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Celebrating Young Professionals
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business.

Friday, April 5 • 6:30 p.m.
Barrow-Civic Theatre
Help us celebrate achievements of local young
professionals, our future leaders and entrepreneurs.
Learn more and see this year’s nominees in the FYI
insert of this newsletter.

Photo by Richard Sayer

Chamber Launches New Website!
Visit venangochamber.org and you’ll now see a much cleaner,
updated site focused on sharing stories of our members.
We are thrilled about our new website and we hope you’ll take a
moment to check it out. Some of the new features include:
•
•
•
•
•

Stories of our members doing great things in the community
(many more to come)
Membership directory with business logos
Blog that is easier to navigate
Events calendar with links to registration pages
Members only center where members can update their
information and find resources (coming soon!)

We are continuing to edit and add content and we appreciate
your feedback. Visit the site at:

venangochamber.org
We will contact members shortly about opportunities for updating
your directory listing, registering for events, accessing resources,
and more—all through the membership center.

Special thanks to Quandarymat for all their hard work (quandarymat.com)!
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The Be Here initiative launched two years ago in January and we’re excited about the progress we’ve made and
plans for the upcoming year. See below for updates and visit beherevenango.org to learn more.

Community Calendar of Events
Previously on the Venango Chamber’s website, you will soon find
a community calendar on the Be Here site. Anyone in the
community can share their event by simply filling out an online
form. An email with upcoming events will be generated from the
calendar and emailed to more than 1,000 people weekly. The
calendar will be located at:

beherevenango.org

Venango County Map
A Venango County map was published last year through the Be Here initiative and
we still have maps available to businesses, community members, and visitors. If
you would like maps, stop by the Chamber office or contact Ashley at
acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521. The map can be found online at:

beherevenango.org/map

Be Here Quarterly
We’re looking forward to our first event of Be Here
Quarterly, a series of community conversations
around challenges we face in the Venango Area and
how we can work together to tackle them.
The topic will be “Community Development.”
Limited seats are available. Find the details below
and please RSVP by March 13 to Ashley at
acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521.

Wednesday, March 27 • 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Cranberry
Light hors d’oeuvres provided
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Membership Directory to Publish Soon
We have started working on the 2019 Membership Directory and
want to make sure your listing is accurate and up-to-date.
The directory is your resource for local
businesses, including a list of members
organized
both
alphabetically
and
categorically, with contact information.
Visit members.venangochamber.org/list to
check your listing and let us know if there is
anything you’d like us to change. Our new
website allows your listing to be more
dynamic than ever. Membership directories
will be mailed out to members within the
next couple of months.

Gibbons Hires Social Media Marketing Specialist
The latest addition to the Gibbons
Business Solutions, LLC team is Social
Media
Marketing
Specialist Tara Fleming. She will be
assisting with creating and posting
social media content and graphics for
businesses whom GBS manages social
media content. Tara is also a talented
photographer and will be utilizing those
skills at GBS as well, capturing images
for social media posts, websites and
print publications.
Tara is excited to be introduced to local
businesses and interacting with and getting to know the
community better. She was born and raised in Virginia, married a
Franklin native while he was stationed in Norfolk, and moved
here when he left the Navy in 2009.
The growth of GBS, a Franklin based marketing company, has
created a need to expand their team in three directions: office
staff, social media marketing/management, and web
design. President/CEO Holly L. Gibbons says she anticipates
filling several more positions in 2019.
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Spring Style Show at Belles Lettres
The Belles Lettres Club and Something
Clever will present a Spring Style Show and
Dessert Bar at the Belles Lettres Club house
(405 West First Street) on Saturday March
30, at 1 p.m.
Cost is $15 and includes dessert and
beverage. Call Jeanette Thompson at (814)
677-4745 for tickets.

Jones Party Magic to Open Fun Center
Jones Party Magic, Franklin-based
supplier of inflatable play structures,
tables
and
chairs,
canopies,
concession equipment, and more, is
opening a “fun center” in the
Cranberry Mall.
The center will be for all ages children
with rooms for parties and more, and
will open on March 6.
Learn more the fun center, including hours and pricing, by visiting
the Jones Party Magic Inc. Facebook page

Oil City vs. Cancer Alumni Basketball Game
The Kirtland Cancer Foundation has teamed up with Oil City Area
School District and New York Life to bring an alumni basketball
game and fundraiser event to Oil City High School.
The event is being held in honor of Eric Lendrum, an Oil City High
School class of 2010 graduate, who recently passed following a
battle with Synovial Sarcoma. Half of the proceeds from the event
will go to Eric’s family and the other half will go to the
foundation.
The game will feature a co-ed Oil
City alumni team against the
current senior class from the 2019
boys and girls basketball teams.
The game will begin at 7 p.m. and
there will be a Chinese auction,
50/50 raffle, and concessions.
Tickets will be $6 for adults and $4
for seniors, students, and children.
Visit the Facebook page for more
details by searching “Oil City vs.
Cancer”

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

5

Leadership Venango Holds 6th Session - Importance of an Educated Workforce
On Wednesday, February 13, the Venango Leadership
Class met at Clarion University - Venango for the
monthly class which focused on preparing a ready
workforce, career and education alliances, 40
developmental assets and generational differences. The
information presented was a mix of new ideas in
addition themes formerly introduced during prior
meetings.
Tammy Dulaney, Coordinator for Continuing Education
at Clarion University, started the day with a deeper
insight into the state higher education system (PASSHE)
and their relationship with employers, students and
career training opportunities. Notable points included
the availability of state funds that will reimburse
employers for their investment in training costs for their
employees in addition to a list of state-approved
apprenticeships that students can also utilize as credits
toward a degree. Tammy is available to local businesses
and students to help connect them to these resources!

determining the overall success and general wellness of
youth as they age into adulthood. There are many
external factors to be mindful of as we all play a vital
role in shaping the success (or not) of developing our
youth. Judy Etzel, staff writer at The Derrick, and
Heather Motter, Cranberry High School English Teacher,
followed that conversation up by sharing their
experience working together under the state-initiated
Teacher in the Workforce program. This discussion
Next up, Eileen Mullen, Program Coordinator for reminded attendees of the importance of empathy,
Crawford County K-12 Career Education Alliance, curiosity and shared knowledge that impact all of our
wowed the class with evidence of the growing lives.
partnerships between Crawford area businesses and
Finally, Susan Hileman, Strategic Business Advisor for
School Districts to provide educational opportunities,
NWIRC NW Region, made a return visit to the class with
career readiness experiences and much more for local
a presentation on generational differences. This
students throughout each year. How can all this be
conversation focused on the preferred learning habits,
accomplished with limited funds and staffing? Simply
general societal views and unique experiences within
put, passion and effective communication techniques to
each generation. All of factors shape a person's
garner support. This left the class clamoring for more
personality, attitude, work mindset and much more
and a keen interest on seeing something like this
which needs to be considered when making decisions in
develop within Venango County.
the workplace.
Over lunch, Matt LaVerde, Asst. Exec. Director of IU5,
Leadership Venango will meet again on March 13th at
focused his discussion on the importance of the 40
Komatsu in Franklin. For more information visit
developmental assets that play a pivotal role in
leadershipvenango.org

Would your business hire someone directly out of high
school? Do you have or anticipate that you will have open
positions? Would you like the opportunity to meet this
potential workforce in one day? Be a part of the Student
Employment Event happening this spring!
Register by April 15 by visiting bit.ly/2019SEE
For more information, contact Sarah Campbell at
scampbell@vtc1.org or (814) 677-3097 x1137
Sponsored by the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, Oil Region School Counselors Association, School & Industry
Partnership Group, and the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
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Annual Chamber Board Retreat
The Board of Directors of the Venango
Chamber met for their annual planning
retreat on February 21 in the newly
renovated meeting rooms of the First
Presbyterian Church in Oil City. The
location was perfect for the group to meet
for a group discussion and then break out
for committee planning.
The objective of the day was to review the
current
strategies,
document
accomplishments and layout tasks for
2019.
See our list of board members on the back

Get Involved!
The Venango Chamber has several committees who would welcome the involvement of members. If you are
interested in learning more about what any of the committees are currently working on and how they are
advancing the Chamber’s strategic plan, contact Susan Williams. Current active committees include:
•
•
•
•

Advocacy
Leadership
Education
Membership

Additional event committees are Oil Heritage Festival, Cranberry Festival and Chamber Annual Golf Scramble.

Tech Tip: Defining Your Social Media Strategy
When posting on social media for your business, instead
of sharing random content whenever you feel like it, we
encourage you to define your strategy and stick to it. An
article on buffer.com says: “A strategy is not a to-do list,”
and “A strategy is where you’re headed, a plan is how
you’ll get there.”
Ask these questions when creating your strategy:
•
•
•

Why do you want to be on social media?
Who is your target audience?
What are you going to share?
Where are you going share?
When are you going share?

Previously “social media tips,” our tech tips will focus on
various ways to use technology within your business, with
•
topics related to social media, data and measurements,
You should be constantly tracking, evaluating, and tools, and storytelling. They are inspired by the Chamber’s
evolving. Rather than posting on social media just for new “Tech Talks,” which are monthly discussions around
the sake of posting, a social media strategy requires you advanced strategies for marketing your business. Contact
to look at the big picture, helping you reach your goals.
us if you’d like to be involved.
•

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Bridge Builders Holds Week of Giving—March 18-22
Bridge Builders Community Foundations (BBCF) will
host the Week of Giving this month—a campaign to spur
collective charitable giving and garner excitement that
will allow donors to give to numerous nonprofits
throughout our region.

nonprofits that are meeting
those needs,” said Trenton
Moulin, executive director of
BBCF. “So many nonprofits of
all sizes are making our area a
better place and we want to
Last year, more than $240,000 was raised through the
celebrate that and showcase
Week of Giving, with 128 nonprofits participating.
all that charities do.”
Approximately 150 nonprofits have signed up this year,
and the foundation hopes to raise even more towards Beginning on March 18 at 9 a.m., community members
organizations making a difference in our community.
can visit bbcfgives.org and make donations to both small
and large organizations, ranging from children & youth
“This campaign isn’t only about donations; it’s about
and libraries, to environmental and arts & culture.
educating people on our community’s needs and the
Donations by check must be in BBCF’s possession by 4
p.m. on Thursday, and online donations end at 5 p.m. on
Friday.
To learn more, visit bbcfgives.org and find BBCF on
Facebook at facebook.com/B.B.CommunityFoundations.

High Above 80 Completes Business Plan
With High Above 80 into it’s three
year anniversary, the band worked
hard in the later part of 2018 to
complete its business plan for the
next two.

has not only jumped right into the
song list as it was, but is adding new
depth to it,” he says. The band also
brought on a 2nd guitarist (Johnny
C.) to dual it out with Frenchy on a
wide range of two-guitar songs. The
“Learning experiences dictated the
band is now a six-piece ensemble,
content,” says Frenchy Garcia, the
capable of much more musically
plan’s architect. “Of course, it’s
complex material.
about the music,” he reports. “But so
are the needs of our venues, the For 2019 & beyond, High Above 80
level of professionalism required to is willing to do benefits for veterans
work consistently with our agent, groups
and
volunteer
fire
and
a
litany
of
other departments, and perhaps a pair of
factors. Upgrading aging equipment, other charities.
policies for our musicians, and
“We’ll continue our focus on upscale
which charities to consider – all
venues and other spots where a 6
have been addressed,” he says.
piece act fits on stage. Our mission
“We did this in the midst of remains to deliver the best music,”
personnel matters, including the says Frenchy. “Jefferson Starship,
replacement of our former F- Quarterflash, Janet Jackson, REO
vocalist,” he added. “We are elated Speedwagon and Heart songs from
with what Sunny Waters, our new the classic era work well with bigger
singer, has brought to the table. She bands.” And for those who want
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more of a contemporary flair, the
band also cranks out artists such as
Kesha, Lady Gaga, Miley Cyrus &
Katy Perry.
Booked
by
Great
Lakes
Entertainment (Mike Lotz, agent 814-392-3134), High Above 80 does
corporate events, grand openings,
fraternal clubs, or any other
situation where a top-notch, diverse
& powerhouse rock-centered band
is needed. See more at http://
facebook.com/HighAbove80
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How to Host a Business After Hours Mixer
Are you looking to meet local
business owners, or introduce your
new business, products, or services
to the community? A mixer is an
excellent way to get together in
person and gain new contacts. If you
want to gain more exposure for your
business
and
increase
your
company’s
brand
awareness,
consider hosting a chamber mixer.
Here are some tips for doing so:
Consider Your Guest List
The main point of hosting a business
mixer is to network with fellow
business owners, managers, and
employees. The Chamber will
promote your mixer and extend an
invitation to all other members, but
you can create a guest list which
reflects your business’s goals. Let us
know who you really would like to
see there and feel free to extend an
invitation directly to those you know
personally.
Location, Location, Location
Choosing the right venue for your
mixer is important. If possible, you
should host your event in your
business; this will get people into
your location and promote your
services or products. If your
business space isn’t large enough,
consider a venue with plenty of

room to mingle but quiet enough for
guests to easily converse. Perhaps
you can co-host your mixer with
another Chamber member who has
a great space. A location that is
visually pleasing and comfortable
will make a lasting impression on
your attendees, and catering and
beverages services are a must!
Make It Fun
You want your guests to enjoy
themselves, stay throughout the
event, and associate your company
with the mixer, so don’t think the
evening has to be “all business.”
Consider including entertainment,
music, and door prizes, to put your
guests in a great mood.
Remember It’s About Networking
Create
an
atmosphere
that
encourages mingling. Don’t place too
many chairs and tables around;
instead, make sure people are
walking around, talking, and
exchanging information. Include a
table to display merchandise or
brochures about your services and
products. Finally, remember to keep
it light and talk with as many guests
as you can; try not to overwhelm the
evening
with
speeches
and
presentations.

Set the Date

Contact the Chamber a few months
ahead of when you’d like to schedule
your mixer, so we can make sure the
date is available, design an
invitation, and begin letting our
members know about the mixer.
Support Others
People like to support those who
support them. Plan to attend other
Chamber mixers before yours. Come
and begin building relationships
with other members and personally
extend the invitation to them to visit
your business.
Contact us at (814) 676-8521 or
chamber@venangochamber.org, or
stop into our office at 24 Seneca
Street in Oil City to begin planning
your chamber business after hours
mixer.

SBDC Workshops & Seminars
The Clarion University Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is hosting many upcoming workshops and
seminars in the Venango and Clarion areas:
WordPress Beginners: Thursday, March 7, Oil City
Fair Labor Standards Act: Tuesday, March 19, Clarion
WordPress Advanced: Thursday, March 21, Oil City
LaunchLINK: Wednesday, March 27, Clarion
Find more details at clarion.edu/sbdc/training

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Cranberry Business Expo
The Cranberry Township Economic & Development
Committee will host the fourth Cranberry Expo at the
Cranberry Mall on Tuesday, March 19, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Cranberry businesses and local non-profits will have
table displays during the event, which is open to the
public at no charge.
In addition to showcasing businesses, the expo provides
the opportunity to network with Cranberry Township
supervisors, committee volunteers, political candidates,
and local officials. Each year, the Expo features a specific

message for the Cranberry
residents.
This
year,
the
Township will share the Senior
Living Complex Master Plan. In
addition, Erik Johnson, Senior
Planner and County Recycling
Coordinator with the Venango
County
Regional
Planning
Commission, will answer questions about the proposed
Recycling Facility. The event will also run parallel to the
Cranberry Mall Family Night.
“This is a unique opportunity for a Cranberry Business
to get in front of the community in a one-stop event.
Even if your business doesn’t cater to the general walkin clientele, this is a chance to let someone know what
you do and what type of jobs might exist,” said Lisa
Groner, Economic and Development Committee Member
and Cranberry Expo Chairperson. “It is also an
opportunity to let the community know you care and
want to be a part of the community. It is a fun filled,
educational evening for businesses and residents.”
If a Cranberry business would like to have a table
display, at no charge, please contact the Cranberry
Township Building to request a registration form by
calling (814) 676-8812 by March 15.

The form can also be found on the Cranberry Township
website at www.cranberrytwp.org.

Friends of Drake Well Pancake Breakfast—March 2
Friends of Drake Well, Inc. will host an all-you-can-eat pancake
breakfast fundraiser on Saturday, March 2, from 8 a.m. to noon
at the Titusville YMCA Educational Building (528 West Main
Street, Titusville).
All proceeds will benefit Drake Well Museum and Park’s
educational outreach program. Every year, the museum’s
outreach educators and volunteers travel throughout
Pennsylvania, spreading awareness of energy creation,
development and utilization.
For more information about the
Pancake Breakfast or other
museum programs, call (814)
827-2797,
visit
www.drakewell.org or find them
on Facebook at Drake Well
Museum and Park.
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Help Us Show That #VenangoWorks!

VenangoWorks! is the name of the Chamber’s monthly
newsletter, inspired by the #hashtag movement and our way of
acknowledging and collecting great experiences people have
with our businesses.
Now that we are routinely sharing our newsletter content on our
blog and social media, we’ll make sure to tag posts with
#VenangoWorks. This is a great way to search and see all the
good things going on.
We’re hoping you’ll join us by using the hashtag #VenangoWorks
in your posts. After having a great experience, share a picture,
tweet, or post, and make sure to use the hashtag
#VenangoWorks.
If you’re unfamiliar with hashtags, read our blog post “So What is
a Hashtag Anyways?” by visiting venangochamber.org/blog and
searching “hashtag.”
So get sharing, and let’s show everyone that Venango Works!

Detox & De-Stress at the YWCA
Multiple local, woman-owned businesses are working together
for a Detox & De-Street Workshop on Saturday, April 6, at the Oil
City YWCA.
Eckert Chiropractic, Core
Goods, Light Heart Yoga, and
Honest Aromas will provide a
day of yoga, a restorative
walk, aromatherapy, foam
rolling, and a nutritious
lunch.
The event is limited to 30
people. Learn more and sign
up by visiting the YWCA at
109 Central Avenue or calling
(814) 676-6528.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Business Review & Forecast Scavenger Hunt
Written by Deacon French, Cranberry High School 12th grade student

Did you know that Spilling the Beans offers an outdoor dining
patio overlooking the beautiful Allegheny River or that Harry
Parker recently built a replica of Chip and Joanna Gaines’
farmhouse inside Parker Furniture Store?
We did not know either of these things until we recently read
about them in the Business Review & Forecast in “The Derrick”.
In Mrs. Motter’s English class this week we have been working
on a scavenger hunt designed to raise our awareness of what our
area has to offer.
We have learned about local companies, what they do, how they
are currently expanding, and what they see in their futures. We
also found it to be extremely cool that Clark's Donuts now
delivers as far as Erie, and delivers up to 80 places daily.
Overall I would say before this
assignment in class I wouldn’t
know any of this awesome
stuff that was going on in
Venango County, but after this
project I think I might be
reading “The Derrick” more
often.

Gretchen Johnson was born and raised in
Venango County and currently works as
the executive director at the Oil City
Housing Authority.
She is proud to call our area home and
told us: “I love to say ‘bloom where you
are planted’ and, looking back over the
last 30 years, I feel that I have done just
that enjoying success at every level of my journey, because I was
‘blooming’ right here in Venango County—my home. “
You can read Gretchen’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Main Street Program Prepares for Busy Spring
The next few months are full of events and initiatives
for the Oil City Main Street Program (OCMS). Save the
date for the following happenings:
Farmers’ Market Meeting - March 5
The Oil City Farmers’ Market is gearing up for the 2019
season! Applications are now being accepted from
vendors selling fruits & vegetables, plants & flowers,
meat, eggs, honey, handcrafted items, and similar
products. Vendors must register with OCMS and
comply with PA Department of Agriculture regulations.
A Vendor Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 5, at
9 a.m. in the basement of the Oil City Library.

Spring Wine Walk - April 24
It’s almost time to wine!
The “Oil City Uncorked”
Wine Walk is on Friday,
April 26, in the South Side
Business District from 4:30
-8:30 p.m., and will feature
an
evening of
wine
sampling in various businesses within the district.
Tickets for the event will be on sale in mid-March at
Tipsy Chef as well as online.

With questions or for more information about these
events, contact the Oil City Main Street Office at (814)
Historic Window Rehab Workshop - April 13
677-3152 ext. 101 or kbailey@oilregion.org, or visit
The OCMS Program and Oil their
Facebook
page
or
website
at
Region Alliance are co-hosting www.oilcitymainstreet.org.
a Historic Window Rehab
Workshop on Saturday, April
13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
Exhibition Room on the first
floor of the National Transit Building Annex. The
workshop is geared to building owners wanting to
learn how to extend the lives of their older wood
windows, which can improve energy efficiency and
preserve historical character.
There is no fee to attend the workshop, but RSVPs are
appreciated to info@oilregion.org. Please contact Jenn
Burden at jburden@oilregion.org or 814-677-3152 x
116 for more information.
Cleanup & Adopt-A-Block - April 17
OCMS’s Safe, Clean & Green Committee is planning a
Community Cleanup event for Wednesday, April 17.
Local businesses and groups are invited to select an
area of town to spruce up by sweeping, washing
windows, picking up litter, and raking debris. Various
shifts will be available, and a limited number of
supplies and refreshments will be provided. Groups are
also encouraged to register for Adopt-A-Block, and
agree to monitor and clean their designated area
several times from spring through fall.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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FLEX to Recognize Local Young Professionals—Friday, April 5
Have you ever heard the comment: “All young people
have to leave our area to be successful”? We know
this is absolutely untrue, and on Friday, April 5, we
will recognize 12 professionals under the age of 40
who are making a difference in Venango County.

Barrow-Civic Theatre in Franklin, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Community members can register by visting
venangochamber.org/flex-presents and FLEX is also
welcoming sponsorships.

These nominees’ professions range from business
owners and accountants, to psychologists and
engineers, and all contribute to our community in
significant ways.

The evening of FLEX Presents is full of networking,
delicious food and drink, and a presentation about
these young professionals and FLEX.
All professionals are invited to attend the event, not
just young professionals, and it will take place at the

CONGRATULATIONS NOMINEES!
Rachel Brosnahan, Singing Sparrow Designs
Ashley Cowles, Venango Chamber & Core Goods
Jill Harry, PennDOT
Nicholas Hess, The Printer’s Cabinet & Curiosities
Angela Kuhaneck, Electralloy
Jim Marshall, King’s Landscaping

Ashley McCauley, Rossbacher Insurance
Laura Ordaz, Komatsu Mining Corp.
Stephen Reinsel, Wagner Family Eye Care
Sallie Richards Bartram, Rural Mental Health
Ashley Smith, County of Venango
Rachel Stiller, Borchers Americas

Nominee bios will be shared in the April edition of the FYI newsletter

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Born and raised in Oil City,
Nicole Novicki now lives in
Seneca and works for Venango
County Human Services as a
System of Care Coordinator.

cheerleader” at sporting events. She grew up along Oil
Creek, and still appreciates the outdoors in our region,
where she takes small trips looking for hidden gems.

Also in her free time, Nicole enjoys browsing real estate
and checking out all the neat properties (both
After graduating from Oil City commercial and residential). Although she’s not able to
High School, she attended invest now, she would love to see old buildings and
Clarion University, Venango, homes in our area be brought back to life.
where she earned an associate’s
Nicole will always work in a field where she can help
degree in Criminal Justice, then went on to obtain a
others and plans to continue assisting with service and
bachelor’s degree in psychology from main campus.
communication gaps between human services
Nicole worked in Clarion County at Children and Youth departments, service providers, school districts, and
Services for more than eight years, but began her new community members.
career with Venango County Human Services in
“I love being part of a close-knit community and being
January, and is looking forward to making new
able to serve the area I grew up in,” she said. “There are
connections in her home community.
some large areas of need in our community, but there
She’s a mom of three and spends time taking her kids is also a lot of potential, given the right resources.” Nice
to various activities and being their “biggest to meet you, Nicole, and welcome to FLEX!

Choose Your Attitude (It’s the One Thing You Always Have a Choice About)
This months TED talk is from a TEDx event. TEDx is a program that has allowed smaller communities or
individuals to host their own self-organized TED events. This allows TED speakers to reach a bigger audience
and the event can be tailored to a communities needs.

Debra Searle rowed across the Atlantic Ocean by herself. She started the journey with her then husband but
when he had to be rescued due to his severe anxiety, she decided to continue the trek alone. Debra said she had
constant thoughts of shark attacks, being run over by large container ships, and never being found by her team
back in England. She soon realized the only thing she could actually control was her attitude.

Save the Date!
Bike ‘n Brew
July 20, 2019

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521
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So, each morning she “chose her attitude” for the day and clung
to it. It’s a fantastic story about her journey and her decision to
take control of her life. Find it here: bit.ly/TEDxDebra

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Sam Breene, one of our newest
members of FLEX, is a Venango
County native who has recently
returned to the area.

In reference to his greatest achievements, Sam said that
his career in public service and politics has been
rewarding in many ways. He is especially proud to say
he was the campaign manager for U.S. Representative
Mike Kelly’s victorious re-election campaign, which was
Sam was born and raised in Oil
hotly contested and drew national attention.
City and attended Oil City schools
and The Kiski School in Saltsburg, Sam loves the outdoors, including spending time on the
PA. Upon graduation, he went on river, and all the activities available in our region such
to Allegheny College in Meadville. as kayaking, hiking, golf, shooting, skiing and ATVing.
He said his favorite local spots to eat are the Yellow Dog
Currently, Sam is a Senior Staff member for U.S.
Lantern Restaurant and Villa Italia Ristorante.
Congressman Mike Kelly and has recently announced
he will be running for Venango County Commissioner. Sam is excited to be spending more time in Venango
Sam stated, “I hope to be elected so that I can use my County and for “the opportunity to contribute to a
professional experience and relationships to better community with such a special history and in which my
serve this region that I care about deeply.”
personal history is deeply rooted.”

Leadership Development Resources for Young Professionals
Don’t forget to take advantage of the new FLEX Leadership Development
Resources (LDR) drive! Located in Google Drive, it’s full of books, podcasts,
videos, and more, to help educate and inspire young professionals.

Find the drive at: bit.ly/FLEXLDR
The drive was created by the FLEX Membership Committee, who will also be
hosting presentations as part of the Speaker Series very soon. Contact
Committee Chair Laura Ordaz at laura.ordaz@mining.komatsu to learn more
or contribute to the drive or speaker series.

FLEX Member Highlight: Megan Madden
Congratulations
to
Megan
Madden on her recent job
promotion! Previously a Staff
Accountant at McGill, Power, Bell
& Associates, she is now a Senior
Accountant.
As a member of the accounting
and auditing team, Megan takes
part in the compilation, review
and audit services to non-profits,
for-profit, and governmental
entities. She is also a certified fraud examiner and in charge of
scheduling for Franklin's non-profit attestation engagements.
In the future, Megan plans to obtain her CPA license.
Besides her job promotion, Megan was also recently elected
for a two-year term on the Titusville Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors. Keep up the great work, Megan!

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Busy Is Not a Badge of Honor
Being busy has become a status symbol in society. How
often do you reply with “busy,” when someone asks
how you are, or hear people practically bragging about
how booked their calendars are?
But are the activities filling our schedules actually
leading to something meaningful?
In his article titled “Busy Is Not a Badge of Honor,”
Brian de Haaff says: “There is a difference between
busy work and meaningful work. As Thomas Edison
once wisely put it, ‘Seeming to do is not doing.’”
As young professionals, we spend time building our
careers, socializing, getting involved in the community,
learning the ins and outs of “adulthood,” and, for some,
starting families. It can be overwhelming and
exhausting, but it doesn’t always have to be that way.

a purpose and making progress towards goals that
serve it,” as stated in the article.

There is only so much time in the day, so we encourage
you to use yours efficiently, and give to what matters
Check in with yourself to see if you are giving your time most to you.
to busy or meaningful work. “Busy is not a badge of Read the full article, with tips for working
honor. It only leads to greatness if you are working for meaningfully, at bit.ly/busy-not-badge-honor.

FLEX members had a great time at the Dinner
& Show Social on February 1 (photo left) and
the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Annual Dinner on February 27 (photo right).

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
• Peek’n Peak Social: Saturday, March 2, 12 p.m. Peek’n Peak Resort - Erie

• Membership Committee Meeting: Sunday, March 3, 11:45 p.m., Karma
Coffee Company

Please join us in welcoming our newest
FLEX members:

Joel King
Nicole Novicki
Emily Lewis

• FLEX Presents Planning Meeting: Monday, March 11, 5 p.m.,
Barrow-Civic Theatre
• Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee Meeting:
Tuesday, March 12, 12 p.m., Venango Chamber (or call in)
• Bike ’n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, March 12, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber
• St. Patrick’s: Tuesday, March 19, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber

Interested in becoming a member? Ask
for a form at the next event or meeting,
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.

• Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, March 19, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber

Connect with us:

FLEX
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●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Friday, April 5, 2019
Barrow-Civic Theatre | 6:30-8:30 PM
Cocktail Attire | $20 per person
RSVP: (814) 676-8521,
tbyham@venangochamber.org, or
venangochamber.org/flex-presents

Sponsor the Event

Support initiatives that keep young leaders active in our community through work and
civic engagement. This event will celebrate young professionals and leaders who make
a difference here in Venango County.

$500 Major Sponsor
Your name and logo will appear in all promotions such as newspaper articles,
emails, website, and social media posts. Your logo will also be on tables at the
event, in the event program, and on multi-media slides that will run throughout the
night of the event.

$250 Event Sponsor
Your logo will be on our website and appear in the event program and on
multi-media slides that will run throughout the night of the event.

$100 Patron Sponsor
Your name will be on our website appear in the event program and on
multi-media slides that will run throughout the night of the event.
Sponsorship is appreciated by March 22, 2019 to ensure full recognition

Sponsor Name as it should appear on recognition
Contact
Address
Phone
□ Check Enclosed

□ Invoice me (Chamber Members only)

If paying by credit card, please print the numbers on the lines provided below:
_ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ 3-Digit Code _

_ _

Expiration

_ _/_ _

Billing Zip _

____

Mail Payment to Venango Chamber: 24 Seneca Street, PO Box 376, Oil City, PA 16301 | Phone: (814) 676-8521

