is for young 

professionals under 40 

who live and/or work 

in Venango County. 

2022 FLEX ANNUAL MEETING 
Thursday, November 10  •  Trails to Ales II 

Free headshots, food, drinks, trivia, networking & more! 

https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbN_WlxJMaHGk-9tfxFjAnw
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
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Venango Chamber Orchestra Main Stage

October 16 at 3:00 p.m.
The Venango Chamber Orchestra features a variety of compositions performed by nearly 50 
musicians and students from throughout the region.
This is a free concert. Donations are greatly appreciated and support future efforts of the 
orchestra.

Spherus Main Stage

October 20 at 7:30 p.m.
Spherus is a circus with an extra dimension. The performers interact with light multimedia to 
create stunning effects. They work together manipulating fabric, acrylic, and wooden shapes. 
This show includes International Juggling champion Greg Kennedy, complemented by two 
aerial dancers. Tickets: $19-$24.

Christmas Tree Extravaganza Grand Opening Lobby

November 19
One of Franklin’s best holiday traditions! Trees remain for viewing and voting through 
December 22. Contact the Box Office for more information about reserving a tree. 
814-437-3440.

Christmas with Sandi Patty - Light-Up Night! Main Stage

November 19 at 8 p.m.
Returning by popular demand! Sandi Patty enjoyed her visit to Franklin so much last year, and 
she is excited to return to welcome in the holiday season in what she referred to as a “beautiful 
Hallmark town.” Sandi’s music has delighted and inspired audiences around the world for 
over 30 years. With numerous Grammy, Dove, and Billboard Music Awards, platinum and gold 
records, Sandi is one of the most highly acclaimed performers of our time. Joining Sandi for 
this exciting and inspiring holiday event will be singers from the Franklin High School Choir. You 
don’t want to miss this performance of the season!  $49 - $54

Applefest Show! Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical Main Stage

September 30, October 1, 6, 7 & 8 at 7:30 p.m. & October 2 at 2:00 p.m.
From the brilliantly batty Roald Dahl comes the story of Matilda, a genius little girl born into 
a less-than-genius family. Things only get worse when her parents send her to Crunchem 
Hall, where she meets the tyrannical Miss Trunchbull. But, armed with bravery and a big 
imagination, she proves that everyone has the power to change their destiny. Rated PG. 
Tickets $14 – $20.

The Corvettes Main Stage

Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Get transported back in time to the great 1950s Doo Wop era! The Corvettes perform the 
great music of the Doo Wop era with fresh new energy. Their entertaining show and comical 
stage antics have left many a happy audience screaming for more. In the tradition of 
legendary Doo Wop revivalists Sha Na Na, every Corvettes show is more than a concert – it’s 
an all-out Doo Wop Celebration!Tickets $19-24.
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Upcoming Events
October 2022

See all of our upcoming events, programs, & auditions at barrowtheatre.org

Do you have a special talent? Would you like to perform on 
stage for a chance to win up to $500? 

Celebration of Talent is a variety talent competition where 
winners are determined by audience vote! Talent categories 
include vocal, instrumental, dance/movement, magician, or 
other. Individual and group acts of all ages are welcome!

Visit the Barrow-Civic Theatre or 
barrowtheatre.org/talent 

for more info!

enter by January 2

• Basket Raffle
• Barrow-of-Booze Raffle

• Concessions
 

The Little Theatre bar will be open.
Grab a drink & watch the game!

Applefest® 2022
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