Chamber Members Focus on
Environmental Responsibility
See page 3
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves, and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Dunham Consulting & Associates, Inc.

Contact: Isaiah Dunham
3028 State Route 257
Seneca, PA 16346
idunham@redhtech.com
www.redhtech.com

GEMS Donation Station
Contact: Ellen Gierlach
534 Allegheny Blvd
Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 346-4066
info@gemsdonationstation.com

Dunham Consulting and Associates, Inc. (DBA Red
Horizon Technologies) is a premier technology
company that specializes in all aspects of business
technologies, communications and networking by
offering telephone systems, voice mail auto
attendants, site wiring - voice, data, and fiber optic,
paging systems, video surveillance and more.

Empowering Venango County;
donation
by donation,
Photo
by Richard
Sayer
purchase by purchase Gems Donation Station truly
will be giving back to the Venango County
communities.

Friday, April 5 • 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Barrow-Civic Theatre
We invite you to join us in celebrating local young professionals at FLEX
Presents! All community members are invited to attend. See nominee bios in
the FYI insert in this newsletter.

Join Us for a Membership 101 Event in April
Are you a new member of the Venango Chamber? A We’re especially excited to show you how to use the
current member of the Chamber looking to maximize new Chamber database to check and update your
your membership?
directory listing and access member only features.
Join us for a Membership 101 event to learn about your We’ll be holding two sessions at the Chamber (located
Chamber, how to get involved, and how the Chamber at 24 Seneca Street in Oil City), to best accommodate
can help grow your business.
our members:
Session 1: Tuesday, April 23, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Session 2: Thursday, April 25, 12 - 1 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided. Please register online at
members.venangochamber.org/events or call (814)
676-8521.
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Chamber Members Focus on Environmental Responsibility
Happy Earth Month! April 22 is
officially Earth Day, but many
celebrate “Earth Month” for all of
April. Several Chamber members
make efforts to be environmentally
responsible, including:

Webco Industries

As a local manufacturer and
community leader, Webco Industries
is committed to improving processes
and reducing the environmental
impact of their waste streams
Victorian City Art & Frame
wherever possible. In addition to
complying with all regulatory
This frame shop in Franklin uses all
requirements,
the
following
LED lighting, reuses incoming boxes
During the month of April, Core
recycling programs exist at Webco:
and packaging materials for shipping
Goods will host a “Earth Month
out products, and sells old frames to • All metal waste products
Contest,” with prizes offered for
local artists who can re-purpose • Sorbit collection system that taking
steps
to
be
more
them at a very reasonable price. The
keeps over 40,000 pounds of oils environmentally-friendly, like using
business also recently started
a reusable water bottle or coffee
from being landfilled each year
recycling all other corrugated boxes • Aerosol can puncturing system
mug, shopping with a tote bag, and
with Moonlight Packaging in Oil City • Corrugated cardboard bailing
conserving water (learn more at
and donates scrap mat boards to
core-goods.com/earth-month).
• Office paper collection
Child Development Centers for art
• Wood pallets
Oil City Main Street Program
programs.
• Plastic bottles and containers
Each year, the Oil City Main Street
Other notable highlights are their Program hosts a Cleanup Day—this
commitment to monthly employee year on Wednesday, April 17—to
education
&
training
on encourage community members to
environmental topics and moving pick up litter and debris throughout
high use items to bulk container town. Businesses and organizations
purchasing to eliminate the need for can also “Adopt A Block,” throughout
so
many
small
disposable the year and keep that section of
containers. They are also currently town clean.
conducting an investigation on
transitioning to electric powered
mobile equipment instead of
combustible engines.
Core Goods
Although they haven’t found a
solution for their glass as most of it
has special coatings, they do have a
line of FSC and PEFC certified
moulding which ensure the product
comes from responsibly managed
forests that promote sustainability.

Year-round, this market in Oil City
encourages customers to reuse
containers to fill with bulk foods, nut
butters, olive oil, kombucha, and
more. The store composts scraps
and paper bags, uses vegetable We encourage you to make
scraps for homemade broth, and environmentally-friendly decisions,
not only during April, but
Personally, staff enjoys the local recycles what can’t be reused.
throughout the year, in your
farmers market on Saturday
Core Goods also focuses on local business and your home!
mornings for refreshments or
foods, such as organic vegetables,
flowers for the gallery, and if they
meat, and bread, which creates less Pictured on the cover: Charlie Cotherman,
need to run an errand in town, they
pollution and reduces the amount of 2018 Young Professional of the Year and
choose to walk anywhere within a
pesticides
that
affect
the pastor at Oil City Vineyard Church,
participates in Oil City Cleanup Day
couple miles in any season.
environment and people’s health.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Rep. James Receives Appreciation from SBDC
Representative R. Lee James’ received a certificate of
appreciation from the Clarion University Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) for his support of the center. Lee’s
support provides the critical funding that enabled the SBDC to
provide no cost consulting services along with valuable tools and
resources to help businesses
make better decisions.
Over the past five years, the
SBDC has helped over 200
individuals, entrepreneurs and
business owners in District 64
start 30 businesses and secure
more than $7 million in capital
formation.

CASA Provides “Sweet Cases” to Foster Children
CASA of Venango County invites you
to make a donation towards their
Sweet Cases. These blue bags provide
“hope for foster children.” They are
filled
with
hygiene
items,
entertainment, blankets, stuffed
animals, and more, bringing foster
children in Venango County joy,
comfort, and a sense of safety.
These kids have lost everything because of the choices of others
and the Sweet Cases can make a huge difference in their lives.
CASA accepts donations in the form of items or money, and is
also looking for volunteers. Call (814) 670-0550 or visit
www.casaofvenangocounty.org for more information.

YWCA Annual Yard Sale
We all love the idea of spring cleaning, but organizing a yard
sale can be a pain. The YWCA is doing the work for you with
their Annual Yard Sale event.
Donations
are
accepted
Monday, April 8, through
Friday, April 12, at noon.
Clothing,
televisions, and
computers are not accepted.
The sale will take place at the YWCA, located at 109 Central
Avenue in Oil City, on April 13 from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Any items
that do not sell will be donated to local charities. Call the YWCA
at (814) 676-6528 with questions.
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Chicks in the Sticks Registration Opens April 15
Registration begins Monday, April 15, for the sixth annual Chicks
in the Sticks. The event is on Saturday, June 15, at Oil Creek State
Park from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is a series of workshops designed for
women to introduce them to outdoor activities. The event is held
rain or shine. Registration is $45 and includes materials for all
four classes, a catered lunch, a t-shirt, and a bag of goodies. Also
part of the day are a 50/50 and Chinese Auction.
Classes include: Adventure Foods, Beekeeping, Cycling, Invasive
Species ID, Making Herbal Tinctures, Nature Terrarium, Painting
a Bird’s Nest, Self-Defense & Woodland Meditation & Yoga.
For a list of classes, registration, and more information on the
event, please visit: friendsocsp.org/events/chicks/cns.html.

Venango Museum Presents New Dinosaur Exhibit
The Venango Museum of Art, Science and Industry will reopen
for the 2019 season on Tuesday, April 2. For this year only, they
are excited for members, guests, and visitors to explore and
discover their brand new exhibit: “Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs,
Dinosaurs.”
Executive Director Betsy Kellner says: “This exhibit is a welcome
addition to our Black Gold or Black Magic? exhibit. It gives the
Museum a nice enhancement.” On display are a variety of
wooden dinosaur skeletons, pictures, scientific facts, and models
that will be sure to educate and engage people of all ages.
The Museum will celebrate Venango
County Museum Day on April 13 by
offering free admission to all.
The museum’s hours of operation
are Tuesday – Sunday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission rates are $7.00 for
adults, $5.00 for senior citizens
(62+) and students (12-18), $3.00
for children (6-11), and children
under 5 are always free.
If you have any questions please call
the Museum at (814) 676-2007.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Leadership Venango – Lessons on Business & Economic Development
The 2019 class of Leadership
Venango met for their 7th session to
learn and discuss diversity, local
economic development, and conflict
management. The session was
hosted by Komatsu and included a
tour
of
the
research
and
development facilities the company
uses to move their product forward.
Komatsu’s Alan McBride provided
the first presentation on Komatsu’s
approach to inclusion and diversity.
There is a strong business case for
making sure your teams are focused
on respect and having an open mind.
Having or allowing personal
judgements in a group causes people
to shut down and dampens
creativity. Alan shared how one of
the biggest hurdles can be getting
the executive team to buy into the
value of diversity and actively
promote open mindfulness. Working
with people who are different is all
about learning what we can from
people who see things from a
different perspective.
The biggest areas for improvement
include gender diversity, disability
inclusion, and cognitive diversity.
Cognitive diversity is simply
accepting different ways of problem
solving and different methods of
thinking.
Left
unchecked,
unacceptance of different ways of
thinking will obstruct a productive
work environment. Alan also shared
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with us how, as a company, Komatsu
works toward development of
individuals in these types of areas
through professional networking
and mentorship.

human resources (HR) professional
who is the director of HR at Matric
Limited and provides HR consulting
through Watkins HR Strategy. There
are many things that create conflict
in a workplace and in any group
The second part of the morning
involving people. The discussion of
involved an “MBA in an hour” where
causes of conflict correlates closely
Frank Hajduk discussed economics
with the discussion on diversity.
and particularly, the economics of
the local economy. He provided Many of the biggest issues start with
input on the capitalist and socialist barriers to communication and
dynamics of the American economy. respect of peoples’ position and
A lot of focus was put on our local perception.
There
are
many
economy, its history, its potential methods that people use to deal
future, and what it needs to succeed. with
conflict
ranging
from
detrimental to constructive, and the
The local economy is defined by its
most constructive way may not
job centers and everything within a
always be the same. In the end, there
one hour travel time. One of the
are real and measurable costs
most important dynamics, according
associated with conflict. Building on
to Mr. Hajduk, is the flow of money
the theme of the day, we need to
and product into and out of the local
learn how to manage conflict as part
economy. If money is brought into
of maximizing productivity and
the area, the area will see economic
enhancing the benefits of life in the
growth, but if money is carried or
local economy.
spent outside of the local area, it
hurts the local economy.
Pam challenged the group with
further reading of the book Fierce
This stressed the importance of the
Conversations by Susan Scott.
shop local mentality and the Be Here
initiative.
Leadership Venango will meet again
on April 10 at the Venango County
The final discussion was brought by
Fairgrounds on Empowering Your
Pamela Watkins about conflict
Community. For more information,
management. Pam is an experienced
visit leadershipvenango.org .
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Cross Pollination is Good For Business
If you have ever watched a bee visit flower to flower in
your garden, you understand how this species is vital
for the garden’s life. This same principal should be
applied to the community of business and development.
Cross pollination is essential in our region as small
businesses struggle to prosper and evolve to the needs
of the consumer.
Located in the southern tier of Venango County,
Emlenton is a community like many others in our region
that requires connectivity to other businesses for
survival.
One business, The Barnard House Bed and Breakfast, is
striving to promote the special qualities that make the 70% of the foods served will be regionally grown and
valley unique.
produced.
A Mother’s Day Tea themed “Women Celebrating
Women” and planned for May 11 has been uniquely
created by 11 regional businesses found in Armstrong,
Butler, Clarion, Crawford, Sharon and Venango Counties.
These 11 businesses are owned or co-owned by women.
When businesses share in the development and creation
of an event, there is so much more to offer the
consumer. The Mother’s Day Tea is beautifully set in an
aesthetic and intimate atmosphere along the river. The
event will feature items prepared by Chef Don Ras and

It is their hope that other businesses in our region will
continue cross pollination in other venues. To learn
more about this style of networking or to make a
reservation for this event, please call (724) 867-2261.
The 11 business involved in this event include: Core
Goods, DiVani Chocolatier, Do The Macarona, Going
With The Grain, Grateful Life Farm, Mirakai Farm, Plot
Twist Farm, Sandra Jackson Photography, Stella’s
Sundries, The Singing Sparrow, and The Barnard House
Bed ‘n Breakfast.

New Chamber Website Features Dynamic Membership Directory
We launched a new website in February and, if you
haven’t explored it yet, we invite you to visit
venangochamber.org and take a look. While we are very
happy with the clean design and modern feel of the site,
we are especially excited about the new membership
directory page.

Through connecting our new database to the website,
we can better keep information updated and tell the
stories of our members. The directory can be visited by
clicking the button on the home page, visiting the
“Membership”
page,
or
by
simply
visiting
members.venangochamber.org/list.
Users can find businesses alphabetically or by category,
or search for a name or key word in the bar at the top.
Listings now have the ability to display a logo, Google
map, and links to several forms of contact.
Soon, we will be sending members a link to create an
account for our “Member Information Center,” allowing
businesses to easily customize their own listings.
We invite you to attend our Membership 101 event on
April 23 or 26 to learn more about your how to make
the most of your online. See details about the event on
page 2 of this newsletter.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Community Conversation at Be Here Quarterly
While we spend a lot of our time
promoting the positives of our area
through the Be Here initiative, we
know there are challenges we face
here. Not one person or organization
can create change; it takes the whole
community coming together.
That’s exactly why we created Be
Here Quarterly—these events gather
Dan asked questions such as:
community members to have
conversations
and
brainstorm • What kind of community do you
possible solutions to help our region
want?
thrive.
• How is that different from how
things are in our community?
Our first session of Be Here
• Do you think things are getting
Quarterly was held on March 27 at
better, or worse?
the Holiday Inn Express & Suites in
• Are there some groups of people
Cranberry. Representatives from
who are affected more than
throughout the region attended from
others?
a variety of different fields, including
• What personal experiences have
manufacturing, education, economic
you had?
development, and recreation.
Participants brought up issues
We asked Dan Flaherty, executive
involving things to do in the area,
director of the Oil Region Library
transportation,
communication,
Association,
to
facilitate
a
safety, small business, and more.
“community conversation” at this
first event, something he has been We know there is work to be done,
doing throughout the region. These and we appreciate the input of the
conversations are a “turned- participants. If we want to create
outward” way to authentically change, we need to hear the
engage members of the community. perspectives and ideas from all
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community members, and work
together to make things happen.
Our next Be Here Quarterly event
will be specifically focused on the
topic of communications. We will
discuss how we can better share
information about amenities and
things to do in our region, reach
people through various avenues (not
just online), communicate across
communities, and work together to
spread the message that the
Venango Area is a great place to live,
work, and play.
More details about this next session
will be provided soon. If you would
like
to
have
a
community
conversation among your group or
organization, contact Dan Flaherty at
director@oilcitylibrary.org.
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Advocacy Committee Hosts Commissioner Candidate’s Forum
The Chamber’s Advocacy Committee
looks forward to hosting a
Candidates Forum on May 3, where
community members can learn
about the seven candidates for
County Commissioner and hear their
stance on local issues.

Find a list of County Commissioner
candidates and more information
about the forum in May on the insert
in this month’s newsletter.

Additional topics discussed at the
recent Advocacy Committee meeting
include
transportation,
blight,
The forum will start with breakfast poverty, workforce, connections
at the Quality Inn & Conference between communities, and business
Center in Franklin at 7:30 a.m., with opportunities.
the program following from 8 to
The purpose of this committee is to
9:30 a.m.
work with our elected officials and
The Advocacy Committee will be community partners to establish
compiling a list of topics to discuss regulations and policies that will
with the candidates, and input from affect the ability of a business to
the community is welcome. If you compete in the worldwide economy
have a question you would like and continue to generate income and
included, complete the form at jobs that will help to improve the
bit.ly/VACCForumQuestions
by quality of life in the Venango Area.
April 15.

If you are interested in getting
involved with our advocacy efforts,
contact
the
Chamber
at
chamber@venangochamber.org or
(814) 676-8521.

Register for the Candidates Forum at bit.ly/VACCForum

ORA Publishes 2019 Visitor Guide
The Tourism Promotion Advisory Council, a committee of the
Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA) has
recently published the newest version of the Oil Region
National Heritage Area Visitor Guide (pictured right). This
magazine style guide is full of area amenities and historical
information.
Following a “trails” theme, the guide takes you through the
region touching on heritage, recreation, and attractions as well
as culture, food and drink, and shopping. There are also
detailed maps of local cities and descriptions of local parks.
It’s packed with activities, events, and things to do in our
region as well as great photos and information. A PDF version
will be available on the oilregion.org website in the coming
weeks.
Grab your copy at the ORA office, located at 217 Elm Street in
Oil City, or at the Chamber. If you’d like a larger amount of
copies to have at your business, call Emily at (814) 677-3152.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Community Calendar of Events
Have you checked out the new calendar of events on the Be
Here website yet? This calendar is open to the entire
Venango County community to both view and post.
If you scroll to the bottom of the page, you’ll see a button
that says “add your event to the calendar.” Simply click this,
fill out the form with details, and submit it. We’ll review the
event, then post it to the calendar as soon as possible. The
event submissions can include photos, website links,
information about your organization, and more.
We encourage you to check it out and let us know if you have
any questions. The calendar can be found at:

beherevenango.org/events
Beginning in April, information about events submitted for the Chamber
newsletter will be listed in an “Events” section with a link to the Be Here calendar.

Making Your Mixer Memorable
In the last two issues of VenangoWorks!, we’ve shared
why mixers remain a valuable opportunity to bring
members of the business community together and then
how to go about planning to host an event at your
business.

business or simply have something new to share, like a
remodel or new products? Some of the most memorable
mixers have included a theme. Who could forget the
Hawaiian shirts and limbo contest more than a decade
ago? And the annual joint Christmas mixer at Cross
creek each December makes it on our calendar months
Now, we’d like to encourage you to consider how you
in advance, a sure sign of the upcoming holiday.
can make your mixer as unique as your business. At one
time, mixers were considered to be the like of a clique, So, why not plan for how you can make a memory
getting together just to “hob nob” and share drinks after around your business and plan a business afterhours
work. In the last decade, we have seen these events take that will keep your business top of mind for months or
on a very different flavor, each uniquely planned by the even years to come?
business or organization hosting.
While some things just seem to work well, like inviting
people to stop by from 5 to 7 p.m., before retiring to
home for the evening; everything else is open to your
designs. They can be held inside or out and include
elaborate feasting, light appetizers, or desserts. While
many hosts opt to serve beer and wine, it is not
necessary to serve alcohol to have a successful event.
The real key is to get excited about your business and
help us tell people why now is the time to visit you. Are
you celebrating an accomplishment? Are you a new

10

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

First Quarter Wrap-Up
At the end of the first quarter of another year, we are This quarter, members met on several occasions,
excited to share how much has already been including the Lee James Business Mixer, the Oil City
accomplished by you and your chamber.
High School Career Fair, and the Cranberry Mall Expo.
April, we’ll host our first Membership 101, where you
Continuing to follow our strategic plan and the
can learn how to best utilize your membership listing.
commitment to connect business to business, the
Chamber’s Annual Dinner brought together over 200 Leadership Venango met each month, in January at
business representatives to celebrate success in the UPMC, in February at Clarion University - Venango, and
region.
in March at Komatsu Mining Corp. After two more
sessions, this first class of 13 will graduate on May 22.
Save the date to join them for their celebration that
evening from 5 to 7 p.m.
Planning is well underway for the Oil Heritage Festival,
with a few tweaks planned to this year’s event.
A new offering for members are Tech Talks, held on the
third Friday of each month, at the Chamber from 8 to 9
a.m. This round table discussion is perfect for those
who are already established on social media, looking for
peers to network with, and share tips or explore
challenges.
Contact us if you are interested in
To add to the excitement, the new website at
participating in the next meeting.
www.venangochamber.org was launched that very day.
The new website put our member businesses front and Now that Spring has arrived and we all begin to move
center, sharing the stories of what they do and about more, we invite you to stop by the Chamber, let us
providing a dynamic directory that will continue to add know a great time to visit you, or check out our calendar
for the next chance to meet up at an event!
promotional value to each listing.

Tech Tip: Telling Your Story
Whether it’s on social media, your website, email, in a about videography. Tech Talks are on the third Friday of
press release, or through word of mouth, are you each month from 8-9 a.m. at the Chamber.
conveying your business’ story in a way that is
captivating your audience?
Storytelling can move people to take action and evoke
an emotional connection. It’s essential to build a brand
around your core values, then tell stories related to
those values.

Your stories should be informative, but to the point, and
they can be more impactful depending on the language,
images, video, tone, and colors you use.
For example, instead of Child Development Centers
announcing their 50 year anniversary and simply
providing facts about the centers, they share posts and
videos with alumni and parents telling stories of their
experiences.
We discussed storytelling at our Tech Talk in March,
and we invite you to join us at the April discussion

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Local Relay for Life Team Hosts Dining for a Cause
The Chocoholics for a Cause Relay for Life Team will host
"Dining for the Cause" during the month of May at
Various Venango County establishments. The team is
collaborating with restaurants in Venango County for the
opportunity for community members
to "dine out" and have a percentage of
their bill donated to the American
Cancer Society. Please plan on eating
out to help promote this event and
local businesses by choosing to dine
out at one or more.

The County Commissioners proclaim May as “Paint
Venango County Purple Month.” Don't forget to wear
your Purple in May to show support of Relay For Life!
In addition, The Chocoholics Team is collaborating with
the Cranberry Mall, and local small independent
businesses and crafters on Saturday, April 13, for a
"Spring into Spring" Vendor and Craft Show from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. There will also be a Chinese Auction with items
provided by participants.
Relay for Life offers the opportunity for businesses to
advertise and show their Support of Relay at the event
on June 1 at Oil City High School Track by sponsorships.
For questions regarding sponsorship opportunities and
events, contact Connie at (814) 758-2219 or
clshull@zoominternet.net.

Robyn Young Named APTAC Region 3 Director
Robyn Young, Government Contracting
Manager for the Northwest Commission
Procurement
Technical
Assistance
Center (PTAC), was recently appointed to
be a Regional Director of the Association
of Procurement Technical Assistance
Centers (APTAC).
Young will head Region 3, representing
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and
Maryland; there are 12 PTAC offices in
this region and nearly 100 across the country. She was officially
elected and recognized during the Spring 2019 APTAC
Conference in March in Reno, NV.
In addition to her duties as program manager of the Northwest
Commission PTAC, Robyn will serve on the board of APTAC and
represent Region 3 for a two-year term. APTAC’s Board and
Committees are comprised entirely of volunteers who represent
member PTACs. Robyn brings 7+ years of government
contracting experience to the Association and strives to be a
strong resource for new and seasoned PTACers.
PTACs are charged with assisting businesses in learning how to
do business with federal, state, and local governments. PTACs are
a local resource available at no or nominal cost that can provide
assistance to business firms in marketing their products and
services. They offer training to businesses on how to research
and bid on contracts, assist with registration requirements,
provide bid-matching services, and assist with pre and post
award contracting issues.
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Peaces for You Opens New Spa Suite
Peaces for You Massage Therapy, owned by Kammi Stiller and
located at 1047 Allegheny Avenue in Oil City, recently opened a
newly remodeled spa suite. “We are so excited to be able to
provide our clients with a relaxing environment for their
massages,” Kammi said. They offer a variety of different
massages including Swedish, Therapeutic, Deep Tissue,
Reflexology, Shiatsu, Lomi-Lomi, Pregnancy Massages and Hot
Stone Massages. The business also does a lot of myofascial work
utilizing hands-on techniques as well as cupping and kinesiology
taping. Their licensed and experienced therapists can aid you
into deciding which massage will be best suited for your needs.
Peaces for You works closely with the other businesses in their
building, including Eckert Chiropractic and Lynne Marshall’s
Headline Hair. A massage can be set up prior to your chiropractic
treatment to loosen muscles and relax you so that the
adjustment will be easier. Also, they offer spa packages with
Headline Hair where you could spend a day getting a facial,
manicure, pedicure, and massage. Aroma Therapy consults are
also available with Julia Allman of Honest Aromas. Essential oils
are for sale at their building or at the online aroma therapy store
at julliaallman.com.
“We want to offer our community quality services so that there
is no need to go out of town to find them,” Kammi said. Their
Licensed Therapists are Kammi Stiller, Ann Mathews, Meagan
Hartle, and AuDean Horner. Gift Certificates are available at
Headline Hair Reception for Mother’s Day, proms, and other
special occasions, and bridal party massages are offered as well.
Contact Peaces for You Massage Therapy at (814) 673-1761 with
questions or to schedule your next appointment.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Local Catering Business For Sale
Kathy Exley, owner of Classy Catering, is looking for the next
owner of her business. She is hoping to find someone who will
carry on the reputation of the business she has built over last
10+ years.
From corporate events and weddings, to family gatherings,
Classy Catering has filled catering needs around the region.
Kathy says her company “cares about family and community”
and they are committed to quality.
Any interested parties should contact Kathy at (814) 676-5605
or classycatering@comcast.net

As Loan Program Manager at the
Northwest Commission, Rebecca Beach
assists small businesses with financing.
She is a board member at the Venango
Area Chamber of Commerce, active
FLEX member, volunteer with United
Way, and board member for the
Friends of Oil Creek State Park.
Rebecca grew up in the Venango Area, attended college in Erie,
and returned here upon graduation. She applied for jobs in many
different cities and states, but ended up getting a position in the
area where she grew up, and she couldn’t be happier.
You can read Rebecca’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area! We want to share YOUR story too.
Just visit the website at www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
and click the “share your story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Get Involved in Oil Heritage!
Plans for the 41st Oil Heritage Festival are well
underway. Now is the time to consider how your
business or organization might want to be involved in
the week-long celebration, which kicks off with prefestival events on July 19th and concludes on July 28th.
If you are interested in planning an activity during the
festival, it is important to get the details together soon,
to be included in the festival schedule. The deadline for
these details is May 10. Contact Tessa at the Chamber
to learn what can be included.

sponsorship of the
festival.
These
commitments are also
due by May 10, for
maximum recognition
in printed materials.

One of the very best
ways to get involved
with OHF is to
volunteer! There are opportunities for you to help in
preparations or during the festival. Let us know if you’d
Additional opportunities to promote your business
like to help.
include advertising on the festival placemats and

Venango Region Catholic School Names President
Laura Blake, of Oil City, has been named
the Venango Region Catholic School’s first
president. Blake has been serving as
principal at Seton Catholic School in
Meadville, where she is also a faculty
member.
The campuses of the Venango Region
Catholic School are Venango Catholic High
School and St. Stephen Elementary School
in Oil City and St. Patrick Elementary School in Franklin. Blake’s
"lead by example" approach has led to success at Seton both as
an administrator and in the classroom as a teacher.
"Our board is excited and looking forward to beginning our work
with Laura," said Greg Merkel, chairman of the Venango Region
Catholic School board of directors. "Given her wealth of
knowledge and solid educational experience, we are certain that
school parents, faculty, staff and the entire community will
recognize her many talents and assist her in guiding the
continuing evolution of our new school," Merkel added.
Blake will immediately begin transitioning into her new role
with Venango Region. She has also served as the mentor for Erie
Diocese principal candidates and as a trainer for an Erie Diocese
program for teachers completing Level II certification.
In addition, she has chaired a Middle States accreditation
committee and served as chair for the diocesan Building in Truth
and Love strategic planning committee for school-level planning.
This article was originally published in The Derrick & The NewsHerald. It can be found at www.thederrick.com.
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Board of Directors
Matt Caldwell, Chairman
Jeannie Henry, Vice Chair.
Trenton Moulin, Treas.
Hope Lineman, Sec.
Rebecca Beach
Ryan Bell
Doug Eberle
Sheri Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Greg Merkel
Joyce Luton
Kim Reddinger
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Tessa Byham
Ashley Cowles
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Caldwell Printing Services

Chamber Events Calendar
APRIL

Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Clarion University
Northwest Commission

05
18
23
25

FLEX Presents, Barrow-Civic Theatre, 6:30 p.m.
Chamber Board Meeting, 8 a.m.
Membership 101, 7:30 a.m.
Membership 101, 12 p.m.

03
16
16
22

Candidates Forum, Quality Inn, 7:30 a.m.
Chamber Board Meeting, 12 p.m.
Business After Hours Mixer, Klapec Trucking, 5-7
Leadership Venango Graduation, Transit Building, 5-7

Webco Industries
Agway
Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
King’s Landscaping
Komatsu
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law

MAY

UPMC Northwest
Northwest Bank
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

President / CEO
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG
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Celebrating Local Young Professionals
We are looking forward to FLEX Presents—an event FLEX has been hosting
since 2012! We hold FLEX Presents not only to recognize the nominees (see
bios below), but to celebrate all local young professionals who are making a
difference in our community.
We hope you’ll join us on Friday, April 5 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Barrow-Civic Theatre. RSVP by visiting venangochamber.org/flex-presents.

Rachel Brosnahan

Singing Sparrow Designs

Rachel is a graphic
designer from Emlenton
who
owns
Singing
Sparrow Designs. She is a
founding member of the
Chicken Coop Studio 306,
where she serves on the
board and assists with
programming and events.
Rachel is on the Summer
Festival Committee, has
worked with the Love God
Greatly Ministry to make
bible
study
materials
available to women in
other
languages,
and
founded
an
outdoors
group for moms in NWPA.

Ashley Cowles

Venango Chamber of
Commerce & Core Goods

Ashley is the Program
Manager at the Venango
Chamber, where she heads
the Be Here initiative and
assists with FLEX. She is Co
-Owner of Core Goods, a
new store in Oil City, and is
involved with the Oil City
Main Street Program,
where she is the incoming
treasurer and chair of the
Economic
Vitality
Committee.
She
also
volunteers
with
the
Venango Area Community
Gardens and Oil City
Vineyard Church.

Jill Harry

Nicholas Hess

Jill is the District Press
Officer
at
PennDOT’s
District 1, where she
coordinates the office’s
communication strategy
and has coordinated local
events,
revamped
publications, completed a
women leader training
program, and chaired the
Paint the Plow committee.
In the community, she
volunteers with Cub Scout
Pack 37, the Oil Region
Indie
Music
Festival,
Barrow-Civic Theatre, and
the Venango County Relay
for Life.

Nicholas is the owner and
operator of The Printer’s
Cabinet & Curiosities in Oil
City, as well as an estate
appraiser. He volunteers
his time with the BarrowCivic Theatre as a member
of the board of directors,
costumer warehouse chair,
director of shows, and
performer, and with the
Venango County Historical
Society, Heritage Society of
Oil City, Oil City Main
Street Program, and at
various local events and
fundraisers.

PennDOT

The Printer’s Cabinet &
Curiosities

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Jim Marshall

Angela Kuhaneck

Electralloy/G.O. Carlson

King’s Landscaping

Angela is an inside sales
technician at Electralloy/
G.O.
Carlson
and
previously the manager at
Kay Jewelers for 15 years.
She is the co-base pastor of
missions at the First
Church of God in Oil City,
where she also is a choir
member, bible school
teacher,
open
closet
volunteer, and apprentice
elder. Additionally, Angela
volunteers as a Junior
Achievement leader at
Sandycreek
Elementary
School.

Jim is co-owner of King’s
Landscaping. He is a
member of the Venango
Area Chamber Board of
Directors, where he chairs
both the Advocacy and
Membership Committees.
Jim
takes
part
in
community improvement
projects, is the past
president of the President
Volunteer
Fire
Department, and has been
the
top
individual
fundraiser for Bowl For
Kids Sake for two years in
a row.

Ashley McCauley

Laura Ordaz

Ashley is a licensed
Insurance Producer for
Pennsylvania Property and
Casualty, Life, Accident,
and Health at Rossbacher
Insurance Group. She has
volunteered with local
organizations
including
the Northwest Hospital
Foundation,
Clarion
University - Venango, the
Cranberry
Festival
Committee, Oil City Main
Street Program, Clarion
University
Alumni
Association,
and
the
Venango Chamber.

Laura is an associate
engineer at Komatsu and is
the chair of the FLEX
Membership Committee .
She helped form and grow
the Komatsu Emerging
Leaders Network (ELN),
where she has volunteered
with many organizations
and helped host benefit
events. Laura has also
volunteered at the BarrowCivic Theatre, is a new
member of the Oil City Arts
Council, and has signed up
to volunteer at the humane
society.

Rossbacher Insurance Group

Komatsu Mining Corp.

Less Stuff, More Happiness

Save the Date!
Bike ‘n Brew
July 20, 2019

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

With Spring cleaning in mind, this month’s recommended TED
Talk is a 5 minute talk from Graham Hill, a writer, designer and
minimalist.
He talks about consumerism and how having less stuff might
actually help us lead happier lives.
Check it out here: bit.ly/HillTEDTalk

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Dr. Stephen Reinsel

Wagner Family Eyecare

Stephen is an optometrist
at Wagner Family Eyecare.
He is a member of the
Pennsylvania and the
Northwest
Optometric
Association,
and
he
volunteers his time giving
glaucoma
and
vision
screening at health fairs
and schools. Stephen is on
the board of Oil City Rotary
and active with the Bike ‘n
Brew committee. He also is
a team organizer for Bowl
for Kids Sake and is a
member of the Knights of
Columbus.

Dr. Sallie Richards
Rural Mental Health
Associates

Sallie is a psychologist and
co-owner of Rural Mental
Health Associates. She is a
member of the American
and
Pennsylvania
Psychological Associations,
and involved with the
Franklin
First
United
Methodist Church. Sallie
has volunteered with A
Fairy Enchanted Evening,
facilities an Alzheimer's
Caregivers Support Group,
volunteers at the OCHS
Career Fair, and assists at
the Barrow-Civic Theatre.

Ashley Smith

Rachel Stiller

Ashley is the Venango
County Regional Planning
Commission Land Use
Planner. She has been the
bandfront advisor and
cheerleading volunteer for
Franklin School District,
participant of Leadership
Venango, and Be Here
ambassador. Ashley has
also volunteered with the
Franklin Fine Arts Council,
Oil Region Rising, County
Wellness
Committee,
Venango County Quarterly
Recycling Event, and as a
County Poll Worker.

Rachel Stiller is the Cost
Accountant at Borchers
Americas Inc. She has been
involved with FLEX since
college and is serving as
the president for a second
year and was previously
the
chair
of
the
Membership Committee.
Rachel volunteers as a
seventh grade Religious
Education Teacher at Saint
Patrick Church in Franklin
and as a volunteer soccer
coach for children ages
three through 12 at the
Franklin YMCA.

County of Venango

Borchers Americas Inc.

FLEX Speaker Series—Monday, April 29
The Membership Committee is excited to continue the FLEX
Speaker Series! The first event of the year will be on Monday,
April 29, at the National Transit Building in Oil City.
Matt Heath, engineer at General Electric and owner of Small Biz
Accelerator (smallbizzaccelerator.com), and Ashley Cowles,
program manager at the Venango Chamber and co-owner of Core
Goods, will talk about small business and entrepreneurship.
Light refreshments are provided and any young professionals
are invited to attend!

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

FLEX celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at Scierka’s Tavern in March, and also participated in the Next Step Career Night at
Clarion University - Venango, where members participated in a panel about social media and job searching, conducted
mock interviews, and provided advice about dressing for success.

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves as leaders, entrepreneurs and
advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
• FLEX Presents: Friday, April 5, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Barrow-Civic Theatre |
Learn more & RSVP at venangochamber.org/flex-presents
• Marketing & Community Partnerships Committee Meeting: Tuesday,
April 9, 12 p.m., Venango Chamber (or call in)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming our
newest FLEX members:

• Bike ’n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, April 9, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber
• Events Committee Meeting: Monday, April 15, 5 p.m., Bossa Nova

Angie Kuhaneck
Jeff Zimoski

• Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, April 16, 5:30 p.m., Venango Chamber
• Membership Committee Meeting: Tuesday, April 23, 6 p.m., Yellow Dog

Interested in joining? Ask for a form
at the next event or meeting,.

• Wine Walk Social: Friday, April 26, 4:30 - 8:30 p.m., Oil City | Only 10
discounted tickets available, reserve by contacting the Venango Chamber
• FLEX Speaker Series: Monday, April 29, 5:30 p.m., Transit Building Annex
(Seneca St, Oil City) | Topic: Small Business & Entrepreneurship

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

Connect with us:

●

flex@venangochamber.org

Proudly presents the
Venango County Commissioner

Candidates Forum
Friday, May 3rd, 2019
Quality Inn & Conference Center
1411 Liberty Street, Franklin
7:30 Breakfast

•

8:00 - 9:30 Program

Candidates will present in a moderated panel format.
Candidates for County Commissioner: Albert “Chip”
Abramovic, Sam Breene, Tim Brooks, Joe Carulli,
Mike Dulaney, Darrell Karns, Bonnie Summers

Reservations:
$25 per person
Online at bit.ly/VACCForum
or call (814) 676-8521

