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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business. 

 
 
 
 

 Welcome New Members 

Emmaus Haven is a temporary homeless shelter for 

men and women in Venango County that encourages 

the homeless to rebuild their lives personally and 

spiritually in a warm and safe setting. Presently there 

is a 6 bed unit in Franklin and a recently purchased 

second location in Oil City.  

Emmaus Haven of Venango 
County 
Contact: David Betz   
580 Colbert Avenue 
Oil City, PA 16301 
(814) 428-5282 
emmausboard@msmvenango.org 
www.renewedlivingvc.org 

Tri-City Monument was founded in 1950 by John J. 

Kush, Sr. and was passed on to the third generation, 

Joshua Kush in 2013. Tri-City Monument is one of the 

few monument businesses that do everything on site, 

from designs, to hand cut stencil, and sandblasting. 

They believe creating a monument is a work of art, 

and requires skilled craftsmanship.  

Tri-City Monument Co. 
Contact: Josh Kush  
1526 Riverside Drive 
Oil City, PA 16301 
(814) 676-6357 
rockydstonemaker@hotmail.com 
www.tricitymonuments.com 

LIFE-NWPA is committed to enhancing the ability of 

older Pennsylvanians to live safely in their 

communities as long as possible. They do this by 

coordinating comprehensive healthcare and 

supportive services for their participants as a unique 

alternative to nursing homes.  

LIFE Northwest PA 
Contact: Marci Campbell  
100 State Street 
Erie, PA 16502 
(814) 456-5433 
info@lifenwpa.org 
www.LIFENWPA.org 

Thank you to our Visionary Members for your ongoing support:  

The 18th Annual Cranberry Festival is Saturday, September 21  
See page 8 for more details  
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In a perfect world every educator 

would be aware of what is 

happening in the business world 

and vice versa. The relationship 

between the educational and 

workforce communities has faced 

many challenges and changes over 

the years. Limited time and 

resources are two factors which 

have had the greatest impact on this 

relationship. Fortunately, we are 

seeing the leaders of these two 

communities take notice and 

implement programs to businesses 

and educators together. 

In July, Joe Reinsel, a curriculum 

specialist from the Riverview 

Intermediate IU#6 coordinated a 

two day “Career Cruise”, with 

assistance from Venango Chamber 

President Susan Williams. 

Educators from local districts, 

including Oil City, Titusville, East 

Clarion, Cranberry, and Valley 

Grove, were invited to visit Webco’s 

Oil City and Reno locations, 

Komatsu, Liberty Electronics, 

Oakwood Heights, and UPMC 

Northwest. We were not only 

welcomed but treated to an 

experience which will most certainly 

have lasting benefits. 

 The itinerary at each site was 

similar. We were greeted by 

company representatives, taken on 

informational tours, and given the 

opportunity to speak with 

employees about their educational 

backgrounds. Conversation included 

business advice for future 

graduates. We saw things we did not 

know existed in Venango County.  

We experimented with a new virtual 

reality software being developed by 

Komatsu computer scientists for 

miner safety, witnessed engineers at 

Liberty Electronics building devices 

for our military helicopters to 

deflect missiles, and watched the 

innovative production process of 

tubing at Oil City’s Webco plant.  At 

both health care facilities we were 

amazed by the services and level of 

care available to patients. Did you 

know that UPMC Northwest’s stroke 

program was named an Advanced 

Primary Stroke Center by The Joint 

Commission, and is the region’s only 

facility to earn that designation? 

My takeaway from this valuable 

experience is that we have no lack of 

quality job opportunities in Venango 

County. As for preparing our 

students for those positions, we 

need to place a greater emphasis on 

soft skills. Every company offered 

their support and services to assist 

us in this effort. I can now 

confidently support the Chamber’s 

“Be Here” initiative and encourage 

students to consider a career in 

Venango County. I am extremely 

grateful to everyone who made this 

experience possible and look 

forward to a productive future with 

my new partners in education. 

Teachers “Cruise” to Local Businesses 

Written by Heather Motter, English Teacher at Cranberry High School 

The Teacher in the Workplace (TIW) 
program provides the opportunity to 
connect the classroom to the 
workplace for K-12 educators in 
Pennsylvania. 

Through the TIW program, teachers, 
counselors, and administrators are 
provided experiences interacting 
directly with industry and business 
leaders to learn about industry 
trends, needs and opportunities to 
enhance their classroom instruction, 
student learning and career 
readiness. 

If your business is interested in 
being included in future tours and 
programs, please contact the 
Chamber. 
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Kirtland Foundation Awards Scholarships 

The Kirtland Cancer Foundation continues their mission of 
assisting those who have been affected by cancer.  They have 
awarded 8 college scholarships of $1,000 to local students for 
the 2019/2020 school year.  The qualifying student must be a 
cancer patient, a cancer survivor, or have an immediate family 
member with cancer. 

Serving on the Scholarship Committee for the board were Dr. 
Gene Rexford, Mrs. Priscilla Rexford, and Mrs. Diane Miller. 

The Kirtland Cancer Foundation, established by the late Dr. 
Howard Kirtland in 2005, continues to serve the needs of 
Venango County residents with cancer 
who are currently undergoing 
treatment. Assistance is for, but not 
limited to, things as food, utilities rent/
mortgage payments, and 
transportation. Cancer patients may call 
(814) 437-1305 to inquire about 
available assistance or mail a request to 
Kirtland Cancer Foundation PO Box 
108, Franklin PA 16323. 

October Open House at God’s Little Garden 
& Cranberry Wellness Center 
 

More and more people are becoming 
interested in natural health, and many don’t 
realize we have a wealth of natural health 
resources right here in our local area. 

To increase awareness of its offerings, God’s 
Little Garden and Cranberry Wellness Center 
in the Cranberry Mall will have an Open 

House on Wednesday, October 2, from 12 to 4 p.m.  Attendees 
will learn about services offered such as massage therapy, 
supplement scans, and foot detox baths. They will also provide 
information about Neural Reset Therapy or NRT, a new offering 
at the business, as well as their full range of high quality, 
professional grade CBD oil products. 

As part of the afternoon, you will have the opportunity to taste 
and learn the differences of whole foods versus heavily 
processed food.  You can also 
participate in live, hands-on 
demonstrations as well as 
drawings, activities and giveaways 
to learn how to enhance your 
health and overall well-being.   

http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.glenviewapoth.com/
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Successful Senior Expo 

More than 50 vendors and 170 people participated in the 7th 
Annual Senior Expo in August. Vendors were on hand to visit 
with seniors and provide much needed information and help, 
including free blood pressure checks. 

State Representative R. Lee James would like to thank all the 
vendors and participants for making the event a huge success.  

Especially for Teens Event 

Youth Alternatives, Adagio Health, and UPMC Northwest have 
teamed up to bring an “Especially for Teens (and their Families)” 
event to the community on Wednesday, September 18,  from 4 to 
7 p.m. at the Cranberry Mall.   

Adagio Health hosted a teen night along with Youth Alternatives’ 
Health Resource Center this past March with some success.  “We 
wanted to expand the teen night to make it available to more 
participants in a larger venue,” according to Kathy Smerkar, 
Adagio Health Office Manager.  

The agencies planned the event to be similar to the successful, 
long standing “Especially for Women” model that UPMC 
Northwest and Adagio Health use for their annual health and 
wellness event each October as part of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

Pre-registration is not required but highly encouraged to allow 
for an accurate food count.  To register, please call Adagio Health 
at (814) 676-1811. 

“There is so much information in our community that is 
important for our teens and their families to know. We are 
bringing all of that 
together in one place to 
help them navigate the 
sometimes confusing 
world of being a teen,” 
says Corinne Carbaugh, 
Health Resource Center 
Coordinator at Youth 
Alternatives. 

See insert in this 
newsletter for more 

information 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
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The inaugural year of Leadership Venango was one of 

great success, with thirteen participants graduating in 

May. Feedback from the first-year participants 

confirmed that several of the sessions were quite 

literally life-changing, as presenters shared their 

expertise on visioning, mindfulness, and leading in 

business, home, and community.  Even those most 

familiar with Venango County discovered a new 

perspective on education, healthcare, and business in 

our region. 

The incoming class currently has twelve upcoming 

leaders enrolled representing Webco, UPMC Northwest, 

Klapec Trucking Company, PA CareerLink, Komatsu, 

Oakwood Heights, Child Development Centers, Clarion 

Small Business Development Center, Morrison Funeral 

Home and the Oil Region Library Association. 

We will feature the members of the Class of 2020 in 

more detail next month. Learn more about the program 

at our website www.leadershipvenango.org, where you 

can read about our first class and their experiences, 

details of each session, and cost. Scholarships are still 

available. 

Applications are available online for printing. While the 

application suggests registration is past due, we will 

continue to consider applications until September 9, 

taking up to 20 participants. 

Leadership Venango Welcomes Class of 2020 

Zingerman’s Workshop Coming to Venango County  

In 2010, I was watching the MSNBC show Your Small 

Business and was immediately captivated by a segment 

on the Zingerman’s Community of Businesses and their 

unique model for growing locally. In the years since, I 

have visited their website dozens of times, watched 

YouTube videos of presentations by their owners and 

finally visited the original Zingerman’s Delicatessen in 

2016.  Anyone who has spent much time with me has 

likely heard me gush over the incredible model that 

Zingerman’s is and the many resources I have gathered 

from them regarding best business practices.   

Zingerman’s was founded in March 1982 and today is a 

community of ten unique businesses, with almost 700 

employees and over 55 million dollars in annual 

revenue. Named the “Coolest Small Company in 

America" by Inc. Magazine, Zingerman’s has been 

lauded for their impeccable customer service. With the 

founding of ZingTrain in 1994, they began to formally 

share their approach to business through 2-day 

seminars, 4-hour workshops and books and training 

DVDs. I traveled to Ann Arbor in the fall of 2017 for a 

two-day workshop on visioning, an experience that has 

aided me professionally and personally in approaching 

the future with intention. 

I am thrilled to share that the Be Here initiative is 

bringing Zingtrain to Venango County on November 6, 

an opportunity that will benefit the first 50 to submit 

registration with payment.  The full day workshop on 

Creating a Vision of Greatness & the Art of Giving Great 

Service will be relevant to anyone who is interested in 

doing their work in the way that thousands of 

progressive organizations have learned from 

Zingerman’s.  This full day workshop will be held at 

Wanango Country Club and will include lunch.  

Registration is $25 for Venango Chamber members and 

$35 for future members.  Reserve your seat now at 

bit.ly/ZingVenango.  

Written by Susan Williams, Chamber President  

http://www.leadershipvenango.org
https://members.venangochamber.org/events/details/zingtrain-workshop-1298
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What do you do when you receive rude comments on 
your social media page? How do you react when a video 
negatively portraying your business or an employee 
goes viral? These were issues discussed at the Tech Talk 
at the Chamber in August. 

Many businesses, especially small businesses, don’t see 
the need to create a social media policy or crisis plan, 
but having an idea of what you will do in a negative 
situation can be extremely helpful.  

We recommend trying to prevent a crisis before it 
begins by responding as soon as possible, even if it 
doesn’t seem necessary. A small complaint from a 

customer can turn into a viral thread if they feel you are 
not listening to them. 

If a crisis does occur, we recommend the following: 

• Create messaging: Brainstorm a few well-written 
sentences that you will use in all responses. 

• Respond positively: Don’t try to fight fire with fire—
it only makes things worse. Respond in a positive 
way to make sure customers feel their concerns are 
validated. 

• Assign responsibilities: It’s best to have one 
spokesperson for the company who knows the 
messaging. This way, all responses are consistent. 

• Talk with your staff and stakeholders: Make sure 
everyone involved with the business is informed. 
Ask them to know the  messaging, respond kindly, 
and refer people to your main spokesperson. 

A crisis is never fun, but having a plan for handling the 
situation can make it much easier. We invite you to 
attend our next Tech Talk on Friday, September 20, at 
the Venango Chamber at 8 a.m., where our topic will be 
“Content Creation.” 

Tech Tip: Online Crisis Management 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) announced 
The Matric Group is now eligible for HuBZone 
opportunities and will be on the list of qualified 
HuBZone small business concerns found on the SBA’s 
website.   

HUB stands for Historically Underutilized Business and 
is an opportunity for small businesses to compete in a 
large-scale market. The government limits competition 
for certain contracts to businesses in historically 
underutilized business zones and also gives preferential 
consideration to those businesses in full and open 
competition. Matric can now seek government contracts 
on a level playing field with national and international 
companies. 

To be considered, the company had to meet the 
following qualifications: 

1.) The “principal office” must be within a Historically 
Underutilized Business Zone. 

2.) The business must be at least 51% owned and 

operated by a U.S. citizen, Community Development 
Corporation, agricultural cooperative, or Indian tribe 

3.) 35% of its employees must reside within the 
HuBZone region.  

Established in Western PA in 1971, the Matric Group 
now employees over 300 people and is a quality-
focused electronics manufacturer. For more information 

about The Matric Group and its services go to 
www.matric.com. 

The Matric Group Receives HuBZone Certification Approval 

http://www.matric.com
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Thank you to our sponsors! 

Saturday, September 21  

Morrison Park, Seneca  

Join us in Morrison Park for the 18th Annual Cranberry Festival! 

Our festival brings to the community a variety of events including: a car & motorcycle 
cruise-in, food vendors, arts & crafts,  clowns, cranberry bake-off, and a festival favorite - 

the Backwoods Olympics. Our committee is pleased to offer children's games and 
activities at no cost to the children. 

venangochamber.org/cranberry-festival-2019/ 

Samuel & Edith 
Justus Charitable 

Trust  

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 

Patron Sponsors 

Clarion County Community Bank  

Clarion University - Venango  

Community Ambulance Service  

Electralloy  

Farmers National Bank  

First United National Bank  

Fryburg Sportsman’s Club  

Froggy * Majic * WUZZ 

Hile-Best Funeral Home, Inc. 

Griffin Phillis Ford Motors 

Klapec Auto Body  

Oil City Moose Club  

PNC Bank  

Rossbacher Insurance Group/Urban 

Seneca 

Schiffer’s Custom Cabinetry  

Seneca Medical Center of Butler 

Health System 

Barr’s Insurance  

Deets Mechanical  

Galaxy Federal Credit Union  

Gary Jackson Insurance Agency  

H & R Block 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites  

Hope Pediatrics  

Nicole’s Bridal Boutique  

Northpointe Automotive 

Oil City Vineyard Church 

O’Polka & Company, A Division of 

McGill, Power, Bell & Associates  

Pin Oak Village 

Snyder Electric 

World of Wheels  

Cranberry Mall  
 
 

Edward Jones Investments - 
Seneca  

 

Northwest Bank  

https://venangochamber.org/cranberry-festival-2019/
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Save the date! The 2020 Annual Dinner will be on Wednesday, February 19, at Cross Creek Resort. At this event, 
we honor the Outstanding Citizen, Volunteer, Business, and Partner in Business of the Year.  

Creating a culture of excellence begins with identifying those in the 
community who continually go above and beyond what’s expected 
of them and then sharing these accomplishment to inspire others. 
We embraces the opportunity to celebrate and recognize 
businesses, organizations and individuals, doing outstanding things. 
The entirety of these small tasks promote a positive environment 
for all to thrive.  

We are now accepting nominations for the Outstanding Citizen of 
the Year. Find the form on our website by visiting 
venangochamber.org/recognizing-excellence or stop in our office to 
pick one up. 

Annual Dinner & Citizen of the Year Nominations 

https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/recognizing-excellence/
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ABOUT 

Michael Dill’s State Farm Insurance 
Agency offers full service auto, 

home, life, and health insurance. 

• Michael Dill has been in the 
insurance business for almost 
25 years and started at his 
brother’s agency while in 
college 

• His state farm office has a team 
of three who are “the ones who 
do all the work,” and they have 
plans to expand 

• Michael has owned his business 
for six years, and moved to 
their current location on 
Liberty Street four years ago 

 
 
Address:  
1252 Liberty Street, Franklin 
  
Hours of Business: 
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Monday - Friday  
 
Website:  
insurewithmichaeldill.com 
  
Email: 
michael.dill.k0wo@statefarm.com 

  
Phone: 
(814) 437-1100 
  
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
insurewithmichaeldill 

Since 1995, Michael Dill has worked 
in the insurance business. He started 
at his brother's State Farm agency 
for 2 1/2 years while finishing his 
bachelor's degree, then went into 
State Farm Claims. 

For 20 years, Michael was an 
independent adjuster, until he 
moved to Franklin in 2013 and took 
over for a retiring agent. Two years 
later, his business moved to their 
current location on Liberty Street, 
which he said was “the best move we 
ever made.”  

At his office, they offer full service 
auto, home, life, and health 
insurance. He has a team of three, 
including Amanda, Alexa, and 
Dakota, in which he told us “I get to 
come into my office every single day 
and work with people I truly care 
about.” 

The staff work hard each day and 
Michael describes the interactions 
with policy holders “incredible.” 
They are fortunate to have signficant 
growth over the past six years, and 
have plans to expand the business 
with new team members again soon. 

Michael has appreciated the people 
and stories of Venango County. 
“There is a lot of rich history and 
tradition throughout the county,” he 
said. “I appreciate he Oil Heritage,  
including the heavy industry that 
was in the area, and just as 
important, the beautiful landscape of 
the county.” In his free time, he 
enjoys hiking the trails, especially in 
the winter, when the snow makes 
everything even more beautiful.  

In the community, Michael and his 
business have been involved with 
various organizations and events. 
They have teamed up with 
nonprofits like the Venango County 
Humane Society, through the 
“Quotes for GoodTM” program,  held 
food drives, and much more. Michael 
is also a member of the Franklin 
Rotary Club and the Allegheny Valley 
Trails Association (AVTA). 

“Making a difference in the lives of 
my team members, policyholders, 
and the community is my favorite 
part of owning my business,” he told 
us. “If I am doing the right thing, they 
all benefit much more than I do.”  

Michael Dill - State Farm Insurance  
A Dill-ightful Experience! 

http://www.insurewithmichaeldill.com
https://www.facebook.com/insurewithmichaeldill/
https://www.facebook.com/insurewithmichaeldill/
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Peaces for You, located at 1047 Allegheny 
Avenue in Oil City, is pleased to announce 
Julia Allman, owner of Honest Aromas, is 
now offering Aromatherapy Consultations 
and Life Coaching. 

Julia obtained her aromatherapy 
certification through Aromatic Wisdom 
Institute in Selinsgrove, Pa, and received 
her Life Coaching Certificate through the 
American Association of Christian 
Counselors. She has operated her business 
for four years doing aromatherapy consultations, 
presentations, and classes, and writing for her blog. 

Aromatherapy uses essential oils, which is highly 
concentrated distilled oil from plant material. They are 
combined with a carrier oil to apply on the skin or 
diffused with water to smell or used in an inhaler. These 
formulations are intended to support the immune 
system and offer relief from specific health issues such 

as stress, allergies, headaches, muscle 
aches, insomnia and lack of energy. A 
consultation from a certified 
aromatherapist is the best way to find out 
what oils will work for you.  

As a Life Coach, Julia helps set measurable 
goals, learn new skills to help reach those 
goals, and  head in the direction you want 
to go. Sometimes we can feel “stuck” in 
certain life situations and Julia will help 
with various techniques to get you moving 

forward. Julia is energetic and inspirational and has 
already helped many.  

To set up an appointment for either of these great 
services please call Julia at (814) 673-2797. A Life 
Coaching or aromatherapy session with Julia is about an 
hour and both cost $55. You can also follow her on 
Facebook at Honest Aromas, visit juliaallman.com, or 
stop into Peaces For You where her products are sold. 

Peaces For You Offers New Services 

Pennsylvania officials have announced plans to close 

Polk Center over the next three years. 

The Department of Human Services said that public 

meetings will be held next month to gather comment on 

the plans to close. Polk Center currently serves 194 

residents and employs over 700 people. 

State Senator Scott Hutchinson and Representative R. 

Lee James have both expressed their concern over the 

announcement and are committed to reverse this plan. 

Venango County Commissioner Albert “Chip” 

Abramovic suggests that this fight is still in the early 

stages, but much has already been done in terms of 

elevating the discussion.   

Locally, a rally is being held outside the Venango County 

Courthouse, on Monday, September 2 at 10:30 a.m. A 

public hearing is scheduled at Atlantic Avenue United 

Brethren Church in Franklin on September 9 from 5 to 8 

p.m. 

Local citizens and business representatives are being 

asked to submit comments and concerns to Senator 

Hutchinson’s office at 229 Elm Street, Suite A, Oil City or 

by completing an online form at bit.ly/PolkCenter. 

Representative Lee James is circulating a petition for 

those opposed to the closing, which can be found online 

at www.repjames.com/Form/PPSC. 

Local Leaders Challenge Polk Center Closure  

https://members.venangochamber.org/form/view/17909
http://www.repjames.com/Form/PPSC
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More Be Here billboards are posted in 
the community! Our very own Tessa 
Byham is featured on the billboard 
located on Route 8, traveling from 
Rouseville to Oil City. In the photo 
with her are her husband, Jon, and 
daughter, Charlotte. 

Tessa and Jon are both Oil City natives and discussed leaving the 
area, but decided to stay to be close to family. Since making that 
decision, they’ve realized there is so much going on here. They 
have jobs they love, volunteer in the community, and enjoy local 
activities and amenities. 

You can read the Byham family’s full story on our Be Here 
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people who 
live and work in the Venango Area. And be sure to keep an eye 
out for more billboards in our region! 

We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your 
story” button at the bottom of the page. 

The Venango Chamber will host a Candidate’s Forum on 

Tuesday, October 29 at Clarion University Venango, 

beginning at 5:30 pm.   

Hosted by the Chamber’s Advocacy Committee, the 

evening is intended to showcase the four candidates for 

Venango County Commissioner and inform voters on 

their experience, motivations, and priorities.  Chamber 

representatives will moderate a discussion on business 

relevant issues.   

Candidates include Albert “Chip” Abramovic, Samuel 

Breene, Mike Dulaney and Bonnie Summers. 

This forum, previously planned for September, is FREE 

and open to the public. It will be livestreamed by 

Lightning Strikes Media and recorded for future 

viewing.   

The fall election will be held Tuesday, November 5. 

Venango County Commissioner Candidates Forum Next Month  

http://www.ilovemix96.com/
http://www.fscas.org/
https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
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Core Goods Celebrates One Year 

Core Goods, owned by Chamber 
employee Ashley Cowles and Marie 
and Shaun Alcorn, is celebrating one 
year of business at the end of  
September! The business opened on 
Saturday, September 29, 2018, and 
invites the community to come in the 
last weekend of this month for 
specials, raffles, samples, and more. 

The store is a small market on Seneca Street in Oil City with bulk 
food bins, local produce, fresh bread, chocolate bites, grab and go 
meals, kombucha on tap, and much more. The business focuses on 
their values of local, sustainable, quality, and nourishing. 

Learn more about Core Goods at core-goods.com and stop in to 
celebrate with them on September 28 and 29! Their weekend 
hours are: Saturday 10 to 7 & Sunday 12 to 3. 

Bridging Generations 

Community Services of Venango County’s Older Adult Centers 
partnered with Youth Alternatives to bridge the generations and 
celebrate community recently. 

Members from the Scrubgrass Center, Cranberry Place, and 
satellite centers joined YA youth for some summer picnic fun. In 
July, they visited Morrison Park for games and food and, in 
August, they all joined at Two Mile Run County Park for a picnic 
with swimming, games, prizes, exercise class and TONS of fun! 

Learn more about the Community Services Older Adult Centers at 
csvenango.com and see more photos on the Community Services 
of Venango County Facebook page at facebook.com/csvenango. 

http://www.presbyhomes.com/
http://www.smbybell.com_/
https://cranberrymall.com/
http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
http://www.core-goods.com/
https://csvenango.com/
https://www.facebook.com/csvenango/
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Congratulations! 
We had the opportunity to participate in two ribbon cuttings last month! On August 8, we celebrated with Advance 
Auto Parts as they officially opened their store at 406 East 2nd Street in Oil City. The business has a wide variety of 
auto parts and a team of experienced staff members. They are open Monday-Saturday 7:30 to 9 and Sunday 9 to 7. 

We also joined the staff of the Venango County Economic Development Authority and many community members 
at the launch of the eAcademy on August 14. This collaboration with the Authority and Clarion University - 
Venango offers an opportunity for high school seniors to receive entrepreneurship education and training. Learn 
more by visiting co.venango.pa.us/672/learn. 

This past April, nine Chamber 
professionals traveled together 
to China, a trip to explore 
whether our Chamber might 
want to host a community trip 
in the future.  Venango Chamber 
President Susan Williams was 
accompanied by Christa Lundy 
and Tracy Becker, Executive 
Directors of Meadville and 
Clarion Area Chambers.  The three chambers are now offering a 
joint trip in October of 2020.   

Susan shares “I didn’t have an interest in international travel but 
found it appealing to join two friends on an adventure.  Citslinc 
has been working with chambers from across the country for 
over 30 years and has built an excellent reputation for offering 
an affordable, safe and educational trip.  This is an experience I 
would love to share with Chamber and community members.” 

Citslinc will be holding informational sessions at each of the 
three Chambers in November.  The 9-day trip, priced at $2499, 
will be offered at a discount of $2299 for all early reservations.  
Airfare to China, lodging, meals and tours are all included in this 
price.  The trip is open to any community members. 

More details can be found on the insert in this month’s 
newsletter. 

Travel to China with the Chamber! 

https://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
co.venango.pa.us/672/learn
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
6 

4 

7 
 

21 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events 

20 

Oil Valley Film Festival 
September 6-8 | National Transit Building, Oil City 

Oil City Uncorked - Fall Wine Walk 
4:30 - 8:30 p.m. | Oil City’s Northside 

First Step Seminar 
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. | Clarion University SBDC 

Cranberry Festival 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. | Morrison Park, Seneca 

Be Here Quarterly 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. | Klapec Trucking Company, Reno 

20 

25 
 

Darla Weckerly Concert 
7 - 9:30 p.m. | Venango Museum, Oil City 

After Hours Mixer at the Barrow-Civic Theatre 

The Franklin Civic Operetta Association celebrated 60 years in 
August! We had an enjoyable evening at the Barrow-Civic 
Theatre's Business After Hours Mixer on August 8. The theatre 
has many exciting events and shows coming up, including The 
Music Man, opening on September 27.  

http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=bmOmVgzfj75Lp0tgd0bncqklvXfl7qp1p1NWplOQwuekaj45KkGKnr4wyODtl%2FR9
http://usachoice.net/
http://www.baylessfuel.com/
https://beherevenango.org/events/
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SEPTEMBER 
 

   02 Labor Day - Office Closed  
  12-13 Leadership Venango Retreat 
   16 FLEX Monthly Meeting, Venango Chamber, 5:30 p.m. 
   19 Chamber Executive Board Meeting, 12 p.m. 
   20 Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 
   21 Cranberry Festival, Morrison Park, Seneca, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
   25 Be Here Quarterly, Klapec Trucking, Reno, 5:30 p.m. 
   27 FLEX Coffee Chat, Karma Coffee, 7:30 a.m. 

 
October 
   

   09 Leadership Venango  
   14 Columbus Day - Office Closed  
  16-18 Pennsylvania Assoc. of Chamber Professionals  
    Leadership Conference  
   24 Chamber Board Meeting, 8 a.m. 
   25 FLEX Annual Meeting 
   29 Candidates Forum, Clarion Univ. Venango, 5:30 p.m. 

Chamber Events Calendar 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT  
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Rossbacher Insurance Agency 

Bridge Builders Community Foun. 

Clarion University 

Northwest Commission 

Webco Industries 

Agway 

Hickman Lumber  

The Barnard House 

King’s Landscaping 

Komatsu 

Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law  

UPMC Northwest 

Central Electric Cooperative 

Williams Travel 

Morrison Funeral Home  

 

 
 

President / CEO 

Executive Assistant 

Program Manager 

 

Board of Directors 

VENANGOPLAYS.ORG
http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
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Marissa: FLEX gave me the opportunity to 
create a social circle and flourish in Venango 
County, and when I decided I wanted to thrive 
elsewhere, it helped me, too. My employers at 
the job I landed were impressed with the 
marketing and leadership skills I learned 
through FLEX and asked that I utilize those 
talents at work. 

Deb: Joining FLEX has introduced me to new 
people, different activities and events, and places 
I may not have explored. The members are 
extremely inviting and helpful. A recent FLEX 
event gave me the opportunity to speak with 
other professionals and led me to my first job 
interview since moving here! It's a great way to 
get your name out there and open new doors. 

Ashley: Since my participation in FLEX as a 
college intern at the Chamber, I have seen the 
group grow tremendously as I have also grown 
in my career. The personal connections and 
leadership experience I’ve gained have shaped 
me into the professional I am today. 

Laura: FLEX has broadened my knowledge of 
Venango County and the opportunities in the 
area. We’ve hiked Two Mile, attended shows at 
the Barrow, and participated in a guided 
informational tour of Franklin. Through personal 
connections made at socials, I have been able to 
get involved with organizations and give back to 
my community through volunteering. 

Kat: One of my top goals in joining FLEX was to 

get more involved in my community. Through 

volunteer, social, and professional development 

events, I have achieved that goal. Being a part of 

leadership has also helped me expand my skill 

set in planning and organizing events and 

networking. Plus, I've made a lot of new friends 

and it's really fun!  

How Has FLEX Shaped You?  

FLEX is devoted to providing a setting where young people can build relationships and develop 
themselves professionally. Here are some testimonials from FLEX members who truly believe in the 
FLEX mission and have seen the effects in their own lives.  
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Deborah Thompson recently 
moved to the area with her 
family and is excited to find a 
career and get more involved 
here. She is from New 
Hampshire and loves where she 
grew up, but has always been 
drawn to Pennsylvania, as her 
parents grew up in Hydetown 
and Oil City. 

Deb attended Edinboro 
University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Sport and Recreation Administration and graduated 
summa cum laude. She has also completed courses 
through the Life Office Management Association 
(LOMA). 

For her career, Deb most recently worked as a Claims 
Associate for Loyal Christian Benefit Association 
(LCBA), a life insurance company. She is currently 
looking for a job in our area and would like something 

with structure and a predictable work schedule. She is 
open to many different career paths but hopes to use 
her strengths in communication, interpersonal skills, 
and leadership, and she has also been described as 
friendly, dedicated, and a versatile worker. 

With her husband Eric (who was featured in our June 
FYI), Deb is raising two children—Carter (7) and 
Peyton (4). She also spends time exercising, 
participating in sports and lawn games, playing board 
games, and listening to music. In our area, some of her 
favorite amenities include the trails along the 
Allegheny River, Wanango, Clarks Donuts, and Hasson 
Pool. 

“In the next 5 to 10 years, I hope to be in a place that 
my family and I can vacation yearly, the kids are in 
sports and whatever activity they desire and I have a 
stable career which I enjoy,” Deb told us. 

We look forward to getting to know Deb more and to 
help her become connected in our region! 

Annual Meeting Save the Date  

Mark your calendars on October 

25 for the FLEX Annual Meeting. 

We will hold the meeting at 

Karma Coffee Company in Oil 

City. We will hold a business 

meeting, elect officers and then 

enjoy the evening with 

networking and great food!  

TED Talk Recommendation: Every Student Needs a Champion 

As the school year begins, we recommend a TED Talk by Rita Pierson, who 
suggests the importance in building relations with students. She shares candidly 
that some students and classes are very difficult, but that with encouragement 
and support, even the most academically challenged can improve and know 
success. 

Following the example of her mother, she shares that, “Kids don’t learn from 
people they don’t like” and so she has spent her career finding ways to connect 
to students. She also passes on advise from Stephen Covey, to throw in a few 
simple things, like seeking first to understand, as opposed to being understood. 
Simple things, like apologizing. Rita asks “How powerful would our world be if we 
had kids who were not afraid to take risks, who were not afraid to think, and who had 
a champion?” Find the full talk here: bit.ly/TED-Rita 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion?language=en
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Although he lives just outside 
Venango County in Grove City, 
Randy Arnold works here and 
has become involved in our 
community. 

At Pioneer Energy Products 
(PEPRO), located on Colbert 
Avenue in Oil City, Randy is 
employed as Senior Mechanical 
Engineer. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Mechanical 

Engineering from Grove City College and is a Licensed 
Professional Engineer. 

Randy grew up in Bradford County, but stayed in 
Western Pennsylvania after accepting a job at Joy 
Mining right out of college. He has had the opportunity 
to travel the world, in which he spent a semester in 
France and traveled nationally and internationally 
since college, including Australia, India, China, England, 
Zambia, Canada, and all around the continental U.S. 

Randy is a graduate of the 2019 graduating class of 
Leadership Venango, where he spent nine months 
learning about our region and gaining leadership skills. 
Looking towards the future, he told us he would like to 
“see the products built in Western PA thrive by 
creating value in places all over the United States.” He 
appreciates the business opportunities in Venango 
County, which have provided his source of income for 
over 10 years and he believes our area is “primed very 
well for business.” 

In any free time he has, Randy focuses on family—his 
wife, Joy, and two children, Hailey and Blake. He enjoys 
camping and going to local fairs with them, and 
occasional dates with Joy. 

“I have always found great people to work with in 
Venango County,” he told us. “You can count on people 
to be down to earth, wholesome, and hard working.” 

Thanks for your commitment to our region, Randy!  

Interested in Serving on FLEX’s Leadership Team? 

We’ll be electing new FLEX Officers at our Annual meeting in October. With three committees to serve on or 
chair—Events & Fundraising, Membership, and Marketing & Community Partnerships—as well as Vice President 
and President positions, you have the opportunity to find what best fits your interests and skills, while gaining 
invaluable experience.  

Ask a current member of the Leadership team or email flex@venangochamber.org for more information.  

Join Our LinkedIn Group  

LinkedIn is 
basically a social 
network for 
professionals. 
Whether you are 
looking for a job, 
a new client, or 
just to expand 
your network, 
LinkedIn can be a 
great tool.  

FLEX now has a LinkedIn group where we can connect with 
young professionals and share FLEX content. To be a part of the 
group, just search “FLEX - Future Leaders and Entrepreneurs 
Exchange” and then request to join.  

https://www.servicemasterclean.com/locations/pa/strattanville/servicemaster-by-bell-3725
http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Randy Arnold 

Jesse Rieman 

Nicole Shreve 

Elise Switzer 

Interested in joining? Email Laura 
at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu. 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW 

FLEX MEMBERS 

OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and  
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Connect with us: 

Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 

• FLEX Campfire Social: Saturday, September 14, 6 p.m., 2031 Warren Road, Oil City 

• Monthly Meeting: Monday, September 16, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber  

• Marketing Committee Meeting: Monday, September 16, 6:30 p.m., Venango Chamber 

• Events Committee Meeting:  TBD 

• Membership Committee Meeting: TBD 

• FLEX Coffee Chat: Friday, September 27, 7:30 - 9:00 a.m., Karma Coffee, Oil City  

What a fun evening at the first ever FLEX Chamber After Hours Mixer on August 22! It included 
great networking, food, activities, raffle prizes, and a photo booth. We appreciate the opportunity 

to network with one another and invite community members to get to know some of the many 
young professionals who live and work in Venango County. 

https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Day 1 – IAD/Beijing 
Free shuttle bus service starts from chamber. Check in at IAD (Dulles) 
International Airport for an afternoon flight to China. 
Day 2 - Beijing 
Arrive in Beijing, the Capital of China by midnight. You will be met at the 
airport by your tour guide and transferred to the hotel. 
Day 3 - Beijing 
Visit the Tian An Men Square, the largest square in the world,  
and the Temple of Heaven, built in 1420 A.D., where the emperors 
prayed to the heavens for a good harvest.  
Sightseeing today will continue with a tour of the Palace Museum, also 
known as the Forbidden City, home of 24 emperors with a total space of 
9,999 rooms, and the Summer Palace, featuring the Long Corridor with 
painted gallery, Kunming Lake and Longevity Hill, Seventeen Arch Bridge 
and the Marble Boat. 
Day 4 - Beijing 
Tour bus excursion to the Great Wall, the 4,000 mile long and 2,000 year 
old construction is said to be the only man-made structure visible by the 
naked eye from the moon. Visit the Ming Tombs.  One of the 13 Ming 
Emperors' Tombs is fully excavated and open for exploration.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Day 5 - Beijing/Shanghai/Suzhou 
Fly to Shanghai, followed by a bus trip to Suzhou for the Lingering 
Garden, Tiger Hill, Hanshan Temple and the National Embroidery 
Institute to see silk embroidery, a local craft with thousands of years of 
history. Dinner this evening will include a show featuring traditional 
Chinese music. 
Day 6 - Suzhou/Hangzhou 
Morning tour bus excursion to Hangzhou for a visit to the Economic 
Development Zone and the centuries-old Lingyin Temple, featuring a 
64.3 foot high camphor-wood carving of Buddha. 
Day 7 - Hangzhou/Shanghai 
Morning boat cruise on West Lake with relaxing stopover at jewel-like 
pagodas and tea houses.  Afternoon tour bus trip to Shanghai.  
Day 8 - Shanghai 
Visit the Yu Garden, a maze of marvelous pavilions, ponds, rocky works 
and overarching trees. Also visit the Bund, Shanghai’s famous waterfront 
park. Tour the Pudong Economic Development Zone. 
Day 9 - Shanghai/Beijing/IAD 
Morning flight to Beijing. The afternoon flight will depart by 1:00pm for 
from Beijing to IAD where you will arrive at 2:35am on the same day. 
Shuttle bus to Chamber. 

Join Venango Area Chamber of Commerce for an adventure to…  

CHINA 
Oct. 19 - 27, 2020 

 

Trip Depart at Washington Dulles for Only 

$2,299 with registration by 1/31/20 

Beijing  ●   Shanghai   ●   Suzhou  ●   Hangzhou 

       

      ● Roundtrip international airfare & Chinese domestic airfare & Tax  

      ●  4-and 5-star hotel accommodations  ● 3 meals each day ● Deluxe bus tours   

      ●  Fluent English-speaking tour guides  ●  Entrance fees for attractions 

Price reflects Double occupancy  
Add $500 for single occupancy 
Add $200 to see Terra-Cotta Warriors at Xi’an      
All tour attractions on itinerary included 
Valid passport and visa required 
Free business conference for passenger who requires 
Post Departure Travel insurance included 
Free shuttle bus on departure day and return day 

 

Plan now to join Venango Area Chamber group for this once in a lifetime China adventure. Call Susan at Chamber for details  
814-676-8521, please send registration to email swilliams@venangochamber.org     Website www.venangochamber.org     

Tour Operator: Citslinc International, Inc. 1-844-262-1100, Email citslinc@yahoo.com Website www.citslinc.org  
 

 

Your Trip 
Includes: 

An orientation meeting will be held  
Wednesday, Nov 13, 2019, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

At the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 
24 Seneca St. 

Oil City, PA 16301 

Please call Susan Williams for details  
Phone: 814-676-8521 

mailto:swilliams@venangochamber.org
http://www.venangochamber.org/
mailto:citslinc@yahoo.com
http://www.citslinc.org/


























Rediscovering and Claiming 
the Feminine Soul  

With Edwina, we will explore how women 
have a significant role to play in bringing 
balance and healing to our world of violence 
and suffering.  Through scripture and 
contemporary stories, we will look at the 
role of Women in Scripture as well as the 
call to transformation in the Christian 
Tradition. We will be encouraged to believe 
in our call to become Mystics, Saints 
and Prophets.

Call to Personal and Global 
Transformation 

Edwina will share her faith journey from 
Africa to the bars and brothels of Chicago 
where she worked with drug addicts, 
prostitutes and the homeless, eventually 
starting a program for women in recovery. 
We will be stretched and challenged as we 
explore our call to respond to present needs 
locally and globally which compels us to 
make a greater difference in our world than 
we think we can.

E DW I NA 
G AT E L E Y 

IS A POET, ARTIST, WRITER, INTERNATIONAL SPEAKER.  
SHE IS A SINGLE MOM WHO INSPIRES.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
October 18 & 19, 2019    9:30 am- 3:30 pm

Registration for one or both days is accepted now.

TWO DAYS with EDWINA GATELEY –
Poet, Mystic, Prophet, Advocate

D AY  1

 A Call to Personal and Global 
Transformation

Friday, October 18, 2019 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM
Rhoades Auditorium - 

Clarion University – Venango Campus
1801 West 1st St., Oil City

Lunch included $15
 CEU hrs. and ACT 48 hrs. available

D AY  2

“Rediscovering and Claiming 
the Feminine Soul”

Sat. Oct. 19, 2019 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM
1st Presbyterian Church, Community Room,

215 E. Bissel Ave. Oil City
Lunch included $15

“Edwina helps us realize how with just small steps and 
perseverance we can make a difference in the world.” 

(program participant)

Register early! Call: (814) 676 6591 Ext. 1269 or Email: 
chuber@clarion.edu Deadline: October 14th. 

Doors open by 9:00 AM both days.
Co-sponsored by Catholic Rural Ministry-Oil City.VENANGO CAMPUS



TWO DAYS WITH EDWINA GATELEY      
(FRI.) OCTOBER 18 and (SAT.) OCTOBER 19, 2019 

 

SPONSORED BY CATHOLIC RURAL MINISTRY and CLARION UNIVERSITY –VENANGO CAMPUS 

 

REGISTER EARLY!    Deadline: October 14, 2019 

Participant’s Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone number ______________________________ Cell ______________________________ 

 Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day or Days attending:    

Day 1 (Friday)  ______  ($15.00)    Day 2 (Saturday) ______ ($15.00)    Both days_____ ($30.00) 

 

Make checks payable to:   Catholic Rural Ministry 

Mail to:                             Clarion University – Venango Campus 

Attn: EDWINA GATELEY EVENT 

1801 W. 1st St. 

Oil City, PA 16301 

 

Please check if needed:         Day I   CEU’s _____     Act 48 hrs. ______ 

                    Day 2  Certificate of Attendance ______ 

 

 

 

Information:  

 

“A Call to Personal and Global Transformation” 

Day 1 

Friday, October 18, 2019 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

Rhoades Auditorium -Venango Campus of Clarion 

University 

1801 West 1st St., Oil City 

Lunch included $15.00 ; 

CEU hrs. and ACT 48 hrs. available 

 

Day 2 

“Rediscovering and Claiming the Feminine Soul” 

Sat. Oct. 19, 2019 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

1st Presbyterian Church, Community Room, 

215 E. Bissel Ave. Oil City 

Lunch included $15.00 
 

Doors open both days at 9:00 AM 

 

 



Venango County 

Democratic Party  

Blood Drive  

Wednesday, September 4 

2 pm - 7 pm  

• 

Transit Building Conference Room  

206 Seneca Street  

Oil City, PA 16301 

To make an appointment:  

-Visit vitalant.org, click on the 

Donate button and search with 

group code D057 or  

-Download the Vitalant 

Pittsburgh Mobile App for your 

smart phone or  

-Call 877.25.VITAL 

 

For more information, call 814.657.3108  
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