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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Gelous Nail Spa, LLC
Contact: Summer Meagher
7 Elm Street
Oil City, PA 16301
(814) 201-6686
10gelousnails@gmail.com

Nail salon located in the old OC&T Railroad office
offering traditional natural nail manicures with or
with out color, IBX repair & strengthening
treatments, gel polish and hard gel sculpted
enhancements as well as relaxing, soothing
pedicures. Men welcome! Proud to feature Made in
America products.

Photo by Richard Sayer

December Newsletter Deadline
Every month, we aim to mail the newsletter out by the last working day of that
month. Due to the holiday, the December edition of the VenangoWorks!
newsletter will be mailed on December 2.
We are asking that all stories and inserts be submitted to the Chamber no later
than November 22. To submit your news, send us an email or visit our website
and fill out the form found here: members.venangochamber.org/form/
view/16777

Thank you to our Visionary Members for their ongoing support:
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Why Local Matters
Shop Local has become such a
common catchphrase that it may be
tempting to dismiss the impact a
small purchase can make on the
local economy.
The Multiplier Effect is the
additional economic benefit to an
area from money being spent in the
local economy. On average, 48
percent of each purchase at local,
independent
businesses
was
recirculated locally, compared to
less than 14 percent of purchases
at chain stores (according to
studies
by
private
research
firm Civic Economics).
How does this work in Venango
County? Our cover features two
businesses who not only are
impacted by local spending by those
who purchase from them, but also
redistribute their profits to other
local businesses and to the
community.

Clarks Donuts, locally owned and
operated, may have a sale of a donut,
which costs as little as the change in
your pocket, to the more common
sales of dozens of donuts from
regular customers. They credit their
expansion in recent years to the
opportunity to work with businesses
throughout the region.

broader consumer base, but also
have businesses who routinely order
dozens of our donuts and baked
goods for employee and work
events.”

making a trip out of town or visiting
an online store, consider calling your
chamber or visiting our website at
www.venangochamber.org,
to
explore where you might make your
purchase locally. Chamber members
When we asked Meagan about
and staff are always willing to make
Clark’s reinvestment, she easily
suggestions if you can’t find a
listed off many local businesses and
supplier easily.
Chamber members, who they use for
goods and services. Direct impact is While we all appreciate the
spending done by a business in the convenience of chain and online
local economy to operate the stores and may have purchases that
business,
including
inventory, are only possible at these
utilities, equipment and pay to businesses, it is important to
employees.
remember that the more frequently
we can shift our spending to local,
One of these many businesses that
independent establishments, the
Clark’s
reinvests
with
is
more we contribute to the economic
Northpointe Automotive, the local
future of our community.
car dealership where several of
Clark’s fleet vehicles were purchased You can read more about the
in recent years. Northpointe’s Multiplier Effect at www.amiba.net.
owner, Jim Corwin (pictured on the
cover
with
Meagan)
further
explains: “We invest in our
employees and in charitable
donations, as well as paying taxes,
which inures we have adequate
schools and infrastructure in our
communities.”

An important consideration in
buying and spending local is
knowing where to find the goods
and services you need. Additionally,
most consumers are interested in
Meagan Neidich, title, remarks: “We
spending money with businesses
make daily deliveries to those who
they know and/or trust. Before
resell at locations convenient to a

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
IS NOVEMBER 30
Invest in your community! Shop local.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Toys for Tots Puts Some “Fun” in Fundraising
Fundraising can be a difficult task; whether you are on the side of
asking, or you are dealing with many requests for donations.
Every campaign is important, in supporting an organization,
cause, or often an individual in need, but no business can give to
everyone. So how do you inspire excitement around the
fundraising you are involved in?
Just look to the current Toys for Tots campaign and you can’t
help but smile at the success. Businesses throughout Venango
County have found fun and successful ways to encourage giving.
The Toys for Tots program,
hosted by VFW Post 464,
has distributed collection
boxes
throughout
the
county, including many
Venango Chamber members. Several are participating in the
Franklin Retail Association’s Toy Battle, which challenges
businesses to compete against each other. The response has
been incredible, not only in collecting donations, but also in
showcasing local businesses.
Derek Bailey, owner of 257 Buy Sell Trade, is participating for the
fourth year, donating a dollar for every point the Oil City Oilers
football team made at home games, this year totaling over
$1,000. If interested in becoming involved or if you know of a
family in need who could benefit from this program, contact Lisa
Winger, with the Ladies Auxiliary, at (814) 758-6800 or visit
facebook.com/VenangoCountyToysForTots.

Farmers Bank CEO Appointed to Special Council
William C. Marsh, Farmers National Bank of Emlenton chairman
of the board, president and chief executive officer, was recently
appointed to serve on the American Bankers Association's
Community Bankers Council (CBC) for the 2019-20 year.
The CBC identifies community bank priorities and represents
community banking in the American
Bankers
Association
policy-making
process.
It consists of community bank presidents
and CEOs from across the nation, who
focus on government-relation issues,
banking trends and competitive priorities.
Marsh, a graduate of Clarion University of
Pennsylvania, also sits on the advisory
board of the university's College of
Business Administration.
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Update Your Chamber Contact Info
We are still getting a lot of mail addressed to our old building
(41 Main Street) and, while the post office workers don’t seem
to mind, we want to make sure you have our most up-to-date
information for your records.
Our current address is:
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Seneca Street
P.O. Box 376
Oil City, PA 16301

Oakwood Heights Receives Award
The Lifestyle Engagement
Team at Oakwood Heights
was recently awarded the
Creative
Programming
Award at the Pennsylvania
Activity
Professionals
Association
annual
conference held in Penn
State October 6-9.
Their program "Armchair
Travel" was awarded as one
of the top programs being
offered in long term care
settings. Each month, Oakwood Heights residents "travel" to a
new country over the course of two days. Day one consists of
education about the country and day two includes food native
to that country, prepared by the Lifestyle Engagement staff.
Each resident has a passport where they document their travel
adventures and they receive a stamp for that country.
The program launched in January of 2019 with plans of running
through December 2019. Because of its growing popularity
amongst the residents, the program will be extended
indefinitely, as the residents have many more places they want
to go.
Shown in the picture (left to right) Carrie Karns - Lifestyle
Engagement Director, Angelo Phillips - PAPA president, Rose
Campbell - Lifestyle Engagement Team Leader, and Tami
Burton - Lifestyle Engagement Assistant.
For more information about the program, please contact Carrie
Karns at (814) 676-8686 x117.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

5

Local Leaders - Always Learning
More than four dozen leaders attended the most recent valuable to those attending Live2Lead. Each speaker left
Live2Lead seminar, hosted by the Clarion University us with take-aways, but the consistent message shared
Small Business Development Center.
by all is best summed up by: “Leaders touch a heart
before they ask for a hand.” Each speaker shared the
One might wonder why experienced leaders, including
importance of building relationships.
business owners and presidents, would take time to
travel to Clarion (as several came from surrounding Just a few of our other favorites:
counties) and sit with others to watch presenters on a
“Go first! Show up.” - Chris Hogan
simulcast. Those of us who attended would have a hard
time denying that the day left us inspired and filled with “Have the courage to admit what you don’t know.” ideas, that when implemented, will make us better Rachel Hollis
leaders.
“If you are a pessimist PLEASE don’t lead!” - Marcus
John Maxwell, in speaking of his newest book, spoke Buckingham
candidly about his constant growth and change, “I believe my nest days are ahead of me.” - John Maxwell
admitting that many of the things he wrote in his earlier
books were now very outdated, not even worthy of
revision but better to be completely replaced.
This mindset of openness to new ideas is what is most

Tech Tip: Preparing for the Holidays
Before we know it, Thanksgiving will be here, soon •
followed by Christmas and New Years. This time of year
can be busy and overwhelming, but these tips should
help you prepare your marketing and technology:
•

•

•

Start early & schedule: Things will get chaotic, so
start getting ready now. You can even schedule
social media posts ahead of time.
•
Look at your reports & prepare accordingly: How
much of your products do you sell each week? What
time of day is busiest? Look at your reports so you
know how much extra inventory to stock and when
•
to schedule staff.
Make sure technology is ready: If you plan on
adding new items or holding sales, be sure to add
them to your POS system. Also, don’t forget to
•
update your social media and website with any
special hours, and make sure to train staff on any
changes. This is a great time to update software to
newer versions if needed, too.

Get creative: You could have some of your best
sales days during the holidays! Do your research to
see what people would be interested in buying. Plan
giveaways and sales, add new items and create
special gift boxes or baskets, and consider shipping
products to customers. Don’t forget to tell your
audience online what you’re doing!
Get your staff involved: Don’t only focus on the
customers—happy staff will treat customers well.
Dress up, decorate, or have a party! Also encourage
your staff to share your posts online.
Keep on top of your office work: During the
busyness of holiday prep, it can be easy to forget
about your accounting, billing, and payroll. Make
time each week to take care of this.
Collect data: You will most likely have a lot of
people shopping with you, including many new
faces, so get to know your customers. Ask them
questions in person, like where they come from and
how they head about you, and collect information
online, too, by using your website and social media
insights. Use this data to make decisions later.

We will be discussing this topic further at our Tech Talk
on Friday, November 15, from 8 to 9 a.m. at the Venango
Chamber and we invite you to join us. We wish you the
best of luck during the holidays!
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DolMed
Physician
Services
ABOUT

DolMed Physician Services LLC
provides medical billing, as
well as investigational projects,
such as denied claims.

DolMed Physician Services, LLC

•

Located on the second floor
of City Hall in Oil City

•

Has clients located in
Pennsylvania, New York,
and Nevada, and has
employees working in Oil
City and Florida

•

Rarely speaks to an actual
physician—receives
electronic files on secure
networks

Processing Medical Claims Accurately & Efficiently
When you receive a bill from a
doctor’s office, you may not always
realize it’s coming from a separate
business. At Melissa Dolecki’s
company, DolMed Physician Services
LLC, she provides medical billing, as
well as investigational projects, such
as denied claims.

When asked what her favorite part
of owning a business is, Melissa told
us: “All of it.” She enjoys organizing,
doing payroll, and the feeling of a job
well done.

Although she has staff, Melissa likes
to learn new clients’ software and
processes before handing over the
DolMed is based out of the same client to an employee.
building as City Hall in Oil City, and
Melissa enjoys that her business is in
Melissa began working for the
a “quaint” county in the middle of
company in 2016 as office manager.
Northwest Pennsylvania, but also
She had the opportunity to purchase
appreciates being able to reach
the business in April 2019 and has
anywhere in the country when
become a Certified Professional
necessary.
Biller (CPB).
DolMed rarely speaks to an actual
Since purchasing the company
physician, and receives electronic
earlier this year, Melissa has added
files on secure networks to process
two new clients. Their current
claims accurately and efficiently.
clients are located in Pennsylvania,
New York, and Nevada, and future Although they don’t always speak to
clients could be anywhere in the a physician, DolMed appreciates
their relationships with clients, in
United States.
which Melissa told us: “When a client
DolMed has four employees—three
refers someone else to us, it’s the
in the Oil City office and one based in
greatest compliment.”
Florida.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

Address:
21 Seneca Street, Oil City
(2nd floor of City Hall)
Hours of Business:
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone:
(814) 271-2011
Email:
melissa.d@dolmedps.com
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Commissioner Candidates Share Need for Common Vision
The four candidates for Venango County commissioner
responded to questions prepared by the Chamber’s
Advocacy committee and moderated by Chamber
leaders Trenton Moulin and Frank Hajduk.
Chip Abramovic, Sam Breene, Mike Dulaney, and Bonnie
Summers, seated comfortably on the stage at Rhoades
Auditorium at Clarion University - Venango, each shared
their experience that qualifies them to manage the
responsibility of more than 450 employees and a budget
of $60 million.
Each had similar views of a
commissioner’s role in local economic development,
and doing business in Venango County, including a low
most citing job growth as a priority.
cost of living, a high quality of life (specifically access to
Venango County, like rural communities throughout the attractive outdoor activities), and proximity to larger
country, has experience steady population decline, business centers. All candidates echoed the need for a
along with a rapidly aging community.
When common vision and unity in planning for the future.
questioned about strategies to address this issue, the
Election day is Tuesday, November 5th.
focus shared was on celebrating the benefits of living

Susan Williams Presented With Chamber Executive Designation and Service Award
The Pennsylvania Association of Chamber Professionals
(PACP) awarded the designation of Pennsylvania
Certified Chamber Executive (PaCCE) to Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce President Susan Williams, at the
Awards Ceremony of the 2019 PACP Chamber
Professionals & Leadership Conference held October 17
at the DuBois Country Club.

Susan was also among thirteen chamber of commerce
professionals who were awarded PACP’s distinguished
Service Awards, for her fifteen years of service with the
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce. Each year PACP
recognizes chamber professionals who have served any
five-year increment in chamber management. PACP’s
Service Awards are meant to promote and recognize
outstanding chamber service not only to the
The PaCCE program was established in 2008 to
individual’s community but also to their professional
promote the chamber of commerce field as a profession
association.
and to recognize those individuals who have attained
an established level of achievement within this
profession in the state of Pennsylvania. The PaCCE
designation is to be awarded to those demonstrating a
combination of chamber experience, service to PACP,
professional achievements, and continuing education.
Susan was the sixth chamber executive to earn the
PaCCE designation.
The designation is meant to encourage chamber boards
of directors to recognize and value the expertise and
skill possessed by a chamber professional and to
encourage chamber executives and senior management
staff to continually enhance and expand their skills
through the pursuit of professional development
related to the areas of chamber leadership and
management.
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Leadership Venango Holds First Session: Business & Economic Development
The 2020 class of Leadership
Venango reconnected for their first
session at Komatsu’s engineering
office in Franklin to learn and
discuss local business and economic
development.
Komatsu’s Alan McBride opened the
day with a presentation on the
organization’s
approach
to
leadership training, breaking down
those who lead a function, those
who lead leaders, those who lead
others and personal leadership.
McBride also introduced how to
create an accountability culture and
incorporating progress tools, such
as the Individual Development Plan
(IDP) that can help employees
improve their performance and
meet long- and short-term goals.
The class then heard from Frank
Hajduk, the Branch Manager of
SCORE’s Venango office, regarding
economic
development
and
strategic
planning.
Hajduk

provided an overview of America’s development projects in the county.
mixed economy, referencing the
Lewis also highlighted eAcademy,
influences from capitalist and
which launched earlier this year.
socialist dynamics.
The program is an extension of the
Hajduk used the analogy of the successful eAcademy program at
cycle of water to describe how the Linden Pointe that fosters and
flow of money and products encourages an entrepreneurial
impacts the local economy. This mindset. The Venango County
also stressed the importance of version specifically targets high
spending money locally and the Be school seniors.
Here initiative.
The remainder of the day for the
Wrapping up the morning was a leadership class was spent touring
panel of 2019 Leadership Venango several businesses in the area
graduates, including Randy Arnold, including Komatsu’s chain plant,
Lauren Lupinacci and Ashley Smith, Webco and Klapec Trucking.
who answered questions from the
Each organization provided an
Class of 2020 and provided insight
overview of what they do and gave
on their experience in the program.
the group a behind-the-scenes look
Emily Lewis, Executive Director of at how they operate.
the Venango County Economic
The next session will focus on
Authority, opened the second half of
maximizing clean communications.
the day with a discussion on some
To learn more about the program,
of the most pressing economic
visit leadershipvenango.org.

Chamber Seeking Citizen of the Year Nominations
The Chamber is accepting nominations for our Outstanding Citizen Award. The nominating
committee is looking for Venango County citizens who demonstrate a well-rounded and deeprooted commitment to family and community. Find more details on the nomination form, which
can be found at members.venangochamber.org/form/view/17896.
The Citizen of the year will be honored at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner on February 19, 2020, at
Cross Creek Resort. The deadline for nominations is November 15.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Jake Hickman
Jake Hickman is serving in his fourth year as a Venango to work and the luxury of being very close to family.
Chamber Board Member. Jake is a Production Manager
Jake has been active as a member of the Golf Committee
for Emlenton-based Hickman Lumber, founded by his
during his tenure and especially enjoys attending
great-grandfather, where he has worked for 11 years.
events where he can bring the family along.
Jake and his wife Kendall are the parents of two sons,
Reflecting on his time on the Board of the Chamber,
Eli (3) and Henry (18 months). Kendall is a Title 1
Jake says: “It has been great to gain a better
Reading Specialist with the Keystone School District.
understanding of what goes on behind the scenes. I
Jake enjoys the quiet lifestyle that living in Venango have watched the continued diversity of the board and
County affords but appreciates the proximity to the membership, as well as the development of the current
things to do in Pittsburgh and even Baltimore—a short staff. I am encouraged that we have the right people
day’s trip. Living in Emlenton means a short commute working to advance the work of the Chamber.”

Sent to Flourish

Local Pastor Contributes to Book
Charlie Cotherman, pastor of Oil City
Vineyard Church, served as co-editor
of the recently released book Sent to
Flourish: A Guide to Planting and
Multiplying Churches. The book,
published by InterVarsity Press, a
prominent Christian Press, is a
unique guide to lead current and
prospective church planters as they
seek to cultivate healthy and
growing church communities.

Charlie, recognized as the Chamber’s
Young Professional of the Year in
2018, speaks of the value of
belonging to the Chamber’s network:
“The Chamber connects you to
people who want to be connected
across different spheres; the
connection symbolically shows an
investment in the community.”
When starting to plant Oil City
Vineyard
in
2016,
Charlie
immediately got involved in the
Chamber and the community.
Church planting, as he described, is
more than just starting a church, it’s
creating a “mini movement,” and is
an “entrepreneurial approach” to
church growing.

teacher. He is excited to share that
his own book, titled To Think
Christianly, is expected to be
released this spring. Learn more
about
Sent
to
Flourish
at
Charlie
describes
the
three ivpress.com/sent-to-flourish
and
dimensions of his calling as keep an eye out for information on
husband/father, pastor, and scholar/ his next book.
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Chamber Education Committee Update
Local businesses continue to express
finding employees is one of their
biggest barriers. Population decline,
skills deficits, and failed drug tests
are often listed as reasons enough
prospective employees are lacking,
but you may be surprised to learn
that lack of knowledge about
available jobs may be the largest
contributor to the shortage of
qualified applicants.
There are those who are simply
unaware of the number of open
positions, that span from entry level
to high skills trades and professional
careers. Then there are those who
assume that they are not a good
match for the available jobs, because
of a mismatch in the skills possessed
and the advertised job description/
requirements.
Unfortunately, it has become
common to hear that many people
do not have a familiarity with our
local businesses, what they do, and
what job opportunities they have
available. There appears to be many
opportunities to bridge gaps
between communities.
Long gone are the days when multi
generations of family members

business leaders addressing teacher
and student groups. Chamber
President Susan Williams has been
assisting in making introductions
between educators and businesses.

worked for the same businesses,
passing along information about a
business’s products, services, and
culture of the company, typically
accompanied by a special kind of
pride.
Most recently, 10th grade students
from Oil City High School visited
several local businesses including
Klapec Trucking, Webco, Millcraft,
Pepro, and USA Choice. Oil City High
School
Principal
Scott
Stahl
remarks: “These tours were very
valuable for students, but just as
impactful to the teachers who had
the chance to chaperone the tours.”
To include all high school teachers
and 12th grade students, Scott has
planned
for
presentations
throughout the school year, with

Local school districts Valley Grove,
Cranberry, and Titusville invite
business representatives to assist
them in providing seniors with
realistic mock interviews, after
thorough preparation in preparing a
resume, application, and cover
letter. Several Chamber members
and staff have or will participate as
volunteers and report that the
students are remarkably prepared
for a job search.
Businesses who are interested in
participating in career readiness
programs can contact the Chamber
to be identified for future
presentations
and
volunteer
opportunities.
Additionally,
businesses
can
continue to submit their information
to be included in the Job Shadow
Resource Guide and to have Job
Posters created for use by the
schools,
by
visiting
venangochamber.org/educationcommittee-2019.

Follow the Chamber Online & Submit Your News
We launched a new website last year and have been actively
sharing our member’s news online. Each month, we share articles
from the newsletter to our blog, and the blog posts are then
shared to our Facebook page.
We ask for news by the 25th of each month, but will take it as
soon as you would like to share it! Submit your news at
members.venangochamber.org/form/view/16777 and find our
blog at:

venangochamber.org/blog
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Sign Up for our Calendar of Events Email

Travel With the Chamber

The Chamber used to send out a weekly email with
upcoming events in Venango County, and we’re excited
to bring it back!

Travel with the Venango
Area
Chamber
of
Commerce on a once-in-alifetime opportunity to
explore the mysteries of
China. The Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce is
partnering with Citslinc
International Inc. to provide a nine-day, all-inclusive
and fully escorted tour of Beijing, Suzhou, Shanghai,
and Hangzhou.

Our community calendar is now located on the Be
Here website and any community member can access
and share events.
To sign up to receive event emails and stay on top of
what’s going on in our region, visit:

beherevenango.org/subscribe

Join us for an informational meeting to learn more
about the trip and learn the answers to any questions
you might have:

Wednesday, November 13
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
at the Venango Chamber
24 Seneca Street
Oil City, PA

Deanna Wolfgong’s family lived all
over the world and settled down in
Venango County when she was in
sixth grade.
She has always loved music and
turned that passion into a music
therapy business, and also works as a
teacher’s aide and music instructor.

She enjoys visiting local businesses,
using the recreational trails, and volunteering her time within the
community.
You can read Deanna’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Plan Your 2020 Mixer Now
In the past year, we have featured three articles about the art of
the Business After Hours Mixer. We know how quick calendars
can fill up, so we invite you to start planning for 2020 right now.
Are you interested in hosting a Business After Hours Mixer in
2020? Several businesses have already reserved a date for the
coming year. Contact the Chamber
as soon as possible to secure a
date.
Not sure if hosting a mixer is right
for your business? Contact us to
learn more about the benefits of
hosting an event and learn about
the many options to ensure your
event meets your goals for
spotlighting your business.

Local Musician Featured in National Magazine
Aaron Bolinger of High Above 80 recently had an article
published in Projection Lights & Staging News Magazine (PLSN).
PLSN is a free monthly magazine for the entertainment
technology industry.
Bolinger, in addition to being a musician, is an amateur weather
watcher and ambassador for the Weather-Ready Nation (WRN)
initiative of the National Weather Service.
Bolinger’s article, titled “When Thunder Roars, Get Indoors,” is a
list of tips for making sure your group is weather-ready. He talks,
among other things, about the risks of storms and lightning and
how to be prepared for anything.
Find the full article at plsn.com/articles/safety-factor/whenthunder-roars-get-indoors/.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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“We All Count in Venango County!”
Preparations for the 2020 Census are Underway

The momentum is strong as
Venango prepares residents for the
2020 Census. Conducted by the U.S.
Census
Bureau,
the
federal
government’s largest statistical
agency dedicated to providing
current facts and figures about
America’s people, places, and
economy,
census
datashapes
communities nationwide.
Why We Do It

The results of the census determine
your congressional representation
and federal funding for states and
communities. Every year, more than
$675 billion goes toward hospitals,
fire departments, schools, roads, and
more. A complete and accurate
count is critical, as the results of the
2020 Census will also affect funding
allocations for programs and
services that we all enjoy, including
parks, libraries, social services, and
many other vital resources. Census
data helps businesses determine if
they should stay and grow, relocate
here, or leave. An accurate
population count impacts all of us.

The U.S. Constitution requires that
each decade we take a count— or a
census—of the U.S. population. The
country has counted its population
every 10 years since 1790. Federal
law protects the confidentiality of all
When You Can Take the Census
individual responses the Census
Bureau collects.
Around March 12, 2020, households
will receive an invitation in
the mail to participate in
the 2020 Census. The
Census Bureau encourages
households to respond
early online or by phone,
where the Census is
available in 12 languages.
Should a household not
reply within a few weeks, a
paper form will be sent via
mail. Following the paper
form, if a household has
not yet responded, a
Census Taker will visit the
address
to
collect
responses.

Local Jobs
The Census Bureau is looking to hire
hundreds of jobs locally. The parttime, flexible positions pay up to
$17.50 per hour, depending on the
position and the county in which the
applicant resides. The goal is to hire
local people for local jobs.
Not only are these jobs ideal for
seasonal workers, students, retirees,
and temporary workers looking for
their next gig, but they are critical to
the 2020 Census. Information about
local Census hiring events can be
found at beherevenango.org/events.
Whether completing your census or
working for the census, your
participation will help to ensure
federal funding flows right back here
to Venango and stays in our
community.
Learn more: visit 2020census.gov
and 2020census.gov/jobs and follow
the US Census Bureau on Facebook
and Twitter.

Lee James’ Annual Shredder Event a Success
At Lee James’ Annual Shredder Event on
October 19, over 100 people took advantage of
the shredding services and many stayed to
watch their papers being shredded.
Each person received important information
on how they can safeguard their identity.
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NOVEMBER 2019

COMMUNITY EVENTS
4

8

45th Annual Santa’s Workshop

23

YMCA Turkey Trot 5K

9

Christian Life Academy Dinner

23

Light-Up Night

Franklin Wine Walk

30

Small Business Saturday

22

Nov 8 - 9 | Cross Creek Resort, Titusville

6 - 8:30 p.m. | Oil City Days Inn

5 - 9 p.m. | Downtown Franklin

9 - 11 a.m. | Samuel Justus Trailhead

Downtown Franklin

Support local businesses!

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events
Pathway to Manufacturing Free Training Event
Clarion University - Venango, Intermediate Unit 5, and PA
CareerLink are collaborating on a new class that will provide
potential employees the opportunity to improve their skills in
applied math and workplace readiness, in an effort to prepare
them for training and employment in manufacturing trades. The
classes will be offered at no cost.
An Open House event will be held on November 12 at Venango
Campus’ Frame Hall (Room 116) from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Students with or without a high school diploma are encouraged
to participate.
For more information, contact IU5 Adult Education at 1-800461-6711 or at www.iu5.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors

Chamber Events Calendar
NOVEMBER

Matt Caldwell, Chairman
Jeannie Henry, Vice Chair.
Trenton Moulin, Treas.
Hope Lineman, Sec.
Rebecca Beach
Ryan Bell
Doug Eberle
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Greg Merkel
Joyce Luton
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
Matthew Deal
STAFF
Susan Williams
Tessa Byham
Ashley Sheffer
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Caldwell Printing Services
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Clarion University
Northwest Commission
Webco Industries
Agway
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
King’s Landscaping
Komatsu
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law
UPMC Northwest
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel
Morrison Funeral Home

06
07
13
15
20
21
28
29

ZingTRAIN, Wanango Country Club, 7:30 a.m.
Foxburg Mixer, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Leadership Venango
Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
FLEX Monthly Meeting, Venango Chamber, 5:30 p.m.
Chamber Executive Board Meeting, 12 p.m.
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed
Office Closed

DECEMBER
04
05
11
19
20
24
25

Cross Creek Holiday Mixer, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
FLEX Holiday Party
Leadership Venango
Chamber Board Meeting, 8 a.m.
Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
Christmas Eve - Office Closed
Christmas Day - Office Closed

President / CEO
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org
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Gaining Skills & Experience Through FLEX Involvement
Network
with
other
young
professionals, have fun, make
friends,
volunteer
in
the
community—all benefits of getting
involved with FLEX. Did you know
you also have the opportunity to
gain leadership and professional
skills by becoming more engaged
with the group?
By participating in a committee, you
can help plan our events and
speaker series, promote the group,
attract and retain members, assist in
coordinating volunteer efforts, and
much more. Not only do you help
FLEX grow and have something new
to add to your resume, but you also
gain skills and experience that will
allow you to grow as a professional.

and learn to network effectively,”
said Kat Thompson, current FLEX
Vice
President/Secretary
and
incoming President. “I can now use
these skills at my workplace,
benefiting both myself and my
employer.”
At our Annual Meeting on October
25, we elected next year’s officers,
as well as chairs for our three
committees (see below). All
attendees at the Annual Meeting got
involved in brainstorming future
activities for FLEX. Each person
wrote ideas for events, volunteer
activities, and speaker series topics
on a note card, and the note cards
were then passed around for other
attendees to rate.

carrying out some of these ideas in
2020. Whether you’re interested in
serving on a committee, sharing an
idea, or learning more about how
you can get involved, we want to
connect
with
you!
Email
flex@venangochamber.org
or
contact any of the new officers
below to get in touch.

See more photos from the Annual
“Since becoming involved in FLEX, We’re looking forward to looking
Meeting on the back page of this
I’ve had opportunities to lead a through all the note cards at our
newsletter.
meeting, plan and organize events, upcoming committee meetings and

Welcome 2020 FLEX Officers!
President – Kat Thompson (klt425@gmail.com)
VP/Secretary – Saxon Daugherty (sdaugherty@cdcenters.org)
Events Committee Co-Chair – Ashley Smith (ashley.smith1346@yahoo.com)
Events Committee Co-Chair – Rachel Stiller (r.l.stiller15@gmail.com)
Membership Committee Chair – Laura Ordaz (ljoyordaz@gmail.com)
Marketing Committee Chair – Tessa Byham (tbyham@venangochamber.org)

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Ivy Kuberry has returned to
our area and we’re looking
forward to getting to know
her and having her involved!

Some of Ivy’s achievements she’s most proud of are
completing a conservation-focused study abroad trip in
South Africa and Botswana, presenting a college
research project at the Society of Toxicology annual
meeting, and creating new and exciting environmental
Originally from Pleasantville,
and recreational programming at Oil Creek State Park.
Ivy left for college and
One of her main goals is to get more people out to enjoy
worked in state parks
all the park has to offer.
throughout the state. “My
goal was to eventually come It’s to no surprise that some of Ivy’s favorite activities
back to Venango County and to do in her free time include hiking, camping,
work at Oil Creek State Park,” swimming, and biking. She also likes reading and
she told us. So when a spending time with family and friends, and can often be
position opened up at the park recently, she jumped at found at local businesses and events, including Trails to
the opportunity and got the job!
Ales, Karma Coffee, Applefest, Movies at Cranberry, and
Oil Heritage Festival. Ivy is getting married to her
Ivy is now an Environmental Education Specialist
fiance Eric next fall and looks forward to starting a
through the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
family soon.
and Natural Resources (DCNR) and works in Oil Creek,
a beautiful state park right in our backyard.
“Venango County is breathtakingly beautiful and has a
great amount of history. There is always more to see,
She earned her bachelor’s degree in Environmental
do, and learn,” she told us. “The people of Venango
Science from Edinboro University and has a number of
County have always had a special place in my heart.
other certifications. She is certified as an Interpretive
People truly care about each other here, and it creates a
Guide from the National Association for Interpretation
feeling unlike what I have experienced anywhere else.
Leave, No Trace Trainer, Kayaking Instructor from the
Getting to work here is truly a blessing.”
American Canoe Association Red Cross, lifeguard, and
more. These allow her to offer fun and safe outdoor We’re so glad you’re here, Ivy!
recreation programming.

Why 30 is Not the New 20
This month’s recommended TED Talk is by Meg Jay, a clinical
psychologist. When she first began her career as a psychotherapist, she
encountered a 20-something client who consistently made selfsabotaging decisions and used the excuse that things would get serious
when she was 30, and her 20’s were for experimentation.
Jay then realized that,
though many people
settle down a little
later than people used
to, it doesn’t mean your 20’s are all fun and games. Jay says
“claiming your 20s is one of the simplest, yet most
transformative, things you can do for work, for love, for your
happiness, maybe even for the world.”
One of Jay’s tips for success in your 20’s is to forget about
having an identity crisis and instead, get some identity capital.
She says “do something that adds value to who you are.”
Find the rest of Jay’s advice in the full talk, here: bit.ly/Jay3020

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Emily Lewis is Executive Director
of the Venango County Economic
Development Authority, the lead
economic
development
organization in the county
created in early 2018. The
Authority’s goal is to remove
barriers to growth for businesses
and create an inviting place
where people want to live.

Professionally, one of Emily’s achievements includes
heading the Cornplanter Square Building project in Oil
City, which she describes as a “great building with good
bones that means a lot to the community,” and she’s
excited to play a part in bringing it back to life. She is
also proud of the launch of eAcademy, a new program
providing education and training on entrepreneurship
to high school seniors, and being awarded a grant she
wrote to create a sidewalk to connect Franklin and
Sugarcreek.

Helping our area succeed is a passion of Emily’s,
especially since she is a Venango County native who
grew up in Jackson Township (just outside
Cooperstown) and attended Rocky Grove High School.

A personal achievement of Emily’s includes climbing Mt
Washburn during a recent visit to Yellowstone National
Park in Wyoming. Emily and her husband Josh live in
Franklin with their dog Bo, and enjoy hiking, especially
at Two Mile Run County Park and spending time with
After high school, Emily studied at Slippery Rocky
family. Emily is also a huge fan of house plants and
University where she earned a bachelor’s degree in
enjoys decorating, such as repurposing old furniture.
Environmental Studies with minors in Business
Administration and Geographic Information Systems There are many reasons Emily is glad to live and work
(GIS).
in Venango County. “The people are probably my
favorite part,” she said. “I love the feeling of walking
During college, Emily worked as a GIS intern and then a
down the street and seeing everyone smiling at each
Planning intern at the County of Venango, which led to
other, and I feel like people are willing to try new
a full-time job with the Planning Commission upon
things and take risks.”
graduation. Emily has always worked in Venango
County, but lived in Cranberry Township near Emily looks forward to continuing to grow the
Pittsburgh for a brief time.
organization and seeing how she can be useful to the
community. Thanks for all your hard work, Emily!

FLEX Member Highlight: Ashley Sheffer
Congratulations to FLEX member Ashley Sheffer, owner of
Core Goods in Oil City. Core Goods was awarded a $5,000 grant
through the Get on the Trail Business Plan Contest, sponsored
by the Oil Region Alliance.
Core Goods is a store that sells bulk foods, produce, grab and
go items and more.
Ashley wrote a concept paper
and business plan, and
presented her ideas to a panel
of judges before being awarded
the grand prize in the contest.
Ashley’s
plans
include
expanding the number of bulk
bins in the store, as well as
installing a filtered water
station and adding a supply of
reusable containers, all to offer
more for trail users.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

What a great time on October 25 at our 2019 Annual Meeting! We had about 50 young professionals out for
a fun evening to celebrate the past year and look forward to next year. Photos by Sydney Herdle.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

• Events & Fundraising Meeting: Wednesday, November 13, 5:30 p.m., Location TBD
• Bowling Social: Friday, November 15, 6 - 8 p.m., Seneca Lanes, $8 per person
• Speaker Series - Career Development: Tuesday, November 19, 5:30 p.m., FICDA
• FLEX Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, November 20, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber

Adam Brozeski
Ivy Kuberry
Caeman Lee
Ryan O'Neill
Valerie Perry
Matthew Slagle

Find more event details at facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
or members.venangochamber.org/events

Interested in joining? Email Laura
at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu.

Connect with us:

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Cross Creek Resort
cordially invites you to our...

Annual Holiday Mixer
Wednesday December 4th, 2019
5 PM—7 PM
Cross Creek Resort
3815 State Route 8
Titusville, PA
Please RSVP by November 29 to Tessa
at tbyham@venangochamber.org or by
calling (814) 676-8521.

This is a joint mixer with the Franklin, Meadville, and Titusville Chambers of Commerce.

Join Venango Area Chamber of Commerce for an adventure to…

Oct. 19 - 27, 2020

CHINA $2,299

Trip Depart at Washington Dulles for Only

with registration by 1/31/20

Beijing ● Shanghai ● Suzhou ● Hangzhou

Your Trip
Includes:

● Roundtrip international airfare & Chinese domestic airfare & Tax
● 4-and 5-star hotel accommodations ● 3 meals each day ● Deluxe bus tours
● Fluent English-speaking tour guides ● Entrance fees for attractions

Day 1 – IAD/Beijing
Free shuttle bus service starts from chamber. Check in at IAD (Dulles)
International Airport for an afternoon flight to China.
Day 2 - Beijing
Arrive in Beijing, the Capital of China by midnight. You will be met at the
airport by your tour guide and transferred to the hotel.
Day 3 - Beijing
Visit the Tian An Men Square, the largest square in the world,
and the Temple of Heaven, built in 1420 A.D., where the emperors
prayed to the heavens for a good harvest.
Sightseeing today will continue with a tour of the Palace Museum, also
known as the Forbidden City, home of 24 emperors with a total space of
9,999 rooms, and the Summer Palace, featuring the Long Corridor with
painted gallery, Kunming Lake and Longevity Hill, Seventeen Arch Bridge
and the Marble Boat.
Day 4 - Beijing
Tour bus excursion to the Great Wall, the 4,000 mile long and 2,000 year
old construction is said to be the only man-made structure visible by the
naked eye from the moon. Visit the Ming Tombs. One of the 13 Ming
Emperors' Tombs is fully excavated and open for exploration.

Price reflects Double occupancy
Add $500 for single occupancy
Add $200 to see Terra-Cotta Warriors at Xi’an
All tour attractions on itinerary included
Valid passport and visa required
Free business conference for passenger who requires
Post Departure Travel insurance included
Free shuttle bus on departure day and return day

Day 5 - Beijing/Shanghai/Suzhou
Fly to Shanghai, followed by a bus trip to Suzhou for the Lingering
Garden, Tiger Hill, Hanshan Temple and the National Embroidery
Institute to see silk embroidery, a local craft with thousands of years of
history. Dinner this evening will include a show featuring traditional
Chinese music.
Day 6 - Suzhou/Hangzhou
Morning tour bus excursion to Hangzhou for a visit to the Economic
Development Zone and the centuries-old Lingyin Temple, featuring a
64.3 foot high camphor-wood carving of Buddha.
Day 7 - Hangzhou/Shanghai
Morning boat cruise on West Lake with relaxing stopover at jewel-like
pagodas and tea houses. Afternoon tour bus trip to Shanghai.
Day 8 - Shanghai
Visit the Yu Garden, a maze of marvelous pavilions, ponds, rocky works
and overarching trees. Also visit the Bund, Shanghai’s famous waterfront
park. Tour the Pudong Economic Development Zone.
Day 9 - Shanghai/Beijing/IAD
Morning flight to Beijing. The afternoon flight will depart by 1:00pm for
from Beijing to IAD where you will arrive at 2:35am on the same day.
Shuttle bus to Chamber.

An orientation meeting will be held
Wednesday, Nov 13, 2019, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
At the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Seneca St.
Oil City, PA 16301
Please call Susan Williams for details
Phone: 814-676-8521

Plan now to join Venango Area Chamber group for this once in a lifetime China adventure. Call Susan at Chamber for details
814-676-8521, please send registration to email swilliams@venangochamber.org
Website www.venangochamber.org
Tour Operator: Citslinc International, Inc. 1-844-262-1100, Email citslinc@yahoo.com Website www.citslinc.org

TRAVEL WITH THE CHAMBER

Travel with the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce on a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
explore the mysteries of China. The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce is partnering with
Citslinc International Inc. to provide a nine-day, all-inclusive and fully escorted tour of Beijing,
Suzhou, Shanghai, and Hangzhou.

Want to learn more?
An orientation meeting will be held
Wednesday, November 13, 2019
from 5:30-7:00 p.m.
at the Venango Area Chamber
24 Seneca Street • Oil City, PA 16301

Contact Susan Williams to reserve a seat:
Phone: (814) 676-8521
Email: swilliams@venangochamber.org
The orientation is free, light refreshments will be served.

