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SUPPORTING 
MEMBERS 

— VISIONARY — 

 

— BUILDER — 

Roser Technologies Inc. (RTI) 

CHAMBER EVENTS 

Find Chamber event and registration information at: 

venangochamber.org/events 

NEW MEMBERS 

FIND US online 

Flaherty Way Moving  

Contact: Logan Way   

Oil City, PA 16301 

(814) 657-2668 

flahertywaymoving@gmail.com 

 

 

Oil Valley Gravel, LLC 

Contact: Adam Diem   

Titusville, PA 16354 

(440) 558-6629 

adam@cdecoaching.com 

roughneckgravelroubaix.com 

 

Oil Region Astronomical Society 

Contact: Tim Spuck  

P.O. Box 1535  

Oil City, PA  16301 

info@oras.org 

oras.org 

Business is hard. It’s harder alone. You are not alone.  

Chamber Steak Fry • August 18  

Registration is open now for the Chamber’s annual Steak Fry at 

the Oil City Boat Club. Enjoy river views while you grill your 

steak to perfection and network with fellow chamber members. 

Drinks, sides, and dessert provided as well! $40 per person.  

Foxburg Mixer • August 10  

Join us in historic Foxburg for an evening of networking with the 

Butler, Clarion and Venango Chambers. Food, drinks, and great 

prizes!  

Business After Hours with Lee James • August 4 

Join us at the office of State Representative R. Lee James for his 

legislative update for small businesses. Enjoy refreshments 

while you network with members of the Venango and Franklin 

Chambers!   

Find flyers for all three events listed 

above as inserts in this newsletter.  

https://www.instagram.com/venangochamber/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoAreaChamberOfCommerce/
https://members.venangochamber.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://klapectrucking.com/
https://roughneckgravelroubaix.com/
http://www.oras.org/
https://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.webcotube.com/
https://www.clarion.edu/
https://www.upmc.com/locations/hospitals/northwest?utm_mrid=mrid0689&utm_source=GOOGLE&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=71700000037584672&utm_adgroup=58700004635606505&utm_term=northwest+upmc&utm_advertiserid=700000001754524&gclid=CjwKCAjwq5-WBhB7EiwAl-HEkq-mvy
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Tourism is Everyone’s Business 

Tourism is one of the state’s top 

economic drivers and Venango 

County is home to many of the valued 

attractions for visitors. Even a one 

day visit by a family can infuse 

hundreds of dollars into our region. 

Multiplied across the year and 

including local residents spending on 

these amenities means millions that 

can be reinvested in our community. 

Whose responsibility is it to market 

our region? The Oil Region Alliance is 

the designated tourism promotion 

agency and receives funding to do so, 

but the job is far too large for one 

organization. Additional partners 

throughout the county and even 

surrounding counties work 

collaboratively with the Oil Region 

Alliance to promote local tourist 

attractions, year-round events, and 

businesses who directly or indirectly 

are associated with visitors. We tend 

to think about lodging, restaurants, 

and bike and kayak rentals, but 

visitors may need many of the same 

goods and services as residents, 

especially if they are planning 

extended visits. 

Emily Altomare, Communications & 

Tourism Manager at the Oil Region 

Alliance,  shares that we are fortunate 

to have so many ways to reach people 

and share why they should spend 

time in the Oil Region, but it can also 

be challenging, as people acquire 

their information in many different 

ways. Traditional marketing includes 

newspaper, radio, and billboards. 

These all remain relevant for many in 

the community but can be costly and 

have time restraints. Social media–

Facebook, Instagram, and other apps–

are free or affordable, timely, and can 

be very dynamic, but still don’t reach 

those who choose not to participate. 

Websites continue to be a very 

important source of information for 

almost everyone, and as such require 

well thought-out and updated 

content. 

Printed brochures and guides have 

become more of a challenge to justify, 

but still have a place in any dynamic 

promotion. They share the same 

limitation of any traditional media, 

bearing a significant cost, taking time 

to print and distribute, and having a 

permanent non-editable format. But a 

well designed printed piece can be 

very effective in communicating the 

visual imagery of an area and 

providing important contact 

information and directions. 

Ultimately, the ORA and all partners 

in promoting our area must have the 

participation of the entire community. 

Those involved in events and 

attractions should share as much 

information as possible, directly to 

the Oil Region Alliance and through 

their own websites and promotions. 

Businesses and organizations can 

plan their offerings around how they 

serve visitors and then communicate 

these with the ORA and the 

Chamber.  Events added to the 

calendar on beherevenango.org are 

monitored by our organization and 

shared. 

Each year the Oil Region Alliance has 

published a visitor guide, which is 

distributed locally and across the 

state. It is also sent to visitors upon 

request. The next edition of the guide 

will be a two-year edition–2023 to 

2024. Emily is now seeking 

information for this multi-year 

publication, along with 

advertisements. Now is the time to 

consider what information you can 

share for inclusion. You can view the 

visitor guide online at oilregion.org/

tourism/visitor-guide. 

Emily says: “It is a privilege to get to 

share our region’s story with locals as 

well as visitors, and to work with area 

businesses and event organizers to 

bring people here to learn about all of 

the terrific things we have to offer, 

from the natural outdoor recreation 

on the waterways and trails, to the 

museums and special events, and our 

rich heritage.” 

There is no more important task in 

promoting our area than by carefully 

choosing how you speak about 

Venango County. Learn about what 

others are interested in, especially 

visitors, so that you are ready to 

provide information and share 

enthusiastically why you have chosen 

this as home. 

  

Do you want copies of the Oil Region National Heritage Area 

Visitor Guide for your business?  

Call Emily Altomare at (814) 677-3152.  
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UPMC Northwest Names VP of Operations 

UPMC Northwest has announced Jonathan 
Bailey as the hospital’s Vice President of 
Operations. Bailey, a resident of Greenville and 
22-year employee of UPMC, has served as 
director of imaging services and operations at 
UPMC Horizon in Mercer County and UPMC 
Jameson in New Castle since 2016.  

Bailey also served as the administrative contact 
between UPMC Jameson, UPMC Horizon and 
systemwide UPMC service lines, to include 

UPMC Centers for Rehab Services, construction, laboratory 
services, corporate real estate, marketing, and supply chain 
management. 

“Beyond his extensive managerial experience, Jonathan is known 
for his work ethic, dedication, and positive and collaborative 
spirit,” UPMC Northwest President Brian Durniok said. “By being 
accessible to staff and focusing on relationship building, he has 
helped enhance retention, which is an ongoing priority 
throughout UPMC.” 

Bailey has a master’s degree in business administration from 
Point Park University and a bachelor’s degree in exercise science 
from Slippery Rock University.  

Congratulations Jonathan Bailey! 

Thomas Named FASD Superintendent 

The Franklin Area School District recently chose 

Dr. Eugene Thomas to fill the role of 

superintendent. School board President Sabrina 

Backer said the PA School Board Association 

conducted the candidate search, references, 

checks, and conducted interviews, and that 

Thomas’ “exceptional background, experience, 

and references” were factors in the decision. 

Thomas grew up outside of New Castle and has family and 

relatives in Titusville, Marienville, and New Castle. Thomas, 

joined by his wide Lisa and daughter Gianna, hopes to finish his 

career with the district. 

Backer said expectations are that Thomas will “come in and take 

the district to new heights and really engage the staff and 

community.” 

Welcome, Dr. Thomas!  

MEMBER NEWS 

http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
https://fscas.org/
http://dalewoodard.com/
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Oil City Rotary Club Installs New Officers 

Rebekah Deal, who served for the 

past two years as President of the 
Oil City Rotary, has officially passed 

the gavel to Kevin Frawley, who will 

serve as President for the next year.  

Additional officers include, Vice 
President Beth Harman, Treasurer 

Bob Cross, and Secretary Nancy 
Clemente.  

The 2022-2023 board will also 
include Dave Wagner, Mark Ziegler, Spencer Mehlburger, Susan 

Williams, Lisa Winger, Zayzay Kpadeh, and Rebekah Deal as 

immediate past president.  

Kepple Joins Wagner Family Eye Care Team 

Wagner Family Eye Care is pleased to 

announce the joining of Dr. Makayli 

(Terwilliger) Kepple to the WFEC team. Dr. 

Kepple is an Emlenton native who 

graduated as valedictorian from Allegheny-

Clarion Valley High School in 2014. She 

attended Grove City College where she was 

a four-year collegiate athlete and obtained a 

Bachelor of Science in Biology with a Minor 

in Psychology in 2018.  

Following undergraduate school, she pursued her passion for 

eyecare by attending Salus University (formerly Pennsylvania 

College of Optometry) where she graduated Summa Cum Laude 

with a Doctorate of Optometry in 2022. After school, she was 

excited to have the opportunity to move back home and now 

resides in Emlenton with her husband, Tyler Kepple.  

Dr. Kepple plans to be active in the community by volunteering 

her time to perform vision screenings and participating in other 

community-outreach activities. In her free time, she enjoys 

staying active by taking walks, hiking, and kayaking; although her 

favorite days are spent making memories with her husband, 

family, and friends.  

Welcome, Dr. Kepple!  

MEMBER NEWS 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.for-cu.com/
https://www.stifel.com/branch/pa/franklin
https://gbswebservices.com/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Clarion Federal Credit Union is modernizing and 
changing its name to Top Tier Federal Credit Union. As 
the Credit Union continues to grow and expand into 13 
counties across northwestern Pennsylvania the decision 
was made to update the Credit Union name to align with 
long term strategic goals.  

Board President, Deb Boyles, stated “The Credit Union 
will have a new name but will continue to deliver the 
same great products and services that members have 
come to expect.” Mark Lauer, CEO, added “The Top Tier 

name will aid in our continued expansion into markets 
outside of our local geographic area.”  

The new name allows current and future members to 
recognize the Credit Union’s mission of delivering top 
tier service to our members.  

The Credit Union has been doing business in the local 
area for over 82 years. The original, Clarion Onized 
Federal Credit Union, was created in 1940 by 20 
members of the Owens Illinois glass plant in Clarion. In 
2010 the name was shortened to Clarion Federal Credit 
Union. Now in 2022, the name is being updated to Top 
Tier Federal Credit Union, in hopes of bringing our Credit 
Union’s services to potential members of 13 counties in 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 

Clarion Federal Credit Union Changing Name to Top Tier  

Oil City Main Street Seeks Input with Public Art Survey  

The Oil City Main Street 

Program’s Public Art Committee 

has launched a community input 

survey to gather opinions about 

public art in the city. The survey 

will be open through August 31 

and is available both online and 

in paper form at various 

locations around town. 

The Public Art Committee was 

originally formed by the Oil City 

Main Street Program in 2014 as 

a Mural Review Panel. It developed and launched a 

Downtown Murals program that has since resulted in 

nine mural projects. Led by Marcy Hall (pictured), a 

National Transit Studio Artist and painter known for her 

whimsical interpretations of the world, the group began 

working on the survey in the spring as a step in 

establishing a thoughtful plan for public art in town.  

The launch of the survey was timed in conjunction with 

Hall’s recent completion of her own public art project at 

the Oil City Library in early July. The project transformed 

the steps of the library’s main entrance along Central 

Avenue into a vivid, colorful stack of well-known classic 

books, both children's and adult titles.  

The books were selected with 

input from the community 

earlier this year. "The most 

important part of Public Art is 

the public part. I loved that 

library patrons voted for the 

books that ended up on the 

steps,” stated Hall. “That's why 

our Public Art Survey is so 

important to us-- we want to 

hear what the community wants 

to see in the way of Public Art."  

The survey can be found online at surveymonkey.com/r/

OCMS_PublicArt. Paper copies are available at the Oil City 

Library, the City of Oil City, Oil Region Alliance office, and 

Karma Coffee, and may be delivered to the Oil City Main 

Street Program (Oil Region Alliance office) at 217 Elm 

Street, Oil City, by August 31. The survey takes about 10 

minutes to complete.  

The survey and work of the Public Art Committee are 

among the various arts-based initiatives on the Main 

Street Program’s current five-year revitalization 

strategy. Questions about the Public Art Committee’s 

projects or the survey may be directed to the Oil City 

Main Street Program office at (814) 677-3152. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OCMS_PublicArt
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OCMS_PublicArt
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Business Tip of the Month: Productivity 

By Morgan Pifer, Chamber Intern 

Are you finding it difficult to tune into 

work and are wanting to increase your 

productivity? Small adjustments in 

your daily life can lead to lasting 

changes in productivity, but it takes 

discipline and practice. To begin, 

productivity begins with you! Are you 

looking to remove distractions? Are 

you looking to increase “fun” in your 

work environment? 

Sit down for 3-5 minutes and write 

what you want to change in your 

productivity, this is important to 

success! When you understand your 

needs, you're more inclined to 

respond to them.  

Boosting productivity is simple with 

these tips: 

• Ask for help: Sometimes the 

simplest thing you need is help! 

Ask a question or for assistance, if 

you find yourself unsure, the task 

will be completed a lot sooner with 

the guidance of a team member. 

• Identify the time you are most 

productive: Every individual has a 

time where they are most 

productive, what is yours? When 

you understand the time you work 

most efficiently, you can schedule 

your day in a more productive 

manner.  

• Declutter your environment: 

Working in an environment that is 

cluttered leaves your mind in a 

disarray. It also causes you to 

delay tasks due to searching for 

missing items. Begin your day with 

a quick declutter and 

organization.  

• Get your most dreaded task out 

of the way: Begin with a task that 

is not your favorite, your day and 

productivity will increase when 

you are able to focus more 

concisely on other variables.  

• Schedule social media: When you 

schedule your social media posts 

you are able to increase 

productivity elsewhere. Set time 

aside to get your posts prepared 

and scheduled out, that way other 

tasks can be completed without 

the stress of having to post.  

• Get organized: Using a calendar 

or planner is a highly effective tool. 

It offers daily, weekly, and monthly 

check-ins while allowing you to 

keep all events and information 

concisely together.  

The Chamber uses various tools such 

as Panda Journal, Google docs, and 

Google Calendar to assist their 

productivity. Start with some small 

steps today to lead to great 

productivity in your business.  

BE HERE HAPPENINGS 

Be Here has had a fun summer! For 

Oil Heritage Festival, we had a float 

in the parade (and tied for first 

place in the nonprofit category) 

and at the end of the month Be 

Here Ambassadors met at Iron 

Furnace in Franklin to connect. 

Stay up-to-date with Be Here 

happenings on Facebook, 

Instagram, or on our website at 

BeHereVenango.org. You’re also 

invited to reach out to Program 

Manager Ashley Sheffer to learn 

how to become an ambassador at 

asheffer@venangochamber.org. 
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Photos on this page courtesy of 

Eight & 322.  

We had a fantastic time celebrating the 44th 

Annual Oil Heritage Festival! Thank you to every 

single person who contributed to the success of 

this year’s event.  

See you next year: July 20-23, 2023 
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Thank you to our Gold Level Sponsors!  

City of Oil City  

DBS Development & Consulting, LLC 

Heath Oil  

Henry & Beverly Suhr 

Pathways Adolescent Center 

Samuel Justus Charitable Trust 

Venango Region Catholic Schools 

Find more photos 

on our  

Facebook page!  
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EDUCATION UPDATE 

Check it out! If your business has a field trip or career 
opportunity, like the Central Electric “Safety City” presentation 
pictured right, please let us know. We’d like to add it to our list 
to share with educators. Contact Kat at (814) 676-8521 or 
kthompson@venangochamber.org. 

To learn more about the Chamber’s involvement in education, join our email list at: 

www.venangoready.org or view the education page at: www.venangochamber.org/education 

If you’ve been in a store recently, you’ve probably 

noticed “Back to School” signs, supplies, and maybe even 

excited or disappointed students, marking the end of 

summer and the beginning of fall approaching. As 

students, parents, and teachers prepare for the start of 

the new school year, we encourage you and your 

business to prepare to be involved as well. Here are 

some ways your business can support our education 

efforts and the VenangoREADY program.  

1. Subscribe to and read the monthly education 

email. In this email sent mid-month, we share career 

opportunities for students and ways employers and 

educators can connect. Keep an eye on the calendar 

of events and participate in mock interviews or 

career days. Share information with teachers and 

schools about an educational opportunity your 

business provides, like an in-class presentation, 

business tour, job shadow, scholarship or internship.  

2. Add your business as a VenangoREADY 

Supporter. Adding your business to the list of 

supporters on our website means you and your 

business recognize the importance of students taking 

the initiative to gain proficiency in the core 

attributes, and value the VenangoREADY 

designation. It’s also another way to highlight your 

business and its opportunities. 

3. Create a Career Poster. We have a free catalog of 

career posters we make available to all local schools. 

Simply provide us with the information and we’ll 

make an 11x17 poster that students, parents, and 

anyone else visiting the schools can see to start 

thinking about a career at your business.  

Businesses Can Go “Back to School” Too 

Work Ethic • Tactfulness & Manners • Communication • Teamwork • Critical Thinking & Problem Solving • Understanding Supervision & World of Work 

Find more on our website at: 

venangochamber.org/education-emails 

venangochamber.org/venangoready-supporters 

venangochamber.org/career-posters 

http://www.venangoready.org
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/education/
https://venangochamber.org/education-emails/
https://venangochamber.org/venangoready-supporters/
https://venangochamber.org/career-posters/


 

11  Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  •  venangochamber.org 

Tell us about how Iron Furnace Coffee began. 

I have always aspired to own my own business, 

specifically a coffee shop. After working in the 

coffee industry for several years, the perfect 

opportunity to open my own shop in Franklin 

presented itself and after some hard work and 

many great connections, the business opened in 

May of this year.   

What do you love most about working in 

Venango County? 

I love that we are able to get to know most of the 

people who walk into our shop and create 

relationships with them. Having regulars after 

only being open for a few months is really nice.  

Describe some traits of your ideal customer.  

Someone who loves coffee, is excited to try new 

things, and loves their community!  

 

What is your favorite part of owning a 

business? 

I have really loved creating my own brand and 

social media presence, and I love being a part of 

the community in a totally unique way. I also love 

getting to work with other local business owners 

and artists.  

What is one thing about your business that 

would surprise people? 

We’re not just coffee! We also serve loose leaf 

teas. We love tea almost as much as coffee and 

we take it just as seriously. In addition to our 

drinks, we have a selection of toasts, a kale salad 

and a yogurt parfait - so stop by for breakfast or 

lunch!  

 

Middle and right photos above by  

Jena Hollidge Photography.  

With Hannah Gamble, Owner  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
Iron Furnace Coffee  

(814) 5185151 

info@ironfurnacecoffee.com 

1236 Liberty Street  

Franklin, PA 16323 

https://www.facebook.com/ironfurnacecoffee
https://www.instagram.com/ironfurnacecoffee/
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Northwest Commission Seeks Input on 
Greenways Plan  

The Northwest Commission 
initiated an update of the 
Northwest Pennsylvania 
Greenways Plan in the spring 
with the goal of furthering its 
efforts to: 

• Provide benefits for current and future residents by building 
upon existing and establishing new recreation and 
transportation greenway corridors; 

• Conserve the region’s essential natural resources; 

• Identify projects which foster economic development through 
recreation and recreational partnerships; 

• Determine techniques to strengthen regional resiliency in a 
way that both enhances quality of life, and promotes 
sustainable growth through the development of regional 
greenways and natural assets. 

• Some greenways are for human activity and may 
accommodate motorized and non-motorized recreation and 
transportation uses. Other greenways conserve natural 
infrastructure for the benefit of community, economy, and 
environment and are not designed for human passage. 

To update the plan, your feedback is requested. The survey asks 
how users interact with greenways areas and what improvements 
or expansions they would like to see in the future. The survey can 
be accessed online at arcg.is/1bi8nS. 

VCAF Plans Labor Day Show  

Kyla Parkinson, owner of Victorian Art and Frame 

will be hosting a Photography Show in September 

celebrating local laborers.  

She is requesting that photos capturing moments 

of our local industrial workers, in their 

workplace, be submitted to victoriancityart@gmail.com by August 

15 in order to have time for framing. The top 20 will be printed 

and displayed in the gallery, located at 1273 Liberty St in Franklin.  

All other photos will be run digitally in-house, during the show. 

Opening night will be September 1. A special discount will be 

given to those participating, who would like to purchase a print. 

For more information, contact Kyla at (814) 437-9509.  

MEMBER NEWS 

http://www.usachoice.net/
arcg.is/1bi8nS
https://www.facebook.com/Here2ThereTaxi
https://nextsteptherapy.net/
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MEMBER NEWS 

Clark's Donuts Has New Ownership 
Evan and Shannon Martin are the new 
owners of Clark’s Donuts, a regional 
business recently celebrating 85 years. 

Former owners Terry and Kelly Neidich 
have operated the business for many years 
after taking over from Terry’s father, 
Donald Neidich. 

Donald Neidich started working at Clark’s in 1957, 20 years after 
the business was founded. He purchased the company in 1984 and 
was very involved with the business until his death in 2016.  

Clark’s Donuts began in Oil City and later moved to 
Cranberry,  relocating in 2021 to its current location at 3486 
Route 257, Seneca. 

Clark’s, a favorite of many locals and visitors, supplies donuts to 
nearly 80 stores in Venango, Clarion, Crawford, Forest, Mercer 
and Erie counties. 

Birch’s Graphix New Owner of Titusville 
Business 

After 33 years in business, the owners 
of  Bluegill Graphix have sold their business to 
Beth and Lori Birch. Birch's Graphix and Small 
Town Creations will be adding services like 
engraving and sublimation printing on 
promotional items, like coffee cups and mugs.  

Check out their new Facebook page, Birch's 
Graphix and Small Town Creations. You can 
reach them at the same number, (814) 827-
7003 or stop by and visit at 318 North Franklin Street in Titusville.  

For more information, visit their website at: birchsgraphix.com 

Oil Region Astronomical Society Ribbon 
Cutting  

Susan recently attended the ribbon 
cutting for one of the Chamber’s newest 
members - the Oil Region Astronomical 
Society (ORAS)!  

ORAS was celebrating the official 
opening of the Oil Region Astronomy 
Learning Center on Camp Coffman 
Road. Learn more about ORAS by visiting their website at oras.org.  

https://primary-health.net/
https://cranberrymall.com/
https://www.caldwell-signs.com/
https://birchsgraphix.com/
http://www.oras.org/
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CHAMBER & MEMBER NEWS 

The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum 
Commission (PHMC) has appointed Michael 
Knecht to the role of Site Administrator at 
Drake Well Museum and Park. In this 
position, Knecht will supervise the 240-acre 
historic site showcasing the well, which 
launched the modern petroleum Industry.  

Knecht has led many nonprofit and 
government agencies, most recently as the 
site administrator at Old Economy Village in 
Ambridge, PA where he worked for over ten years. Old 
Economy Village tells the story of the Harmony Society, 

one of the oldest and most successful 
religious communal groups of the nineteenth 
century.  

Knecht is a strong planner who shows 
attention to detail and passion for his work. 
Knecht brings a plethora of experience to his 
new role at Drake Well, having directed a 
wide variety of art, history, and cultural 
organizations during his career. He is excited 
to live in the Northwest corner of 

Pennsylvania again and to be part of the Titusville 
Community.  

Drake Well Museum and Park Hires Full-Time Site Administrator  

Recently, I have had the pleasure of having several 
members request a meeting with me, to simply 
connect. We’ve met at their place or ours, and have spent 
as little as 30 minutes or as long as a couple hours 
together.  

In each case, these meetings have been focused on the 
member business and gives us a chance to explore how 
things are going, what challenges we may be able to 
address together, the good things happening that need 
celebrated or built upon, and how the Chamber plays a 
role in addressing these. Almost always, we exchange 
contacts that we realize would benefit each of us 
meeting.   

At the Chamber, we are continually meeting new people 
and learning of new resources that can be valuable to 

share.  While we do this via email, 
our website, and newsletter, nothing 
is as impactful as a personal 
conversation. And while I do my 
best to keep up with what is going 
on in our member businesses and 
organizations, I can miss important 
things you may want me, my staff 
and other members to know. 

If a call or Zoom works best, I am available for those, but 
if an in-person works for you, let me know and I’ll buy 
the coffee (tea, soda, or your preference)! 

Contact Susan by calling the Chamber office ay (814) 
676-8521 or emailing swilliams@venangochamber.org.  

Let’s Connect!  
By Susan Williams, Chamber President/CEO 

Leadership Venango is 
the Chamber’s 9-month 
leadership program 
designed to identify, 
educate, involve, and 

motivate those who desire to become more effective 
leaders.  

The program engages citizens from a broad range of 
geographical, institutional, and economic backgrounds, 
with the goal to ensure that new leadership will 

continuously be added to the community. Heading in to 
the programs fifth year, the Chamber is hoping to have a 
class of around 20 participants.  

A previous participant stated: “I've made invaluable 
connections with classmates, gained insights into the 
workings of Venango County businesses and the 
leadership behind them, and I've even managed to learn 
new things about myself along the way.” 

To apply or learn more, visit leadershipvenango.org or 
call Tessa at (814) 676-8521.  

Leadership Venango Seeking Applicants for Class of 2023 

https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/leadership-venango/
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20th Annual Cranberry Festival  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
2 

6 

AUGUST 2022 

Find more event details & post your own event at: beherevenango.org/events 

All of Us Pennsylvania Enrollment 

9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. | Oil City Library 

Venango County Fair 

August 6 - 13 | Venango Co. Fairgrounds, Franklin 

12 

Agatha Christie’s Black Coffee 

August 12-21 | Barrow–Civic Theatre, Franklin 

The Chamber is excited to celebrate 

20 years of the Cranberry Festival in 

2022. Scheduled for September 17 at 

the Cranberry Mall, we are actively 

looking for sponsors, volunteers, and 

vendors for the annual event.  

If you are interested in having you business or organization be 

represented as a sponsor, vendor, or volunteer - reach out now!  

Contact Tessa by phone at (814) 676-8521 or by email at 

tbyham@venangochamber.org.  

Find a sponsorship form as an insert in this newsletter.  

13 

SBDC First Step Seminar 

5 - 8:30 p.m. | Zoom (Virtual Event) 

14 

19 

Drake Well Marathon 

7 a.m. | Drake Well Museum & Park, Titusville 

BridgeFest 

August 19 & 20 | Downtown Oil City 

20 

Rock in River Festival 

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Riverfront Park, Franklin 

27 

Festival of the Book 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Central Ave Plaza, Oil City 

Chamber Steak Fry  

Join us at the Oil City Boat Club on August 

18 for our annual Chamber Steak Fry. 

Registration is $40 per person.  

We invite you to come straight from 

work or change into casual dress to relax 

by the river for an evening of networking 

with fellow Chamber members. Pick out a steak and cook it just 

the way you like it! All beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic), 

sides and dessert are provided.  

Find a registration form as an insert in this newsletter.  

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://hickmanwoods.com/
https://www.fun-bank.com/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
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We’d love for you to engage with the Chamber 
and there are many ways to do so! Here are 
some ideas: 
 

 Review your listing in the online membership 

     directory (members.venangochamber.org/list) 

 Contact us to create an account to update your  

     own listing (chamber@venangochamber.org) 

 Sign up as a supporter of VenangoREADY 

    (venangoready.org) 

 Add your job opening to the Be Here Job Board 

    (beherevenango.org/jobs) 

 Add your event to the Be Here Calendar 

    (beherevenango.org/events) 

Have questions? Contact us at (814) 676-8521 

or chamber@venangochamber.org 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://venangochamber.org/
https://members.venangochamber.org/list
https://venangochamber.org/venango-ready/
http://beherevenango.org/jobs/
http://beherevenango.org/events/
https://www.northwest.bank/
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When you hear the word 

“networking,” you may immediately 

picture a professional event where 

you make awkward small talk and 

hand out business cards. 

Networking, however, can be done in 

so many different ways. 

One of our goals with FLEX is to help 

young professionals meet one 

another in a comfortable 

environment. While we do have 

some fancier events, like FLEX 

Presents, and we encourage FLEX 

members to attend Chamber mixers, 

there are plenty of opportunities for 

less formal networking. 

FLEX socials are a great example. At 

our Summer Kick-Off in June, we sat 

around a campfire, played yard 

games, kayaked, and camped. On 

August 12 at our Coffee Chat, we’ll 

just be hanging out at Iron Furnace 

Coffee before work drinking coffee 

and eating pastries.  

“I’m from this area, but recently 

moved home from college and 

appreciated the opportunity to 

connect with people this summer,” 

said Morgan Pifer, Venango Chamber 

Intern. “By attending Be Here and 

FLEX events, I was able to network 

with so many people while having 

fun and not feeling pressured to act a 

certain way.” 

Volunteering is another way to 

network without attending an actual 

“networking event.” Many 

connections were made in July while 

young professionals handed out 

treats at the Oil Heritage Ice Cream 

Social and filled beer packages at 

Bike ‘n Brew.  

“At a normal social networking event 

you have to make a conversation 

from scratch with people that you 

don't know, which can be difficult for 

an introvert,” said FLEX Member 

Zach Miller. “Volunteering is a better 

way for someone like myself because 

it gives a common activity to work on 

or talk about rather than having to 

generate a conversation from 

scratch. It's been nice meeting 

people in the area that I otherwise 

wouldn't have.” 

Networking doesn’t have to be 

intimidating. We encourage you to 

join us at an upcoming event or 

social, whether it’s more formal or 

casual. Here are some opportunities: 

• FLEX Coffee Chat: Friday, August 

12, 7-8AM, Iron Furnace Coffee 

• Lee James Mixer: Thursday, 

August 4, 5-7PM, Office of State 

Rep. R. Lee James 

• Foxburg Mixer: Wednesday, 

August 10, 5-7PM, Foxburg 

Businesses 

• Venango Chamber Steak Fry: 

Thursday, August 18, 4PM, Oil 

City Boat Club 

• Cranberry Festival: Saturday, 

September 17, Cranberry Mall 

• FLEX Speaker Series: Tentatively 

planned for October 

Have questions or want to learn 

more about these events? Contact us 

at flex@venangochamber.org or visit 

venangochamber.org/events. 

The Many Ways to Network 

https://members.venangochamber.org/events
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Most of us travel on paved roads each day, but do you 

know how much goes into creating these roads? FLEX 

Member Maggie Schwabenbauer shared some 

information with us on her employer IA Construction. 

Tell us about IA Construction. 

IA Construction Corporation is a paving company 

based out of Franklin. It is also a subsidiary of Barrett 

Industries which operates across Pennsylvania, Ohio, 

and New York, and Barret is also a subsidiary of a 

national corporation called Colas Industries, based out 

of France. IA has five asphalt plants—four are located 

in PA and one is located in Corriganville, MD. We also 

operate four quarries throughout PA and NY.  

What is your role at the company? 

I am the Assistant Environmental Coordinator, which 

means I’m responsible for making sure all 

environmental permits are in compliance and our 

employees are following the restrictions outlined 

within our permits. As the environmental coordinator, 

I get to travel to all IA locations regularly to make sure 

all paperwork is in order and our employees do not 

need any extra support. I have also started taking on 

more roles in the Quality Control Department of our 

company. This has allowed me to learn more about the 

testing of our materials.  

What is your favorite part about working 
for IA Construction?  

I love the flexibility it gives me to travel throughout 

the state and the country. I also enjoy being a member 

of a small company where everyone is looking out for 

one another. IA Construction prides itself on keeping 

our employees safe and producing high quality 

materials that support our community, and I am very 

proud to be part of their team. 

What is suprising about the business? 

Something that I think people would be surprised to 

learn about IA Construction is all of the planning and 

coordination that goes into creating the roads we 

travel every day. There is a lot of thought that goes 

into constructing a roadway and many moving parts. 

Is there anything else you’d like to share? 

If you are interested in learning more, you can visit the 

sites below: 

iaconstruction.com   

barrettindustries.com 

colasusa.com 

You can also find us on Facebook (facebook.com/

IAConstructionCorp) and Linkedin (linkedin.com/

company/ia-construction-corporation). 

Thank you for sharing, Maggie! 

FLEX FACEBOOK GROUP 
If you’re a FLEX member, you 
have access to our Facebook 

group! Here you can find: 

News or updates from members 
Invitations to events 

Opportunities to volunteer 
& much more! 

Contact us if you haven’t been added! 

http://www.iaconstruction.com/
https://barrettindustries.com/
https://www.colasusa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IAConstructionCorp
https://www.facebook.com/IAConstructionCorp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ia-construction-corporation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ia-construction-corporation/
https://teamrossbacher.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flexyoungprofessionals
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We had two successful events in July—Bike ‘n 
Brew and the Ice Cream Social—both part of 
the Annual Oil Heritage Festival! 

Huge thank you to everyone who contributed 
to these events, through volunteerism, 

sponsorship, donations, and attendance. Find more photos on 
the back page of this FYI newsletter or on our Facebook page. 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Member Profile: Kessa Moore 

Kessa Moore is the Communication 
Representative at Central Electric 
Cooperative, located in Parker, PA.  

She grew up in Landisburg, PA, 
which is in Perry County, and went 
to Slippery Rock University, where 
she graduated with a bachelor's 
degree in Communication and a 
concentration in Public Relations. 

Being a 2021 college grad, Kessa’s most recent 
achievement was getting hired at Central Electric 
Cooperative. “They had many applicants and I'm very 
lucky to work for such a great organization,” she told 
us. 

A professional goal of Kessa’s is to complete the 
Certified Cooperative Communicator program in the 

next few years. 

Her dog just had a litter of seven puppies, so her free 
time is currently spent taking care of them. I also 
occasionally get creative with my Cricut. 

She’s fairly new to the area, but has found some 
favorite spots already, like Trails to Ales Brewery, her 
“go-to” for a night out. 

The outdoors are something Kessa has learned to love 
about our region. She likes to kayak and enjoys her 
scenic drive to work. 

In addition, she’s a big fan of the small town feel and 
close-knit work environment she gets to experience. 

“I'm always looking for new places to try and things to 
see,” Kessa told us. “Since I'm not from the area it's also 
nice meeting people!” 

FLEX Update: New Promo Video 

July Events: Thank You! 

Have you noticed Devin Zagar of 7 Foot 
Productions at some of our recent 
FLEX events? He is gathering footage 
for a new video promoting our group. 

Devin is a FLEX member and his 
business  provides services like 
videography, photography, 3D tours, 
social media marketing, and website 
design. 

We’re excited to work with Devin and can’t wait to see the 
video come together and show what FLEX is all about.  If you 
have any questions or want to help with future FLEX 
promotional efforts, join our Marketing & Community 
Partnerships Committee meeting on Thursday, August 25th. 

https://westparkrehab.com/
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Coffee Chat: Friday, August 12  •  7-8 a.m.  •  Iron Furnace Coffee, 

Franklin  •  Stop by for a few minutes or stay the whole time!  

Events & Fundraising Committee: Tuesday, August 16 •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

FLEX Monthly Meeting: Monday, August 22  •  12 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Marketing Committee: Thursday, August 25  •  4:15 p.m.  •  Zoom 

Contact us for meeting zoom links at flex@venangochamber.org, 

or find links in our Weekly Update email. 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub Event Photos: Bike ‘n Brew & Ice Cream Social 

August Events & Meetings: 

Member Profile: Stephanie Staub 

FLEX MISSION: FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by 
positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the 

Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

CONNECT WITH US:     VenangoFLEX.org   •   flex@venangochamber.org 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Kessa Moore 

Interested in joining? 
Email the FLEX Membership 

Committee Chair Joslyn Dechant at 
joslyn.dechant@gmail.com or join 

online: VenangoFLEX.org. 

https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbN_WlxJMaHGk-9tfxFjAnw
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/events-meetings/flex-presents/


business
after hours

mixer

JOIN US AT THE OFFICE OF STATE
REPRESENTATIVE R. LEE JAMES FOR HIS

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES!

RSVP TO TESSA BYHAM BY CALLING (814) 676-8521 OR

EMAILING TBYHAM@VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG

OR TO JODI BAKER-LEWIS BY CALLING (814) 432-5823 OR

EMAILING JODI@FRANKLINAREACHAMBER.ORG

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4TH
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

WITH STATE
REPRESENTATIVE 

R. LEE JAMES 

LOCATED AT 
3220 STATE ROUTE 257, SUITE 8 

SENECA, PA 

THIS IS A JOINT MIXER WITH THE
VENANGO AND FRANKLIN AREA

CHAMBERS OF COMMCERCE



    What is Leadership Venango?

    How do I apply?

    Tuition and Application

Leadership Venango is a nine-month program designed to identify, educate, involve and motivate
individuals who desire to become more effective leaders. The program engages citizens from a
broad range of geographical, institutional and economic backgrounds, with the goal to ensure that
new leadership will continuously be added to the community. During the nine months, the class will
seek to better understand the problems and opportunities we face in creating the best future for
Venango County.

Applications can be found by visiting the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 
(24 Seneca Street, Oil City) or online at leadershipvenango.org. 

The cost of the program is $950 per person, and includes all meals, materials, and retreat.
Scholarship opportunities are available each year. 
Complete and submit the application form, signed by both the applicant and the employer/sponsor,
by August 5, 2022. 

Please call Tessa Byham at the Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce with any questions (814) 676-8521. 



FOXBURG MIXER  

RSVP to the Venango Chamber: 

(814) 676-8521 

tbyham@venangochamber.org  

 

RSVP to the Clarion Chamber:  

(814) 226-9161  

tracy@clarionpa.com 

 

RSVP to the Butler Chamber:  

(724) 283-2222 

info@butlercountycdc.com 

Join us in historic Foxburg for an evening 

of networking with the Butler, Clarion and 

Venango Chambers.  

Wednesday, August 10  

 

5 PM - 7 PM  

 

Registration:  

Grape Arbor Patio of 

Foxburg Wine Cellars  

 

Food, drinks, and great 

prizes!  



$40.00 per person. 
Reservation form on back or scan QR code
RSVP by August 11

Venango Chamber
Steak Fry 2022

Join the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce for our annual Steak
Fry event on August 18. Pick out a steak and cook it just the way you
like it! All beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic), sides and dessert

are provided. We invite you to come straight from work or change
into casual dress to relax by the river for an evening of networking

with fellow Chamber members. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18

OIL CITY BOAT CLUB 

4 PM - ?



Reservation Form 
(or register online at venangochamber.org/events)

Name ________________________________________ 
Company _____________________________________
Address ______________________________________
Phone ________________________________________ 
Email ________________________________________

   Invoice Me           Check Enclosed          Will call Chamber to pay with card 

$40.00 per person

Venango Chamber Steak Fry 2022

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Attendees: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Directions:
Take Route 62 West from Oil City and
turn left toward Tionesta at the Rt. 157
junction… travel just a short distance

and turn left on to Rockmere Road.
Follow that past the storage units and

make a left at the first intersection.
Stay on this road and it will take you

directly to the Boat Club. 
 

Please obey the posted speed limit of
15 MPH. Parking is limited at the Boat
Club, so car pooling is encouraged.



Cranberry Festival 2022 

Sponsorship Opportunities 

(see back for details) 

Saturday, September 17 

Response due by August 26 for full recognition of support 

Music, food, cars, and family fun! Join 
us at the Cranberry Mall on Saturday, 

September 17th for the 20th Annual 
Cranberry Festival.  

 

Your contribution as a sponsor makes 
this festival possible! Let the 

community know you are a supporter 
by sponsoring at the Gold, Silver, 

Bronze, or Patron level. We also have 
sponsorship options for our Car Show 
that include recognition on the official 

Car Show t-shirts.  
 

See details on the back of this page and 
call the Venango Chamber with  

any questions! 



The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to host the 2022 Cranberry Festival. 

The festival is only possible through the tremendous support of our sponsors, 

volunteers, and the Township of Cranberry.  

This year’s festival will be held at the Cranberry Mall again, and we believe it is important 

to celebrate community and to maintain as much of our tradition as possible! 

We hope you will consider supporting this community festival, now in its 20th year, with 

your sponsorship and your attendance. 

Can we count on your support?  
 

Details and schedule will be shared at www.cranberry-festival.com 

Cranberry Festival • September 17, 2022 

Gold Sponsorship $1500 

• Sponsor banner displayed on Rt 257 

• Sponsor mention in festival radio advertising 

• Sponsor listing with logo on Chamber website and in 

VenangoWorks! newsletter 

• Social media and video promotion 

 

Silver Sponsorship $700 

• Sponsor mention in festival radio advertising 

• Sponsor listing bold on Chamber Website and in 

VenangoWorks! Newsletter 

• Social media promotion 

Bronze Sponsorship $300 

• Sponsor listing on Chamber website and in VenangoWorks! 

newsletter 

 

Patron Sponsorship $100 

• Sponsor listing in VenangoWorks! Newsletter 

 

Car & Motorcycle Show Sponsor 

• $100 - Business name on Car Show T-Shirts 

• $200 - Business logo on Car Show T-Shirts  

• $500 - Business logo double sized on Car Show T-Shirts 

 

 

Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ Email __________________________________________________________ 

 

Sponsorship Level: _____________________________________   Amount $_________________________ 
 

 Invoice me      Check enclosed  

Please make checks payable to Venango Area Chamber of Commerce (VACC) 

 

 We would like to donate a basket or gift certificate to the raffle  

 

 We would like to be involved as volunteers  

 

Sponsorships must be confirmed by August 26 to be included in September newsletter. Return this form by 

email to chamber@venangochamber.org, or mail to Venango Area Chamber of Commerce,  

PO Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE 2022 CRANBERRY FESTIVAL!  



814.677.4095
R S V P  |  L I M I T E D  

S P A C E  A V A I L A B L E
Team@TeamRossbacher.com 

Beth Fox-Dean
Medicare Agent Since 1991

Beth@FoxFamilyInsurance.com

Patty Sorenson
Medicare Agent Since 2008

Patty@FoxFamilyInsurance.com

Patrick Pelletier
Medicare Agent Since 2008

Patrick@TeamRossbacher.com

August 23, 2022 1:00 PMHoss's Steak & Seahouse
Cranberry, PA 16319

Medicare Seminar
Will you be turning 65 in the next few years? Are you 65, but want to review your current plan?
Stop by our Medicare information seminar to learn more about the options available to you! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 In August of 2022, DON'T run a 5k Race! 
 
No shoes, running shorts, socks, or satellite 
watch needed! 

 We look forward to NOT running with you! 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

I will happily donate so I DO NOT have to run, or even think about 
running! Here is my donation amount: (All proceeds go directly to help 
with the Christmas Tree project in town square.) 
 

o $100  .............  Maybe… I'll run from the couch to the refrigerator! 
o $80 …………..  It’s WAY too hot to run! 
o $40  ................  I only run if something is chasing me! 
o $20  ................  Ouch, thinking about running hurts! 
o $_______  .........  I will pay you to stop talking about running! 

 
Name/Company: ____________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ________________________________________________________________ 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for supporting the Oil City Rotary Club! 

Make checks payable to Oil City Rotary Club, PO Box 982, Oil City, PA 16301 
"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others." 

No-Show Christmas in August 5K Race 



 
 

                                                         

 

                Monday, September 5, 2022 

 
11:00 A.M. – Flag Raising and National Anthem 

                        

INVOCATION by Pastor David McVay  

GUEST SPEAKER 

WITH PLENTY 

               OF GOOD FOOD, including variety of sandwiches, fresh cut 

                        fries, homemade pies and cakes.  Soft serve ice cream.                                                   

       
                              10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.    Free registration   
                     Free soda or water to each registered car/truck/cycle (all are welcome).   

                    Lots of great door prizes.  50/50 Drawing.  T Shirts for sale. 
 

            Bryan Phillips, followed by  

LIVE MUSIC     Moe Taters & The Gravy Train 
                                                (Vintage Country and Western Swing) 

 

Noon to 3:45 (Drawing at 4:00) 
    Many Beautiful Gift Baskets, Handmade Crafts,  Kids’ Toys and Games, New Household Items, and much, 
        much more. A HOMEMADE QUILT AND WOODEN WALL RACK will be raffled separately. 

VENDOR TABLES     

                KIDS’  ACTIVITIES & GAMES 
Fun games & prizes for the kids beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Train Rides.  Dunking Tank. 

 
Fertigs Community Center, 4887 Camp Coffman Road (1/2 mi. South of Fertigs). FertigsCommunityCenter on Facebook 

 











Barrow-Civic Theatre             1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA                   (814) 437-3440                           /barrowcivictheatre

Upcoming Events
August 2022

Beatlemania Magic Main Stage

September 9 at 7:30 p.m.
 Beatlemania Magic is a national touring tribute band recreating the early Beatles concerts with 
identical costumes, instruments and harmonies. Relive the timeless sounds and unmatched 
excitement of a live Beatles concert! Tickets $20.

Off Barrow: Agatha Christie’s Black Coffee Little Theatre

August 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 p.m. | August 14 & 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Black Coffee is one of Agatha Christie’s most gripping country house murder mysteries. 
Accomplished physicist Sir Claud Armory has constructed a workable formula for one of the 
most deadly weapons known to man - the atom bomb. Detective Hercule Poirot, with the help 
of Captain Hastings and Inspector Japp, is called in after the formula is mysteriously stolen and 
Sir Claud is callously murdered. A superbly crafted whodunit with endless red herrings and 
subplots of infamous spies.

The Isaacs Main Stage

August 27 at 7:30 p.m.
The Isaacs celebrated 50 years of performing and were inducted as members of the Grand 
Ole Opry in August 2021. The winners of 9 Dove Awards and numerous Grammy nominations, 
this family of gospel musicians has performed with artists such as The Gaithers, Dolly Parton, 
the Oak Ridge Boys, and many others.

Red Eye Theatre Project Main Stage

Auditions: Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m.      Public Performance: Sept. 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Join us September 3 for a unique performance that is cast, written, directed, rehearsed, and 
performed in just 24 hours! Are you looking for a way to get involved with the theatre, but 
without a big commitment? Audition for The Red Eye Theatre Project the evening before, no 
experience necessary! Those interested should come prepared to read something of their 
choice (a poem, magazine article, anything!). Best of all, everyone who auditions will be a part 
of the cast.

22nd Annual Golf Outing Wanango Country Club

September 1, 2022
Join us for a day on the course! Team registrations include golf, cart, on-course snacks and 
refreshments, dinner, prizes, and optional skins game. We are also seeking sponsors and 
auction donors, each including on-site signage and acknowledgment in our program. Call the 
Box Office for more information (814-437-3440). 

Applefest Show! Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical Main Stage

September 30, October 1, 6, 7 & 8 at 7:30 p.m. & October 2 at 2:00 p.m.
From the brilliantly batty Roald Dahl comes the story of Matilda, a genius little girl born into a 
less-than-genius family. Things only get worse when her parents send her to Crunchem Hall, 
where she meets the tyrannical Miss Trunchbull. But, armed with bravery and a big imagination, 
she proves that everyone has the power to change their destiny. Rated PG. Tickets $14 – $20.



Barrow-Civic Theatre             1223 Liberty Street, Franklin, PA                   (814) 437-3440                           /barrowcivictheatre

Upcoming Events
August 2022

Agatha Christie inspired by everyday observations

Agatha Christie’s “Black Coffee” 
performances will be August 12, 13, 19, 
20 at 7:30 p.m. and August 14 & 21 at 
2:00 p.m.

Born in Torquay in 1890, Agatha 
Christie is the best-selling novelist of 
all time. She is best known for her 66 
detective novels and 14 short story 
collections, as well as the world’s 
longest-running play – “The Mousetrap.” 

It is hard to believe that Christie 
taught herself to read and write and 

received no formal education until she 
was 16.

She began writing detective stories 
partly due to a bet she made with her 
sister, Madge, during the first World 
War. She was working in a dispensary, 
where she developed an expertise with 
poisons. This  knowledge was  useful in 
her writing.

Christie wrote in her autobiography, 
“Plots come to me at such odd moments, 
when I am walking along the street, 
or examining a hat shop...suddenly a 
splendid idea comes into my head.” 

She was constantly writing down 
ideas for new plots in the multiple 
notebooks she always carried with her. 
The mustachioed Detective Hercule 
Poirot’s character was created based on 
Belgian refugees from the war.

Poirot appears in 33 original novels 
and over 50 short stories, including the 

upcoming production of “Black Coffee.” 
You may have heard of titles such as 
“Death on the Nile” and “Murder on 
the Orient Express,” which feature the 
skilled detective.

“Black Coffee” is one of Agatha 
Christie’s most gripping country house 
murder mysteries. Accomplished 
physicist Sir Claud Armory has 
constructed a workable formula for one 
of the most deadly weapons known 
to man - the atom bomb. Detective 
Hercule Poirot, with the help of Captain 
Hastings and Inspector Japp, is called in 
after the formula is mysteriously stolen 
and Sir Claud is callously murdered. A 
superbly crafted whodunit with endless 
red herrings and subplots of infamous 
spies.

Tickets are $15. “Black Coffee’ is 
directed by Andrew Ritsig and produced 
by Nicholas Hess and Brooke Lawrie.

The Isaacs: Multi-award winning family group to 
perform bluegrass southern gospel on August 27

The Isaacs perform on the Barrow-
Civic Theatre stage on August 27 at 
7:30 p.m.

The multi-award winning family 
group consists of mother Lily Isaacs and 
siblings Ben Isaacs, Sonya Isaacs Yeary 
and Rebecca Isaacs Bowman. The 

group has won 9 Dove Awards and their 
latest 3 albums have received Grammy 
nominations.

Their musical style has been 
influenced by many  genres of music 
including bluegrass, rhythm and blues, 
folk, and country, contemporary, 
acoustic and southern gospel.

The Isaacs were inducted into the 
Grand Ole Opry on September 14, 2021. 
The group was invited by Ricky Skaggs 
after many guest appearances and 
performances at the Opry.

The Isaacs and it’s members have 
been invited to perform on many gospel, 
bluegrass and country artist albums 

and stages including: Dolly Parton,Paul 
Simon, The Oak Ridge Boys, Don 
Williams, George Jones, Merle Haggard, 
Trace Adkins, Trisha Yearwood, Vince 
Gill, Reba McEntire, Brad Paisley, Dierks 
Bentley, Alabama, Craig Morgan, Josh 
Turner, Alison Krauss, Natalie Grant, 
Connie Smith, Marty Stuart, Ricky 
Skaggs, and many others.

In addition to creating and performing 
music, the group runs a nonprofit 
organization, The Isaacs Foundation, 
which helps the less fortunate in 
America.

Orchestra seating is $49. Main 
seating is $44.

See all of our upcoming events, programs, & auditions at barrowtheatre.org
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