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SUPPORTING 
MEMBERS 

— VISIONARY — 

— BUILDER — 

Komatsu Mining Corp. 

Oakwood Heights 

UPMC Northwest 

Be Here Quarterly 

Tuesday, Mar. 10 | 5:30 p.m. 

Klapec Auto Body, Cranberry 

CHAMBER EVENTS 

Membership 101 

Friday, March 6 | 8 a.m. 

Venango Chamber Office 

FIND US 
www.venangochamber.org 

Venango Tech Talk 

Friday, March 20 | 8 a.m. 

Venango Chamber Office 

FLEX Speaker Series 

Thursday, Mar. 19 | 5:30 p.m. 

Hoss’s Restaurant, Cranberry 

For more information & to register, visit: 

members.venangochamber.org/events 

Thank you to everyone 

who attended, 

sponsored, and helped 

with our Annual Dinner 

on February 19. Find 

more photos from the 

event in the middle of 

the newsletter.  
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How do businesses attract and retain 

the incoming workforce? It's a question 

that is asked across the region, state, 

and country. 

With the current situation of more job 

openings than candidates to fill them, it 

is critical that we expose today's 

students to the jobs that exist. 

Many local students are required to 

spend time in businesses as part of 

their career exploration. The benefit to 

local business is that this is a time to 

make a great impression on a student 

about your business. 

While students become familiar with 

the skills and knowledge required in 

various employment opportunities, 

many businesses benefit from an 

introduction that may lead to a future 

employee. 

High school and college students are 

looking for those opportunities right 

now. In many cases, shadowing a 

business or interning is a requirement 

for graduation. 

Several college students have already 

sent their resumes to the Chamber for 

consideration. We are happy to share 

them with those businesses that are 

interested in having a college student 

join their summer workforce. 

See some examples to the right of 

students gaining experience at local 

businesses. 

Are you looking for an intern or 

willing to host a job shadow? 

Contact the Venango Chamber at 

chamber@venangochamber.org or 

(814) 676-8521. 

Halyne Riley, senior at Oil City High 
School, job shadows at UPMC 
Northwest. Justine McClaine, 
student at Clarion University, 
shows her the X-Ray machine. 
Halyne has recently committed to 
also attend Clarion University next 
year and wants to pursue a career 
in the medical field. 

Students in eAcademy meet with 
Cindy Elder at Clarion County 
Community Bank. There are four 
students in the program this year 
from Cranberry, Oil City, Rocky 
Grove, and Titusville High School, 
and the group takes frequent tours 
of local businesses.  

SaVahna Scott, junior at Cranberry 
High School and student in the 
Culinary Arts class at Venango 
Technology Center (Vo-Tech), job 
shadowed at Core Goods in Oil City 
a year ago and is now working part
-time at the store through Vo-
Tech’s co-op program. 

Anna Moore, senior at Cranberry 
High School, completed her job 
shadow at Nicole’s Bridal in Seneca 
and continues to volunteer at the 
store. Anna plans to pursue 
business after graduating high 
school.  

First-Hand Experience: Encouraging Students to Explore Local Businesses 
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David Snedden and Greg Plowman were 
approved as the newest members of the 
Venango Chamber board of directors at 
the February board meeting.  

David is Branch Manager of the Seneca 
branch of Hagan Business Machines and 
previously served on the Chamber board 
from 2011-2017, holding positions of 
vice chairman and chairman. Several of 
the initiatives David helped to bring 
forth are still in use at the Chamber.  

Greg is with Scierka’s Tavern in Oil City, 
which he owns and operates with his 
wife Andree. Greg and his family are 
great supporters of the Be Here program 
and have hosted FLEX events and a 
Chamber mixer at the tavern. Greg 
believes the Chamber is an integral part 
of our County and looks forward to 
helping further the Chamber’s mission.  

Welcome David and Greg!  

Chamber Golf Scramble - June 25 

The Chamber’s Annual Golf Scramble will be held on Thursday, 
June 25, at Wanango Country Club. Golfing will begin with a 
shotgun start at 11:00 am.  

We have some interesting changes in store for this year, 
including a vendor show beginning at 8:30 a.m. and breakfast 
refreshments available prior to golf.  

Not a golfer but interested in helping with planning or 
volunteering at the scramble?  Contact the Chamber. 
Registration forms will be available soon - for golfers, vendors 
and sponsors. 

Chamber Welcomes Board Members  

http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.fscas.org/
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Show us your proud member decal! 

Did you get your 2020 member decal in the mail? Take a 

photo of it displayed at your business. Tag us on Facebook or 

Instagram, or email it to us at 

chamber@venangochamber.org. 

We’d love to share your photos. 

If you haven’t received your decal, 

please let us know and we’d be 

happy to mail or deliver one to 

you. Thank you for your support 

of the Venango Chamber!  

Allegheny Mountain Flooring Donation  

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring 
donated almost 4,000 square feet of 
flooring to Jeremy Haynes, a soldier 
wounded in Afghanistan.  

The Gary Sinise Foundation built Jeremy 
his new home in Virginia. The home was 
designed to meet his needs living in a 
wheelchair with this wife and their five 
children.  

Find out more about Jeremy’s story and see 
the home by visiting: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NYzoaFMbAoo  

Earth Day Celebrates 50 Years 

The first Earth Day in 1970 
enlisted 20 million Americans and 
is credited with launching the 
modern environmental movement.  

Help celebrate Earth Day this year 
on April 22 by joining a local 
cleanup, conserving water, 

planting a tree, or shopping sustainably. Find more ideas on 
how to get involved at www.EarthDay50PA.org. 

http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYzoaFMbAoo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYzoaFMbAoo
http://www.EarthDay50PA.org
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The 2020 class of Leadership Venango met for their fifth 
session in February in Franklin to learn about local 
governance and honorable leadership. 

The day began at the County Courthouse Annex with a 
panel discussion facilitated by Randy Arnold, 2019 
Leadership Venango graduate. The panel included Jason 
Ruggerio (County Planning Commission), Mike Port 
(Cranberry School District board member) and Tracy 
Jamieson (manager of the city of Franklin). They were 
asked about their respective jobs including motivation 
and challenges, and gave advice on how to obtain similar 
leadership positions.  

Next was Joseph Grunenwald, past President of Clarion 
University and an active community member. He spoke 
on what it means to be an “honorable” leader and traits 
these leaders have, including honesty, courage, long-
term persistence, humility and doing the right thing even 
when it’s hard. The best leaders are forward thinking 
and put service above self. 

The group walked to the Barrow’s Little Theatre for 
lunch and a discussion with the three County 
Commissioners. They discussed job responsibilities, 
challenges of the County, and their hopes for moving the 
County forward as united leaders.  They also encouraged 
questions and stated their open door policy of hearing 
constituents’ concerns.   

After lunch, members of the FLEX Young Professionals 
gave an overview of the group’s mission and activities 
and encouraged participants to consider membership. 

Trenton Moulin, President/CEO of Bridge Builders 
Community Foundations, then gave a presentation on 
Boardsmanship.  He discussed the importance of serving 
on a board that lines up with personal values. As a future 
resource, he gave each member of the classa copy of the 
Handbook for Directors of Nonprofit Corporations in the 
United States of America. Prior to leaving, Zach Covington 
gave the class a tour of  the Barrow-Civic Theatre. 

The last stop of the afternoon was to visit Judge Lobaugh 
and tour the Venango County Courthouse. Judge 
Lobaugh was a gracious host describing the history of 
the building and its contents. He exemplified the 
qualities of an honorable leader as it was clear he has 
devoted his career to child advocacy and drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation.  It was also clear that he had a 
passion and love for Venango County.  

The next session will be in March at UPMC Northwest 
and will focus on “Leading a Healthy Community.”  

Leadership Venango Holds Fifth Session: Honorable Leadership  

Bridge Builders Community Foundations will hold the 
annual Week of Giving March 16 - 20. During the Week of 
Giving, donations can be given to one or many local 
organizations.  

In the weeks and days leading up to the event, you can 
visit bbcfgives.org and learn about the organizations that 
match your philanthropic goals, with missions that most 
closely match what’s important to you, your business, or 
family. 

Your gifts are enlarged by a match pool, provided by 
generous sponsors.  The website provides answers to 

frequently asked questions and, during the week, 
provides reporting of total contributions to each 
charitable organization. 

We encourage you to consider a gift to the Venango Area 
Chamber of Commerce Endowment Fund, and the many 
other organizations making a difference in our region. 

Week of Giving to Kick Off March 16 

https://bbcfgives.org/organizations
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Write it Down 

ORA Mini Grant Opportunity  

The Oil Region Alliance (ORA) is offering mini grants for 
printing brochures and rack cards for tourism destinations in 
the Oil Region.  

Both non-profits, such as museums, and for-profits, like shops 
and restaurants, are welcome to apply for half the cost of 
printing a brochure or rack card up to $500. Applicants are 
required to match the cost. Only one grant may be awarded per 
cycle, per location.  

“This is an excellent opportunity for local tourism destinations 
to create a marketing piece to represent them in a variety of 
welcome centers and literature racks throughout the region,” 
said Emily Altomare, Communications and Tourism Manager of 
the ORA.  

To apply, submit a final copy of the product to be printed (with 
the acknowledgment of funding support by the ORA specified 
in the rules), a copy of the quote or proposal for the printing 
cost, and a completed W-9 and application.  

Rules and applications are available at the ORA office at 217 
Elm Street in Oil City and online at www.OilRegion.org/news. 
Applications are due by Friday, March 13, in hard copy form to 
the ORA office or via e-mail to ealtomare@oilregion.org.  

The ORA will respond to applicants by Friday, March 20. The 
Oil Region Alliance must review and approve all materials 
before they are printed and reserves the right to not fund the 
grant if the final product does not adhere to the guidelines. 
Printing should be completed and stock should be delivered to 
the ORA office by Friday, May 1, for distribution throughout the 
Oil Region, which includes all of Venango County and sites in 
Titusville and Foxburg.  

Have an idea? Instead of keeping it in 
your head, write it down. 

This can apply to an entire vision, 
but also something simple and short. 
Keep a notebook of ideas, goals, and 
random thoughts that come to your 
head. By writing it down you can 
come back to it and build upon it, 
and it can often remind you of ideas 
you may have forgotten.  

Visioning is often started by using 
the “hot pen” technique. In an article 
by Ari Weinzwig, Zingerman’s Co-
Founding Partner, he says: “Once you 
start writing, keep writing for 15 
minutes regardless of what you’re 
saying or how silly or smart it might 
seem. Keep the pen or keys on the 
keyboard moving and don’t stop to 
self-edit. My own experience is that 
sometimes the most important/
insightful elements of the vision are 
the ones that I almost didn’t write 
down.” 

You never know what a random idea 
or thought in your head can lead to, 
so before you forget it, write it down! 

Learn more about the power of 
visioning at zingtrain.com/content/
power-visioning. 

Questions about this opportunity 

can be directed to Emily Altomare at: 

ealtomare@oilregion.org 

zingtrain.com/content/power-visioning
zingtrain.com/content/power-visioning
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CONGRATULATIONS  

AWARD RECIPIENTS 

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: JAMIE HUNT 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: WEBCO INDUSTRIES 

PARTNER IN BUSINESS: OIL CITY MAIN STREET PROGRAM 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: JILL LANDER 

You can view the video presentations for each of the honorees and the Venango Chamber 2019 Year in 

Review at youtube.com/VenangoChamber. To watch the entire program, recorded by STREAMTV, tune in to 

the Oil City “PEG” Channel 22. For a program schedule, visit streammedia.tv. 

http://www.youtube.com/VenangoChamber
http://streammedia.tv/
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- 2020 ANNUAL DINNER - 
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Social media can be overwhelming, especially for 
businesses and organizations who have a million other 
tasks to do. Creating a strategy can help keep you 
organized and consistent with your social media. 

A strategy shouldn’t just be in your mind or spoken—it 
should be written down. Especially if others within your 
workplace are posting, too. 

At our February Tech Talk, we discussed some things 
that should be included in your written strategy: 

• Audience & Platforms: Who is your audience and 
what platform are they active on? Don’t waste your 
time posting on one platform, such as Instagram, if 
most of your followers are on another, like Facebook. 

• Your Why: Each time you post, think “why am I 
posting this?” Is it to promote an event, share 
exciting news, engage your audience in an exciting 
way, or collect information? Make a list in your social 
media strategy of all the reasons you share content 
on social media. 

• Tone & Language: What kind of feeling do you want 
your posts to portray? Do you have more of a fun 

tone? Or maybe more serious and professional? This 
is important to decide and communicate before 
sharing a variety of posts. 

• Who & When: If more than one person posts on 
behalf of your business, decide who posts certain 
content and when it gets published. Communication 
is key, so too many posts aren’t going out at once and 
two people aren’t sharing similar content. 

We invite you to attend the next Venango Tech Talk on 
Friday, March 20 focused on Facebook and Instagram 
advertising. 

Tech Tip: Social Media Strategy 

A class of 12 students received certificates of 
achievement in the evening Welding Technology 
program at the Venango Technology Center (VTC) on 
February 13. The program was coordinated among VTC, 
the Keystone Community Education Council (KCEC), and 
the Community College of Allegheny County. 

The classes ran for three evenings per week. Students 
were able to earn several welding qualifications, as well 
as garner 18 college credits from CCAC in the process.   

“This is a unique opportunity for students in our area, 
because they can get college credits for a fraction of the 
cost they would pay elsewhere,” said Lance Hummer, 
executive director of KCEC.” Because of a grant from the 
Appalachian Regional Commission, high school 
participants were able to have their program costs paid. 

The evening Welding Technology program has been 
offered since 2009, and Travis Crate, a welding 
instructor at the VTC, has been the lead instructor the 
entire time. 

“The students in this year’s program had excellent 
attendance and they all worked very hard,” Crate said. 

Students who are interested in registering for this class 
for next year, or for those who want to find out more 
about the workforce-development programs KCEC 
offers, should call the office at (814) 677-4427. 

Find the full article at venangochamber.org/blog. 

Twelve Graduate From VTC Welding Technology Program 

venangochamber.org/blog
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 

GELOUS NAILS 

What is the story of Gelous Nails? 

I’m from Utah, but moved here with my husband and 
liked doing my own nails, so I decided to pursue it 
further. I got my license, then worked in local salons for 
six years before opening my own in October of 2019. 

What all do you offer at your salon? 

We work exclusively in hard gels, not acrylics. We offer 
traditional natural nail manicures with or without color, 
repair and strengthening treatments, gel polish and 
hard gel sculpted enhancements, and pedicures. 

What’s your favorite part of owning a business? 

I’m a first-time business owner, but have been wanting 
to open my own business for a long time. I enjoy 
working for myself, the control I have over our product 
line, and the opportunity to be creative.  

What are you most proud of? 

The atmosphere of the salon. I worked hard decorating 
it to be not only pretty, but comfortable. I feel like I’ve 
created a clean environment in a historic building that 
is nice to just hang out in.  

What makes your business unique? 

Hard gels is not a medium most salons work in. We 
also offer online scheduling, making it easier for 
customers to make appointments. 

How can people support your business? 

Word of mouth has been huge for us. Our clients are 
constantly getting asked where they get their nails 
done and many even carry our business cards with 
them. Even if coming into the salon isn’t for someone, 
telling others about our business means a lot to us. 

With Summer Meagher, Owner 

FAST FACTS: 

• Works exclusively in hard gels 

• Located in a historic building that used to 
be a gas station 

• Offers online scheduling 

CONTACT: 

7 Elm Street, Oil City 

(814) 201-6686  

gelousnailspa.glossgenius.com  

Open Tues-Thur 10 a.m. - 6 a.m. 

and Friday-Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
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Emily and Tammy both have ties to 
Venango County and decided to not 
only live here, but to invest in the 
area through their business—
Peddlers & Paddlers Inn.  

They like spending time with friends, 
enjoying local outdoor recreation, 
and walking around downtown 
Franklin. 

“There’s ALWAYS something happening, from lectures on area 
history to full out festivals, Blues and BBQ being one of our 
favorites,” they said. 

You can read Emily and Tammy’s full story on our Be Here 
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people who 
live and work in the Venango Area. 

We want to share YOUR story too. Visit the website at 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your 
story” button at the bottom of the page. 

UPMC Northwest Hospital is putting some of its smallest 
patients in the driver’s seat. Pediatric patients can now 
drive themselves to the operating room in miniature 
battery-powered cars. Most kids are stressed when it 
comes to operations and procedures, so the operating 
room staff came up with an innovative way to help calm 
their fears. 

Patients are riding to the operating room in style thanks 
to an anonymous donation to the Northwest Hospital 
Foundation.  Kids ranging from ages 2 to 10 can choose 
from a Jeep or Mercedes-Benz convertible.   

Since the cars were put in use almost a month ago, the 
driving experience is already working its magic. Children 
such as Evan Ward, son of Michael and Amanda Ward of 
Franklin, are feeling less anxious about their upcoming 
procedures. 

“Evan had a wonderful surgical experience at UPMC 
Northwest. Instead of being apprehensive about the 
unfamiliar environment he was in, he was calm, 
laughing, and he enjoyed driving around the hallway 
where everyone greeted him. We are so thankful that 
Evan will remember his surgery day as a positive and fun 
experience,” they said. 

To learn more about the Northwest Hospital Foundation, 
please contact Theresa Edder, Executive Director, at 814-
676-7145 or visit northwesthospitalfoundation.org. 

Find the full article at venangochamber.org/blog.  

New Hospital Transportation Driving Away Kids’ Fears 

http://www.qualityinn.com/hotels/pa328
http://www.ilovemix96.com/
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
venangochamber.org/blog
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Caldwell 

Hagan Welcomes Josh Fried 

Hagan Business Machines of 

Meadville is very pleased to announce 

the latest addition to their Managed 

Network Technical staff, Josh Fried.  

Originally from Meadville, Josh 

recently graduated from LTI in 

Network Administration and Security. 

Josh enjoys spending time with his 

friends, going to the gym, and finds 

computer work interesting because it 

is always different every day.  

He will be enrolled in the HBM security training program over 

the next 6 months. Please welcome Josh to the Hagan team of 

Network specialists! 

Student Employment Event 

Would your business hire someone directly out of high school? 
Do you have or anticipate that you will have open positions? 
Would you like the opportunity to meet this potential 
workforce in one day? Be a part of the Student Employment 
Event happening this spring at the Venango Technology Center! 

Register by April 15 by visiting bit.ly/2020SEE 

For more information, contact Sarah Campbell at 
scampbell@vtc1.org or (814) 677-3097 x1137 

Sponsored by the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, Oil 
Region School Counselors Association, School & Industry 
Partnership Group, and the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce. 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
https://oakwoodheights.srcare.org/
primary-health.net
http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4z8R6m0rKgqI42DtZXHdhaVTmMlxr3B5eUj2KyrQa2yj0-g/viewform
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The Derrick published the Annual Business Review and 
Forecast on February 17.  If you have a newspaper 
delivered each day, it was hard to miss.  It was the BIG 
edition.  So, what’s the big deal?  This is a great tool for 
every business and organization, when put to use. 

The Derrick invites contributions at no cost. Hopefully, 
you submitted an article, taking the chance to tell the 
story of your business, past accomplishments, and future 
plans. Now that you’ve created the document, you can 
revise and reuse your content throughout the year on 
your website, in marketing materials, and anytime 
information about your business is requested.   

Taking the time to write about 
your business is a valuable 
exercise. If you wonder if 
anyone reads what you’ve 
written, we assure you they 
do.  Here at the Chamber, it is 
a great reference for us.   

Cranberry High School Teacher Heather Motter uses the 
Business Review as a teaching tool for seniors. Students 
worked as partners and researched businesses, then 

reported their findings with 
the whole class. Heather plans 
to have students do this 
activity once a month. 

Are you looking for ways to 
build better relationships with 
other businesses or perhaps 
just familiarize yourself with 
the community around you?  
By reading about the region’s businesses, you can stay 
current about ownership and management and changes 
in other businesses, and maybe find inspiration that will 
positively impact what you are doing. 

If you did not receive this special edition this year, or 
accidently discarded it, it’s available online at 
thederrick.com in the special section at the bottom of the 
home page (no subscription needed).  Need to hold the 
paper in your hand?  The Chamber is happy to lend you 
are extra copy (if you promise to return it or pass it on to 
another reader).   

We suggest you make a note on your calendar now, for 
December 1, 2020, to plan your submission for next 
year.  Or better yet, start writing now and add to your 
story each month until your year is complete and ready 
for the 2021 edition. Because if you don’t tell your 
story, someone else will. 

Membership Directory Coming Soon 

As we publish this newsletter, we are 
finalizing our annual printed Membership 
Directory. We’re confirming advertising, 
so contact us right away if you want 
included.  

To make certain we have your address and 
contact information correct, visit our 
online directory at: 
members.venangochamber.org/list and let 
us know immediately if any information 
needs corrected. 

Why is this directory so valuable?  We respectfully suggest that 
members use this as your referral guide—the first place you go 
when looking for businesses to patronize in the Venango Area. 
Before you type into Google, reach for your directory or visit 
the Chamber’s website to support local business. 

Putting the Business Review and Forecast to Use 

thederrick.com
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
https://members.venangochamber.org/list


 

15  Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  •  venangochamber.org 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
5 

7 16 

MARCH 2020 

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events 

8 

Wisdom & Wine 

Thursdays in March  |  Drake Well Museum & Park  

Pack the Plaza  

1 – 2 p.m.  |  Central Ave Plaza, Oil City  

Antique Sale & Show  

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  |  Oil City YWCA  

Week of Giving 

March 16 – 20  |  bbcfgives.org  

Garden Collage 
8:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  |  First Presby. Church, Oil City  

10 

28 

Be Here Quarterly 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  |  Klapec Auto Body, Cranberry  

Pack the Plaza for Women’s Day 2020 

International Women's Day’s 
2020 campaign theme is 
#EachforEqual 

Equality is not a women's 
issue, it's a business issue. 
Gender equality is essential for economies and communities to 
thrive. A gender equal world can be healthier, wealthier and 
more harmonious - what's not to love about that? 

The race is on for the gender equal boardroom, a gender equal 
government, gender equal media coverage, gender equal 
workplaces, gender equal sports coverage, and gender equality 
in health and wealth—so let's make it happen. Let's 
be #EachforEqual. 

The first local event to celebrate 
International Women’s Day will be held 
in Central Avenue Plaza and everyone 
is invited! Chamber President Susan 
Williams will act as Master of 
Ceremonies on March 8 at 1:00 pm. 
Speakers will include keynote speaker 
Brea Hall-Schmidt of “The Thinking 
Branch” (pictured left) and remarks by 

Judy Etzel, Mary Jo White, Denise Jones, Hope Lineman, Betsy 
Kellner, and Jennifer Friedhaber. 

Learn more on the Be Here calendar (beherevenango.org/
events) or by searching “Pack the Plaza - International Women's 
Day” on Facebook. 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.usachoice.net/
http://www.vantagehme.com/
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Matt Caldwell, Chairman 
Trenton Moulin, Vice Chair 
Jeannie Henry, Treasurer 
Hope Lineman, Sec. 
Rebecca Beach 
Ryan Bell 
Matthew Deal 
Doug Eberle 
Jake Hickman 
Cathy Kentzel 
Jim Marshall  
Joyce Luton 
Greg Plowman 
David Snedden 
Fred Terwilliger 
 
STAFF   
Susan Williams 
Tessa Byham 
Ashley Sheffer 

Caldwell Printing Services 
Bridge Builders Community Foun. 
Rossbacher Insurance Group 
Clarion University 
Northwest Commission 
Webco Industries 
Morrison Funeral Home  
Agway 
Hickman Lumber  
The Barnard House 
King’s Landscaping 
UPMC Northwest 
Scierka’s Tavern 
Hagan Business Machines 
Central Electric Cooperative 
 
 
President / CEO 
Executive Assistant 
Program Manager 
 

CHAMBER 
EVENTS 

MARCH  

 

      06  Membership 101, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

      10  Be Here Quarterly, Klapec Auto Body, 5:30 p.m. 

      11  Leadership Venango  

      19  Chamber Board Meeting 

      20  Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

  

APRIL 

  

     08  Leadership Venango  

     16  Chamber Board Meeting  

     17  Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

     17  FLEX Presents, Clarion University Venango, 6:30 p.m. 

     29  Business After Hours Mixer, FUN Bank, Oil City, 5 p.m. 

 

FIND CHAMBER EVENTS AT 

MEMBERS.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/EVENTS 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
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Why Recognize Young Professionals? 

As we are in the middle of planning 
our annual FLEX Presents event, 
recognition is on our minds. Why do 
we spend time and effort to 
recognize young professionals? 

Giving to the community can be 
tireless. Spending hours 
volunteering and helping others 
includes large amounts of time and 
energy, but our communities 
depend on people being willing to 
do things they are not necessarily 
compensated for.  

We recognize young professionals 
at FLEX Presents to provide: 

• Encouragement: It motivates 
those recognized to continue 
working hard and lets them 
know their efforts have not gone 
unnoticed. 

• Inspiration: It inspires other 
young professionals to follow in 
the footsteps of those being 
recognized, and can provide 
great examples of how to 
balance work, family, and 
community.  

• Acknowledgement: It not only 
inspires others, but shows that 
there ARE young people making 
a difference and being successful 
in our community. We often 
hear negative talk about young 
professionals leaving the area, 
and this event is a perfect 
example of how that is untrue. 

• Awareness: Recognition isn’t 
only about the individual, it 
sheds light on the causes or 
organizations that nominees are 
involved with, helping others to 
learn more about them and 
hopefully inspiring more people 
to get involved with local 
organizations. 

Recognition is about coming 
together to inspire and uplift 
individuals, organizations, and the 
entire community. 

We hope you’ll join us in recognizing young professionals at 
FLEX Presents on Friday, April 17, at Clarion University - Venango. 

We will introduce all nominees in the April FYI newsletter. Learn more 
and RSVP by visiting venangochamber.org/flex-presents. 
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There are many ways we communicate in today’s 
world, but email is arguably the most valuable form of 
communication. Although it may be a simple hitting of 
the “reply” and “send” button, there are circumstances 
when using an email that could potentially sabotage 
your professional or personal reputation. Here are 
some tips to help manage and monitor your email: 

• Proofread before sending: Always do your due 
diligence and check your message before 
responding to ensure you are avoiding any 
misspelled words or grammatical errors. Taking 
the time to re-read a message is more important 
than being perceived as sloppy or careless.  

• Consider the tone: Communicating through email 
greatly inhibits expression and can cause 
misunderstandings. Without visual or auditory cues 
we receive through face
-to-face conversations, 
an individual may 
interpret differently 
than intended. Think 
about how your email 
message “feels” and 
find ways to be less 
ambiguous in your 
response.   

• Be aware of what you send/receive: Making sure 
you are sending information to the correct 
personnel is very crucial. Review who the email 
should be addressed to, especially when providing 
sensitive or confidential information. Also, be 
aware of phishing attempts in receipt of an email. If 
an email has unfamiliar text, fonts, hyperlinks, 
email addresses, or other abnormalities, you should 
act on your instinct and make sure it is legitimate.  

These simple steps can come in handy when sending 
emails, to ensure you are communicating well with 
others, both personally or professionally.  

Jamie Stack grew up in the area 
and graduated from Oil City High 
School in 2017, then went on to 
earn her associate’s degree in 
Physical Therapy Assistance 
from the University of Pittsburgh 
at Titusville. 

She’s currently waiting to take 
her Board Exam, and is working 

at two local, young professional owned businesses—
Core Goods and Eckert Chiropractic.  

“I enjoy how personable the jobs are,” she said. “The 
coworkers and employers are very invested in their 
employees. I love much I have learned and how much I 
know they care about my growth.” 

At Core Goods, Jamie helps customers, cooks, keeps the 
store stocked, and more, and at Eckert Chiropractic, 
she helps with childcare and various office tasks. 

Jamie recently got engaged and is excited to marry her 
fiance , Devon. Other future plans include pursing a 
more full-time job. 

She’s not certain exactly where or in what field, but 
told us: “I am not limiting my future to what my degree 
is in. I want to achieve happiness in whatever life 
throws at me and wherever I am in the next few years.” 

In her free time, Jamie can almost always be found with 
Devon, usually outdoors biking, walking, hiking, 
kayaking, and basically anything else outside. 

In Venango County, she enjoys experiencing the history 
and learning facts about how this area was created. She 
also appreciates the beautiful nature and close-knit 
community, and related it to Cheers—”You want to go 
where everybody knows your name." 

Jamie is enjoying working in Venango County and is 
also excited to see where her future takes her.  

Professional Development Tip of the Month: Email Communication 
By Matt Slagle, FLEX Member & Inventory Accountant at Borchers Americas 

https://www.facebook.com/KingsLandscapingOC/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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Juliet Hilburn recently joined the 
team at the Northern Pennsylvania 
Regional College as Student 
Success Specialist. She graduated 
from Mercyhurst University in May 
2018 with a bachelor’s degree in 
history and earned a cumulative 
4.0 GPA. In high school, she also 
graduated as Valedictorian.  

Juliet was born and raised in Titusville, and continues 
to live here, though her position takes her all over 
Forest, Crawford, and Venango Counties. 

She enjoys her new position and, looking to the future, 
hopes to continue as a higher education professional 
helping students succeed in their post-secondary 
careers. She also looks forward to continuing her own 
education by pursuing a master’s degree in 
Communications or a related field. 

In the community, Juliet serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Titusville Council on the Arts and 
plays flute in the Oil City volunteer ensemble Mostly 
Brass. She can also often be found reading and is a part 
of the Benson Memorial Library book club. 

In college, Juliet had a minor in film studies, so she 
enjoys watching movies, especially at The Movies at 
Cranberry. She’s a fan of local events, too, like 
BridgeFest in Oil City and AppleFest in Franklin. 

“I very much wish to remain in the area where my 
family is located,” Juliet told us. “Venango County is so 
scenic and beautiful at all times of the year.” 

Like many, Juliet loves the wooded hillsides and 
gorgeous historic architecture, as well as the people 
here. “It's nice to be greeted with a smile everywhere 
you go,” she said. 

Congratulations on the new position, Juliet, and 
welcome to FLEX! 

Volunteer with FLEX! 

The Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee has 
created a volunteer schedule for the next few months! We 
invite you to join FLEX in the community at the following 
opportunities: 

Next Step Career Night: Thursday, March 26, 5 - 7:30 
p.m. at Clarion University - Venango: Participate with FLEX 
in a panel about using social media, or hold mock 
interviews for students. 

Oil City Clean Up Day: Wednesday, April 22: Join FLEX 

in sprucing up the downtown! A poll will be sent in the 
weekly email to determine the time FLEX will volunteer. 

Titusville High School Career Day: Thursday, April 
30: FLEX will be talking to students in a panel titled “The 
Importance of Community Involvement.” We’ll discuss 
ways to volunteer and network, to help in their careers. 

Show at Barrow-Civic Theatre: Friday, May 1, 6 p.m.: 

We will usher, greet, take tickets, work the concession 
stand, and more, at the showing of Pippin. Afterwards, we 
get to watch the show for free! 

Are you interested in volunteering at any of these upcoming 
events? Contact Tessa at tbyham@venangochamber.org. 

http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Ryan Boshaw 

Juliet Hilburn 

Molly Minman 

Interested in joining? Email Laura 
at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu. 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, 

entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, 

leadership development, and networking.  

Connect with us: 

Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 

• Yoga Social: Thursday, March 5 | 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. | Trailasana, Oil City  |  $10 per  

   person  |  Registration required: members.venangochamber.org/events 

• Marketing Committee Meeting: Monday, March 9 | 12 p.m. | Venango Chamber 

• St. Patty’s Social: Saturday, March 14 | 6 - 9 p.m. | Grumpy Goat Distillery, Franklin 

• Membership Committee Meeting: Wednesday, March 11 | 5:30 p.m. | Franklin 

   Public Library (GED Room) 

• Events Committee Meeting: Wednesday, March 18 | 6:30 p.m. | Venango Chamber 

• Speaker Series - Personal Finance: Thursday, March 19 | 5:30 p.m. |  Hoss’s Steak 

Find more event details at facebook.com/VenangoFLEX 
or members.venangochamber.org/events 

Coffee Chats are always a nice way to start the morning. Thanks to everyone who joined us in early 
February. We also had a lot of young professionals a the Chamber’s Annual Dinner on February 19. 

Congratulations to FLEX member Jill Kellner for receiving recognition for Volunteer of the Year! 

https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
https://members.venangochamber.org/events


Friday, April 17 | 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Clarion University - Venango (Suhr Library)

Help us recognize young professionals
making a difference in our community.

Nominations are due by March 6.

Learn more & RSVP at venangochamber.org/flex-presents
(sponsorship opportunities are available; see back of this flyer)



 
Friday, April 17, 2020 
Clarion University - Venango (Suhr Library) 

6:30 - 8:30 PM | Cocktail Attire | $20 per person 

 

RSVP: venangochamber.org/flex-presents, 

tbyham@venangochamber.org, or (814) 676-8521 

 Sponsor the Event 
 Support initiatives that keep young leaders active in Venango County! 
 

 

     $500 Major Sponsor 
 

  Your name and logo will appear in all promotions such as newspaper articles,  
  emails, website, and social media posts. Your logo will also be on tables at the  
  event, in the event program, and on multi-media slides that will run throughout the 
  night of the event. 
 

$250 Event Sponsor 
 

  Your logo will be on our website and appear in the event program and on 
  multi-media slides that will run throughout the night of the event. 
 

          $100 Patron Sponsor 
 

  Your name will be on our website, appear in the event program and on 
  multi-media slides that will run throughout the night of the event. 

 
Sponsorship is appreciated by March 27 to ensure full recognition 

Sponsor Name as it should appear on recognition           

Contact           Phone        

Address                

Check Enclosed    Invoice me (Chamber Members only) 

If paying by credit card, please contact the Chamber. 

 

 

 

Mail Payment to Venango Chamber: 24 Seneca Street, PO Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301  |  Phone: (814) 676-8521 

  





COMMUNITY 
CLEAN-UP DAY

Get together with friends, family & co-workers to
clean up the city and build community spirit!

EARTH DAY 2020

Wednesday, April 22

Registration form for individuals & 
organizations on reverse!



COMMUNITY 
CLEAN-UP DAY

EARTH DAY 2020

Wednesday, April 22
2020 REGISTRATION FORM

Organization/Individual Name: ___________________________
___________________________________________________________
No. of Participants: _____ Contact Person: __________________
Telephone: ________________ Email: ________________________
Preferred Clean-Up Area(s): _______________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Clean-Up Time(s): 9:00-12:00____ 12:00-4:00____ 4:00-8:00____

Clean-Up Areas include: Justus Park, Creekside Park, Public Parking
Lots, Downtown Sidewalks, Railroad Areas, and Neighborhoods

ADULT SUPERVISION REQUIRED FOR MINOR PARTICIPANTS

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY APRIL 15 TO:
Oil City Main Street Program

217 Elm Street, Oil City PA 16301
sarmstrong@oilregion.org · (814) 677-3152

Thank you to all of our volunteers! And to:
City of Oil City · Oil City Fire Department · PennDOT



2019/2020 Forest & Oil Region
Student Video Contest

Vote for your favorite video

www.WhatsSoCool.org
March 30-April 1, 2020

Scroll down to find the PA Forest & Oil Region Contest

Christian Life Academy (Webco Industries)  

Cranberry Area High (SFPC) 

East Forest (Kahle’s Kitchens)

Eisenhower Middle / High (Betts Industries)

Oil City Middle (Matric Group)

Rocky Grove Jr/Sr High (Franklin Industries)

Sheffield Middle (Whirley DrinkWorks)

Titusville Middle (RTI)

West Forest (Car Mate Trailers)

Sponsors and Community Partners Featured Manufacturers















THE ROUTE 8 RIVALRY
VS. 

CANCER
Alumni Basketball Game 

and Fundraiser featuring alumni from
Oil City and Franklin High Schools

This event is being organized in partnership with
the Kirtland Cancer Foundation. Proceeds will

benefit the foundation, local students, and
Lieutenant Steve Rembold of the Oil City Police

Department.

Friday, March 27th •  5:30 PM
Game begins at 7:00 PM

Oil City High School 

50/50  •  Chinese Auction  •  Concessions  

Tickets:     $6 Adult     $4 Student/Child/Senior
Presale tickets will be available from February 18 at Oil City High School,
Franklin High School, the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce, and the

Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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