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Business is hard. It’s harder alone. You are not alone.

SUPPORTING

MEMBERS
— VISIONARY —

NEW MEMBERS
Alyssa’s Amazing Accessories
Contact: Alyssa Riordan
6945 US 322 (Cranberry Mall)
Cranberry, PA 16319
(814) 282-7828
shiningstar1105@gmail.com
paparazziaccessories.com/293823

Luther Place
Contact: Wendy Hinkson
1 Sycamore Street
Oil City, PA 16301
(814) 678-0052

Wendy.Hinkson@lutheranseniorlife.org

lutheranseniorlife.org

Fertigs Community Center
Contact: Laura Shreffler
4887 Camp Coffman Rd.
Venus, PA 16364
(814) 354-2164

fertigscommunitycenter@yahoo.com

fertigscommunitycenter.com

CHAMBER EVENTS
Foxburg Mixer • August 11

Join us in historic Foxburg for a joint mixer
with the Clarion and Butler Chambers.
Chamber Steak Fry • August 19

— BUILDER —
Oakwood Heights

Roser Technologies Inc. (RTI)
UPMC Northwest

It’s that time again for our Annual Steak Fry! Join
us for a fun-filled evening at the Oil City Boat
Club with great food, games, and networking.
CEO Conversations • August 24
Our next installment in the virtual series, this
month featuring Jason Woolcock of Witherup
Fabrication and Erection.
FUN Bank & Rotary Mixer • September 16
Join us at the First United National Bank in Oil
City for a joint mixer with the bank and Oil City
Rotary Club.

FIND US

Find Chamber event and registration information at:
venangochamber.org/events
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Connecting With Patients Virtually
Eckert Chiropractic Expands Into Online Learning

When Dr. Kate Eckert completed her
degree, she knew she wanted her
own practice. While opening in a
traditional office setting, Kate’s
priority was on being able to make
decisions for the direction of her
business, so she could set and have
responsibility for goals.
Eckert Chiropractic opened 10 years
ago and has expanded its staff and
offerings, which initially focused on
muscle work, using the “active
release method.”
Just as Dr. Kate valued the
opportunity to set her own path, she
realized after practicing for just a
few years that she wanted to help
her patients have more control of
their health, healing, and the cost
associated with treatment.
Many of her patients deal with
chronic pain, typically requiring
repeat
visits.
This
can
be
burdensome in scheduling but also
was
becoming
increasingly
challenging to process insurance
claims.
Processing
was
time
consuming for Kate’s office and copays were increasing for patients.

attention to pre and post-natal
treatment, sometimes not covered
by insurance.
The COVID-19 Pandemic propelled
Dr. Kate into creating videos, to
provide patients with exercises to do
on their own. This allowed her to be
with her patients, as she instructs
them in the comfort and safety of
their own homes.

Form, Function & Flow Lab is her
new company that she developed to
provide online learning. The initial
course released was a low back
course that Dr. Kate has developed,
that is delivered via an app and
available for a low, one-time fee.
“Core to Floor Restoration” is the
next series, planned to be released in
late August.
This subscription-based program
focuses on the issues resulting
during and after pregnancy, both
immediately and years to decades
following.
The Form, Function and Flow Lab
podcast launched the end of June

Once Dr. Kate decided to provide
follow-up exercises and instruction
for after-office visits, she brought
Mikayla Markle on staff to teach
patients how to properly exercise.
She could see that this was helping
people heal quicker and for longer
periods.
As she was seeing many patients
with chronic pain who needed
regular care, she also turning

FORM FUNCTION
& FLOW LAB
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2021, and is available through Apple
podcast, Spotify, or Dr. Kate’s
YouTube channel.
All these new offerings afford Kate’s
patients more access to her
knowledge and council, while
allowing her a more flexible office
schedule. While her total office
hours have not been reduced, inoffice visits are available Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday.
Kate’s mission, “movement is life,”
speaks to her commitment to help
every patient navigate life, staying
active and healthy. She had not
expected to offer the virtual
treatment option so soon, but is glad
she did and remains dedicated to
continuing to explore all means to
help patients take control of their
wellness.
Find Form Function & Flow Lab at
formfunctionandflowlab.com
or
learn about the Eckert Chiropractic
Office and schedule an appointment
at chirodrkate.com.

Call to Regional Authors and Illustrators
The
Oil
Region
Library
Association (ORLA) will be
hosting the first Oil Region
Festival of the Book on
Saturday, August 21 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. The festival will
be held in the Central Avenue
Plaza in Oil City, right outside
the Oil City Library.
The Oil Region Festival of the
Book
will
provide
an
opportunity for community outreach to local published authors.
Participating authors will be provided space at the festival to
engage with our community and to share and sell their works.
Authors will provide their own table/blanket/tent/pop-up/etc.
to display their works in their assigned space.
Authors interested in participating must complete an application
form
for
consideration
by
contacting
ORLA
at
fotb@oilregionlibraries.org.
If selected, you will be contacted to complete the registration
process, which includes a $10 non-refundable participation fee
and a donated copy of your work to the library.

The Oil Region Festival of the Book is free to attend & all ages are
welcome! Contact the library at (814) 678-3072 for more
information.

Enter to Win the Barrow O’ Booze!
It’s not too late to enter to win the
“Barrow O’ Booze!” Tickets are $5
each or 3 for $10 for a chance to
win a wheelbarrow full of liquor,
wine, beer, and related items.
Stop by the Venango Chamber to
buy tickets or contact Ashley
Sheffer, Program Manager at
asheffer@venangochamber.org or
(814) 676-8521.
The Barrow O’ Booze is a fundraiser to benefit both the Be Here
initiative and the FLEX young professionals group.
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PennDOT Employees Return to OC Office
Employees at the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) are slated to return to
the District 1 office in Oil City
August 2. The Elm Street facility
serves as a home base for
approximately 150 workers in the department’s construction,
maintenance, and design units. Many of these employees have
been working from home as part of COVID mitigation efforts.
“PennDOT employees are excited to get back to their office in Oil
City, and to visiting the restaurants and shops they’ve been
missing,” said District 1 Executive Brian McNulty.
The return also means additional demand on parking in the
department’s lot along Seneca and Duncomb streets. PennDOT
asks businesses and community members to be mindful of the
signs posted in the lot and refrain from using spots designated for
PennDOT employees on weekdays between 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The lot also includes spots for CATA and CareerLink employees,
which should be used by those groups only.
The community may continue to make use of the spots marked for
public use anytime during the day. Those spots are located along
the portion of the lot closest to Seneca Street. The full lot is open
to the public during nonbusiness hours.

Jeff Bartos Visits Venango County
Businessman and creator of the PA 30
Day Fund, Jeff Bartos, visited Franklin
recently. Trails to Ales Brewery hosted a
small gathering of local business owners
and friends. Jeff has announced his
candidacy for the U.S. Senate.
More than a dozen Venango County
businesses received grants from the PA
30 Day Fund in 2020, one of the very first
relief grants offered at the beginning of
the
pandemic.
Jeff
shared
his
commitment to supporting business and
his fondness of our region, along with his
promise to visit when he has the
opportunity to serve.
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Advertising Your Job Opportunities

Many local businesses are hiring right now and struggling to find the right people to add to their team. While there are
many factors contributing to this, one way to attract applicants is by making your job listing stand out.
You may have an HR department, but you may be a small business owner managing hiring on top of everything else.
Either way, we have some tips for advertising your job opportunities:

ADD THE JOB TO YOUR OWN WEBSITE:

INCLUDE CONCISE DETAILS:

The information about your job and the application should
live on your own website, first. That way, if it gets taken off
of job boards, you have all the information in one place,
owned by you.

You need to have all the necessary information, but no one
wants to read a 4-page job description. Your listing should
be concise, but informational. Consider adding bullet
points, rather than long paragraphs. If you have a lot of
information to share, you could instead include this on
your own website, rather than in each listing.

ADD IT TO THE BE HERE SITE:
Let us help you promote your job! The Be Here job board
can be found at beherevenango.org/jobs and we also share
jobs from this board on our social media. Just click the
button at the top of the page that says “post a job” for a
simple form to fill out.

CONSIDER YOUR AUDIENCE:
People find job listings in many ways, so it’s best to
consider your audience and share your opportunity in
multiple places. If you have a part-time summer position
that usually attracts college students, stick with online
listings. If your position is a great fit for a retired
individual, don’t forget to put it in the newspaper. There
are many sites for listings, too, like Indeed, ZipRecruiter,
and LinkedIn Jobs. Also, don’t forget social media!

MAKE IT EASY:
People appreciate when applying is easy. If possible, create
an online form to fill out. You may have a plug-in on your
website to do that, but if not Google Forms is a great tool. If
you’d rather stick to using a PDF, put a link to it online in
an obvious place for people to easily access.

PERSONALIZE IT:
Employees spend a lot of time at work, so it’s nice to have
an idea what it is like at your business. Personalize it with
photos, information about the culture, and details of your
company values. The Be Here job board also allows you to
add a logo, tagline, and video.

PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION:
Anywhere you share your job listing should have an easy
way for applicants to reach you. Be consistent with the
information so all job contacts come to the same place. You
may even consider setting up a separate email address
solely for employee contacts.

DON’T FORGET PERSONAL CONNECTIONS:
You probably have heard the phrase “It’s not what you
know, but who you know.” While that is not always the
case, it is definitely helpful to build relationships in our
small community. If you’re struggling to find good
applicants, consider who you know and who they might
know. A few phone calls may help you find the perfect fit.

Advertising your job can be difficult, but use this list as a reminder of where and how to spread the word. If you have
other ways you often share your information, you could use this as a guide to create your own checklist. Best of luck
attracting new employees!

Visit the Be Here Job Board at:
BEHEREVENANGO.ORG/JOBS
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County Opens New Recycling Center
In June of 2019, we included an article in VenangoWorks!
about the search for a location in Venango County for a
recycling center. On Friday, July 16, we were excited to join
local officials, county employees and a representative from
the Department of Environmental Protection for an open
house and ribbon cutting for the new Venango County
Community Recycling Center at the Venango Regional
Airport, hosted by the County and the Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce.
The Recycling Center is located at the site which served as the
CATA bus garage. CATA has moved its fleet to the new
multimodal transportation hub in downtown Oil City.
“This recycling center is a great addition to the community
and a great service to residents of Venango County, especially
to people moving back to the area who are used to having
recycling available,” said Erik Johnson, the county’s recycling
coordinator.
Johnson has been working on this project for six years, a
center that will provide a drop off for household recycling
items such as plastic, paper, cans and cardboard. Glass is
accepted at the center, but it will be used for landfill cover
and not recycled at this point in time.
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) and Electronic are
accepted every Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. by appointment
only. This includes paints, household cleaners/chemicals,
fluorescent bulbs, batteries, tv’s, computers, dehumidifiers,
etc. For more information or to register for drop of this
material, go to ECSR.net or call 814-425-7773.
The center will be open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for special
collections, Johnson said. He added that HHW/Electronic
collections will also be held once a month on Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pre-registration is required for these events
as well.
For additional information on materials accepted, schedule
for monthly collection events or the Recycling Center in
general, please visit co.venango.pa.us/278/Recycling or call
(814) 432-9684.

Knowing Your
Mission Statement
The term “mission” is thrown around the
business world often. Many businesses and
organizations have one, but don’t even know
it, or don’t follow it. However, if you define
your mission and stay true to it, it can make a
significant difference in your success.
What is a mission statement? It answers these
four questions:
• What do we do?
• Why do we do it?
• Who are we that are doing it?
• Who are we doing it for?

We’ve talked about visioning before, but the
two are different. As ZingTrain describes it, a
vision is a “much longer detailed description of
success at a particular point in time in the
future.” Visions end, but a mission is like your
North Star. We never get there, but the
mission gives direction.
Without a mission statement, you can go
through the motions, working hard each day,
but have a difficult time deciding what to
really do. We all want purpose and to know
what direction we’re going.
If you have a mission, are you living by it and
have you shared it with your team? If you
don’t have a mission, now is your chance to
create one.
Learn more about creating your mission
statement at www.zingtrain.com/blog/whymission-statements-matter.
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Thank you to Kelly Malek Photography for the contribution of photos.
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What a great Oil Heritage Festival! It was wonderful to see so many people out and
about, and we would like to say a huge THANK YOU to our sponsors, volunteers,
partners, and community members who made this year’s event possible.
Save the date for next year, the 44th Annual Oil Heritage Festival:
July 21 - 24, 2022

Thank you to our generous sponsors!
Gold Sponsors:

Samuel Justus
Charitable Trust
Silver Sponsors:
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Bronze Sponsors:

Public Input Survey: Your Opinion is Needed
The Oil City Main Street Program
has begun preparing a voluntary
design guide that will be tailored to
Oil City’s three National Registerlisted historic districts and other
historic properties in Oil City.
The public is invited to participate
in an anonymous survey which
takes about 10-15 minutes to
complete. The survey will be open until August 15 at:
surveymonkey.com/r/OilCityDGSurvey.

Paper surveys are also available at
the Oil Region Alliance, City Hall,
Karma Coffee Co. and the Oil City
Library. The input of all who live in,
work in, or visit Oil City periodically
or frequently as well as former
residents is most welcome!
The finished guide will be a helpful
resource to property owners and
others about the treatment and maintenance of historic
buildings. No laws or regulations are proposed; use of
the design guide will be voluntary.

Tech Tip: Using Canva
By Lexi Henry, Venango Chamber Intern

Graphics, posters, ads, logos, clothing designs,
animations, and much more can be created using an
online program called Canva. It is free and easily
accessible and navigable for new users. The program
provides templates, stickers, and fonts, as well as the
option to upload and insert photos, and save creations in
numerous formats.
It is relevant and useful in all aspects of online business
activities. An account can be accessed by multiple users
so a whole business has access to their online creations.
Each project automatically saves in the program whether
it is downloaded to the device or not.
I began using Canva my freshman year of college to make
flyers, but now at the Chamber, I use it for most of the
Facebook and blog posts that I create along with
designing our Oil Heritage Festival t-shirts. It has been a
convenient and efficient program since we are able to
access previous year’s posts and information along with
making the editing, updating, and uploading process
much easier.
When creating a project, you can choose from numerous
formats, or create your own piece from scratch with the
exact measurements you need. People accessing the
program for free can use a large variety of backgrounds
and stickers, but you can purchase a membership which
gives you full access to all of their supply.

Some things I do when using Canva include:
•

Get inspiration from other graphics and if I’m not
feeling inspired, use a template

•

Keep it simple

•

Incorporate our branding when possible (logo, colors,
fonts, etc)

•

Utilize layers - move different elements backwards or
forwards to create visual effects

•

Remember it’s okay to try different things (The undo
button is your friend!)

The Chamber has been successfully using this program
for three years now and it has become so useful to our
online business success. We highly recommend Canva for
any of your business, educational, or commercial needs.
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

Oakwood Photo + Video
With Alexa Marquis, Owner & Photographer
What is Oakwood Photo + Video?

Who is your ideal customer?

We are a husband and wife owned and operated photo
and video company. The largest portion of our business
comes from weddings, and we also specialize in senior
portraits, boudoir photography, family portraits, and
corporate photo and video services. We operate out of
two studios, a home studio and one on Elm Street in Oil
City, although sessions take place across the state.

We have clients tell us they are not comfortable in front
of a camera, but every time it turns out amazing! My
ideal client has nothing to do with experience being
photographed but rather someone who is willing to step
out of their comfort zone and try something different and sometimes that can mean just being your true self. I
love hearing that a client had fun or that I changed their
perception of stepping in front of a camera.

What’s the story behind the business?
I was always passionate about photography and I started
Oakwood Photography in 2012, shortly after graduating
from Cranberry High School. When I met my husband,
Wes, we worked alongside each other as he began
offering wedding videography. Once married in 2015, we
merged our businesses and changed our name to
Oakwood Photo + Video. We moved to Beaver County
for a short time before returning to the area in 2017.
What do you love most about doing business here?
Venango County is where I grew up and has always been
my home, and I feel fortunate to start and grow my
business here. The small town feel and supportive
community has been invaluable to our growth. Also,
many of my photo sessions are outdoors and it is
gorgeous here. The natural beauty, combined with the
charm of the old architecture, has inspired and shaped
much of my style as a photographer.

What are future plans for Oakwood Photo + Video?
Our first decade has been focused on event and portrait
photography, but we plan to expand to more small
business and corporate work. We look forward to
building close relationships with local businesses to find
out how our services can be used to help them reach
customers. Oakwood Photo + Video consists only of my
husband and I, but we hope to expand and hire others
to be a part of our team. We are excited to see how this
can not only shape our business but also other
businesses that are an important part of the community.
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oakwoodphotovideo.com
oakwoodphotovideo@gmail.com
(814) 657-5561

Drake Well Museum Fully Reopened
Drake Well Museum and Park
resumed normal, five days-aweek operating hours on July
14. Official hours will be
Wednesday through Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. until
October 31.
Group tours have also resumed, bringing back much-anticipated
visits from summer camps and tour busses. Museum staff and
volunteers are happy to be interacting with groups again after a 15
-month hiatus. Facility rentals, including pavilion and room
rentals, will begin in August, with reservations now being
accepted.
Although visitors to Drake Well are no longer required to wear
masks, they will continue to find plexiglass barriers in certain
areas as well as increased cleaning of high-use common surfaces
as part of the daily protocol.
The first large in-person event at the museum will be the annual
Fall Gas Up on September 11 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is in
partnership with the Pioneer Steam & Gas Engine Society and
features large and small operating gas engines running throughout
the grounds. Regular admissions fees apply.

Tourists from all over the world visit the museum each year, and
the increased hours will allow them to be fully immersed in the
240-acre site’s extensive indoor and outdoor exhibits. In addition
to engaging and experiential indoor/outdoor learning
environments, the grounds offer an abundance of year-round
recreational opportunities.
Visitors and locals enjoy paved bike trails, delayed harvest fly
fishing in Oil Creek, modern picnic facilities, hiking trails, a
neighboring 9,000-acre state park and more.
For more information about Drake Well Museum and Park, visit
www.drakewell.org, call (814) 827-2797, or find them on
Facebook at Drake Well Museum and Park.
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Have You Experienced Unemployment Fraud?
Imagine our surprise to receive an
email that Chamber President Susan
Williams
was
a
claimant
for
unemployment! Since that email, sent in
early July, we have learned of dozens of
businesses and hundreds of employees
who are victims of identity theft and unemployment fraud.
Along with others, we are still navigating the steps to take to best
protect ourselves and correct the misinformation. We will share
what we can, but recommend that anyone impacted immediately
visits the website www.uc.pa.gov and file a fraud report.
It has also been recommended that the employer and employee
communicate with each other, each file a report with their local
police department, and monitor credit and payroll reports.
Help us understand the impact of unemployment fraud in
our area by completing a short survey.
We will share the data collected (without personal information)
with local elected officials who may be able to elevate the issue at
a state level. Feel free to share this link with others you know
have been affected:
members.venangochamber.org/form/view/23607

Emily and Tammy both have ties to
Venango County and decided to not only
live here, but to invest in the area through
their business—Peddlers & Paddlers Inn.
They like spending time with friends,
enjoying local outdoor recreation, and
walking around downtown Franklin.

“There’s ALWAYS something happening, from lectures on area
history to full out festivals, Blues and BBQ being one of our
favorites,” they said.
You can read Emily and Tammy’s full story on our Be Here
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people who
live and work in the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Caldwell

Leadership Venango Class of 2022 and Past Projects
We are currently accepting applications for the fourth
class of Leadership Venango, the Chamber’s nine-month
program.
This program is designed to identify, educate, involve,
and motivate individuals who desire to become more
effective leaders. We are especially excited about the
chance to meet in person once again.
Our class will launch with a one and a half day, overnight
retreat at White Hall Camp and Conference Center in
Emlenton, on September 9-10. This provides a time for
introduction for the participants, as we begin the journey
that will last until May of 2022. The class meets for a full
day, on the second Wednesday of each month at various

locations throughout Venango County. Each class is
designed to explore our region and to instill leadership
lessons.
Partial and full scholarships are available.
Additionally, participants work together on projects that
leave a lasting gift to the community. The presentations
of the class of 2020 and 2021 were done virtually and to
a limited audience but are available for review on the
Leadership Venango Website, along with the three
projects completed by the class of 2019.
To learn more about the program or to apply, visit
www.leadershipvenango.org.

Oil Region Alliance Welcomes Abbe Watson-Popescu
The Oil Region Alliance of Business,
Industry and Tourism is pleased to
announce the hiring of Abigail WatsonPopescu as Assistant Project Manager.
Abbe will be working on heritage and
outdoor recreation projects, which
immediately include a revision of the Oil
Region National Heritage Area driving
tour.

English Literature and Medieval/Early
Modern Studies B.A. from Dickinson
College and graduate coursework in
English Literature from the University of
Virginia.
"We are thrilled to have Abbe join the
team," said John R. Phillips, II, ORA
President and CEO. "Her experience and
education are very complimentary to the
projects and mission of the organization."

This is not Abbe’s first involvement with
the ORA. She volunteered early in the
Abbe currently volunteers as a member of
Tarbell House restoration project at 324 East Main Street the Titusville Planning Commission, the Titusville
in Titusville.
Historical Society collections committee, and Board
President for the Greater Titusville Development
This introduction to preserving historic buildings led to
Foundation. She lives in Titusville with her husband and
Abbe earning an A.A.S. in Building Restoration and
their three children.
Preservation from Belmont College in addition to her
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
5

United Way Golf Scamble

8

A Taste of Franklin

8

Venango County Fair

9 a.m. | Wanango Country Club, Reno

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Fountain Park, Franklin

August 8-14 | Venango Co. Fairgrounds, Franklin

13

Together Again for the First Time

25

Pipeline Alley Concert

28

August 13-22 | Barrow-Civic Theatre, Franklin

7-9 p.m. | Pipeline Alley, Oil City

Chalk Walk
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. | OC&T Railroad, Titusville

Find more event details & post your own event at: beherevenango.org/events

2021 Cranberry Festival Plans

Saturday, September 18
Save the date for the 2021 Cranberry Festival! This year’s event
will be at the Cranberry Mall and we will be erring on the side of
caution, limiting close contact activities.
The festival will include a Car Show, Entertainment, Food
Vendors and Kids giveaways. As we firm up details, we will share
them at cranberry-festival.com.
If you would like to support the festival through sponsorship,
donation, or volunteering, please contact the Chamber office.
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DIRECTORS
Trenton Moulin, Chairman
Hope Lineman, Vice Chair
Jeannie Henry, Treasurer
Joyce Luton, Secretary
Ryan Bell
Jake Davis
Matthew Deal
Doug Eberle
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Jim Marshall
Greg Plowman
David Snedden
Fred Terwilliger
Lisa Winger
STAFF
Susan Williams
Tessa Byham
Ashley Sheffer
Heather Hondel
Lexi Henry

Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Clarion University
Rossbacher Insurance Group
UPMC Northwest
Webco Industries
New York Life
Morrison Funeral Home
Agway
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
King’s Landscaping
Scierka’s Tavern
Hagan Business Machines
Central Electric Cooperative
AseraCare Hospice
President / CEO
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Marketing Assistant
Intern

CHAMBER
CHECKLIST
We’d love for you to engage with the Chamber
and there are many ways to do so! Here are
some ideas:
 Review your listing in the online membership
directory (members.venangochamber.org/list)
 Contact us to create an account to update your
own listing (chamber@venangochamber.org)
 Register for the Chamber Steak Fry
 Add your job opening to the Be Here Job Board
(beherevenango.org/jobs)
 Add you event to the Be Here Calendar
(beherevenango.org/events)
Have questions? Contact us at (814) 676-8521
or chamber@venangochamber.org
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Students Contribute to Community
As this summer comes to an end,
students will soon return to school.
Many of them spent their break
working or volunteering for local
businesses
or
organizations,
benefitting both the student and the
community.
Lexi Henry is originally from Knox
and attends Slippery Rock University,
but spent her summer as an intern at
the Venango Chamber. “I wasn’t sure
what to expect from this internship,
but I’ve gained so much from my time
here,” she shared with us.
Lexi helped with everyday tasks, like
answering phones, assisting visitors,
and helping with the newsletter, but
was also responsible for specific
projects for the Oil Heritage Festival,
including posting on Facebook,
organizing the parade registrations,
and collecting donations and putting
together items for the basket raffle.

“This internship meshed well with my
interests of planning and managing
projects and also allowed me to be
part of a team and help others,” she
said.
“I’ve
gained
confidence,
knowledge about the area, and
learned many new computer skills,
programs, and technologies.”

student at Penn State University. He
worked with Keystone SMILES
AmeriCorps this summer, and told us:

“My summer involvement taught me
that every person, regardless of where
they started, where they’re headed, or
where they are right now, is deserving
of dignity and respect. I’ve enjoyed
We asked Emily Coxson, this year’s Oil getting to meet so many people who
Heritage Festival Queen and incoming have lived different experiences.”
senior at Oil City High School, about
While FLEX is focused on young
her time at the festival:
professionals around the ages of 21 to
“This experience taught me that our 40, we’re excited to see younger
community is so giving, and anyone people already contributing to our
loves the chance to come together if community.
they have the opportunity,” she said.
If you get the chance, please thank
“It allowed me to push myself out of students around you who are getting
my comfort zone and taught me to involved here, and encourage them to
forget about being nervous and enjoy continue doing so. We wish the best of
exactly where I was in that moment.” luck to those going back to school, and
we hope to see you again next
We also talked to Ian Hepler, who is a
summer!
Cranberry High School graduate and
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Professional Development Tip: Keep On Learning

By Natalie Cubbon, Projects Coordinator for Oil Region Library Association

When you’re consumed with work, it can be
challenging to find the time to keep learning
new things throughout your career.
Sometimes it may not seem practical, but
continuing to grow your skill set is
incredibly important and can be introduced
to your routine more easily than you might
think!

earbuds while you work is an almost
effortless way to keep learning. Audiobooks
are just as easy to multitask with, as they’re
available on your mobile device (and
provided for free through your local
library!).
Networking

“Why adapt? We’ve always done it this way.”
The recent global pandemic has taught us that
circumstances can change very rapidly. Many
businesses and organizations have been forced to adapt
to these changes, introducing new modes of outreach
and service delivery.
When we adapt to changes, we often learn new things.
We learn what works for our community and what
doesn’t. Staying stagnant in your practices can be a
dangerous cycle that leads to being very close-minded.
Creating new practices can open up opportunities for
real growth.
Podcasts & Books

Listening to podcasts are a great way to learn new
things without feeling overwhelmed. If you struggle
with putting time aside to introduce yourself to new
skills, techniques, and points of view, popping in some

Going to community events, mixers, and
workshops can be great opportunities to network with
other professionals and businesses. Networking often
leads to making connections locally and provides space
for thoughtful conversation. Much of my continued
learning comes from attending workshops and events at
the Chamber, like Tech Talks!
Try Something You Think You May Fail At
Whether it’s public speaking, creating a flyer, or giving a
presentation, you’ll never know whether you’re going to
be successful doing something until you try it!
If you’re not the creative type, try to create something
for your business or organization using a free, online
designing platform like Canva. Canva allows you to
create personalized and professional quality materials
in a variety of formats, and even provides easy
templates and tutorials for beginners! If you like to fade
into the background, try putting yourself out there
more. Film a video of yourself for your business or
organization’s social media platforms in order to
promote or inform your audience about services. You’ll
learn more about yourself, as well as your audience
when you take risks!

Join FLEX at Chamber Events
You're invited to join us at upcoming Venango Chamber
events! These include:
Foxburg Mixer: Wed, August 11 • 5-7
p.m. • Foxburg, PA
Steak Fry: Thursday, August 19 • 4-8
p.m. • Oil City Boat Club • $30
Find more details & register
at venangochamber.org/events.

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Member Profile: Amariliz Sanchez
Amariliz Sanchez is a Clerk Typist
at Clarion University - Venango.
She was born in Caguas, Puerto
Rico, and moved to The Bronx, NY,
soon after. In 2014, she moved to
Seneca, PA, and is now a proud
homeowner in Oil City.
Amariliz received her Associates
in Applied Sciences: Office
Administration and Technology from Bronx
Community College and is currently working towards
her Bachelors of Science in Integrative Studies with a
double major in Speech Communications and Sociology
at Clarion University - Venango.
During her time working and studying there, she
received the Clarion University Venango Campus
Outstanding Staff Member of the Year Award, was the
recipient of the W.E.B. Dubois Scholarship Award, and
won the 2019 AFSCME Non-Instructional Staff
Scholarship Award.

Amariliz plans to continue working towards
completing her degree in Spring 2022 and to
participate in Leadership Venango, the Venango
Chamber’s leadership program, in Fall 2021 to be
further involved in the following year’s community
volunteer projects
In her free time, she enjoys cooking, dancing salsa and
bachata, and getting to meet new people. Another
hobby of her’s is watching films on ancient civilizations
and working on anything related to cultural diversity.
Amariliz, her husband Somi, son Wesley, and daughter
Catalina enjoy spending time together in the Venango
area by going to family gatherings, going on outdoor
adventures, attending barbecues and parties, and
watching movies while eating local food.
She enjoys working here because of the community
atmosphere. The faculty, staff, and students at Clarion
University make her feel right at home. The people are
what made her want to remain in this area and she
knew that it was the best place to raise her family.

YPs Lead Local Food Tours
We shared a highlight of Valerie Perry and her new business
A Bite of History Food Tours in April, but we’re excited to
announce that another young professional is now helping
lead the tours—Saxon Daugherty, our FLEX Vice President/
Secretary.
Valerie is a Cruise & Travel Director
for Holland America Line and
recently returned to sea after being
home since the start of the
pandemic. Saxon began leading the
tours in July, which take place most
Saturdays through October in
Franklin.
Saxon also recently began a new job at The Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) as safety press
officer for the northwest region District 1.
Congratulations Saxon, and safe travels Valerie! Schedule
your food tour at biteofhistory.com.
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FLEX had two great events in July! We distributed packages of local craft beer & had a
small tasting for our Annual Bike ‘n Brew, then served ice cream, cookies, and drinks for
the Oil Heritage Ice Cream social. Thanks to everyone who volunteered and attended!

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders,
entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement,
leadership development, and networking.

August Events & Meetings:

WELCOME NEW
FLEX MEMBERS

FLEX Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, August 10 • 12-1 p.m.
Events & Fundraising Committee: Monday, August 16 • 12-1 p.m.
Membership Committee: Friday, August 20 • 12-1 p.m.
Marketing/Community Partnerships Committee: Tues, August 24 • 12-1 p.m.

Alyssa Riordan
Interested in joining?
Email the FLEX Membership
Committee Chair Laura Ordaz at
laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu
or join online: VenangoFLEX.org.

Contact us for meeting zoom links at flex@venangochamber.org, or find links in
our Weekly Update email.

CONNECT WITH US:
FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Thursday, August 19th

Oil City Boat Club
4 PM - ?
Grills ready at 5!
Pick out a steak and cook it
just the way you like it! All
beverages (alcoholic and
non-alcoholic), and sides are
provided. We invite you to
come straight from work or
change into casual dress to
relax by the river.

$30.00 per person. Reservation form on back.
RSVP to the Chamber by August 12th

Reservation Form
(or register online at venangochamber.org/events)
Name ______________________________________ Company ___________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________ Email __________________________________________________

 Invoice Me

 Check Enclosed

 Will call Chamber to pay with card

$30.00 per person

Attendees:

Directions:

1. ___________________________________
2. ___________________________________
3. ___________________________________
4. ___________________________________
5. ___________________________________
6. ___________________________________
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Seneca Street, Oil City

Take Route 62 West from Oil City and
turn left toward Tionesta at the Rt.
157 junction… travel just a short
distance and turn left on to Rockmere
Road. Follow that past the storage
units and make a left at the first
intersection. Stay on this road and it
will take you directly to the Boat Club.
Please obey the posted speed limit of
15 MPH.
Parking is limited at the Boat Club, so
car pooling is encouraged.

(814) 676-8521
tbyham@venangochamber.org

Or register online at:

venangochamber.org/events

Representative Lee James
2021 Annual Senior Expo
Tuesday, August 24, 2021
Rocky Grove VFD
29 Shuffstall Street
Franklin, PA 16323
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

All businesses and
organizations are invited to
set up booths to share
information about assisted
living facilities, utility
options, older adult
services available in the
county, and general health
and wellness information.

Name of Organization___________________________________________________
Contact Person__________________________________________________________
Address________________________ City______________ State_____ Zip_________
Phone Number_____________________ Fax_______________________
Email__________________________________________________________
Website________________________________________________________
Number of chairs for your booth___________
Do you need electrical service for your both? Yes or No (please mark)
Are you interested in providing a door prize? Yes or No
Please return completed from by August 20, 2021 to Rep Lee James, P.O. Box 547
Seneca, PA 16346. Questions will be directed to District Office Manager Kim Scott
at kscott@pahousegop.com or by calling (814) 677-6413.

HERE
-2THERE TAXI
814-673-5851
Find us on Facebook
Fb.me/Here2ThereTaxi
Check Facebook for all updates
on opening and closings,
promotions and discounts.

Monday – Wednesday
Thursday
Friday – Saturday
Sunday

6AM – 11PM
6AM – 2AM
6AM – 3AM
CLOSED

Rates starting August 1, 2021
$8.00 service/booking fee (per ride) and $2.00 per mile
(After 8pm: $10 service/booking fee)
Senior Citizens Rate
$8.00 service/booking fee (per ride) and $1.25 per mile
(After 8pm: $10 service/booking fee)
NOTE
PLEASE REFER TO NEW SERVICE AND BOOKING FEE
CHART FOR PRICES ON FACEBOOK.

Cash or Card Accepted

2022 ADVERTISING
CONTRACT

2022 ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES

Oil Region National Heritage Area 2022 Visitor Guide
Business/Organization Name (As it will appear in Four-Line Listing)
Address
Phone Number
Website (Can be Facebook or other social media page)
Contact Name (For internal office use only)

E-mail (For internal office use only)

MEMBER RATE

NON-MEMBER RATE

NON-PROFIT

Full Page

$1,450

$1,950

$1,250

❑ 1/2 Page H
8.25” w x 5.25” h

$900

$1,250

$850

❑

1/2 Page V

$900

$1,250

$850

❑

1/4 Page

$650

$850

$500

❑

1/8 Page

$350

$550

$250

$50*

$50*

AD SIZE
❑

❑ Four-Line Listing*
$50 * **
Name, Address,
Website, Phone
Listing Category:
Number

YOUR RATE

$50*

* All display adds include a FREE four-line listing. ** Members paying $250 or more in dues receive a free 4-line listing.

For questions and more information, contact Emily Altomare at ealtomare@oilregion.org.
Send ads/materials to ealtomare@oilregion.org. Please use your organization name and “2022 Guide” in Subject Line.
This Form and Payment due October 1, 2021. Ads and Ad Materials due October 29, 2021.
AD DESIGN:
PAYMENT:

Signature

❑Cash

❑Will Send Jpeg

❑Design My Ad for Free — See details on Page 2* ❑Four Line Listing Only

❑Check made out to “Oil Region Alliance” with “2022 Guide” on Memo Line ❑Invoice
Date

OIL REGION

VISITOR GUIDE

2022 ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES

Connect the dots between

YOUR BUSINESS

& OUR GUESTS

The Oil Region National Heritage Area Guide is the
premiere marketing piece for our region — not just for
tourists, but for locals and those considering relocating to
our area.
Advertising in the Guide shows your commitment to the
high quality of life we have in the ORNHA, and puts your
business or non-profit in front of thousands of people.
50,000 copies will be printed locally and distributed at
Welcome Centers across the state as well as at local
chambers of commerce, visitor centers, and tourist
destinations. Guides are also mailed directly to those who
request visitor and relocation information.
The Guide is also available at OilRegion.org. The digital
version allows viewers to click on ads and be taken
directly to your website or social media page.
We are creating the 2022 Guide in-house at the Oil Region
Alliance office and would be happy to help you make the
most of this advertising opportunity.
We can even design your ad for you! Just supply your logo
and/or photos and text, and we’ll put an ad together.
(*Three free rounds of edits are included. Additional
changes will incur a $50 charge per change.)
With options starting at just $50, everyone can afford to
advertise in the Guide.
ORA members get discounts on ads. For information on
joining the ORA, visit OilRegion.org/Membership or
e-mail ealtomare@oilregion.org.
Additional questions about the Guide can be directed to
ealtomare@oilregion.org or by calling 814-677-3152 x
110.
- Emily Altomare
Communications and Tourism Manager
Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry, and Tourism

GUIDE AD SIZE

WIDTH

SPEC SHEET

HEIGHT

Full Page
Bleed

8.5”

11”

Trim

8.25”

10.75”

Live Area

8”

10.5”

8.25”

5.25”

1/2 Page Horizontal

Full Page

Live Area Space in which all
pertinent content and text should
be in order to avoid being cut off by
the edge of the page.
1/4

1/2 Page Vertical

4”

10.75”

1/4 Page

4”

5.25”

1/8 Page

4”

2.5”

Bleed Area of background color
and/or image that extends beyond
the edge of the page so that there is
no blank space if the page is cut
unevenly during production.

1/8

Ad Size Dimensions of the ad,
which includes a 0.125” margin to
accommodate the bleed for full
page ads.

1/2 Page
Horizontal

All display ads include a free 4-Line Listing.
Listings can be purchased for $50 each regardless
of ORA membership.

1/2
Page
Vertical

Listings include Business/Organization Name,
Address, Phone Number and Website or Social
Media Handle.
Listings Listing Categories:
Arts & Culture
Attractions
Churches
Golf
Hotels, Motels, B&Bs, and Homeshares
Real Estate
Restaurants, Wineries & Breweries
Shopping & Antiques
ORA members paying dues of $250 or more receive a free
four-line listing in the Guide.
$1,500 or more receive 10% off any size ad
$3,500 - $5,000 receive 15% off any size ad
$5,000 annually receive 25% off any size ad

Advertising Contracts Due:
Friday, October 1, 2021
Ads Due:
Friday, October 29, 2021
Materials for
ORA Designed Ads Due:
Friday, October 8, 2021

