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SUPPORTING 
MEMBERS 

— VISIONARY — 

— BUILDER — 

Komatsu Mining Corp. 

Oakwood Heights 

UPMC Northwest 

NEW MEMBERS 
West Park Rehab  

Contact: Eddie St. Clair 

3233 State Route 257, Seneca  

(814) 493-86331 

wprseneca@gmail.com 

westparkrehab.com 

PMP Printing 

Contact: Michelle Goodwill 

626 13th Street, Franklin 

(814) 346-0045 

mgoodwill@pmpprinting.com 

pmpprinting.com 

CHAMBER EVENTS 

Imperial Construction Services  

Contact: Ken Faux 

204 Main Street, Imperial, PA  

(724) 6959026 

krfaux@impconsrv.com 

impconsrv.com 

For more information, visit: 

members.venangochamber.org/events 

Member 101 

Thursday, January 23 | 8 a.m. 

Venango Chamber Office 

Venango Tech Talk 

Friday, January 17 | 8 a.m. 

Venango Chamber Office 

FIND US : www.venangochamber.org 

Annual Dinner 

Wednesday, February 19 | 5 p.m. 

Cross Creek Resort, Titusville 

Winter Kickoff Mega Mixer 

Friday, January 10 | 5 p.m. 

Seven Springs, PA 
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The Venango Area Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to recognize 
Jamie Hunt, the mayor of Emlenton, 
as the 2019 Citizen of the Year.  
Jamie grew up outside of Venango 
County in nearby Slippery Rock. He 
served as an Avionics Electrician in 
the U.S. Navy, earned his bachelor’s 
degree at Slippery Rock and his 
master’s from New Mexico 
University. In 2013, Jamie and his 
wife Jaci, living in the state of 
Washington, decided to move closer 
to home to raise their son Lucas, 
two years old at the time. 

It was the great fortune of the 
Borough of Emlenton that an 
interesting property caught the eye 
of this young couple.  They 
purchased a blighted, 
decommissioned church on Hill 
Street and began the project of 

making it their home. Many young 
families would have chosen 
suburbia and the easier route to 
start a life and raise a family. Jamie's 
choices have created a synergy and 
symbol of hope and positive 
progress that ripples across our 
region. 

 In his nomination, Jamie is 
described as a mayor, citizen, 
volunteer, board member, educator 
and friend. The author of the 
nominations says: “Jamie's selfless 
devotion has spanned all of the six 
years he has resided in our county 
and his footprints are evident across 
our rural small towns and cities.”  

As mayor and citizen, Jamie works 
directly with Emlenton Borough 
Council and the Emlenton Police 

Force to create a safer and healthier 
place to live. His devotion to 
developing relationships with Red 
Cross, Ameri Corps, Greenway and 
Trail Council Alliance, Venango 
Planning, Be Here Initiative, young 
professionals, Boys and Girls Club 
Along the Allegheny, Blueprint 
Initiative, Chicken Coop, Emlenton 
Volunteer Fire Department, Civic 
Club of Emlenton, Venango County 
Democratic Committee, AC Valley 
School District, Allegheny Valley 
Trail Association, and countless 
others has provided a platform for 
citizens to get involved at all levels.  

Jamie was instrumental in bringing 
the Red Cross into Emlenton for the 
"Sound the Alarm" event to install 
smoke detectors in over 100 homes 
of residents throughout the AC-
Valley School District communities. 

As a member of the Blueprint Core 
Team, Jamie brings the refreshing 
perspective of a professional 
photographer—the ability to calmly 
observe and process information 
and find the underlying message in 
a situation. He is also willing to use 
his photography skills for the good 
of the community to document local 
festivals or projects. 

Continued on next page → 

Venango Chamber Annual Dinner - February 19, 2020 

The Annual Dinner will take place Wednesday, February 19, at Cross Creek Resort in 
Titusville. Join us in celebrating Jamie Hunt, our Business of the Year Webco 
Industries, and Partner in Business of the Year the Oil City Main Street Program. 
Volunteer of the Year will be announced at the dinner.  

The Awards Banquet will begin with a reception at 5 p.m., followed by dinner and a 
presentation. The reservation form, including sponsorship opportunities, can be 
found as an insert in this newsletter. You can also register online at 
members.venangochamber.org/events  

For questions or reservations, contact Tessa at the Chamber at  (814) 676-8521 or tbyham@venangochamber.org. 

Chamber Honors Jamie Hunt  -  2019 Citizen of the Year 
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Jamie doesn't stop at simply lending his professional skill; he 
jumps in and takes an active role wherever he sees a need, such 
as with the creation of a citizens' group dedicated to solving the 
local feral cat problem, or when providing a local perspective to 
historic property reuse planning. 

Jamie, concerned with the 
blight throughout the borough 
and county, supported efforts 
to fight the blight. He 
personally purchased a 
blighted property and 
remediated the property, 
doing this with his own 
resources. 

Jamie continually demonstrates his commitment to Emlenton, 
the Allegheny-Clarion River Valley, and Venango County. 

Jamie Hunt consistently advocates for bipartisan positive 
approaches (practical, creative, and innovative for our rural 
setting) to municipal management, county level matters, and 
regional Greenways/Trails events, policies, and projects. 

He is always polite when asking questions or providing 
explanations and he takes the time and effort to listen and 
engage people of all ages, backgrounds, and philosophies to join 
him in caring for and developing outdoor recreation, art, and 
civic life. 

Jamie’s commitment to the community in which he serves is not 
only as a leader. He is a person who models his leadership style 
by truly engaging himself as a volunteer in projects and 
community building through his example of action to "get 
things done." 

Citizen of the Year (continued) 

http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
https://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://dwgmlaw.com/
http://fscas.org/
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Inman Celebrates One Year at MIX 96  

MIX 96 Radio Personality Andrew Inman 
celebrates his one-year anniversary on 
Afternoons with Andrew. Andrew is a 
native of Lancaster and settled in the area 
in 2018. Andrew and his wife, Katie, reside 
in Seneca.  

He is very active in his church and with 
Venango Youth for Christ. He's also 
working on obtaining his bachelor's 
degree. Andrew can be heard weekdays 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on MIX 96. 
Congratulations Andrew!  

Winter Kick-Off Mixer at Seven Springs  

Don’t miss the perfect networking 
event to kick off 2020! Join 
hundreds of business owners, 
entrepreneurs, and other 
professionals at Seven Springs 
Mountain Resort. Enjoy cocktails 
and light fare at this annual gathering of business professionals. 

Discounted room rates and lift tickets are available to all 
participants. To register visit: www.WinterKickoff2020.com. 

PennDOT to Host Open House Meeting  

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) invites 
the public to an open house meeting 
to review options developed 
through the Liberty Street (Route 
62) and 12th Street Intersection 
Improvements Study in Franklin. 

The purpose of the meeting is to share safety and geometric 
improvement options for the intersection and gather feedback 
from attendees on which options best meet the safety needs of 
the project.  

PennDOT representatives, along with design consultants, will be 
available to answer questions and explain the various options.  

The open house will be held on Tuesday, January 7 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at First United Methodist Church fellowship hall 1102 
Liberty Street, Franklin (Enter the red, street-level side door off 
11th Street).  

http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
https://hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/about_gill.htm
https://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.WinterKickoff2020.com
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Leadership Venango Holds Third Session: Understanding Community Caregiving  

The Leadership Venango Class of 2020 met on 
December 11 at the Cranberry Place in the Cranberry 
Mall. The third session of the nine-month program was 
focused on understanding community caregiving.  

Joe Croskey & Kathleen Ellwood of Cog Coaching and 
Consulting connected with the class to explore diversity 
of thought. They started with a values assessment 
worksheet which helped the class narrow down a long 
list of common values into the six most important to 
them. The class then participated in a few activities that 
encouraged them to be vulnerable and open with one 

another while concentrating on the dimensions of 
diversity and prejudice.  

The class then took a break for lunch and filled out a 
quiz on local statistics around poverty in Venango 
County. This primed them for the afternoon session led 
by Kimberly Robertson, focused on understanding 
power, privilege, and poverty.  

Kim’s presentation was interactive and eye-opening, 
allowing the class to see where their own privilege is 
and how that affects their lives. Kim talked about the 
different core values at each income level and the 
hidden rules among social classes. Much of her 
presentation was based on the book “A Framework for 
Understanding Poverty” by Dr. Ruby Payne.  

This session was very interactive and had the class on 
their feet and participating in different role-playing 
activities. Many class participants felt this session was 
one of the most impactful and emotional yet. 

The next meeting for the class is scheduled for January 
8 at Clarion University Venango, where they will focus 
on the importance of an educated workforce.  

2020 marks WRC Senior Services’ 130th 
year in business. Beginning in 1890 as a 
rest home for civil war veterans, as well as 
their widows, wives, orphans, and children, 
the nonprofit organization has grown and 
evolved over the last century to become a 
continuum of vibrant senior living options.  

WRC Senior Services now offers all levels 
of care for seniors, including home care 
and home health, independent and 
residential living, personal care, skilled nursing, rehab, 
and hospice. To celebrate its 130th anniversary, WRC is 
planning 130 events throughout the year to take place 
at across its locations. Activities will include a wellness 
education series, 130th birthday party, visiting civil war 
and Woman’s Relief Crops historian, and picnics, 
carnivals, and holiday-themed gatherings. 

WRC’s Cork & Fork wine walk fundraiser will return on 
August 15 at Laurelbrooke Landing in Brookville. WRC 
is going back to its 1890 roots, and will also be 

recreating the original fundraiser started 
by the nonprofit – a “conundrum supper” 
gala in late fall/early winter. A 
“conundrum supper” is a dinner where 
each menu item is presented in the form of 
a riddle. WRC plans to create a modern 
take on the conundrum suppers held in the 
1890s, serving up deliciously mysterious 
small plates named after riddles and puns.  

An additional culinary revival from WRC’s 
past will take place in 2020—the production of a 
cookbook. WRC is asking community members to 
submit their favorite family recipes to the cookbook. Old 
recipes and photos are particularly encouraged, so that 
they can be updated from 1890 to 2020, just like WRC 
history. 

Cookbooks will be available for preorder in early 2020, 
and available for sale in fall of 2020. Those interested in 
submitting recipes and/or photos should send them via 
email to info@wrc.org or call (814) 220-2142.  

WRC Senior Services Celebrates 130th Anniversary 
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As we begin 2020, it’s common for 
many to create resolutions for the 
new year. We recommend exploring 
the art of visioning as you begin to 
set goals for yourself. Visioning is 
the process of figuring out what you 
want success to look like. It’s not 
how you reach your goals, but what 
you want it to look like when you get 
there. 

In an article titled “Why and How 
Visioning Works,” Ari Weinzweig, 
Zingerman’s Co-Founding Partner, 
says: “It tangibly improves the 
quality of the organization and the 
personal lives of those who use it. 
Without visioning, it’s easy to be 
dragged down by pressures and 
problems, but with it we are lifted to 
a more positive energy level. 

Many have an idea in their head of 
what they hope to accomplish, but 
take it a step further by painting a 
picture of success through the 
process of visioning. It can be done 
for 20 years, 1 year, or for one 
project, and you can vision for 
anything from something personal 
to the success of your business. 

Learn more at beherevenango.org/
zingtrain-visioning. Happy New Year! 

Creating a Vision 

of Greatness 

Join the Venango Chamber 
for an Adventure to China! 

Oct. 19 - 27, 2020 

Trip departs at Washington Dulles for only 

$2,299 with registration by 1/31/2020 

Travel with the Venango Chamber on a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to explore the mysteries of China. The Venango 
Area Chamber of Commerce is partnering with Citslinc 
International Inc. to provide a nine-day, all-inclusive and fully 
escorted tour of Beijing, Suzhou, Shanghai, and Hangzhou.  

This trip is open to anyone from the Chamber or community.  

For more information, contact Susan Williams at 814-676-
8521 or swilliams@venangochamber.org. 

Trailasana Yoga Studio to Open in Oil City 

Trailasana, a new yoga studio owned by 
Bobbie Jones, will open in Oil City this 
month! The first class will be on Monday, 
January 6, at the studio at 211 Seneca Street. 

Types of practice at Trailasana will include 
yoga for runners, beginner and gentle yoga, 
heated vinyasa, ashtanga, and more, and classes will take place 
in the early morning, lunch time, evenings, and weekends. 

Bobbie also plans to hold “Good Karma” 
classes each month, with proceeds going to a 
local non-profit. 

Join us on January 6 at 12:30 p.m. for a 
ribbon cutting, and look for a spotlight 
article in an upcoming newsletter. Learn 
more about the business at 
trailasanayogastudio.com.  
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Heather Hondel and Jessica Wilson, our interns at the Venango Chamber, are 
back for winter break! Heather has worked for us for two summers and Jessica 
joined our team last summer. 

They are excited to reflect on how their experiences at the Chamber affected 
their studies and what they have learned over the last semester that now 
applies to their work at the Chamber.   

Chamber Interns Reflect on Experiences 

Working at the Chamber has greatly 
influenced my college experience. I 
have utilized marketing skills I gained 
at the Chamber in my classes, such as 
when I served as the Chief Marketing 
Officer in my e-Commerce class and as 
the Publicity Officer for Grove City 
College’s Swing Dance Club. 

Working with Chamber Staff has given 
me the ability to work as a team on 
projects in my classes, as many of my 
entrepreneurial classes involve heavy 
amounts of teamwork and planning. 

This semester, I took a class entitled 
Managing a Growing Enterprise. I was 
placed in a team that fulfilled various 
roles in a company that we managed 
for six simulated quarters. It showed 
me how to be quick on my feet and 
change strategy in an instant when 
outcomes were different than initially 

anticipated. This has helped me 
generate problem solving skills that I 
can take into the workplace. 

This class also opened my eyes to how 
connected all the roles in a company 
are and how to work together to 
accomplish goals. I now realize the 
importance of understanding the big 
picture with the overarching vision of 
a company, while working to generate 
a thorough understanding in my own 
role and how that contributes to the 
vision. 

Throughout the course, my 
management team presented weekly 
executive briefings containing 
strategy updates. This class will be 
incredibly influential on how I work 
as an intern at the Chamber and in life 
in general.  

After a few weeks working at the 
Chamber this summer, I knew this 
experience was going to change the 
way I work and what I want my life to 
look like. During my time at the 
Chamber, my view of small and local 
businesses drastically shifted. 

Previously, I did not think about local 
business or how and why they are 
important, but after my experiences, I 
realize what a vital part these 
businesses are for a community. This 
has greatly impacted my life at school; 
I now see the local community as a 
place I want to be. I am also more 
intentional about supporting and 
work in the community. This 
appreciation for local business has 
informed several projects and the 
courses I am taking at school.   

One of the classes I took last semester 
focused on the task patterns and best 
practices in designs, and it enabled me 
to think more critically about how and 
why things are set up the way they 
are. It also empowered me to think 
objectively rather than subjectively 
about important business decisions. 

As I come back to work at the 
Chamber over break, thinking about 
best practices and objective critique 
are at the forefront of my mind. I see 
these ideals shaping the way I work 
on personal and group projects. 
Understanding the why behind design 
and content choices is an integral part 
of good work and I am so pleased to 
be able to practice what I have 
learned in class at the Chamber.   

HEATHER HONDEL 

Heather is a junior at Grove City 

College studying Entrepreneurship. 

JESSICA WILSON 

Jessica is studying Communication 

with concentrations in PR and 

Integrated Media at Geneva College 

and plans to graduate in the spring.  
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 

TRI-CITY MONUMENT CO. 

Tell us about what you do at Tri-City Monument. 

We offer a variety of sandblasting and engraving 
services, including gravestones, monuments, and 
plaques. We can work on any type of medium, and 
have also engraved wine glasses, automotive glass, 
gun stocks, and more. Every item is hand crafted. 

What is the history of your business? 

My grandpa founded it in 1949, my dad took over in 
1980, and I am the third generation owner as of 
2014. I moved away and did similar work in 
California, but was excited to come back to work for 
the family business in our small town, where things 
are much more relaxed. 

What would surprise people about Tri-City? 

We don’t offer a “cookie cutter” or automated 
product like many businesses today. Every step of 
the process is done by hand and we go great lengths 
to make items personal and detailed.  

What’s your favorite part of owning the business? 

The satisfaction I get from seeing customers’ 
reactions when they see the final product. I love 
being able to take a plain piece of stone and turn it 
into something that is a tribute to their loved one. 

I also love working for the community. We take pride 
and honor in the work that we do. 

Has your business faced any challenges? 

Many are familiar with the fire we had a few years 
ago. We had a five year plan, and although this 
slowed us down for a bit, we’re back and excited to 
continue moving forward to get to where we started. 

What future plans do you have? 

In the next five years, we plan to get a new building 
up with more room for growth. We also plan to add 
new cutting edge equipment to offer services we 
currently can’t do in house, including laser services. 

With Josh Kush - Owner, Artist & Engraver 

FAST FACTS: 

• Family owned and operated; Current owner, 
Josh, is third generation 

• Offers a variety of sandblasting and engraving 
services 

• All services are done by hand and personalized 

CONTACT: 

1526 Riverside Dr, Oil City 

(814) 676-6357  
rockydstonemaker@hotmail.com 

tricitymonuments.com 

Open Mon - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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Tech Tip: Utilizing Instagram and Facebook Stories  

Now is the perfect time to 
start preparing for your taxes. 
Brian Payne, CPA, supervisor 
at McGill, Power, Bell & 
Associates, LLP, has provided 
some tips to help you out 
during tax season: 

1.  Take the time to consider any lifestyle changes over 
the past year which may affect your return. Examples: 
additional dependents, marriage, divorce, change of 
primary residence, etc. Filing SALY (Same As Last Year) 
can cause you to lose deductions and credits. 

2.  If you are going to owe money, pay the balance due 
and/or get your returns filed before April 15. An 
extension does NOT provide you with an additional 6 
months to pay any balances due. If you wait until 

September or October to pay your balance due, you will 
be accessed interest and penalties. 

3. If you are self-employed, consult your tax 
professional to ensure that you are taking advantage of 
the qualified business income deduction. Enacted in the 
2018 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, this deduction could be up 
to 20% of your business income if your return is being 
filed properly. 

Find more tips from Brian on our 
blog at venangochamber.org/blog. 

Brian specializes in accounting and 
tax planning for small to mid-sized 
businesses. He also has extensive 
experience preparing complex 
corporate and individual tax returns.  

Social media is an important part of modern business, 
but when and what to post on a business’ social media 
platform can be confusing. Instagram and Facebook 
stories are yet another feature of social media. Stories 
are short video clips and images that appear at the top 
of an app’s newsfeed and are only available for 24 
hours. How can a business apply these new features of 
social media to further their businesses?  

Stories are seen as a way to grow business and engage 
clients. Embed Social, a company that works to 
optimize social media use, presents interesting 
statistics on how the use of social media stories are 
impactful. Current stories are seen by more than 500 
million users, which help to quantify how users are 
adapting to these new features of the social networking 
sites. The trend does not seem to be short lived; it is 
projected to grow in the coming years. 

The use of Instagram and Facebook stories also poses a 
positive trend for data collection. Stories allow for 
questions, polls, and quizzes to easily be sent out 
directly to consumers. The specificity of stories allows 
organizations to see who watched their stories and 
how they reacted. For example, social media enables 
the company to address how their customers swipe 
through and share the business’ stories, which is 
helpful as a business tracks engagement. 

Adding a bit of fun and whimsy to a company’s 
Instagram or Facebook story is helpful in customer 
brand relationships. A more personal touch may be 
unplanned but can further the brand of an organization. 

It should still be within the realm of the business’ 

values. For example, when the Oil City Warehouse Mall 

posts a story about their vendors it strengthens the 

brand with extra information and personality about the 

organization. 

Using Instagram and Facebook stories to further a 
business is an increasingly important part of any 
company, using the insights and branding tools that 
Instagram and Facebook stories facilitate are a great 
way to do this. Join us for January’s Tech Talk: 
Interacting Online. 

Tips for Tax Season  
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As a new year kicks off, many people 
will make resolutions. Keeping some 
resolutions can be difficult, but many 
are attainable by taking small steps.  

We talked to some local business on 
how to set and achieve attainable 
New Year goals related to wellness. 

Winter Blues 

Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) is 
a type of depression that happens as 
seasons come and go. Often referred 
to as “winter blues,” it affects many. 

Katie Roth (Port), Oil City YMCA’s 
Wellness Director, suggests 
movement and exercise as a great 
way to combat depression. When 
people use their bodies to exercise 
and move, endorphins are released 
and can boost your mood and 
improve  your attitude. 

“The social aspect of exercise is a 
huge part of the YMCA culture and 
can also positively impact 
individual’s moods and help to 
combat seasonal depression,” Katie 
said. “A lot of our group exercise 
classes are like little families—
people laugh, talk and exercise 
together in community.”  

Mental and physical health are 
integrally connected, illustrating 
how exercise can positively 
influence an individual’s mental 
health and lead to a more productive 
happy person.  

Nourishing Your Body 

Staying mentally healthy is one way 
people can resolve to avoid sickness 
in the New Year, but fending off the 
cold and flu are also important 
aspects of staying healthy. One 
important way to keep yourself from 
getting sick is to nourish your body. 

Ashley Sheffer (Cowles), owner of 
Core Goods in Oil City, supports the 
idea of keeping healthy by eating 
fresh and whole food. 

“Incorporating wholesome food in 
your diet can help keep your whole 
body in balance and feel better 
throughout the winter,” she said. 
“Instead of focusing on what not to 
eat, I encourage people to simply try 
to add nourishing items when they 
can—like vegetables, nuts and seeds, 
or whole grains.”  

Simple Habits 

Sometimes, simply adding small 
things to your life each day can make 
a difference. 

“It might sound cliche  but I am a firm 
believer in washing your hands, it 
makes a huge difference in staying 
healthy,” Katie said. 

“Daily habits, such as taking quality 
supplements or incorporating 
essential oils into your routine can 
have a huge impact in the long run,” 
said Calvin Bickel, owner of God’s 
Little Garden and Cranberry 
Wellness Center. 

Despite the impending cold, snow, 
and wind that the winter brings, 
there are affective ways to keep your 
mind and body in shape even in the 
winter. 

Keep those sick days away by 
staying mentally and physically 
healthy through movement that 
supports your lifestyle, and keep the 
cold and flu bugs away by 
nourishing your body, washing your 
hands, and adding simple habits to 
your daily routine. These tips will 
help to keep those sick days to a 
minimum and combat both the 
winter blues and sniffles.   

Winter Wellness: Keeping Your Sickness to a Minimum 
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On September 24, the U.S. Department of Labor 
announced a final rule to make 1.3 million American 
workers newly eligible for overtime pay. 

The final rule updates the earnings thresholds 
necessary to exempt executive, administrative, and 
professional employees from the Fair Labor Standards 
Act’s (FLSA) minimum wage and overtime pay 
requirements, and allows employers to count a portion 
of certain bonuses/commissions towards meeting the 
salary level. The new thresholds account for growth in 
employee earnings since the thresholds were last 
updated in 2004. 

In the final rule, the Department is:  

• Raising the “standard salary level” from the 
currently enforced level of $455 per week to $684 
per week (equivalent to $35,568 per year for a full-
year worker) 

• raising the total annual compensation requirement 
for “highly compensated employees” from the 
currently enforced level of $100,000 per year to 
$107,432 per year 

• allowing employers to use nondiscretionary 
bonuses and incentive payments (including 
commissions) paid at least annually to satisfy up to 
10% of the standard salary level, in recognition of 
evolving pay practices 

• and revising the special salary levels for workers in 
U.S. territories and the motion picture industry. 

The final rule is effective on January 1, 2020. 

Read More: https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime2019/
index.htm 

Final Rule: Overtime Update 

Three Years of Be Here 

In early 2016, Venango 
Chamber President and CEO 
Susan Williams met with a few 
Chamber board members about a 
problem we were facing in 
Venango County–people talking 
negatively about our area.  

Fast forward to January 26, 2017, and the launch of Be Here, 
focused on changing the narrative of our region and attracting 
and retaining people here. 

It’s been a fun and eventful three years since this program 
started and as we head into 2020, we’re excited about the 
impact it has made, and we’re looking forward to seeing what 
this year holds.  

Find more information about Be 
Here’s three year anniversary on the 
Be Here blog: beherevenango.org/
three-years. 

http://www.qualityinn.com/hotels/pa328
https://ilovemix96.com/
https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime2019/index.htm
https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime2019/index.htm
beherevenango.org/three-years.
beherevenango.org/three-years.
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The Venango Chamber would like to thank 
Greg Merkel for recently completing his 
second three-year term on the Chamber’s 
board of directors. Greg is a Venango 
County transplant and attorney at Dale 
Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm in 
Franklin,  and he served as the Chairman of 
the Board from 2017-2018.  

During his time as chair, the Chamber went 
through staff changes, an office move, and 
launched a Leadership program, in addition to the regular 
calendar of events and programs. Greg was also instrumental in 
developing and implementing the Chamber’s current strategic 
plan.   

Thank you, Greg, for your service to the Chamber and your 
community!  

“Proud Member” Decals Will Mail Soon  

Over the years and throughout 
the world, membership in 
chambers of commerce has 
offered business owners 
credibility to consumers looking 
to purchase products and 
services.  

The Venango Area Chamber of 
Commerce has provided its 
members with the seal of 
approval from the early days 
when hand typed, 

mimeographed membership directories were distributed within 
the community to the modern day form of promotion through 
the chamber website and online membership directory. One way 
to let customers know you’re a member of the Venango Area 
Chamber is by displaying a window cling.  

You've seen them all over the region—The Venango Chamber 
proud member window cling, adorning the entry doors on over 
400 businesses and organizations in our community.  

By displaying this cling, you tell customers that you played an 
integral role in the success of the Venango area through your 
membership in the Chamber. 2020 “Proud Member” decals will 
be distributed soon.  

Chamber Thanks Greg Merkel for Board Service  

https://cranberrymall.com/
https://oakwoodheights.srcare.org/
https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/oil-heritage-festival/
https://www.caldwell-signs.com/
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Porch Music Store opened at 409 
13th Street in Franklin in June of 
2016, sharing space with sister 
company, Gibbons Business 
Solutions (GBS). Both grew so 
quickly that GBS soon needed its 
own space. 

In June 2018 the store doubled in 
size, adding studio lesson space at 
411 13th Street, which has enabled 
more significant growth. That 
growth included 100 new students, 
7 more instructors, additional 
instrument instruction, and space in 
the original store for a builder 
corner and lab where visitors can 
make their own fun folk 
instruments. 

The expansion was a collaborative 
effort. Deanna Wolfgong, their first 
instructor, was completing her 

master’s degree in music therapy 
and needed office space to begin her 
practice. She continues to teach 
piano, guitar, ukulele and voice for 
Porch Music Store and now sees her 
dream becoming reality as a music 
therapist with her own private 
practice space within their studios. 

Meanwhile, Ashleigh Bennett 
became the lesson coordinator. She 
facilitated development of an online 
portal linked to their website, 

allowing new student 
sign-up, lesson tracking, 
and communications 
between staff, instructors 
and families. 

She has also been 
instrumental in 
recruiting qualified 
instructors. As a result, 
they now offer 
instruction in piano, 
guitar, bass, voice, 
ukulele, drum, trumpet, 
clarinet, sax, tuba, 
beginner flute and 
beginner harmonica.  

The collective of talented, 
experienced instructors 
inspires creative fun. 
Elizabeth Williams, who 
is also a piano tech, loves 
sharing music theory and 
hosts a “Theory 
Thursday” lesson each 

week on their Facebook page. 
Elizabeth, Ashleigh, and Deanna 
started a Mommy & Me class last 
year and a new class will be starting 
in February. 

Mike Showers and Ryan Advent, 
drum instructors, are working with 
Randy Devlin (trumpet, tuba, bass, 
guitar) to create a new band room. 
That area is slightly larger than the 
current lesson rooms and will allow 
for small groups to jam together.  

The growth of the builder corner 
and lab is also exciting. They’ve had 
fun hosting small groups to learn 
about handmade instruments and 
build their own canjo or cajon. They 
keep kits and tools ready for in-
house builds, or can go on site. This 
year they are planning to introduce 
new fun instruments for makers of 
all ages. 

It has indeed felt like magic. It's the 
magic that results from community. 
Their students, parents, customers, 
instructors and fellow businesses 
have provided support, 
encouragement, and advice. This 
story is a shared story. When we 
discover and enable fun 
collaborations, we can grow 
something in magical ways. Visit the 
Porch Music Store for a tour and 
share the magic. 

Porch Music Store Continues to Grow 

https://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

9 

11 

17 

JANUARY 2020 

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events 

12 

Karma Concert Series 

Every Thurs. | 7 - 9 p.m. |Karma Coffee, Oil City 

AVC Winter Walk 

9 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Woll Nathanson Preserve, Van 

Divine Intervention Fundraiser 

5 - 9 p.m. | Miller Park B&B, Franklin 

Liberty Cabaret: One-Hit Wonders 

Multiple weekends | 7:30 p.m. | Barrow Little Theatre 

Venango Co Photos: Past & Present 
1 - 5 p.m. | National Transit Building, Oil City 

15 

19 

Fly Tying Class 

Every Wed. | 7 - 9 p.m. | National Transit Building, Oil City 

Be Here Contest—Join Our Email List! 

Open Studio at Chicken Coop Studio 306 
6 - 8 p.m. | Crawford Center, Emlenton 

28 

4 New Rhythm Talks 

11 a.m.  - 12 p.m. |Bossa Nova, Franklin 

During the month of January, if you subscribe to the Be Here 
email list, you will get entered to win one of five gift certificates 
to local businesses! We send a weekly calendar of events email 
and a monthly Be Here Update newsletter. 

 
Sign up at beherevenango.org/subscribe 

https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=r%2Ffe19EG%2B%2FK86s39KGfoncKwiiec68bdLZzPj0hf9K%2Fn9FqekQj5oBbnU77Ho0Dd
http://www.usachoice.net/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
beherevenango.org/subscribe
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BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

Matt Caldwell, Chairman 
Trenton Moulin, Vice Chair. 
Jeannie Henry, Treas. 
Hope Lineman, Sec. 
Rebecca Beach 
Ryan Bell 
Doug Eberle 
Jake Hickman 
Cathy Kentzel 
Jim Marshall  
Joyce Luton 
Fred Terwilliger 
Matthew Deal 
 
STAFF   
Susan Williams 
Tessa Byham 
Ashley Sheffer 
 

Caldwell Printing Services 
Bridge Builders Community Foun. 
Rossbacher Insurance  
Clarion University 
Northwest Commission 
Webco Industries 
Agway 
Hickman Lumber  
The Barnard House 
King’s Landscaping 
UPMC Northwest 
Central Electric Cooperative 
Morrison Funeral Home  
 
 
President / CEO 
Executive Assistant 
Program Manager 
 

CHAMBER 
EVENTS 

JANUARY 

 01 New Years Day - Office Closed   

 08 Leadership Venango  

 10 Winter Kick-Off Mixer, Seven Springs Resort, 5 p.m. 

   16  Chamber Executive Board Meeting, 12 p.m. 

   17  Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

 23 Membership 101, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

 

FEBRUARY  

 12 Leadership Venango  

   19    Annual Dinner, Cross Creek, 5 p.m.  

    20 Chamber Board Meeting 

    21 Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

  

 

 

FIND CHAMBER EVENTS AT 

MEMBERS.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/EVENTS 

    

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

24 SENECA STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

https://4ycc.com/
https://www.northwest.bank/
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KATHRYN (KAT) 
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President 

SAXON 
DAUGHERTY 

VP/Secretary 

LAURA ORDAZ 

Membership 

TESSA BYHAM 

Marketing & 
Community 
Partnerships 

ASHLEY SMITH 

Events & 
Fundraising 

RACHEL STILLER 

Events & 
Fundraising 

When FLEX started in 2007, no one 
could have predicted the growth we 
would see. Thirteen years later, we 
have 128 members, and we continue 
to add and improve our programs 
and events. 

Rather than look back at 2019, we 
are excited to look forward to 2020 
and begin creating a vision for what 
the year will look like and make a 
plan to make those things happen. 

“What excites me heading into 2020 
is the blend of seasoned leadership 
and experienced professionals,” said 
Rachel Stiller, outgoing FLEX 
President. “Everyone on leadership 
has had involvement with FLEX and 
are passionate about the mission of 
the organization, which will benefit 
us as we move forward with those 

projects we started in 2019.” 

Rachel also added: “We are all 
equipped to maintain our current 
level of energy as a young 
professional group and I anticipate 
we’ll continue to see FLEX make 
leaps and bounds this year through 
the hard work and dedication of our 
incoming leadership.” 

Kat Thompson, incoming FLEX 
president, added: “Serving as VP this 
past year under Rachel's presidency 
has been an amazing learning 
experience. Seeing up close her 
passion and knowledge has inspired 
me in my involvement with FLEX 
and in my own professional 
development.” 

“As the incoming president, I look 

forward to continuing the trajectory 
of growth and development 
established by 2019 leadership 
under her guidance and with the 
support of the Chamber,” Kat said. “I, 
along with our seasoned chairs, 
am excited to welcome two new 
faces to the leadership team. With 
continued involvement in our 
communities, I hope to see FLEX 
become a household name across 
Venango County, and be an 
accessible and valuable resource for 
young professionals.” 

We invite you to get involved with 
FLEX in a new way this year! 
Whether it’s coming to an event, 
joining one of our committees, or 
volunteering, we hope to see you as 
we continue to grow. 

Looking Forward to a New Year 

Meet the 2020 FLEX Officers 
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Ryan Boshaw recently joined the 
team at Northwest Bank in Oil City as 
Assistant Manager. 

He has lived in a variety of places 
starting in Illinois for about eight 
years, the west coast of Oregon for 
12 years, seven years in 
Pennsylvania, and one year in South 

Carolina, then returned to Pennsylvania where he has 
resided in Franklin for the past two  years.  

Ryan earned his bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration from Slippery Rock University, and his 
master’s in Business Administration in a year through 
an accelerated SRU program.  

Future professional goals for Ryan include moving to 
the corporate side for marketing and merger design 
and implementation. 

A variety of hobbies fill Ryan’s time. He considers 
himself a big gamer and spends time on Xbox and PC 
games when he has the free time.  

Ryan also enjoys working on house projects and is a 
Star Wars and Marvel fan. In Venango County, he likes 
walking the trails and visiting various restaurants in 
the area. He particularly appreciates his drive up 62 
along the Allegheny River because it reminds him of 
Oregon. 

Welcome back to Pennsylvania, Ryan! 

Professional Development Tip of the Month: Networking 
By Rachel Stiller 

As a young professional, it is 
inevitable that at some point you 
will be networking. The difference 
is—will you do it well or poorly? 
Here are a few tips to start 
practicing now so that at you’ll feel 
confident and prepared at your next 
networking event: 

First, take a moment to evaluate 
your body language and facial 
expressions. Your body language 
will be more evident to those 
around you than any words you say. 
Remind yourself to smile during 
conversations; this will help calm 
your nerves and others will see you 

as warm and inviting. By keeping 
your body language open and 
friendly, you will be more 
approachable and it will help you 
build rapport and trust. 

Second, instead of waiting to be 
approached, take control and simply 
walk up to a person or a group, and 
say: "May I join you?" or "What 
brings you to this event?" Don't 
forget to listen intently to their 
replies and remember that the most 
successful networkers are good at 
making other people feel special. 
Look people in the eye, repeat their 
name, listen to what they have to 

say, and suggest topics 
that are easy to discuss. 
Your goal is to be a 
conversationalist, not a 
talker. 

Next, share your 
passions and be specific 
about your goals. Win 
people over with your 
enthusiasm. Leave a 
lasting impression by 
telling a story about why 

you were inspired to do what you 
do. Talking about what you enjoy is 
often contagious, too. When you get 
other people to share their passion, 
it creates a memorable two-way 
conversation. 

Finally, remember to follow up. It's 
often said that networking is where 
the conversation begins, not ends. If 
you've had a great exchange, ask 
your conversation partner the best 
way to stay in touch. Some people 
like email or phone; others prefer 
social networks like LinkedIn. Get in 
touch within a day or so of the event 
to show you're interested and 
available, and reference something 
you discussed, so your contact 
remembers you.    

https://www.facebook.com/KingsLandscapingOC/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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Matthew Slagle is a new FLEX 
member and an Inventory Accountant 
at Borchers Americas, Inc. 

Matt grew up in Petrolia and went to 
Karns City High School, then attended 
Westminster College where he 
studied Accounting and International 
Business.  

One reason Matt studied International Business is 
because of his desire to travel. He hopes to visit all 
seven continents, including Antarctica, and all 50 
states.  He also hopes to qualify and run the Boston 
Marathon. Traveling and running are two hobbies that 
are connected, as he hopes to travel and run 
marathons throughout the states and internationally.  

Matt takes advantage of the many beautiful places to 
run in Venango County, one of his favorites being the 

trails along the Allegheny River. He also enjoys the 
delicious eats here, and often refuels at Leonardo’s or 
Trail’s to Ales after running. 

Matt started at Borchers in this year, and finds 
fulfillment in his new job because of the people he 
works with. 

“I get to work with a great group of hardworking and 
supportive individuals who share the same mindset of 
finding new ways to become efficient and effective as a 
team and organization,” he said. His team and the 
company at large also work to become more effective 
in their team goals and organizational outputs. 

As Matt continues his career in Venango County, he 
also enjoys and explores the wonderful places, people, 
and food the area has to offer. 

YP of the Year Nominations - Coming Soon! 

The FLEX Events & Fundraising Committee will begin 
planning the 2020 FLEX Presents very soon! 

The goal of this event, held each year in April, is to celebrate 
the achievements of local young professionals who 
contribute to our community through civic engagement, 
entrepreneurship, and leadership. 

We will begin accepting nominations shortly. Nominees will 
be recognized at the event in April, and one will be chosen as 
our “Young Professional of the Year.” 

We encourage you to pay careful attention to those “under 
40” that you encounter each day and help us celebrate our 
most valuable assets and the future of our region.  

The Leadership Venango Class of 
2020 wants to hear from you! 

One of the course's group projects has taken 
on the challenge of trying to improve 
communication across our communities in 
Venango County. This is where you come in! 

Below is a link to a very short survey that will 
provide them with valuable feedback that 
will be later presented to community leaders 
at a forum: 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCTBMH7  

Please take just a few minutes and fill this out 
for us. Your opinion really does matter! 

http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WCTBMH7
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Kaitlyn Harbison 

Interested in joining? Email Laura 
at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu. 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and  
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Connect with us: 

Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 

• Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee Meeting: Monday, January 13, 

   5 p.m., Venango Chamber (24 Seneca St, Oil City) 
• Monthly Meeting: Thursday, January 23, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber 

• Dinner & A Show Social: Saturday, January 25, Dinner @ 5 p.m., Show @ 7:30 p.m. 

   (Only 20 spots available; Must RSVP at members.venangochamber.org/events) 

Find more event details at facebook.com/VenangoFLEX 
or members.venangochamber.org/events 

Our third Ugly Holiday Sweater Party was a success! Congratulations to contest winners Zack Sheffer, Ashley 

Smith, Lyndsey King, and Ryan O’Neill, and thanks to everyone who brought donations for our Food Drive. 

https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
members.venangochamber.org/events


You are Cordially Invited to the 

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce  
Annual Awards Dinner  

Honoring:  

2019 Outstanding Citizen - Jamie Hunt 

2019 Business of the Year - Webco Industries  

2019 Partner in Business - Oil City Main Street Program 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

Reception 5:00 p.m. • Dinner/Presentation 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Cross Creek Resort, Route 8, Titusville  

Reservations  

Name & Company _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________ Email ___________________________________________________ 

 

Seating: In an effort to accommodate large groups who wish to be seated together, banquet tables will be numbered and 

seating will be assigned. If you would like to be seated with friends, you must  submit your reservations forms together or 

submit the complete list of names of the people at your table. 

           Circle Meal Choice  

Attendee ______________________________________________________   Prime Rib       Chicken       Pasta  

Attendee ______________________________________________________   Prime Rib       Chicken       Pasta  

Attendee ______________________________________________________   Prime Rib       Chicken       Pasta  

Attendee ______________________________________________________   Prime Rib       Chicken       Pasta  

Dinner reservation Total at $50 each __________  

Return form to the Venango Chamber (24 Seneca Street, Oil 

City, PA 16301), email to tbyham@venangochamber.org or 

call (814) 676-8521.  

See reverse side for sponsorship 

opportunities 



Sponsorship Opportunities 
Presenting Sponsor - $1000 

(One Available) 

The program will be referred to as “(name of Sponsor) Presents the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner Honoring 

Outstanding Citizen” 

Benefits:                   

• Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition on flyers, website and emails  

• Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition in Venango Works Newsletter 

• Logo and Presenting Sponsor recognition on program 

• Verbal recognition during event 

• Logo recognition in media presentation 

• Complimentary reserved table of 8 

• Logo or name on Outstanding Citizens  plaque 

• Photo opportunity with Outstanding Citizen 

 

Dinner Sponsor - $500 
Benefits:  

• Logo and recognition in Venango Works 

• Logo in program 

• Verbal and logo recognition during event 

• Logo recognition in  media presentation 

• 4 Complimentary tickets to the event 

 

Reception Sponsor - $100 

Benefits:  

• Thank You in program 

• Signage at Reception 

• Logo recognition in media presentation 

□ Presenting Sponsorship  -  $1000 includes 8 seats 

□ Dinner Sponsorship  - $500 includes 4 seats  

□ Reception Sponsorship  -  $100   

Name & Company ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________________________ 

Please email Tessa with the names and menu choices of sponsor attendees  

tbyham@venangochamber.org  
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