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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business. 

 
 
 
 

 Welcome New Members 

For nearly 175 years, people have worked with 
New York Life to protect their families and 
futures. New York Life believes in the 
importance of human guidance and in trusted 
relationships built on being there when their 
customers need them most. 

New York Life 
Contact: Jacob Davis  
225 West Station Square Drive 
Suite 300 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
(412) 392-3772 
jddavis02@ft.newyorklife.com 

I recently had the privilege to 
travel with eight other Chamber 
leaders to China.  The trip, 
organized by Citslinc, was 
intended to provide us with an 
experience in what it would be 
like for members of our 
community and chamber to 
travel together. 

I had not really considered such a trip abroad, until 
Tracy Becker and Christa Lundy, executive directors of 
the Clarion and Meadville Chambers, suggested we take 
the excursion together. I found reassurance in knowing 
that I would be traveling with friends. This combined 
with the reputation of Citslinc, a company who has 
focused on taking chamber groups to China for many 
years, presented an opportunity too good to pass by. 

The nine day trip resulted in six full days in China, with 
visits to Beijing, Suzhou, Hangzhou & Shanghai. Our 
flight from JFK to Beijing of 13 hours was surprisingly 
comfortable, with individual movie screens and in 
flights meals served twice. The flight path took us over 
the Arctic Circle! 

Among the sites we 
visited were the Great 
Wall of China (I made it 
from station 1 – 12, the 
lone hiker in our 
group!), Tiananmen 
Square, the Ming 
Emperors’ Tombs, the 
Forbidden City, the 
centuries old Lingering Garden, and a rickshaw ride 
through old China Town followed by lunch in the home 
of a Chinese family. 

Those who use Facebook can not only see dozens of 
photographs from our trip. but can also read the daily 
journals of our traveling companion. Sandy Nicholson 
King, that I have shared in my posts. 

Citslinc extends the invitation to our community to plan 
a trip in 2020.  If you would like to hear more of the 
details about my trip or share an interest in traveling 
with the Chamber, to China or elsewhere, please let me 
know, so that we can begin to chose a destination! 

Chamber President Susan Williams Travels to China  
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Creating more or better exposure 
continues to be one of the greatest 
challenges for our businesses and 
communities.  Whether you are 
trying to attract customers, 
employees, or attention, it seems 
harder every day to stand out in the 
crowd of distractions.  

When it has become easier than 
ever to simply get what we need 
from the convenience of our home 
or office, with online ordering and 
communication, the burden is on us 
to give our audience a reason to 
show up.  Several local businesses 
have taken a chance in doing 
something unpredictable or special 
and we have noticed! 

Who doesn’t know Gina? 4 Your Car 
Connection’s business ambassador, 
providing a fun greeting from in 
front of the business, but also 
engaging in social media and fun 
stories that engage members from 
across communities. 

Pets can be a great way to show 
your friendly business climate, as 
customer greeters or creating a 
stress-free work environment for 
employees.  Dr. Kate Eckert brings 
her English Lab Bruno to work 
every day.  The Oil City Warehouse 
Mall and Best Printing both have pet 
kitties who lounge around the 
businesses and often are a pleasant 
surprise to customers, conveying a 
relaxed atmosphere.  And of course, 
the Venango Chamber dog Niko, 
Susan’s golden retriever, provides a 
connection to our neighbors and 
visitors walking by (pictured on 
cover). 

Using color can be a great way to 
call attention to your business.  G 
Rex Wireless, in Seneca, stands out 
in the crowd along Route 257 with 
their bright green building, and the 
butterfly mural on the side of 

Buffalo Street Lanes is a popular 
photo attraction for visitors to 
Franklin. 

Hoss’s recently added the option to 
bring your own bottle, giving 
customers the choice to compliment 
their meal with their favorite wine 
or beer, which can now be 
conveniently purchased next door at 
Sheetz, the chain making a 
significant investment in adding 
beer caves to its stores. Fat Dogs in 
Oil City is capitalizing on its 
proximity to a scenic overlook and 
by adding weekly concerts during 
the summer, providing another 
reason for customers to visit their 
ice cream and hot dog shop. 

With the change of seasons, it is the 
perfect time to consider trying 
something new and creative, 
possibly taking inspiration from 
those shared in this article.  To get 
the most mileage out of any new 
tactics, be sure to share stories and 
pictures on social media. And be 
sure to let us know at the Chamber, 
so that we can tell others! 

Creative and Unpredictable Ways to Attract Business  

Display Your Proud Member Decal! 

Did you get your 2019 member decal in the mail? Take a photo of it displayed at 
your business. Tag us on Facebook or Instagram, or email a photo to 
chamber@venangochamber.org. 

If you haven’t received your decal, please let us know and we’d be happy to mail or 
deliver one to you. Thank you for your support of the Venango Chamber! 
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CASA Hires Advocate Supervisor 

CASA of Venango County is pleased 
to announce the hiring of Advocate 
Supervisor Debbie Kimberlin. Debbie 
started work in the CASA office on 
April 15 and is currently training for 
her new role. She will be the 
supervisor for CASA volunteers in 
Venango County.  

Debbie has had CASA volunteer 
experience from other states, a 
domestic violence shelter, and with a 
rape crisis center, specifically 
working with children. She has been taking courses for a degree 
in psychology and is currently taking training courses with 
three other new volunteers so she can learn how CASA works in 
our county.  

CASA Director Cinnamon Evans says: “We can’t wait to see what 
she can do to further CASA’s goal of a CASA for every abused or 
neglected child in Venango County.”  

For information on becoming a CASA volunteer, visit 
casaofvenangocounty.org or call (814) 670-0550.  

Representative James Holds Annual Tax Clinic 

State representative R. Lee James 
held his annual Property Tax/Rent 
Rebate Assistance clinics for local 
seniors to apply for their property 
tax and/or rent rebates.  

Between the Franklin and Oil City 
locations, more than 60 people 
came out to have their rebate 
applications completed.   

Representative James would like to thank the Franklin VFW and 
Oil City YWCA for the use of their facilities and assistance in 
making the event a great success.   

Ashley Cowles Named Young Professional of the Year  

Congratulations to our very own Ashley 
Cowles, Be Here Program manager, on 
being named FLEX Presents Young 
Professional of the Year. Ashley is a great 
asset to our team and the Venango region 
and we are so proud of her and her 
dedication to moving our County forward.  

Find more about FLEX Presents on Page 9.  

http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.glenviewapoth.com/
casaofvenangocounty.org
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Hagan Business Machines Receives Service Award  

Only a select few qualify for the ProMasters Service Award from 
Toshiba, because of the 32 rigorous Service Performance 
Standards that must be met. Hagan Business Machines has met 
all 32 and is proud to be the recipient of this award.  

Service performance standards included total machine up-time, 
expert field technicians, helpful service calls, and first-call 

efficiency. Hagan Business 
Machines wants to show 
their customers how they 
stand behind their 
products and their new 
service award.  

Hagan is located at 3008 
Route 27 in Seneca. Call 
(814) 676-2000 or visit 
Hagan1.com for more 
information.  

Wanango Welcomes New General Manager  

Wanango Country Club is 
proud to introduce their new 
General Manager (pictured 
right), Eric Thompson. 

Eric is a PGA Associate 
Professional with over 15 
years of experience in the golf 
industry. From the town of  
North East and an Edinboro 
University graduate, Eric 
recently moved to Oil City 
with his wife, Deb, and their 
two children, Carter, 7, and 
Peyton, 4.  

Eric loves to play golf, teach 
others how to golf, hunt, fish, 
and spend time with his 
family. They are all looking 
forward to getting to know 
Venango County and meet 
new people. Welcome Eric 
and family!  

If you'd like more information, visit Wanango’s website at 
www.wanangocountryclub.com, or call (814) 676-8133.   

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
https://hagan1.com/
https://www.wanangocountryclub.com/
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The Leadership Venango Class of 
2019 met for their eighth session on 
April 10 at the Venango County 
Fairgrounds. This session focused 
on Energy and Agriculture. Renee 
Tritten, Communications Supervisor 
for Central Electric Cooperative 
(CEC) and member of the Chamber’s 
leadership committee, had a full day 
planned for the class.  

The session began with Larry Brink, 
System Engineer from CEC, 
discussing the alternative energy 
initiative and the pros and cons of 
various energy sources. He 
explained that in 2018 the United 
States was still 64% dependent on 
fossil fuels, 19% dependent on 
nuclear power and only 17% 
dependent on renewable resources. 
The class next heard from Bill 
Fesenmeyer, Senior System 
Engineer at CEC. Bill spoke on the 
energy industry, reliability, and grid 
security. Bill explained the different 
types of grids for areas from cities to 
rural communities.  

Jeff Fowler, Senior Extension 
Educator for the Penn State 
Cooperative Extension, introduced 
the Extension to the class and 

provided an overview and history of 
the Venango County Fairgrounds 
and 4H Program. Jeff is passionate 
about the program and the life skills 
students learn through their 4H 
projects and classes taught by the 
Extension. He then led the class on a 
tour of the Fairgrounds.  

Following lunch, the class heard 
from Dan Brockett of the Penn State 
Extension Program, who spoke on 
the oil and gas industry and its 
impact in Venango County. The class 
discussed the new cracker plant in 
Monaca and its effect on the 
economy and the environment.  

Warren Thomas, owner of Baytree 
Farm in Emlenton, then spoke on 
local agriculture opportunities. He 
emphasized the importance of 
knowing where your food comes 

from and how much work goes in to 
each crop. Warren recommended 
supporting local farmers through 
community-supported agriculture 
(CSA) and being mindful of the 
amount of food we waste.   

Finishing up the day was Adam 
Cook, CEO of the Franklin and Grove 
City YMCAs. Adam spoke on leading 
change with energy, touching on the 
different levels of leadership and 
how to encourage and motivate 
others. The Leadership Venango 
Class of 2019 will meet for their 
final session May 8 at the Drake Well 
Museum.  

Join us in celebrating the inaugural 
class of Leadership Venango on May 
22nd. Find details below and on the 
included insert.  

 

Leadership Venango Graduation  

Wednesday, May 22nd 

5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

 

National Transit Building 

Great Room 

206 Seneca Street 

Oil City 

 

RSVP to Tessa (814) 676-8521 

See insert for more information 

Leadership Venango Holds 8th Session - Energy & Agriculture  
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Friends of Drake Well is pleased 
to welcome Amanda Slider as 
the new Director of 
Development & Marketing.  
Amanda will manage day-to-day 
operations for the organization 
with a special emphasis on 
development and marketing 
efforts, and will work alongside 
Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission staff to ensure ongoing 
operational excellence at Drake Well Museum and Park.  

Amanda comes to Drake Well Museum and Park after 
nine years at the Northwest Pennsylvania Regional 
Planning & Development Commission.  While at the 
Northwest Commission, she served as Loan Program 
Manager, overseeing the agency’s business loan 
program.  Amanda’s background includes strategic 
planning, launching new program initiatives, facilitating 
public-private partnerships, marketing, public relations 
and fundraising.   

Amanda holds a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from Albright College and a master’s degree in business 
administration from Clarion University.  She is a 

Economic Development Finance Professional through 
the National Development Council and an Ice House 
Entrepreneurship Training Facilitator with the 
Entrepreneurial Learning Initiative. 

Amanda is a native of the Oil Region and resides in Oil 
City with her children.  A passionate supporter of non-
profit work, she serves on the Advisory Board of Hope 
21 in Oil City, is a member of the Bridge Builders 
Venango County Board of Directors, and is an active 
member of the Free Methodist Church in Oil City.   

Located off Route 8 South of 
Titusville, Drake Well 
Museum and Park is open 
year round.  Hours of 
operation are Tuesday 
through Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

For more information about 
the museum and its 
programs, visit 
www.drakewell.org, call 
(814) 827-2797, or find 
them on Facebook . 

Amanda Slider Appointed Director of Development & Marketing 

Forty-one years of Oil Heritage Festival 
have been celebrated by the community, 
because of generous sponsors and 
volunteers.  Planning happens almost year 
round, but your Chamber is now in full tilt;
—securing entertainment contracts, 
reserving venues, and preparing for all the 
promotion for the 2019 OHF.  Now is the 
time to let us know if you’d like to support 
the festival and your help can come in 
many ways.   

Financial sponsorship assures that we can hire the 
musicians, print the programs, and provide the awards 
and prizes for events going on within the festival.  
Regardless of how much, every donation is appreciated 
and is your vote of confidence that you value 
community celebration.  We often hear that businesses 
or community members are ready to get involved and 
wish to add a new event or come and volunteer during 
the festival.  This is a great way to get to know your 

community better.  Let us know if we can 
find a job for you.  We can use you for a 
short time or fully immerse you in the 
festival experience. 

We understand that many small 
businesses have a modest amount of time 
and money to give, but still want to be 
connected.  We’ll be collecting items or 
complete baskets for our raffle once again 
and will have placemat advertising 

available.  Believe it or not, deadlines for our print 
materials are quickly approaching. You’ll find more 
information about sponsorship and advertising in the 
insert in this newsletter. Let us know if we can help you 
find the best way to get involved in Oil Heritage Festival 
this year. 

Read about the festival and find printable and online 
forms on our website at oilheritagefestival.com or 
facebook.com/OilHeritageFestival. 

Oil Heritage Festival Preparations Underway - Get Involved Now!  

http://www.drakewell.org
https://venangochamber.org/information-connections/festivals/oil-heritage-festival/
https://www.facebook.com/OilHeritageFestival/
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Ryan Bell, plant Manager at Webco Industries in Oil 
City, joined the Venango Chamber Board of Directors 
just this year.  

Originally from the region, Ryan resides in Rockland 
Township and is married with four children and one 
grandchild. He has been a member of the Rockland 
Volunteer Fire Department for 15 years and a coach for 
youth football at Cranberry Elementary. He also enjoys 
fishing and shooting sports in his free time. 

“I appreciate the opportunity to move back here with 
my wife to make a life for our family and raise our 
children in the community that I have always called 
home,” he said. “We are an outdoors family, so the 
opportunities Venango County offers make it a perfect 
fit for us.” 

Ryan’s career has always been in the pipe and tube 
industry, in which he worked for Sawhill Tubular and 
Wheatland Tube prior to joining Webco in 2004. He 
became involved in the Chamber’s Advocacy 
Committee last year and is the committee chair for 
2019. 

“The Chamber Board is a very diverse group and I see 
my role as bringing a voice and perspective from 
manufacturing and industry,” he said. “I hope to see the 
Chamber continue to build upon its current role as a 
business connector in our community as well as 
continuing to represent the voice of our area 
businesses through advocacy.” 

MEET OUR  

BOARD 
Ryan Bell 

The Franklin-Oil Region Credit Union (FORCU), is 
celebrating its 45th year of providing financial products 
and services to approximately 7,600 members in 
Venango County. Chartered in 1974, FORCU was 
originally founded by the employees of Franklin Steel.  
What started as a way for employees to save and 
borrow money has grown into a state-chartered, 
federally insured, full service financial institution. 

Tonya Sharrar, Business Development Specialist at 
FORCU, explains that being a member at a credit union 
is different than being a customer at a bank. When you 
join FORCU you are not a customer, but a member and 
co-owner. With locations in both Oil City and Franklin, 
membership is available to anyone who lives works, 
worships, volunteers, attends school, or owns a 
business in Venango County.  

Their staff of 20 highly trained professionals will 
continue to enhance their ability to provide members 
with superior service by staying on top of 

advancements in technology and offering a wide range 
of new products and services to simplify banking and 
provide even more convenience. 

In honor of their 45th anniversary, FORCU will be giving 
back to the community.  As their way of saying thank 
you, they will perform acts of kindness for 45 days.  
The employees worked together to come up with ideas 
of different things to do each day throughout Venango 
County. In addition to giving back, they are also 
celebrating by offering Spring loan promotions.  

Visit www.for-cu.com for more information.  

FORCU Celebrates 45th Anniversary  

http://www.for-cu.com
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Recycling can be a confusing topic, especially in a rural 
community when we don’t always have the 
infrastructure in place. Fortunately, the County of 
Venango is in the process of creating a county-wide 
recycling center. 

“We are working on finding the right location, but plan 
to have the facility running in less than two years,” said 
Erik Johnson, Venango County Recycling Coordinator. 
Currently, the County has recycling bins at Two Mile 
Run County Park, accessible to county residents, and 
also holds quarterly Household Hazardous Waste and 
Electronics Collections Events at the Cranberry Mall. 

Single-stream recycling has become a common method 
of collection, in which all papers, cardboard, plastic, 
glass and metal are thrown in the recycling bin together, 
to be sorted at the processing center. While this 
provides residents with convenience, the wrong items 
are often put into the recycling bin, causing problems 
and making it difficult for successful recycling. 

“When in doubt, throw it out,” said Erik. “If you’re not 
certain if an item can be recycled, it is often better to 
throw it out to avoid contaminating the haul and making 
it difficult for the recycling process to work as it should.” 
As of recently, glass cannot be recycled through many 
recycling programs, including Two Mile Run and the 
Township of Cranberry, but Erik says this is hopefully 
temporary until the right infrastructure is put in place. 

If you are already recycling at your home or business 
through a local waste hauler, we recommend making 
sure you are recycling correctly. If you are not recycling, 
check with your hauler to see if this is an option. 

“Although we are working to provide the county with 
opportunities to recycle easier, it starts with the 
consumer,” said Erik. “We encourage everyone to 
reduce and reuse when they can, and make sure they 
are recycling properly.” 

The next Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics 
Collections Event is Saturday, June 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Cranberry Mall, with another planned for 
September 28.  County residents can Pre-Register for 
these events by going the ECSR.NET or calling 
1.866.815.0016. 

Find more information and recycling tips by visiting 
www.co.venango.pa.us/278/Recycling and contact Erik 
at ejohnson@co.venango.pa.us with questions. 

Where & How to Recycle in Venango County 

Many Chamber Members Work Together for Community Gardens Effort 

The Venango Area Community Gardens has begun 
placing raised beds throughout the region in an effort to 
help the community “grow together.” This is the third 
year this group has made raised beds, built by students 
at Vo-Tech, available for community groups, such as 
churches, neighborhoods, and nonprofits. 

The gardens committee is made up representatives from 
local businesses, including Chamber members such as 
Bay Tree Farm, Venango Technology Center, Core 
Goods, Penn State Cooperative Extension, Gates & Burns 
Realty, Mustard Seed Missions, and Oil City Rotary.  

Besides offering raised beds, the group hosts gardening 

classes for the public and community groups, including a 
square foot gardening class on May 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Vo-Tech. To learn more about the Venango Area 
Community Gardens, visit facebook.com/
VenangoAreaCommunityGardens. 

https://www.co.venango.pa.us/278/Recycling
mailto:ejohnson@co.venango.pa.us
facebook.com/VenangoAreaCommunityGardens.
facebook.com/VenangoAreaCommunityGardens.
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The Venango County Economic 
Development Authority has had an 
exciting start to the year. After a 
significant amount of behind the 
scenes work on the Oil City 
National Bank building, physical 
changes are beginning to take place 
at the facility.  

Canfield Development of Pittsburgh 
was selected through a competitive 
bidding process to perform 
environmental abatement of the 
facility as well as interior 
demolition of obsolete utility 
systems, false walls, furniture and 
fixtures, etc.  

Once this process is complete we 
will have a clean canvas to paint 
our new vision for the building, but 
don’t worry, we are working to 
preserve as much of the historic 
integrity of the structure as we can, 
keeping the original vaults in place 
and removing marble panels and 
original wood doors to store in a 
safe pace and re-use in the new 
design.  

KLA roofing of Everett, PA was 
selected to replace the existing 
leaking roof. All of this work is 
expected to wrap up by October of 
this year and we are hoping to 
squeeze in the replacement of 
exterior doors and windows before 
the snow flies.  

The building, constructed in 1926 
is a solid structure that we believe 
can be renewed to its former glory, 
though banking operations are not 
in its future. Rather, we are 
working to develop a business 
innovation center in the upper 
floors of the building, providing a 
space for entrepreneurs and new 
businesses to foster there next big 
idea.  

As for the first floor, we have been 

working with a private business 
owner to create a brew pub. This 
will serve as a gathering space for 
both the tenants of the building and 
the community.  

In 2019 we will see the launch of 
the eAcademy at Venango and the 
addition of my very first staff 
member, an Entrepreneurship 
Program Manager. The eAcademy 
at Venango is an extension of the 
highly successful eAcademy 
program at Linden Pointe.  

The original eAcademy was 
established in Hermitage, PA in 
2014 and is a program that fosters 
and encourages an entrepreneurial 
mindset. In our program, high 
school seniors from 6 different 
school districts in the Venango area 
will spend half of their school day 
from September to May being 
trained in entrepreneurial and 
leadership curricula. Classes are 
75% experience based learning and 
25% lecture based learning.  

There is no exact procedure that 
guarantees success in 
entrepreneurship education and 
training. Yet there is a common 

thread – that a mindset guides the 
decisions empowering 
entrepreneurs. We believe that 
anyone, not just those who want to 
start a business, can benefit from 
understanding and applying an 
entrepreneurial mindset to any 
situation that demands change in 
their life.  

This program is designed to 
immerse students in learning about 
economic development, their local 
region, and the essential aspects of 
the unlimited opportunities a 
different way of thinking can 
provide. As students learn the 
academic knowledge, the startup 
methodology, and individual skill 
sets they will apply it all to the 
creation of a startup business with 
a working prototype.  

Through a partnership with Clarion 
University the eAcademy will be 
housed at Clarion University 
Venango Campus and will be 
managed by the Entrepreneurship 
Program Manager. I am over the 
moon to bring this program to 
Venango County and give students 
in our area the opportunity to 
interact with our local businesses.  

Venango County Economic Development Update  

by Emily Lewis, Executive Director of the Venango County Economic Development Authority  
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Lynne Marshall’s Head-Line Hair 
opened it’s doors on May 17, 
1994. What started as a small 
salon in a space on Route 322 
has become a full service salon 
by offering services that include 
cuts, colors, perms, nail services, 
facials, make-up, waxing, lash 
extensions, and much more. 

Owner Lynne Marshall says, “Our 
success is completely dependent 
on an amazingly talented, kind, 
and dedicated staff. Our mantra 
has always been to provide 

superior quality cosmetology services with an attitude 
of complete professionalism, attention to detail, and 
unparalleled client comfort and service.”  

Head-Line Hair is happy to share their building with 
talented neighbors like Peaces for You Massage 

Therapy, Eckert Chiropractic, and Cross & Co. boutique. 
Marshall says this makes for a wonderful and 
complimentary environment.  

Marshall also recognizes the importance in giving back 
to the community, and has spent years supporting 
groups like Newcomer’s Club, Christian Women’s Club, 
The Fighter’s Ball, Relay for Life, Susan G. Komen, 4H 
and local schools, churches and fire departments. They 
have also hosted Glamour Shots, makeover events, 
Antique Portraits, Ladies’ Night Out, Chamber mixers 
and several cut-a-thons. 

Head-Line Hair will be celebrating 25 years of “A 
Beautiful You!” with a week of special events running 
May 14 to May 18. See the purple insert flyer for more 
information! 

Head-Line Hair is located at 1047 Allegheny Avenue in 
Oil City and can be reached by phone for appointments 
or information at (814) 677-0404.  

Head-Line Hair Celebrates 25 Years in Business  

Since the first traditional television commercials more 
than 75 years ago, video has been a tool used by 
businesses to engage their audience. Today, we have 
channels like Facebook, YouTube, and Snapchat, but 
many of the same concepts apply. 

Videos are more personal and convenient for 
consumers. Whether it’s a behind the scenes tour, 
interviews, tutorials, or a story, video is a good choice 
when trying to sell a product or service. 

There are many options for equipment—cameras, mics, 
tripods, lighting equipment, etc—but to start shooting 
video you really only need one device—your phone. 
Some important factors when shooting include: 

• Good lighting 
• Simple background 
• Limited background noise 
• Keep it short 
• Hold the phone horizontally 

When conducting video interviews, also remember to 
make the interviewee comfortable, have consistent 
framing, have the person repeat the question when 
answering, and have them look to the side of the 
camera, not directly at it. 

Gathering b-roll is also important, which is various 
shots of scenery, groups of people, buildings, and similar 
items. It’s always better to get more footage than you 
need, which can be cut down later. 

Including video in your marketing can be intimidating, 
but start small, get inspiration from others, and follow 
these easy tips, and you’ll be a pro in no time! 

We discussed videography at our Tech Talk in April, and 
we invite you to join us at the May discussion about 
analytics and measurement. Tech Talks are on the third 
Friday of each month from 8-9 a.m. at the Chamber. 

Tech Tip: Incorporating Video Into Your Marketing 
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COSTARS is the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
cooperative purchasing program administered by the 
Department of General Services (DGS) Bureau of 
Procurement. The COSTARS program provides 
registered local public procurement units as well as 
state-affiliated entities (together “members”) and 
suppliers a tool to find and do business with each other 
through the use of a contract established by DGS.  

Simply put, COSTARS is a vehicle for vendors to do 
business on the local government level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The COSTARS program consists of multiple contracts, 
each for a different variety of products, that approved 
vendors & suppliers can sell their products/services 
through.  

Some of the current industries COSTARS is soliciting 
bids from include: janitorial supplies, foods, graphic and 
printing services, toiletries, pest control services, 
municipal work vehicles, energy consulting services, 
and furniture and window treatments.  

DGS requires eligible LPPUs and state-affiliated entities 
to register as COSTARS members, and only those 
organizations registered with DGS may purchase from 
COSTARS contracts. The participating buying 
organizations are collectively referred to as “Members”.  

 Northwest Commission’s 
Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center (PTAC) is a 
free resource to businesses in 
our area that seek to do work 
in the government market, this includes providing 
guidance and assistance with the COSTARS program.  

 Visit their website at www.northwestpa.org/
government-contracting or contact 
nwpaptace@northwestpa.org, 814-677-4800 to speak 
with Robyn, Melissa or Kelly.  

Northwest Commission Provides Assistance With COSTARS Program 

Charlie and Aimee Cotherman grew up in 
Knox, moved away for awhile, then 
relocated to Oil City in 2016 with their 
three children. They wanted to be close to 
family and friends, saw opportunities in the 
Venango Area, and felt a calling to be here. 
That calling led them to launch the Oil City 
Vineyard (OCV) church in 2016. OCV 

started out small, with meetings in Charlie and Aimee’s house, 
and now meets at the Oil City YWCA with about 100 attendees 
each week. 

You can read the Cotherman’s full story on our Be Here 
testimonials page, as well as multiple other stories of people who 
live and work in the Venango Area! We want to share YOUR story 
too. Visit the website at www.beherevenango.org/testimonials 
and click “share your story” at the bottom of the page.  

http://www.ilovemix96.com/
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://fscas.org/
http://fscas.org/
https://beherevenango.org/testimonial/cj-hurley-barbara-pierce/
https://beherevenango.org/testimonial/cj-hurley-barbara-pierce/
https://beherevenango.org/testimonials/
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GEMS Donation Station Opens in Franklin 

The Chamber celebrated GEMS Donation Station on April 5 with 
a ribbon cutting ceremony as they held their grand opening. 
There were shoppers waiting outside before the opening to see 
what the new second-hand store had to offer.  

Owned by Ellen Gierlach and managed by Anita Cherish, the 
donation center’s mission is to give back to Venango County 
communities. Gierlach says all proceeds will stay in the county. 

The store is located at 534 Allegheny Blvd and is accepting 
donations.  

Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew 

Future Leaders & Entrepreneurs Exchange (FLEX) is once again 
holding Bike ‘n Brew the weekend prior to Oil Heritage Fetvial, 
this year on Saturday, July 20. The day is full of outdoor 
activities, food vendors, entertainment, and a brewfest with 
samples from many local and national breweries. 

FLEX is seeking sponsorships, volunteers, and vendors for this 
event. Learn more by visiting ohfbikenbrew.org. 

http://www.presbyhomes.com/
http://www.smbybell.com_/
https://cranberrymall.com/
http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
https://venangochamber.org/leadership-connections/flex-young-professionals/bike-n-brew/
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Franklin Chamber Recognizes Business of the Year 

The Franklin Area Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Specialty 
Fabrication and Powder Coating 
as their Business of the Year at 
their Annual Awards Dinner on 
April 25. Rod Griffin, Owner of 
SFPC, was unable to accept the award in person and Skyped in 
his word of thanks to those in the audience.  

The Franklin Chamber also recognized a number of businesses 
and organizations who have opened or expanded over the last 
year as Gold Shovel Award recipients.  

Congratulations to SFPC and the 
Franklin Chamber on a lovely 
evening.  

 

Membership 101—May 14 

Are you a new member of the Venango Chamber? A current 
member of the Chamber looking to maximize your membership?  
We will be holding Membership 101 events often, as a way to 
help you understand how to maximize your Chamber 
membership. These allow us to connect one-on-one with you, 
answer questions, and also walk you through how to use our 
new “Membership Information Center.” 

This center, through our new website and database, allows you 
to update your listing in our membership directory, easily see 
and register for upcoming events, access past billing details, pay 
outstanding invoices, and more. 

Thank you to those who attended our Membership 101 in April. 
We will have another one in May (see details below). Please 
RSVP at members.venangochamber.org/events or by contacting 
us at chamber@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521. 

TUESDAY, MAY 14  •  12 - 1 PM 
VENANGO CHAMBER 

(24 SENECA ST, OIL CITY) 

http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
4 Taste of Food 

12 - 2PM  |  Belle Lettres Club, Oil City 

5 Bach Performance 
2PM  |  William H. Scheide House, Titusville 

11 

Venango Youth Choir - “Story Songs” 
4PM  |  Good Hope Lutheran Church, Oil City 

15 

Community Conversation 
10:30AM  |  First Presbyterian Church, Oil City 

16 

Preservation Awards Ceremony 
6 - 8PM  |  First Baptist Church, Franklin 

17 

How to Hire, Train & Retain Employees 
9AM - 12PM  |  FICDA, Franklin 

MAY 2019 

Find details for these events & more at: beherevenango.org/events 

Add Your Event to the Community Calendar 

We recently launched a new community calendar of events on 
our Be Here website, found at: 

beherevenango.org/events 

This calendar is open to the entire community to post and view. 
To add your event, visit the calendar and click the button at the 
bottom that says “add your own event to the calendar.” The 
form allows you to add a description, photo or flyer, contact 
information, and more. 

If you have questions, contact Program Manager Ashley at 
acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521. 

http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
https://www.edwardjones.com/financial-advisor/index.html?CIRN=bmOmVgzfj75Lp0tgd0bncqklvXfl7qp1p1NWplOQwuekaj45KkGKnr4wyODtl%2FR9
http://usachoice.net/
http://www.baylessfuel.com/
beherevenango.org/events
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MAY 
   03 Candidates Forum, Quality Inn, 7:30 a.m. 
   16 Chamber Board Meeting, 12 p.m. 
   16 Business After Hours Mixer, Klapec Trucking, 5-7 p.m. 
   17 Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 
   21 FLEX Monthly Meeting, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 
   22 Leadership Venango Graduation, Transit Building, 5-7 
 
JUNE 
   05 Business After Hours Mixer, Victorian City Art &  
    Frame, 5-7 p.m. 
   19 Business After Hours Mixer, Framers Bank/Cranberry 
    Pennzoil, 5-7 p.m. 
   20 Chamber Board Meeting, 8 a.m.  
   21 Tech Talk, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m. 

Chamber Events Calendar 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT  
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Rossbacher Insurance Agency 

Bridge Builders Community Foun. 

Clarion University 

Northwest Commission 

Webco Industries 

Agway 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Hickman Lumber  

The Barnard House 

King’s Landscaping 

Komatsu 

Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law  

UPMC Northwest 

Northwest Bank 

Central Electric Cooperative 

Williams Travel 

 

 
 

President / CEO 

Executive Assistant 

Program Manager 

Board of Directors 

VENANGOPLAYS.ORG
http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
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“What's your purpose? What's your 
cause? What's your belief? Why 
does your organization exist? Why 
do you get out of bed in the 
morning? And why should anyone 
care?” Simon Sinek asks this in his 
TED Talk How Great Leaders Inspire 
Action, in which he talks about the 
importance of finding your “why.” 

In her acceptance speech at FLEX 
Presents, Ashley Cowles, the 2019 
Young Professional of the Year, 
referenced this TED Talk. “People 
aren’t inspired by what you do or 
how you do it; they’re inspired by 
why you do it,” she said. 

All 12 of our nominees, plus many 
other young professionals 
throughout the region, are 
constantly giving back and making a 
difference in our community. 

Whether it’s volunteering for a 
nonprofit or event, running a 
business, serving on a board of 
directors, or going above and 
beyond your typical duties in your 
career, finding your “why” and going 
back to it often can make the long 
hours and hard work easier, even on 
the most difficult days. 

How do you find your why? Think 
about what you are passionate 

about and what you hope to see 
happen as a result of your work. 

“I have days when I wonder why I 
put so many hours into my business 
and the community, but I always go 
back to why I do what I do, which 
keeps me going,” Ashley said. 

Ashley is co-owner of Core Goods, a 
new store in Oil City, as well as 
program manager at the Venango 
Chamber, where she heads the Be 
Here initiative and helps with FLEX. 
She also volunteers with the Oil City 
Main Street Program, Venango Area 
Community Gardens, and the Oil 
City Vineyard Church. 

“In a nutshell, my why is to make 
our community a place where 
everyone can thrive, whether it 

involves having access to 
nourishing, locally grown food, 
gardening with your neighbors, 
helping those in need, or simply 
enjoying the quality of life in 
Venango County.” 

Finding your why can help you have 
a purpose-driven life, resulting in 
positive change, the ability to 
inspire others, and personal 
fulfillment. 

Most of us know what or how we do 
what we do—but do you know why 
you do it?  

Congratulations nominees and to 
Ashley Cowles, the 2019 Young 
Professional of the Year! 

(Find more photos from the event on 
the back page of the FYI) 

Finding Your Why 
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A Life Lesson from a Volunteer Firefighter 

Our TED Talk recommendation this month is by Mark Bezos, a volunteer firefighter in New York. To “get in on 
any action” at the scene, he says, you must get to the fire pretty early. He tells the story of his first fire, when he 
was beat by another volunteer who saved the homeowner’s dog. Meanwhile, Mark had the task of going inside 
and grabbing the homeowner a pair of shoes. 

Although he didn’t receive as much attention for his role in the fire, the department received a letter weeks later 
from the homeowner that specifically noted “someone had even gotten her a pair of shoes.” Whether an act of 

generosity or kindness is small or large, they all matter.  

“Don't wait until you make your first million to make a 
difference in somebody's life. If you have something to give, 
give it now,” Mark said. “Not every day is going to offer us a 
chance to save somebody's life, but every day offers us an 
opportunity to affect one.” 

Find this TED Talk at bit.ly/FirefighterTEDTalk 

Save the Date!  
Bike ‘n Brew 
July 20, 2019 

Becca Weidle, an Oil City 
native, is a young 
entrepreneur and a   mom. 
She is a health coach 
through her new business 
“Motherhood Made 
Healthy,” and is expecting 
her second child in June. 

After graduating from Oil 
City High School in 2010, 

Becca earned a biochemistry degree from Pitt at 
Johnstown, and recently got her health coach 
certification from Health Coach Institute. 

Becca looks forward to continuing to grow, personally 
and professionally, and is excited to gain clients who 
are eager to learn how to shift towards a healthy 
lifestyle. “I'm proud of the hard work I put into finding 
my passion, going for it head on, and completing my 
coaching certification,” she said. “I'm also proud of the 
consistency and determination I have put towards 

healing myself naturally and gaining the healthy 
lifestyle that I live and love.” 

Being a mother has taught Becca a lot and is also 
something she takes pride in. She tries to soak in and 
enjoy every minute with her family that she can, and 
also in her free time she loves gardening, anything 
outdoors (camping, hiking, riding bikes), doing puzzles, 
sewing and crafting, and playing with her daughter, 
Henley. 

In Venango County, Becca appreciates the trails, parks, 
local businesses, libraries, and farmers markets, and is 
happy to live in a neighborhood that feels safe. 

“I want to constantly learn and grow in all aspects of 
my life,” she told us. “My dream is for my business to 
ripple out from Venango so that I can help guide as 
many mamas as possible to live healthy, happy lives 
and instill that in their kiddos!” 

You can learn more about Becca’s new health coaching 
business by visiting motherhoodmadehealthy.com. 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
motherhoodmadehealthy.com
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FLEX Member Highlight: Laura Ordaz 

Laura Ordaz, the FLEX Membership 
Committee Chair and a 2019 Young 
Professional of the Year nominee, 
recently got a job promotion! She works 
for Komatsu Mining Corp. out of their 
Franklin office—a global company that 
provides industrial mining equipment. 

For four summers, Laura was an intern at 
Komatsu and has been employed as an “associate engineer” 
since January 2018 Recently, she was promoted to “engineer,” 
and her job responsibilities include assisting with the design 
and development of mining machinery, preparing part and 
assembly models, completing detailed drawings and 
documentation for records, taking responsibility for 
professional growth by attending trainings on software and 
products, and taking trips to mine to see machines in 
operation and further understand their capabilities, 
limitations, and applications. 

Congratulations, Laura, and keep up the great work! 

Sarah MacBeth recently 
became a Venango County 
community member! She is 
the new branch manager at 
the Seneca office of Farmers 
National Bank of Emlenton, 
where she previously 
worked in the Clarion office. 

Originally from Bradford, 
Sarah has lived in various 

places, including Kane and Tionesta, and eventually 
settled in Clarion after graduating from Clarion 
University in May 2014. She majored in business 
management with a minor in marketing and has also 
gone through leadership and mindfulness trainings. 

When asked about special achievements, Sarah told us: 
“My goal in life has always been to be happy and 

although happiness can be viewed as a constantly 
changing state of mind, I believe I have achieved my 
goal and I hope to continue that.” 

Professionally, Sarah looks forward to continuing to 
help fulfill the mission and vision at the bank and hopes 
to be there for many more years. Personally, giving 

back is a huge passion of hers. “Throughout my life, so 
many have helped, guided, or supported me,” she said. 
“I hope to establish some type of organization or event 
that would allow me to give back.” 

Traveling is something Sarah has always been 
interested in and she hopes to be able to do so with her 
husband and family in the coming years. She also loves 
spending time riding in their Jeeps with their dogs in 
the summer, running and fitness, crafting, hiking, 
cooking, and listening to music. Most importantly, she 
enjoys spending time surrounded by her loved ones. 

Although Sarah hasn’t been in Venango County for very 
long, she has visited many enjoyable destinations, such 
as coffee shops, restaurants, and local shops. She looks 
forward to experiencing the theatre and trails in our 
region, too.  

Since working in Venango County, Sarah has learned to 

love the people and their energy. “It is so great to see 

members of the community working towards making 

things happen,” she said. Sarah is interested in getting 

to know more people, contributing to the area, and 

developing personally and professionally. 

https://www.servicemasterclean.com/locations/pa/strattanville/servicemaster-by-bell-3725
http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 
 

• Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee Meeting: Tuesday,  
May 7, 12 p.m., Venango Chamber (or call in) 

• Events Committee Meeting: Monday, May 13, 5 p.m., Bossa Nova 

• Bike ’n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, May 14, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber 

• Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, May 21, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber 

• Hiking Social: Saturday, June 1, Two Mile Run County Park 
 

Find more event details on our Facebook page: 
facebook.com/VenangoFLEX 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Please join us in welcoming our 
newest FLEX members: 

Interested in joining? Ask  for a form 
at the next event or meeting. 

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and  
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Connect with us: 

Rebecca Rudolph 

Ashley Karl 

Anthony McCoy 

Chad Bowler 

Bart Plyler  

Becca Weidle 

Eric Thompson 

Deb Thompson 

This year’s FLEX Presents was held on Friday, April 5, at the Barrow-Civic Theatre. 
Attendees networking and enjoyed food and drink on the stage at the theatre.  

 
Find more photos on our Facebook page: facebook.com/VenangoFLEX 

(Photos by Greg Knox - Bright Ideas Photography) 

facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
https://www.instagram.com/venangoflex/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
facebook.com/VenangoFLEX


  

Thursday, May 16, 2019 

5:00 pm - 7:00 PM 

1643 Allegheny Blvd. 

Reno, PA 16343 

 

RSVP: 

Venango Area Chamber (814) 676-8521 

Franklin Area Chamber   (814) 432-5823 

 
1949 2019 year 

**Trucker Olympics** 

**Live music ft. Ryver Nymphs**  

**Hot Pepper Catering** 

**Door prizes** 

**Raffle prizes** 

**Refreshments** 

**Networking** 

 

Klapec Trucking Company invites you to help celebrate our 70 
year anniversary! 



Leadership Venango  

Graduation and Reception  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22ND  •  5 PM - 7 PM  

GREAT ROOM, NATIONAL TRANSIT BULIDING  

206 SENECA STREET, OIL CITY  

Join us in celebrating the  

Leadership Venango Class of 2019!  

RSVP to Tessa at  (814)  676 -8521 or  
tbyham@venangochamber.org  

by Friday, May 17th.   

Leadership Venango is a nine-month 
program of the Venango Area 

Chamber of Commerce designed to 
identify, educate, involve, and 

motivate individuals who desire to 
become more effective leaders. 

To learn more about Leadership 
Venango and read about the 

inaugural class, visit 
leadershipvenango.org  

Applications for the Class of 2020 are 
available now.  



Make her feel  loved with
a special brunch celebration

BUSINESS  AFTER  HOURS
JOINT  MIXER  

Wednesday ,  June  5th
 

5  PM  -  7  PM
 

Victorian  City  Art  &  Frame  

 

1273  Liberty  Street ,  Frankl in

Join us in Downtown Franklin as we

celebrate Victorian City Art & Frame's

25th Anniversary. 

Che��� to 25 ye���!

RSVP to the Franklin Chamber

at (814) 432-5823 or the Venango

Chamber at (814) 676-8521 by

Friday, May 31st. 



41st Annual Oil Heritage Festival Sponsorship  

July 25-28, 2019 

Venango Area Chamber of 

Commerce  

www.oilheritagefestival.com 

814-676-8521  

chamber@venangochamber.org  

Gold Level 

Investment: $3,000 

Company banner displayed at 
premier locations (if supplied) 

Media & radio PSA’s 

Logo in Festival publications 

Name on large oil drop sign 

Logo in VenangoWorks! 
Newsletter 

Hyperlinked logo on Chamber 
website 

Logo on festival placemat 

Main Stage recognition 

10 Justus Park concert passes 

Silver Level 

Investment: $2,000 

Media & radio PSA’s 

Logo in Festival publications 

Name on large oil drop sign 

Logo in VenangoWorks! 
Newsletter 

Hyperlinked logo on Chamber 
website 

Logo on festival placemat 

Main Stage recognition 

5 Justus Park concert passes 

Bronze Level 

Investment: $1,000 

Logo in Festival publications 

Name on large oil drop sign 

Logo in VenangoWorks! 
Newsletter 

Hyperlinked logo on Chamber 
website 

Logo on festival placemat 

Main Stage recognition 

2 Justus Park concert passes 

Oil Heritage Festival annually affords businesses the 

opportunity to obtain the VISIBILITY they need to 

make an impression on the community.  Sponsors 

receive optimum PROMOTION through advertising 

on our printed materials as well as online and 

throughout the area, depending on their sponsorship 

level.  Each and every contribution made by our 

sponsors enables the Venango Area Chamber of 

Commerce to continue providing COMMUNITY 

events for people of all ages. 

Heritage Level  

Investment: $500  

Logo in Festival publications  

Name on oil drop sign  

Listing in VenangoWorks! 

Newsletter  

Listing on Chamber website  

Patron Level  

Investment: $100  

Listing in VenangoWorks! 

Newsletter  

Chamber website listing  

Special event 

sponsorships and 

payment information 

on reverse side.  



Sponsorship Level Cost 
Your 

Selection  

Gold Level Sponsor $3,000  

Silver Level Sponsor $2,000  

Bronze Level Sponsor $1,000  

Heritage Level Sponsor $500  

Patron Level Sponsor $100  

Thursday on the Plaza Sponsor $300  

Car & Motorcycle Cruise In Logo 

Sponsor 
$500   

Car & Motorcycle Cruise In Name 

Sponsor 
$250  

Please return this form to:  

Venango Area Chamber of 

Commerce  

24 Seneca Street  

P.O. Box 376  

Oil City, PA 16301  

Phone: (814) 676-8521  

Email:  

tbyham@venangochamber.org  

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(as it should appear in any recognition)  

Contact Person:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________  

please send logo to tbyham@venangochamber.org  

Total Amount of Sponsorship $_________  

□ Please Invoice Me           □ Check Enclosed   

□ Will call Chamber office at (814) 676-8521 to pay with a card   

Thursday on the Plaza 

(Central Avenue 5 - 10 PM) 

Investment: $300 

Recognition on the Chamber website 

Oil drop signage in the plaza on Thursday 

PA announcements throughout the event 

Listing in VenangoWorks! Newsletter 

Chamber website listing 

Events include: Children’s Parade, Fun Fair, Mostly 

Brass Concert, FLEX Ice Cream Social, Evening Concert, 

Oil Heritage Queen Crowning 

Car & Motorcycle Cruise-In 

Logo Sponsor $500 

Logo on back of t-shirt 

Banner display (if provided) 

Listing in festival publications and Chamber website  

4 t-shirts 

Name Sponsor $250 

Name on back of t-shirt 

Listing in festival publications and Chamber website  

2 t-shirts 
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