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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Friends of Glenn Thompson
Contact: Marcie Assetta
400 North Michael Street
St Marys, PA 15857
(814) 360-4523

Friends of Glenn Thompson is Congressman
Glenn
“GT”
Thompson’s
Campaign
organization.

marcie.lynch@friendsofglennthomp
son.com

Photo by Richard Sayer

Michael Dill State Farm
Contact: Mike Dill
1252 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 437-1100
michael.dill.k0wo@statefarm.com

Michael Dill of State Farm is a full service,
local agent who specializes in great customer
service. Call in, walk in, or click in to see what
30+ years of insurance experience can do for
you. Their team will insure your Auto, Home,
Life, Health, Small Business and more.

Chamber Directories to Ship in June
The 2019 Membership Directory and Referral Guides are at the
printer and will be sent to members this month. This guide is a great
resource to have on hand for your business, customer, and personal
needs.
With listings by category and alphabetically, you are sure to find the
business or organization you are looking for. Please check your
listings and let us know if anything has changed so that we can
provide the most up-to-date information.
Do you want to be included in next years guide? Contact our office for
more information about Chamber membership.
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Everyday Visitors
As the final days of the school year
approach, vacation is on everyone’s
mind. As many prepare to visit
other places, Venango County will be
the destination for many.
Our
communities have taken the first
steps to get ready, holding clean-up
days and planting flower gardens,
and some businesses just opening
their doors for the summer season.
Local trails will soon be bustling
with bike riders and hikers and the
waterways with boaters. We all get
excited at the prospect of the energy
and commerce driven by the tourists
who will be visiting.
We can often recognize a visitor, and
hopefully are ready to respond with
hospitality aimed at making their
local experience one to remember,
but we can forget we have visitors to
our region year round, for many
reasons other than recreation. It can
be easy to overlook the businesses
that drive those visitors.
On our cover this month, we feature
Maxine Hellem, a resident of
Oakwood Heights, with family
during a recent visit to the Venango
Museum. Our senior care facilities
can be temporary or permanent
homes for people from our area, but
also attract those from further away,
who need the specialized care they
offer. With them come their loved
ones, who then are visitors to our

area, seeking lodging, restaurants As you think of tourism, the state’s
and when time allows, ways to second highest economic driver, this
spend time during a visit.
is the perfect time to reflect on how
to broaden your view of who a
Betsy Kellner, executive director of
visitor is, and also consider how
the Museum, recently shared a story
your business may be driving
of a young businessman who
visitors to the region.
stopped by while working on a
project in a neighboring county. In Lindsey Canchola, regional director
addition to his interest in the of sales and marketing at Oakwood
museum, he asked for a referral to a Heights, reminds us: “It takes the
local restaurant. He was pleased entire community to ensure that our
with the food and extreme residents are not only healthy, but
hospitality he received, and stopped happy. When their families enjoy
back to see Betsy to let her know visiting, and when our staff are also
how wonderful his experience was.
having the best experiences in the
community outside of work, it all
Often, our youth experience local
filters back to them.”
tourism and learn about our region,
too, including field trips to Imagine a community where we
museums, like the Christian Life treated every one we encounter as a
Academy class in the photo above.
visitor who we hope will return!

Welcome Heather and Jessica!
Heather Hondel returned to the Chamber’s staff in May as our summer intern,
and Jessica Wilson will be joining our staff on June 17 as our new Be Here
Summer Intern.
Heather is an entrepreneurship major at Grove City College and will assist with
the Oil Heritage Festival Basket Raffle, newsletter, and other office needs. Jessica
is a communication major at Geneva College and will assist with the Be Here
Initiative, including event planning and marketing.
We’re excited to have these two join our team! Stop by the Chamber to say hello and join us in welcoming them.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango Chamber Derrick Edition
Did you see the recent publication of the Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce tab in the newspaper?
If you missed it, you can find it
in the Special Sections of The
Derrick’s
website
at
thederrick.com. The tab includes
information
regarding
our
leadership program, annual
dinner, events, and more.
Stop by the Chamber to check
out
additional
community
resources including the Oil
Region Alliance’s Visitor Guide
and our county maps.

Welcome New Be Here Ambassadors!
Many community members became Be Here Ambassadors in
May! Trainings were held at Spilling the Beans, the Log Cabin,
and at the session for the class of Leadership Venango.
Interested in becoming an Ambassador? Learn more and sign up
at beherevenango.org/ambassador.
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Victorian City Art & Frame Customer Appreciation
Victorian City Art & Frame
(VCAF) will host a Customer
Appreciation Day on Thursday,
June 6. There will be giveaways
all day and a party from 4 to 8
PM with food and drinks.
Help VCAF celebrate 25 years in
Downtown Franklin, located at
1273 Liberty Street.

Help Needed to Replace Benches in Pipeline Alley
Pipeline Alley, a popular spot for
summer concerts and home of the
Victorian Garden in Oil City, is
seeking funds to replace the
benches that line the alley.
Nine of the ten benches still need
funded at $600 each. If you would
like to sponsor a bench, you can
donate through Bridge Builders
Community Foundation.
Visit www.bbcf.org, click “donate
here”, add the amount you would
like to donate, and proceed to
checkout. You can identify that you
are donating to the Oil City Civic Center Benches. You can also
send a check to Bridge Builders Community Foundations with “Oil
City Civic Center Benches” in the memo at 206 Seneca Street,
National Transit Building, 1-Floor, Oil City, PA 16301.

Sarge Welcomes Customers at State Street Furniture
Did you read last month’s cover article about creative ways to
attract business? We featured our chamber dog, Niko, as well as
local businesses that have a “mascot” or other unique marketing
strategies.
Someone we missed in the article is
Sarge, the African Grey Congo who
greets customers at State Street
Furniture in Oil City (pictured to left).
Are you doing something creative at
your business? Let us know!

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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First SEE Event Held at Vo-Tech
Businesses and students came together at the Venango
Technology Center (Vo-Tech) in May for the first
Student Employment Event (SEE). This wasn’t a typical
job fair—it was held for businesses currently hiring and
students looking for employment currently or soon.
More than 20 businesses and 100 students attended,
and many students scheduled filled out applications
and/or scheduled interviews at the event.
“We appreciate all who were involved with planning and
carrying out the SEE event,” said Terri Williams,
guidance counselor at Franklin High School. “Early
feedback from employers and students was very
positive!”

Joe Taylor Ford Changes Hands, Now Griffin Phillis Ford Motors
Amy Phillis and Joe Taylor have a lot in common
beyond their love of selling cars. While operating their
own dealerships in different counties, they both upheld
a commitment to their communities and share values
around the kind of employers they wanted to be.
Thankfully, they also shared a mutual friend, who
introduced them to each other. Amy, who owns Griffin
Motors in Meadville, was looking for an opportunity to
return to Venango County, having previously owned a
dealership here. At the same time, Joe was preparing
his succession plan, one that would retain his
commitment to his employees and customers. Months
of conversation led to the sale of Joe Taylor Ford,
Amy shared that Joe will still be dropping by the
effective April 30.
business and working on occasion. She is excited to
Now known as Griffin Phillis Ford Motors, much about continue the relationships she already has with other
the dealership remains the same. However, customers local dealers and looks forward to meeting more of the
current and future will notice the change in signage and community. Grand opening celebrations are planned
a new website griffinphillisford.com. Amy says “We for July, with a Chamber mixer scheduled for July 18.
believe in having a strong digital presence to make it Join us in welcoming Amy and congratulating her team!
easier for our customers to find their next car with us.”
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UPMC Northwest Names Robin Melvin New CNO
Robin L. Melvin, MSN, RN of Cambridge
Springs, was named Chief Nursing Officer
and Vice President of Patient Care Services at
UPMC Northwest effective May 12. Robin
comes to UPMC NW from UPMC Hamot with
more than 30 years experience and expertise
in critical care nursing education and
progressive
leadership
demonstrating
successful operational leadership.

degree
and
attainment.

specialty

certification

Most recently, she attained a Lean Six
Sigma Green Belt and completed a master
training
course
for
TeamSTEPPS.
According to Brian Durniok, UPMC
Northwest President, “Robin is a dedicated
and knowledgeable leader focused on
achieving a culture of service excellence,
Robin has a proven history of passion,
patient safety and quality, and employee
persistence, and a vision to achieving nursing
engagement.” Her career in healthcare is
excellence. She successfully promoted and
as impressive as it is substantive and I look
fostered a culture of professional nursing through the forward to welcoming her to the UPMC Northwest
establishment of a strong Shared Governance model community.”
with five autonomous nursing councils.
In her new role, Robin will provide executive nursing
Robin has developed strong collaborative relationships management, direction, and leadership. She will be
with leaders and frontline staff across the UPMC system. responsible for driving, supporting, and modeling a
She is a champion and supports the professional caring service-oriented professional culture and will
development of clinical nurses through 1:1 mentoring, serve as a member of the executive leadership team.
quality improvement initiatives, and encouragement of Welcome Robin!

Tech Tip: Analytics & Measurement
You may be familiar with the type of content to put on
your website or social media, but is your content
engaging and attracting the right customers? To know
how well you are performing online, it’s important to
look at your analytics and measurement tools.

what is working best, and then you can adapt if needed.

Although having an online presence and looking at your
analytics is helpful, you don’t always know how people
arrive at your page or website. It’s essential to use a
variety of marketing tactics in addition to your social
These can include analytics tools within your site (such media and website, such as flyers, word of mouth,
as Wix or Wordpress), Google Analytics, social media advertisements and sponsorships, press releases, and
insights, or other external tools. They tell you:
radio.
• Who is engaging with your content
• What kind of posts attract the most engagement
• Demographics (age, location, etc)
• The busiest day and times

At the end of the day, it’s about finding what works best
for your business!

On your website, they can also show:
• Number of unique visitors
• How long visitors stay on pages
• How people get to your site
• What search words people use to get to your site
• What people click on
You don’t need to look at these analytics each day, but
reviewing them every once in awhile can help you learn

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Leadership Venango Holds Final Session, Graduates Class of 2019
The 2019 Class of Leadership
Venango held it’s final session on
May 8 at Drake Well Museum in
Titusville.
The class of 13 began the day with a
segment on the Be Here Initiative
led by Program Manager Ashley
Cowles. Ashley led the class in a
training, making them official
Ambassadors of the program. The
class shared their favorite things
about
Venango
County,
and
discussed some of the problems the
area faces and how to remain
positive in the face of challenges.
Betsy Kellner, director of the
Venango Museum, then spoke with
the class on the importance of
community partnerships. In her
work at the museum, Betsy is a
partner to many other local
organizations, some unexpected.
The class then heard from Emily
Altomare, Communications and
Tourism Manager at the Oil Region
Alliance (ORA). Emily spoke on
tourism and attracting visitors to
the region. She said tourism is the
second largest economic driver in
the state, and should not be
overlooked. Emily shared tips for

being a welcoming resident and told Graduation
the class about some exciting plans
The Class of 2019 celebrated their
the ORA has for increasing and
graduation on May 22 at the
improving tourism.
National Transit Building in Oil City.
After lunch, Melissa Mann, Drake
The participants worked on team
Well Museum Site Administrator,
projects over the last nine months
gave an overview of the history of
and were able to present their
the museum and the region. They
findings to a group of their peers
then got a quick tour of the grounds.
and supervisors ahead of the
To finish out the day, the class heard graduation celebration.
from Charlie Cotherman, pastor of
The three groups focused on the
Oil City Vineyard Church, on how to
issue of workforce development,
be a leader people want to follow.
specifically in school-age children,
Those who have heard Charlie speak
through the lens of students,
know he is a powerful orator and
educators, and businesses. Their
the class felt no different, many
projects were all informative and
saying he was a favorite of the whole
thoughtfully done.
program and a great way to end
The graduation ceremony was held
their nine months.
following the presentations, and
At the end of the day, the class
many of the participants’ families
reflected on the program, giving
joined them to celebrate their
suggestions and mentioning favorite
accomplishment.
presenters and topics. This year’s
participants have been invited to sit See photos from Leadership Venango
on an Advisory Council to assist in graduation on the next page
planning future sessions.

Do you want to be a part of the Leadership Venango Class of 2020?
Visit leadershipvenango.org to apply!
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Class of 2019 Graduation
May 22, 2019
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ABOUT

New York Life Insurance Company

New York Life specializes in
helping individuals, families,
and businesses grow and
protect their assets.

The Company You Keep
• Has
New York Life, a 175 year old financial
institution,
specializes
in
helping
individuals, families, and businesses grow
and protect their assets. Some of the
product lines they offer include, but are
not limited to, term life, whole life,
universal life, long-term care, mutual
funds, Roth and traditional IRAs, ETFs,
529 plans, variable annuities, income
annuities (pensions), and fixed annuities.

whom graduated from Oil City, and he
enjoys seeing New York Life’s expanding
influence. As the business grows, they are
able to help more people and give back to
the community.

New York Life brings comfort by
establishing financial plans that address
goals and concerns. Almost everyone
knows they need to plan for their
financial future, but most don't know
Jacob Davis, partner at New York Life, where to start or who they can trust to
began his career with the company in help. Jacob loves being able to serve as a
2015. After graduating from Slippery trusted resource within Venango County.
Rock University in December 2013, he
Many people are scared to have
began working in the property and
important conversations, because they
casualty field, helping individuals with
are concerned they will be sold
their auto and homeowners insurance.
something they don't need. In reality,
Although this is an important industry,
financial services are much more about
his true desires were to help people, and
relationships and education. Jacob’s job is
help them make important decisions.
to get to know someone and understand
This led him to partner his career with
what is most important to them, then
New York Life, where he now helps
educate them on the options and paths
clients with retirement and protection
that best address their goals.
planning. Jacob has learned that people
do not care about how much you know Jacob is looking to take New York Life’s
until they know how much you care. This community involvement to a new level.
realization has led him back home, He believes that it is important to show
working among the people and the community that the business will give
community that he cares about the most. back as it grows. Working in a small
community, reputation ultimately speaks
Jacob is fortunate to manage ten other
for itself!
financial service professionals, four of
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been
providing
financial services for 175
years

• Partner is Jacob Davis
from Oil City, who
manages four other Oil
City graduates

• Focus is on education and
relationships

Phone:
(814) 657-3504
Address:
225 W Station Square Dr.
Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15214
Facebook:
facebook.com/
JacobDavisNYL
Hours of Business:
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
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Lenders will be looking at your credit score to
determine your eligibility for a loan. Your credit score
also determines interest rate and terms you may get.
You need to build credit so your reliability shows up just
as well on paper as it does in your bank account.
It’s good to know what factors go into making up your
score. Your credit score is broken up into five parts.
35% of your score comes from payment history—
whether you paid on time or were delinquent, and for
how long. About 30% is determined by the amounts
currently owed and debt carried over each month.
Another 15% takes into account how old and active
your accounts are. 10% evaluates how well you handle
different types of credit such as revolving or installment
debts, and the final 10% weighs recent attempts to
accrue additional credit, such as opening new accounts
and inquiries.

850. Once established, you will need to make payments
for at least six months. You can establish a credit
history through credit builder loans. These are for
individuals either just starting to build credit or working
to improve their scores. Make sure all payments are
made on time and are applied to your credit report.
While it may take at least six months to begin seeing
improvements, restoring credit can be a truly
worthwhile process. If you are unable to pay balances in
full, try to keep a maximum of 30% of your credit
balance out at a time. Also, since some of your score
comes from how long you have had accounts open, try
not to open many new ones at once. Always review your
credit reports—check for any errors and follow up on
any questions that arise. Don’t be afraid to dispute a
score if something isn’t right.

With a little effort, establishing and maintaining good
Establishing a good credit history takes time and there credit will have many rewards for your future.
are no shortcuts or tricks. Scores range from 300 to

Cranberry Walmart Supercenter to Launch Grocery Pickup
Following Walmart’s plans to spend $83 million in
Pennsylvania stores this year, the Cranberry
Supercenter at 10 Kimberly Lane will celebrate its first
day of Grocery Pickup in June. Customers can begin
placing orders on June 26 at walmart.com/grocery.

Grocery
mobile
app, enter their zip
code to select a
store, and begin
creating
their
shopping
lists.
During checkout,
they select a time
to pick up their
orders.

“At Walmart, we have always been known for saving our
customers money. The new grocery pickup service saves
them valuable time, too,” said Cranberry Walmart
Manager Rodney Ciecierski. “Our customers can
complete a trip to the grocery store in minutes, without
even getting out of their cars. Even better, Walmart’s • Personal Grocery Shoppers Fill the Basket: Highlyservice is completely free. This is a game changer for trained personal shoppers carefully select the freshest
everyone, especially for busy moms and dads.”
produce, meats, and other items requested.
Walmart’s grocery pickup service features 30,000 items. • Mobile Check-In: Customers use the app to let
All items are priced at the same low prices customers associates know they’re on their way to the store.
find in their local Walmart store.
• Pick Up and Go: Once a customer arrives at the pickup
location, there will be reserved parking spaces marked
How it Works
in orange and a designated number to call to alert an
• Order and Choose a Pickup Time: Customers visit
associate. An associate will quickly retrieve the
walmart.com/grocery online or through the Walmart
prepared order and load it into the customer’s car.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Venango County Commissioners Race
The Venango Chamber’s Advocacy Committee hosted a Candidates Forum on May 3, featuring those running for
Venango County Commissioner. All seven running for the opportunity to appear on the fall general election ballot
were in attendance. The public was invited to submit questions, which along with those from the Chamber, were
asked by moderators Frank Hajduk and Trenton Moulin.
The Pennsylvania primary election was held on May 21 and included on the fall ballot will be Republicans Samuel
Breene and Mike Dulaney along with Democrats Albert (Chip) Abramovic and Bonnie Summers.
Elections will be held on Tuesday, November 5. Make sure to get out and vote!

When deciding where to settle down,
Greg and Sarah Merkel were choosing
between Chicago and Venango
County. They decided on our area
because it is offers a “simpler, lowstress way of life” for their family.
Greg is an attorney at Dale Woodard
Gent McFate Law Firm and Sarah
works remotely as a consultant at
Northbridge Environmental Management Consultants, a
company out of Washington D.C.
You can read the Merkel’s full story on our Be Here
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people
who live and work in the Venango Area!
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share
your story” button at the bottom of the page.
Photo above by Jenny Bickel Photography
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State Rep Lee James Visits Steamfitters Local #449
On May 23, State Representative
R. Lee James toured the
Steamfitters Local #449 facility
located in Harmony, PA. The new
facility was built in 2017.
Steamfitters Local #449 was
established
in
1913
and
represents nearly 2,700 uniontrained steamfitters and are
affiliated
with
the
United
Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and
Pipefitting Industry of the United States and Canada.
Their members are highly trained craftsmen who fabricate, install
and service piping systems. They may be found on job sites
involving single-family homes, garden and high-rise apartment
buildings, large and small office buildings, supermarkets, food
warehousing and processing facilities, power plants, chemical
installations, factories, public buildings, and health care facilities.
Local #449 represents its members by providing job information,
training programs, and quality fringe benefits. They can provide
an ample supply of highly trained labor, matching any size project
need or skill requirement.

Cranberry Festival - Get Involved!
As preparations are underway for our upcoming Oil Heritage
Festival, it is time to begin thinking about our next festival. Mark
your calendars, Cranberry Festival will be held on September 21.
We encourage you to begin thinking about how you would like to
support the festival, whether through sponsorship,
advertisements, volunteerism, or attendance. Contact us to get
involved!

September 21, 2019
Morrison Park, Seneca
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Four CASA Volunteers Sworn In
On May 17, four new CASA volunteers were sworn in by
President Judge Oliver Lobaugh at the Venango County Court
House in Franklin.
The new CASA volunteers have undergone 30 hours of in-house
training done by Cinnamon Evans (CASA Executive Director),
Heather Faunce (SWAN Paralegal), Nancy Vantassel (ESP
Director), and Virginia Sharp (Guardian ad Litem for all
dependent children in Venango County).
All of these "teachers" have helped to prepare the trainees to
advocate in the best interests of abused and neglected children
in our county, and the CASA staff is always there to support each
volunteer in any way possible.
Each new volunteer was sworn in as an officer of the court and
have already been assigned a dependent child's case. There are
many more dependent children (about 100) who do not have a
CASA in their corner in court.
If you are interested in becoming a
CASA or have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact the CASA
staff at (814) 670-0550 Monday Friday from 9 AM - 4 PM.
The photo shows the new
volunteers, from left: Debbie
Kimberlin,
Bonnie
Streyle,
President Judge Oliver Lobaugh,
Amanda Shaffer, and Bill Wright.

Upcoming Chamber Mixers
There are two mixers coming up in June:
•

The Victorian City Art & Frame Mixer will be held from 5 to
7 p.m. on June 5 at the business located at 1273 Liberty Street
in Franklin.

•

The Farmers National Bank & Cranberry Pennzoil Mixer
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on June 19 at Farmers National
Bank on Route 322 in Cranberry.

You can register for these mixers by calling the Chamber at (814)
676-8521 or emailing chamber@venangochamber.org. If you
would like an official Venango Chamber magnetic name tag for $8
to wear to events such as these, contact us!

14

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

JUNE 2019

COMMUNITY EVENTS
8

Wildcatter Day

10AM - 4PM | Pithole City

15

Tarbell House Summer Tea Series

8

Opening Day Train Ride

17

Elvis Presley Impersonator

8

Oil Region Indie Music Festival

29

Summer Vendor & Craft Event

11AM - 2PM | Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad

2 - 10PM | Downtown Oil City

1 - 3PM | Tarbell House, Titusville

2 - 3:30PM | Oil City Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center

10AM - 5PM | Oil City Warehouse Mall

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events
Gearing Up for Oil Heritage Festival
We are in full swing preparing for the 41st Annual Oil Heritage
Festival. Your favorite events will be returning this year, including
the Art Show, Raft Race, Firefighters 5k, and the largest parade in
the area.
Children and families will be busy with free events and activities
like Dinosaur Camp at the Venango Museum, Junior Olympics at
the high school, and the Children’s Parade and Fun Fair. The Oil
City Library and Oil City Main Street Program will be hosting a
new “Touch-a-Truck” event on Thursday as well.
If you’re looking for great food, don’t pass up the YWCA Spaghetti
Supper, the Boy Scouts Pork Chop Dinner, or Youth for Christ’s
Pancake Breakfast. Food vendors will be set up in Justus Park on
Friday and Saturday to satisfy all your cravings!
As far as entertainment, we are
excited to bring a crowd favorite—
Lawyers, Guns & Money—to the park
on Saturday night. Friday will feature
Sweet Judys (a Crosby, Stills, Nash
tribute band), followed by local group
Chuck Justice and the Junkyard
Lawyers.
Schedules will be available soon and
our
website,
found
at
oilheritagefestival.com has the most
up-to-date information.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Board of Directors
Matt Caldwell, Chairman
Jeannie Henry, Vice Chair.
Trenton Moulin, Treas.
Hope Lineman, Sec.
Rebecca Beach
Ryan Bell
Doug Eberle
Sheri Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Greg Merkel
Joyce Luton
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Tessa Byham
Ashley Cowles
Heather Hondel
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Caldwell Printing Services

Chamber Events Calendar
JUNE
05

Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Bridge Builders Community Foun.

19

Clarion University
Northwest Commission

20
20
21
26

Webco Industries
Agway
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
King’s Landscaping
Komatsu
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law
UPMC Northwest
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

Business After Hours Mixer, Victorian City Art &
Frame, 5-7 p.m.
Business After Hours Mixer, Farmers Bank/Cranberry
Pennzoil, 5-7 p.m.
Chamber Board Meeting, 8 a.m.
Membership 101, Venango Chamber, 12 p.m.
Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
Be Here Quarterly

JULY
18
18
19
20
25-28

Chamber Executive Board Meeting, 12 p.m.
Business After Hours Mixer, Griffin Phillis Ford
Motors, 5-7 p.m.
Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
Bike ‘n Brew, Justus Park, 4-8 p.m.
41st Annual Oil Heritage Festival!

President / CEO
Executive Assistant
Program Manager
Intern

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG
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The Importance of Relationship Building
By Casey McVay

Relationships are one of the most
important aspects of living a good
life. Yet, often times, we don’t value
the conversations we have or pay
close enough attention to those
around us. What I have learned in
my young life is relationships help
us when we reach the proverbial
fork in the road.

Many
important
aspects
of
networking help build these
connections and relationships, such
as having a smart conversation
starter or your “elevator speech,”
which I remind you should not be
boring like elevator music or so
rehearsed that it feels forced.
However, the simplest of tips are the
essential ones, too: Be yourself, be
When we face challenges or
open, inquire, and be generous.
opportunities, our relationships, our
network and connections, personal • Be yourself. What’s not to like? • Be generous. Once you have
made a first connection, the best
and professional, guide us to choose
You’re awesome. Don’t sweat
way to keep it going is to be a
which path to take. We shouldn’t
trying to be anything but who
resource for the other person.
always
make
decisions
you are and people will
No need to overdo it here,
independently, so when we need
appreciate your authenticity.
though, but providing something
help seeing what is best for us, we
• Be open. Not an open book, but
interesting or helpful to them, a
can rely on those closest to us.
open. When we are “all about
referral or link to information,
business,” we tend to come
can make the difference in
across cold, so shake it off, and
building a stronger relationship.
don’t fear revealing something
Little, simple things like these can
somewhat personal – it lets the
add up to big, amazing long-lasting
other person know you’re real.
and reliable relationships, and living
• Inquire. Don’t forget “it takes a really good life with great people
two” in a relationship. Here are around you.
some great, easy to remember
questions to ask: How do you Photos from the FLEX Annual
like working at your company? Meeting in October, taken by Chett
How’d you get into that? Have DeLong
any tips for _____?

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Eric Thompson recently
became a Venango County
community member! Eric
grew up in wine country in
North East, PA, but he
became the new General
Manager
at
Wanango
Country Club in March,
bringing him to this area.

Designation with a focus in golf operations/club
management, which less than half a percent of PGA
members achieve.

Eric is new to Venango County, but is looking forward
to getting to know all there is to do here. He enjoys
going on the bike trail with his wife, Deb. Eric also
enjoys spending time with his family, including taking
them to their family cabin in Allegheny National
Forest. Some of his hobbies include hunting, fishing,
Eric earned his degree from and golfing.
Edinboro University in Comprehensive Business
Eric loves learning about the rich history of Wanago
Administration. His two greatest achievements are his
and Venango County. He finds it very inviting and
wonderful children, Carter (age 7) and Peyton (age 4).
welcoming, and stated that “the people here are very
Also, finding happiness and being successful in a
nice and down to earth.” Eric also noted that there are
career that he truly loves and enjoys working in.
so many Steelers fans here which is a great change
Eric’s short term goal is to finish his Class A golf from when he worked as a golf professional in New
professional certification for his PGA membership. His England with many Patriot fans.
long term goal is to attain a Master Professional

Everyday Leadership
Our TED Talk recommendation this month is by Drew Dudley, whom encourages a change in our understanding of
leadership. He tells the story of the impact he had on girl in college. Simply by making the girl and those around
her laugh on her first day of college, he became an important person in the girl’s life story. Drew says: “to think
that maybe the biggest impact I’d ever had on anyone’s life . . . was a moment that I didn’t even remember.”
Though the moment did not seem significant to Drew at the time, it guided the girl’s decision to stay in college and
introduced her to the man she would later marry.

Save the Date!
Bike ‘n Brew
July 20, 2019

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

“As long as we make leadership something bigger than us, as
long as we keep leadership beyond us and make it about
changing the world,” said Drew, “we give ourselves an excuse
not to expect it every day, from ourselves and from each other.”
Find this TED Talk at https://www.ted.com/talks/
drew_dudley_everyday_leadership/transcript

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

FLEX Speaker Series—Leadership Venango Panel in June
While FLEX provides opportunities for fun activities,
like networking and volunteering, we also focus on
helping young professionals grow personally and
professionally. In 2018, we launched the FLEX Speaker
Series as a way to have experts speak to us on various
topics that can benefit young professionals.
So far, we have heard about health, self-development,
relationship building, and serving on a board of
process of opening your own business. Ashley followed
directors. Also, at the end of April, FLEX members Matt
with advice from experience at Core Goods, including
Heath and Ashley Cowles spoke about how to build a
challenges faced, getting your name out, and the
successful business.
importance of making connections.
Matt is an engineer at General Electric, mentor for
If you missed Matt & Ashley’s presentation, you can
SCORE, and owner of the Small Biz Accelerator
email Ashley at acowles@venangochamber.org for a
(smallbizaccelerator.com). Ashley is the owner of Core
copy of their presentation.
Goods, blogger at The Small Town Foodie, and
program manager at the Venango Chamber, where she The next session of the Speaker Series is on Monday,
heads the Be Here initiative and assists with FLEX.
June 24, featuring a panel of graduates from the 2019
class of Leadership Venango. The group will talk on
Matt presented on the benefits of SCORE, an
various leadership development topics. Learn more
organization made up of volunteers dedicated to
about Leadership Venango at leadershipvenango.org.
counseling small businesses, and touched on the

Summer Volunteer Opportunities
We invite you to join FLEX out in the community as we
volunteer for local events, including:
•

Grease at the Barrow-Civic Theatre: Friday, June 21, 6
p.m.: FLEX will work at ticket will call, concessions,
ushering, and more, then watch the show for free.

•

Oil Heritage Bike 'n Brew: Saturday, July 20, Justus
Park: We need help with biking activities, ticket sales,
security, set up and tear down, and more. Volunteers get
a t-shirt and a half price brewfest ticket.

•

Oil Heritage Ice Cream Social: Thursday, July 25, 5 - 9
p.m., Central Ave Plaza: Volunteers scoop ice cream, give
toppings, sell drinks, and help set up and tear down.
Please contact Marketing &
Community Partnerships Chair
Tessa at (814) 676-8521 or
tbyham@venangochamber.org
with questions or to sign up to
volunteer.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Young professionals learned how to run a successful business at the FLEX Speaker
Series on April 29, and enjoyed a day of golf at Wanango Country Club on May 18.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.
Upcoming Events & Meetings:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

• Hiking Social: Saturday, June 1, 9:30 a.m. • Hike at Two Mile Run County Park, then
lunch at Deets Sugar House
• Bike ’n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, June 4, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber

Please join us in welcoming our
newest FLEX members:

• Bike ’n Brew Poster Raid: Friday, June 7 • Stop at the Venango Chamber or BarrowCivic Theatre at 7 for posters & instructions, meet at Trails to Ales at 9

Joseph Aylesworth
Brian Payne

• Monthly Meeting: Monday, June 10, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber
• Membership Committee Meeting: Tuesday, June 11, 5 p.m., Bossa Nova
• Marketing Committee Meeting: Tuesday, June 18 , 12 p.m., Venango Chamber or call in
• Events Committee Meeting: Tuesday, June 18, 5 p.m., Spilling the Beans
Find more event details on our Facebook page:
facebook.com/VenangoFLEX

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

Interested in joining? Email Laura
at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu.

Connect with us:

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Seneca St. Box 376
Oil City, PA 16301

Place
stamp
here

S NAPSHOT S F ROM T HE 2018
C HAMBER G OL F S CRAM BL E

Wanango Country Club
314 Chestnut Street
Reno, PA
CONTACT US:
(814) 676-8521

chamber@venangochamber.org
www.venangochamber.org

Thursday, July 25, 2019
11 AM Shotgun Start

We hope to have a full lineup of men’s,
women’s, and mixed teams for this year’s
Chamber Golf Scramble.
There will be skill prizes and team prizes
awarded as well as door prize and hole-inone prize opportunities.
Prizes:
Men’s/Women’s/Mixed Divisions
Skill Prizes
Golf Contests
Hole 17: Car Hole-in-One (car parked on 10)
Sponsored by Allegheny Toyota
Hole 10: Trip Hole-in-One
Sponsored by Williams Insurance & Travel
Putting Contest: Sponsored by
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm
Interested in playing but no team?
Contact us for available opportunities.

Sponsorship Information
Premier Sponsor $1,000
• Major sponsorship banner with logo
• Team of four golfers
• Complimentary hole sponsor
• Large recognition on Scramble score card
• Large sponsor logo in Chamber newsletter
Champion Sponsor $550
• Team of four golfers
• Complimentary hole sponsor
• Medium recognition on scramble score card
• Sponsor logo in Chamber newsletter
Beverage Sponsor $250
• Signage at drink locations
• Small recognition on scramble score card
• Sponsor name in Chamber newsletter
Hole Sponsor $100
• Sponsorship sign placed at sponsored hole
• Sponsor name in Chamber newsletter

GOLF SCRAMBLE 2019
ENTRY FORM
Premier Sponsor $1,000

$_________

Champion Sponsor $550

$_________

Beverage Sponsor $250

$_________

Hole Sponsor $100

$_________

Team of Four $400

$_________

Dinner only $30

$_________

Move-Up (Hole 16) $20/team

$_________

Mulligans $20/team

$_________

Skins $20/team

$_________

TOTAL

$_________

Golfing includes beverages, snacks and dinner.

Yes, I would like to volunteer, please contact me.

Note: Door prizes may be dropped off at the
Chamber or at the Scramble, or call
814-676-8521 to arrange pick up.

Yes, I will donate a door prize.

Description of Door Prize: ______________________________

Company name: ___________________________
Players:
1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________
Address _____________________________________
______________________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Method of Payment
□ Invoice Me
□ Check Enclosed
□ Will call the Chamber office to pay with card
OR register online at www.venangochamber.org

