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Chamber Members Participate in  
Bike ‘n Brew, Parade & More 
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 Welcome New Members 

Pathways Adolescent Center is a 
community based group home for 
court-ordered, delinquent and 
dependent, males and females ages 
9-21.  Residents are provided with 
counseling services based on their 
needs.   

 
Freedom Tax Services 
Contact: Jackie Bucholz 
228 Seneca St 
Oil City, PA  16301      
(814) 676-8800 
frontdesk@freedomservicespa.com 
freedomservicespa.com 
Category: Tax Services  

Goodwill Industries 
Contact: Jessica Illuzzi 
3052 State Route 257 Suite B 
Seneca, PA  16346      
(814) 371-3821 
jessica.illuzzi@goodwillinc.org 
Category: Non-Profit 

Freedom Services LLC is a locally-
owned business offering profes-
sional services to completely fulfill 
your financial, income tax, health 
insurance, medicare, life insur-
ance, and notary needs.  

Goodwill Industries of North 
Central Pennsylvania is a non-
profit that turns donations into 
jobs and training programs by 
selling those donations in their 
stores. 

Pathways Adolescent Center, Inc 
Contact: Shari Neely 
370 N. Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301 
(814) 678-0093 
sharineely@aol.com 
www.pathwaysacenter.com 

40th Annual Oil Heritage Festival 

The Chamber celebrated 40 years of Oil Heritage in July with another successful festival! We’d 
like to thank the many Chamber members who helped make the event possible. Some of our 
events included the Bike ‘n Brew, parade, and car show, among the multiple events coordinated 
and executed entirely by local organizations. Please see pages 8 and 9 for more photos. 

Pictured on cover: Trails to Ales, the new brewery in Franklin and a Chamber member, 
participated in the Third Annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew. 
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https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
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Institute for Organization 
Management (IOM), the professional 
development program of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 
is pleased to announce that Susan 
Williams IOM, President/CEO of the 
Venango Area Chamber of 
Commerce, has graduated from the 
program and has received the 
recognition of IOM.  

Awarded to all graduates of the 
Institute program, the IOM Graduate 
Recognition signifies the individual’s 
completion of 96 hours of course 
instruction  in nonprofi t 
management. In addition, 
participants can earn credit hours 
toward the Certified Chamber 
Executive (CCE) or Certified 
Association Executive (CAE) 
certifications. Nearly 1,000 
individuals attend Institute annually.  

Williams completed her IOM at the 
Southeast Institute, held in Athen, 
Georgia.  

“The last four years have been an 
adventure, as I completed the 
weeklong program each June with 
the same class of more than 25 
management professionals. I now 
have a team of professionals from 
across the country who I can reach 
out to on subjects that affect our 
Chamber members and the 
community. This team includes 
classmates and instructors, who are 
now friends,” she said. “My 
experience at IOM reinforces that 
communities of all sizes are largely 
facing the same challenges.  As 
chambers, we seek to find solutions 
for our members, through 
connecting them to information, 
tools and networks. We are acting as 
conveners, to bring people together, 
within and across the communities 
we serve. All that I learned is meant 
to be shared.  I encourage anyone 
who would like to know more about 
my experience to contact me.”  

 “Institute graduates are recognized 
across the country as leaders in their 
industries and organizations,” said 
Raymond P. Towle, IOM, CAE, vice 
president of IOM. “These individuals 
have the knowledge, skills, and 
dedication necessary to achieve 
professional and organizational 
success in the dynamic association 
and chamber industries.”  

Since its commencement in 1921, 
the Institute program has been 
educating tens of thousands of 
association, chamber, and other 
nonprofit leaders on how to build 
stronger organizations, better serve 
their members and become strong 
business advocates. Institute’s 
curriculum consists of four weeklong 
sessions at five different university 
locations throughout the country.  

Through a combination of required 
courses and electives in areas such 
as leadership, advocacy, marketing, 
finance, and membership, Institute 
participants are able to enhance 
their own organizational 
management skills and add new fuel 
to their organizations, making them 
run more efficiently and effectively.  

Institute for Organization 
Management is the professional 
development program of the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation. 
It is the premier nonprofit 
professional development program 
for association and chamber 
professionals, fostering individual 
growth through interactive learning 
and networking opportunities. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation (USCCF) is a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit affiliate of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce dedicated to 
strengthening America’s long-term 
competitiveness. We educate the 
public on the conditions necessary 
for business and communities to 
thrive, how business positively 
impacts communities, and emerging 
issues and creative solutions that 
will shape the future. 

Susan Williams Graduates from Institute for Organization Management 
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Central Electric Celebrates 81 Years 

Central Electric Cooperative, Inc. will hold its annual meeting 
on  Friday, Aug. 24, at Whitehall Camp and Conference Center 
in Emlenton to celebrate 81 years of service. 

Cooperative board members from Armstrong and Butler 
counties will be elected and attendees can learn what is 
happening in the electric industry while enjoying 
entertainment and food.  

Registration opens at 4 p.m. with dinner served from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Guests can visit the health fair tent, and learn how to 
be safe around electricity and save money on electric bills.  

Vendors from local health care organizations, credit unions, 
insurance agencies and more will be present. Entertainment 
includes an interactive bluegrass band, Keep Off, performing 
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.  

Children’s activities is available for kids 5 through 10 during 
the meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. Door prize winners will be 
drawn at the conclusion of the meeting.  

Special parking is available for guests with state issued 
handicapped parking permits. Others may take advantage of 
golf carts to transport them to the tabernacle, where the 
meeting will be held. To attend, members should pre-register 
by calling (800) 521-0570. 

BridgeFest: August 17-18 in Downtown Oil City! 

Enjoy music, food, and family fun–right on two of Oil City’s 
downtown bridges!  

Friday, August 17 (4-10 pm, Veteran’s 
Memorial Bridge, sponsored by the Oil 
City Arts Council): family activities 4-7 
pm, music by Dead Level 4-6:30 p.m. and 
The Probables 7-10 pm; food, artisan 
vendors, beer & wine tent.  

Saturday August 18 (5-10 pm, Center 
Street Bridge, sponsored by the Oil City 
Main Street Program): live DJ, food, family 
activities, art walk, and light show. Each 
bridge will be pedestrian-only, closed to 
vehicles during its event… park 
downtown and stroll freely!  

For event updates, visit www.oilcitymainstreet.org and 
Facebook @oilcitymainstreetprogram @oilcityartscouncil  

http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
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Jones Party Magic Announces New Website 
 

Jones Party Magic is excited to announce 
that they have launched their new website! 
One new feature everyone has noticed that 
they really like is their new calendar of 
events. Anywhere that is a public event at 
which they will have their inflatables will be 
listed on their calendar.  

They are always looking for feedback, so please go to their new 
website at www.jonespartymagic.com, and let them know what 
you think! If you have any questions or would like to send your 
feedback please email them jopnespartymagic@gmail.com  

Oil City Uncorked: Fall Wine Walk 
Friday September 14: North Side Business District 

Tickets will soon be on sale for 
the next “Oil City Uncorked” 
Wine Walk on Friday 
September 14, 4:30–8:30 p.m. 
in the city’s North Side 
Business District!  

Tickets are $20 advance, $25 
day of event and will be 
available in August at Tipsy Chef, 45 Seneca Street (open daily 
10 am – 8 pm) or online through www.oilcitymainstreet.org.  

Wear your comfy walking shoes, sample from 14 regional 
wineries as you stroll around town and discover the great things 
downtown Oil City has to offer! Proceeds from “Oil City 
Uncorked” benefit the various revitalization efforts of the Oil 
City Main Street Program. Participants must be 21, valid photo 
ID required at event check-in.  

For more details and event updates, follow 
@oilcitymainstreetprogram on Facebook, or visit 
www.oilcitymainstreet.org.  

Southern Airways Customer Appreciation Party 

Southern Airways, the Oil Region's Hometown Airline, invites 
you to a Customer Appreciation Party on Thursday, August 9, 

from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Venango 
Regional Airport (1560 Airport 
Road, Franklin).  

For more information, visit 
www.venangoplays.org 

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org/
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Barbara Pierce and CJ Hurley are 
pleased to invite you to visit Karma 
Coffee Co. to enjoy their latest 
project in collaboration with local 
students: paintings by CJ Hurley 
paired with poetry and narratives by 
Venango Catholic High School 
students: Catherine Buchanan, 
Zachary Gillispie, Allison Fry, Josh 
Puleo, and Jenna Ronchi.  

The students wrote in response to 
paintings they selected at Barbara 
and CJ’s spring exhibit. This 
exhibition marks the final phase of 
their "Houses, Landscapes, Flowers 
& Dreams" project which has been 
supported by Pennsylvania Partners 
in the Arts and Erie Arts and Culture.  

In April, the students visited their 
solo exhibit which was dedicated to 
the importance of Nature, and with 
it, attendant concerns over the 
health of the environment, 
sustainability, and how to live 
alongside and in accord with nature.  

“We are pleased that they made this 
collaboration a part of our project 
and got the support needed to pull it 
together. The students really did a 
terrific job,” said CJ and Barbara. 
“There is a lot of insight in their 
writing, and some very well written 
passages. What they wrote is very 
different from the writings CJ has 
done to accompany his own art, and 
that's what makes this project so 
compelling .      

Teacher, Cindy Eckert, says the 
students really connected with the 
message of the exhibition.  

"Our student body, on the whole, is 
globally minded, has respect for 
diversity in culture and beliefs, and 
are very environmentally conscious, 
she said. "Through studying art, our 
students have found a fine sense of 
the place that art and nature holds in 
the grand scheme of what is 
important in life - things that go 
beyond basic book learning and 
actually help to deepen life 
experiences, heightens the 
appreciation of things, and makes 
deeper spiritual connections to the 
world around us." 

Local emerging artist, Ashley Ramos, 
visited the exhibit and shared her 
response to the creative writing: 

"I highly recommend those who 
haven't already to stop by Karma 
Coffee Co. to see CJ Hurley's work 
exhibiting there. I was SO 
IMPRESSED and inspired by the 
words of these young writers. The 
freedom and individuality 
represented really made my heart 
swell. I'm proud of the students and 

thank Barbara and CJ for shining a 
light on our local youth!" 

If you visit, you will find the student 
work in the Elm Street side, where it 
is easy to get up close for reading. To 
round out the show and fill the rest 
of the venue, a greater selection of 
paintings from "Houses, Landscapes, 
Flowers & Dreams" was hung on the 
Seneca Street side of Karma to 
accompany the student exhibit. 

 

Local Artists and Students Collaborate on Art Exhibit 

On view now, through August 19 
Karma Coffee Co.                   
237 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA 16301    
 
Hours: 
M-F 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Sa--Su 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Phone: 
814.493.8642 (Studio) 
814.493.8628 (Karma) 
 
Thanks to the supporters!   
Bridge Builders Community  
Foundations 
Short Street Motorcars 
Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant 
Clifford's Carpets  
State Street Furniture 
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Patrick Gavin announced his retirement decision in May, and Lynda Weller, PhD., has been 
approved to take over as the new Oil City School District Superintendent.  

She has been with the Oil City School District since 2008 when she became an elementary 
principal. She served in that position for five years before becoming the high school co-
principal. Now she is excited to be taking on a new position with the school district as the 
superintendent. 

OCSD Welcomes New Superintendent 

Barrow O’ Booze! 

The Chamber is once again selling tickets for the Barrow O’ Booze, a fundraiser held to 
support the Be Here initiative. The wheelbarrow, donated by C&S Hardware, is full of 
quality liquor, beer, and related items, donated by Chamber board members and local 
businesses, such as Scierka’s Tavern and Erie Beer Company.  

Tickets are $5 each or 3 for $10 and can be purchased at the Venango Chamber, the 
Steak Fry on August 16, or by contacting Program Manager Ashley Cowles at 
acowles@venangochamber.org. 

Thank You to our Sponsors  
 

Event Sponsors  
Northwest Savings Bank 
Farmers National Bank 

PA State Rep. R. Lee James 
Short Street Motor Cars 

Whalen Contracting 
 

Hole Sponsors  
Agway 

Albert “Chip” Abramovic 
Central Electric Cooperative Inc. 
Child Development Center’s, Inc. 

Eckert Chiropractic 
 Rossbacher’s Insurance Group 

Shaw Industries 
Thirty One Gifts with Connie Shull 

Welding Technologies, Inc. 
 

Hole in One  
Allegheny Toyota 

Williams Insurance & Travel 
 

Putt Off   
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm 

Congratulations to our  First Place Teams! 

2018 Chamber Golf Scramble  

1st Place Men’s 
Kevin Murphy 

Matt Heath 
Alan McBride 

Michael Prince 

1st Place Women’s 
Becky Barnes 

Chris Romanowski 
Joyce Hughes 
Chris Mong 

1st Place Mixed 
Bruce Smeal 

Bonnie Smeal 
Carol Williams 
Doug Williams 
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The Venango Chamber is the proud presenter of Oil 
Heritage Festival, but it would not be possible to 
accomplish such a great annual event without 
community volunteers and many partner agencies 
that assist us.  We want to extend a huge thank 
you to all who were a part of the planning and 
execution of this year’s festival.  If you have not 
been involved but would like to be in the future, 
contact us soon!  We would like to highlight our 
many businesses and organizations, so consider 
how you might like to get involved. 

We would like to extend a huge 
thank you to all who helped make 

this festival possible! 

We look forward to seeing you at our 41st Oil Heritage Festival:  
July 25 - 28, 2019! 
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It is the time of year to gear up for the Venango County 
Association for the Blind “VISION BOWL” awareness/
fundraising event. This year’s event will be held on 
Thursday, August 23, 2018 at Seneca Lanes. Registration 
is 5:30 – 6:30 PM.  Whether you are a returning 
individual bowler/whole team or joining us for the first 
time you are sure to have fun and a unique experience 
bowling one of the games wearing our Vision Simulator 
Glasses. This year’s event will have Door Prizes, a 50/50 
Raffle, an Outdoor Grill Raffle and of course food. Those 
registered with a deposit by Thursday, August 2nd will 
receive an event T-shirt.  

Funds raised will help provide services such as 
transportation and sighted guide for medical 
appointments, assistance reading mail, filling out forms 
and offering group support and access to technology 
groups for blind and visually impaired individuals in 
Clarion, Forest and Venango Counties.  

Come and bowl as an individual, a couple or reach out to 

your friends and family to form teams! Sponsorships are 

always welcome.  Event flyers are available at your 

request, for more information on the event or 

sponsorships, please call (814) 676-1876 or email 

info@venangoblind.org.  

Venango County Association for the Blind to Host “Vision Bowl” 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will hold its Annual Steak Fry on Thursday,  August 16, 2018. This 
exciting and fun-filled Chamber event will be held at the Oil City Boat Club. 

You will have the opportunity to pick out a steak and cook it just the way you like it!  All beverages (alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic) and sides are provided.  We encourage you to dress casual so you can take part in the games and 
other activities that we have planned! 

Steak Fry ‘18 
Oil City Boat Club 

 

Thursday, August 16, 2018 
 

4:00 p.m. to ??? 

Grills will be ready at 5:00 p.m. 
$30 per person 

2018 Membership Directory  

Did you get your 2018 Membership 
Directory? We delivered them to our 
members earlier this year, but want to make 
sure we didn’t miss anyone. If you haven’t 
received yours, please give us a call at (814) 
676-8521 or stop by our office located at 24 
Seneca Street in Oil City. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Saturday, September 15 
Morrison Park, Seneca 
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The Venango County Democratic Party Chairman John 
Kluck is pleased to announce that a headquarters has 
been opened in the historic Transit Building, 206 Center 
Street, in downtown Oil City.  The space is on the ground 
floor facing Center Street and was formerly home to 
Caldwell Printing.   

A variety of activities including phone banking and 
canvassing events will be coordinated from the new 
space.  Signs will be available for Tom Wolf, Bob Casey, 
Susan Boser, and John Kluck.  There is also a variety of t-
shirts and other merchandise available.   

Volunteers at the headquarters will assist citizens  in 
registering to vote and will provide services to inform 
voters about issues that are important to Venango 
County.  The Venango Democrats plan to host statewide 
and regional candidates for Meet and Greet and Town 
Hall style events at the headquarters.   

Monthly meetings are currently held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the AFSCME 

Conference Room.  These meeting will continue to be 
held at AFSCME since the Venango Democrats have a 
strong stance on Worker’s Rights.   Information about 
meetings or the Democratic Party may be obtained by 
calling (814) 657-3108.   

Upcoming Clarion University SBDC Training and Events 

Looking to brush up on your business know-how? The SBDC offers educational programs geared towards 
entrepreneurs. Training resources include First Step Seminars, Business Workshops, and Online Training. 

Upcoming Seminars in our region: 

OSHA: Safe + Sound: Clarion: 8/15/2018 

Basics of Business Writing: What Every Professional Needs to Know: Oil City: 
8/22/2018 

First Step Seminar: Clarion: Saturday, August 14, 2018, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Venango County Democrats Open Headquarters 

Chamber Launches Leadership Venango, Beginning September 2018 
Application in this Newsletter 
 

Leadership Venango is a nine-month program designed 
to identify, educate, involve and motivate individuals 
who desire to become more effective leaders.  

The program will engage citizens from a broad range of 
geographical, institutional and economic backgrounds, 
with the goal to ensure that new leadership will 
continuously be added to the community.   

During the nine months, the class will seek to better understand the problems and opportunities we face in 
creating the best future for Venango County. See insert in this month’s newsletter with more information and 
application. 

http://www.clarion.edu/sbdc/training/first-step-seminars/index.aspx
http://www.clarion.edu/sbdc/training/business-workshops/index.aspx
http://www.pasbdc.org/resources/online-tutorials
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Phyllis Whetzel has been the mayor 
of Barkeyville for 14 years. After 
moving to the area, she became 
interested in what goes on after her 
husband was on council. After the 
passing of the former mayor, Phyllis 
decided to run for the position, and 
she has held it ever since. 

Phyllis grew up in Butler and 
become a nurse upon graduation 
and joined the Air Force. She took 
care of POWs upon their return 
during Vietnam. She lived in Alaska 
for 10 years after that, before 
returning to Butler and meeting her 
husband. Phyllis was a nurse at the 
Butler Hospital for 30 years before 
retiring in November. In her spare 
time, she enjoys camping, kayaking, 
and walking the area trails.  
Following retirement, she 
purchased a camp in Lake Wilhelm.  

Phyllis’ vision for the community is 
for the water board to work on 
obtaining a grant because the water 
needs redone, and the pipes are 
getting bad, so she is hoping to pull 
that through so a new system can be 
acquired.  

She is also working to bring 
businesses to the area, which has 
been accomplished so far with the 
addition of the industrial park 
containing Hile Baker, Dollar 
General, and Speedway. Phyllis also 
works hard to ensure the safety of 
her citizens, as a major highway 
goes through the town, bringing 
plenty of speeding vehicles.  

Throughout her years of being 
mayor, Phyllis has had many 
accomplishments, both personally 
and professionally .  Her 
accomplishments include placing a 
stoplight by Kings, learning how to 
properly budget, and doing 
approximately 25 marriages. She 
enjoys living in a small area, with a 
seven person council that wears 
multiple hats to accomplish all that 
needs done.  

On June 20, four teachers from Venango Catholic High 
School and St. Patrick’s and St. Stephen’s Elementary 
Schools traveled to Chicago to participate in the 
UPSTREAM Conference. “A Paddle and a Plan” was the 
theme of the conference presented by The Diocese of 
Buffalo. STREAM, stands for Science, Technology, 
Religion, Engineering, Art and Math. Local participants 
included Debbie Mitchell, Julie Parquette, Katie 
Chandley, and Shani Baughman. 

The conference highlighted the most effective 
components of the STREAM Education Initiative piloted 
at 25+ schools within the Diocese of Buffalo since 2014. 
The initiative has been implemented in 100+ schools 
across the country with great success. The program 
delivered a 21st Century STREAM principled agenda for 
teachers around the eight principles of STREAM and how 
to create a 21st Century STREAM culture within the 
classroom and school. 

By sending a team of teachers, the local schools envision 
a vertical alignment of content, skills and knowledge 
PreK through 12th grade. This core team will provide, via 
the teacher as trainer model, professional development 
and support for faculty and staff at all three schools. Such 
efforts support a cost effective model to train all of the 
faculty for school wide implementation vertically and 
horizontally. 

Local Catholic School Teachers Participate in UPSTREAM Conference 
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Rabies—an uncomfortable word for most pet owners, but due 
to the hard work of rabies campaigns, rabies deaths for 
humans have declined from 100 to an average of just 2-3 per 
year in the USA. 

Exposure to rabid animals still occurs. The Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture reported 53 cases of rabies by 
March 2018. Cases included both domesticated animals and 
wildlife. 

Rabies symptoms can be "furious" such as aggression, loss of 
fear, excessive vocalization or dilated pupils. The symptoms 
can also be "paralytic" such as drooling, inability to swallow or 
the lowering of the jaw. Rabies is preventable. All cats and 
dogs should have their first rabies vaccine soon after they have 
reached 12 weeks of age.  

Rabies is easily contracted. It is commonly known to be caused 
by a bite or scratch, but can also be contracted through any 
fluids of an contaminated animal. 

To continue to reduce the incidents of rabies, pets need to be 
vaccinated. Join the Venango County Humane Society at Agway 
in Oil City on August 4, from 10 a.m. to  p.m. for a Rabies Clinic 
and other elective vaccines. The cost is $10 for one year and 
$15 for three years. Prior vaccine records are required. Seresto 
Collars will also be available. Dogs need leashes and cats need 
carriers. No appointment needed!  

Rep. Lee James to Host 6th Annual Senior Expo 

Representative Lee James will host the 6th Annual Senior Expo 
on Tuesday, August 28, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will 
take place at the Rocky Grove Volunteer Fire Department: 29 
Shuffstall St. in Franklin.  

Vendors will be there to 
provide information about 
programs and services for 
senior citizens. For more 
information, see insert in this 
month’s newsletter, call (814) 
6 7 7 - 6 4 1 3  o r  v i s i t 
RepJames.com. 

Humane Society Sponsors Rabies Clinic 

http://venangocountydailynews.com/
https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.glenviewapoth.com/
http://www.repjames.com/
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Goodwill Ribbon Cutting Celebration 

Last month, the Goodwill of North Central Pennsylvania held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of their new donation 
center in Seneca. 

In attendance was Goodwill Vice President of Donation 
Procurement/Development Nickolas Suplizio, Senator Scott 
Hutchinson, Forever Media, and more.  

Goodwill Industries of North Central Pennsylvania is a 501c3 not-
for-profit organization that gives 90 cents of every dollar from 
donations back to their mission of providing job training, 
employment placement services, and other community programs 
that help people who face employment challenges.  

The new center is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and located at 3052 PA-257. 

Small Business Jump Start is 
now accepting registrations for 
their Fall 2018  training 
program for entrepreneurs. The 
programs aims to assist in 
setting realistic goals, teach 
financial and marketing basics, 
provide on-going business 
assistance, and much more.  

Sessions will  be held on Tuesday evenings, 6-8:30 p.m. from 
September 11 through November 6 at Northwest Bank , 1301 
Liberty Street, 13th Street entrance. The cost is $95. To 
register, contact Ronnie Beith at (814) 437-1619 x123 or 
email rbeith@franklinpa.gov. 

Small Business Jump Start Accepting Registrations 

http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
http://www.presbyhomes.com/
http://www.smbybell.com_/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/
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On Saturday, August 25, Drake Well 
Museum and Park and the Friends of 
Drake Well, Inc. will host the biennial 
Drake Day Circus from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. This event is modeled on 
circuses that traveled to Titusville, 
Pithole and other locations 
throughout Pennsylvania’s oil region 
during the 1860s.  Admission is 
$12.00 for adults, $9.00 for seniors 
(65+ years) and $5.00 for youth (3-
11 years).  Groups can take 
advantage of the event’s Special 
Group Admission Rate.  Purchase 2 
adult tickets for $25.00 and receive 3 
free youth tickets. 

According to Museum Site 
Administrator Melissa Mann, visitor 
feedback for the 2016 Drake Day 
Circus was overwhelmingly positive, 
and this year’s event will build on 
that success.  “Every year we work to 

expand on the previous years’ 
successes, creating new and exciting 
experiences for our visitors.  This 
year’s circus will see the addition of 
an exotic animal program to our 
stage shows,” said Mann.   

A professional circus troupe from 
Bacchanal Promotions (Detroit, MI) 
will headline the museum’s Drake 
Day event, performing acts of 
juggling, fire eating, magic, 
contortion, fortune telling and more.  
Signature circus performances will 
take place at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
with various strolling performances 
occurring throughout the day.  
Visitors are encouraged to bring 
chairs and blankets for lawn seating 
around the main performance stage. 

The 2018 Drake Day Circus will also 
feature Wild World of Animals 
(Eighty Four, PA), nineteenth century 

style games and music, an 
antique photography 
booth and blacksmith and 
coopering demonstrations.  
In addition, visitors will 
enjoy hands-on activities, 
a vintage band organ 
provided by DeBence 
Antique Music World, food 
booths operated by the 
Friends of Drake Well, Inc. 
and all of Drake Well 
Museum’s interior and 
exterior petroleum history 
exhibits. 

Located off Route 8 south of 
Titusville, Drake Well Museum and 
Park is open year round.  Hours of 
operation are Tuesday through 
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
and Sunday from noon to 5:00 p.m.  
Drake Well Museum and Park is 
administered by the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission 
in partnership with Friends of Drake 
Well, Inc. and is part of the 
Pennsylvania Trails of History® 
(www.PATrailsofHistory.com).  

For more information about the 
Drake Day Circus or other museum 
p r o g r a m s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t 
www.drakewell.org, call (814) 827-
2797 or find us on Facebook at Drake 

Drake Well Museum and Park to Host Drake Day Circus 

We are looking for some more testimonials to share on the Be 
Here website! If you’d like to share your story and tell people 
why you choose to call Venango County home, please visit 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your 
story” button at the bottom of the page.  

You can complete an online form, do a phone or in-person 
interview, or write your own testimonial. 

http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
http://www.drakewell.org
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
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By Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell 

If you follow me on social media, you have probably 
scrolled past a pocket dump post of mine. Among the 
number of items I stuff in to my pockets every day, there 
is almost always a pen and notepad. Why is this 
something I rarely leave the house without in the days of 
smartphones and other tech goodies, and why can a pen 
and notepad improve your networking skills? 

My pen and pad are essentials because I have a terrible 
memory. But why would I not notate things to remember 
on my phone? When I write something down, I actually 
remember it. When I type something, I might remember 
it. There is also something oddly satisfying about writing 
and the art of handwriting (or maybe I’m just full of 
myself and enjoy the way my pen creates letters on a 
page). 

Either way, I am not alone on this one. In a 2014 article, 
Mueller and Oppenheimer noted that over the course of 
3 studies, students who typed out their notes in class 
performed worse on conceptual questions than their pen 
wielding counterparts. Most of us can type faster than 
we can write; so more words are better, right? Maybe 
not, as they suggested that typing leads to shallower 
processing of information. When we write things down 
with pen and paper, we are working with a finite space. 
Because of this, we have to be concise in what we write, 
and that means we typically have to analyze the 
information and summarize it in our own words. 

I often scribble down 
notes during events to 
remind me of what I 
discussed with others, 
their hobbies, or even 
their names. Through 
years of trial and error, I 
have found that this 
system is far superior to relying solely on collecting 
business cards, or snapping a picture of a card with your 
phone. 

So, if you find yourself scratching your head because you 
can not remember that one thing, pick up the pen and 
pad and try writing down notes throughout the day. 
Forgetful, future you will thank you for taking the time to 
scrawl down a few key words or phrases. Plus, it never 
hurts to actually remember the names of those you have 
met as well as a few things you discussed. 

Make Writing Great Again: Writing Trumps Typing 

4YCC Celebrates 16 Years of Business 

Congratulations to 4 Your Car Connection on 16 years of 
business! Over 550 people attended the celebration at the end 
of June to congratulate the company and enjoy food and 
entertainment. 

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.baylessfuel.com/
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Students Spend Summer in Venango County 

FLEX has enjoyed the opportunity to 
meet college students who worked in 
Venango County this summer! 
Summer internships and jobs can 
benefit the student, employer, and 
entire community. The students gain 
experience and knowledge, while 
bringing new ideas, energy, and 
creativity to the workplace. It’s also 
an opportunity to engage a future 
workforce for our region. 

Hannah Stiller, originally from the 
Oil City Area and an incoming senior 
at Grove City College, has interned 
with PennDOT in the Press Office for 
two summers and one winter break. 

“I gained invaluable professional 
experience in my field and enjoyed 
being integrated into the day-to-day 
operations at PennDOT,” she said. “I 
have been able to see all the different 
sides of this organization and really 
absorb them so that I can tell the 
public about what they do.” 

Some of Hannah’s most memorable 
experiences are learning about 
making roads and bridges, being a 
part of a bike safety interview on 

television, and riding in a plow truck. 

Amy Mook, graduate of Franklin 
High School and incoming 
sophomore at Penn State University, 
spent this summer with Bridge 
Builders Community Foundations. 

“My internship was informative, 
rewarding, and fun. I was able to 
learn about the impact a community 
foundation can have on its local area, 
while strengthening many skills that 
will be useful in my future,” she said. 
“This experience broadened my 
perspective on our community and 
the job options available to me and 
taught me that one little thing can 
leave a large and lasting effect.” 

Wade Henderson is originally from 
Ellwood City and a graduate student 
studying in Chicago. He was an 
intern with the Oil City Vineyard 
Church this summer. 

“My favorite parts of this pastoral 
internship have been the moments 
where I have gotten to be a part of 
people experiencing peace and joy in 
God in their lives,” he said. 

Some areas Wade has seen growth 
through this internship include his 
planning, communication, and time 
management skills. 

You may also recognize Heather 
Hondel, who worked at the Venango 
Chamber the past couple months. 

“Interning with the Chamber was a 
rewarding experience, and I gained 
many connections and skills,” she 
said. “I enjoyed coordinating the Oil 
Heritage Basket Raffle, controlling 
the Chamber’s social media, and 
writing for our newsletter, among 
many other things.” 

These are just a few of the students 
who spent their summers with us. As 
you can see, these young people 
were true assets to our region. 

On Friday, August 3, we’re formally 
thanking them as they head back to 
school, at our Student Appreciation 
Luncheon from 12-1 p.m. at Komatsu 
Mining Corp. We appreciate the time 
and effort these students have given 
to our area, and we hope to see them 
again next summer! 
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Podcast Recommendation: Criminal 
By Marissa Dechant 

With investigative podcasts loading down many of the top spots 
in iTunes charts, it can be difficult to suss out which ones are 
worth a listen. 

"Criminal," produces what its website calls "stories of people 
who've done wrong, been wronged, or gotten caught somewhere 
in the middle." The podcast has more than 90 episodes that each 
detail various crimes throughout history, backed by research and 
interviews by host Phoebe Judge. 

A perfect episode to start with is "Cold 
Case," the story of a woman who became 
a private investigator following the 
murder of her college roommate. 

So make "Criminal" your introduction to 
investigative podcasts, or add it to your 
ever-growing list of shows that should 
not be missed. 
 

Komatsu Emerging Professionals Network Launches Mentoring Program 

In March of this year, Komatsu 
Mining Corp. launched the Emerging 
Professionals Network (EPN) at 
three Western PA locations built on 
networking and mentoring 
opportunities, community outreach, 
and training development.  

The EPN Formal Mentoring Program 
launched in mid-July with 43 
mentees and 41 mentors across 
multiple functions, including 
Engineering, Manufacturing, Sales 
and Service, Supply Chain, HR, 
Marketing, and others.  

Mentees and mentors were matched 
based upon their own 
recommendations and their unique 

professional career goals.  This 
program is meant for both mentees 
and mentors to acquire new 
knowledge and enhance skillsets 
together, build upon business 
acumen, and to retain and develop 
critical talent in the organization.  

The anticipated duration of the 
mentoring relationship will be 9-12 
months, and mentees and mentors 
will meet at least one time each 
month for an hour. Since this is the 
first formal mentoring program of 
its kind at Komatsu Mining Corp., 
broader company interest for 
additional formal mentoring 
opportunities have been identified, 
including in the surface mining 

business, in China, and at Komatsu 
Americas Corp.  

Besides the mentoring program, the 
EPN hosts Quarterly Lunch & 
Learns, Annual Events, Education 
Trainings, and Community Outreach, 
th r o u gh  th e i r  F r a n kl i n , 
Meadowlands, and Warrendale 
locations.  

We have quite a few young 
professionals from Komatsu 
involved in FLEX, including Zachary 
Johnson, Brienne Krepp, Megan 
Lerch, Alan McBride (our 
Membership Committee Chair), and 
Laura Ordaz. We look forward to 
continuing to work together! 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
https://bbcf.org/
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Tessa Byham is the new 
Executive Assistant at the Venango 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
where she started at the beginning 
of July. She has been enjoying her 
job so far and loves that she is able 
to help her community and show 
people the opportunities this area 
has to offer through her work. 

Tessa was born and raised in Oil 
City, graduating from Oil City High School in 2010. She 
moved out of the area to attend college at Edinboro 
University, but moved back following her graduation in 
2014. The achievements of which she is most proud 
include making the Dean’s List, being the president of 
her sorority, and being a mom, in which she has a 4-
month-old daughter Charlotte with her husband Jon. 

 

As one of five siblings, Tessa has always seen family as a 
top priority, and tries to spend time with hers as much 
as possible. In her free time, she also enjoys hanging out 
with friends; reading (especially Harry Potter); walking 
her dog Cooper; kayaking; and working on her home. 

Tessa loves trying out new restaurants and shops in the 
Venango Area. Her favorite places to eat include Karma 
Coffee Company, Benjamin’s Roadhouse, and Amazing 
Foods. Going to the movies and attending local events 
are among Tessa’s top entertainment choices in the 
area. 

In the future, Tessa plans to become even more 
involved in the community through her new position 
with the Chamber, FLEX, and other local organizations. 
Professionally, she hopes to improve her leadership 
skills and learn new programs that will allow her to be 
more creative within her position. 

FLEX and the Venango County Historical Society are 
working together to plan a new social—a Historical 
Walking Tour of Franklin.  On Thursday, August 30, at 
5:30 p.m., young professionals will meet in the parking 
lot off of Elk Street behind Trails to Ales Brewery and 
depart for a walk around town to learn the background 
of different people and places. 

The event is being coordinated by FLEX members 
Marlie Manning, Executive Director of the Historical 
Society, and Natalie Toscano, Medical Coder & Biller at 
J.Stack & Co, who has a bachelor's degree in history 
from Saint Vincent College. 

“The Historical Society is pleased to be working with 
FLEX to provide a walking tour of downtown Franklin. 
We look forward to sharing the history of some of the 
most beautiful architecture on Liberty Street,” said 
Marlie. “It is the perfect opportunity to learn about the 
aforementioned architecture, as well as the people who 
helped to shape the area.” 

“My draw for this event is simply to share with people 
the diversity of history and experiences in the Oil 
Region, including what brought people here and why 
they stayed,” said Natalie. “This goes in line with the ‘Be 
Here’ initiative, hopefully stirring the interest and 
curiosity for the wonderful area in which we live.” 

After the tour, young professionals can enjoy 
entertainment downtown, including drinks at Trails to 
Ales and a concert in Bandstand Park. We invite you to 
come for the tour, drinks, concert, or all three! 

 

New FLEX Social: Historical Walking Tour 

Photo by Michael Henderson 

https://www.servicemasterclean.com/locations/pa/strattanville/servicemaster-by-bell-3725
http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 

•  Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, August 3, 9 a.m. | 
    Call Number:     , Access Code:     
 

•  Student Appreciation Luncheon: Friday, August 3, 12 - 1:30 p.m.,  
    Komatsu Mining Corp. 
 

•  Coffee Chat: Tuesday, August 14, 7:30 - 9 a.m., Karma Coffee Co. 
 
 

•  Monthly Meeting: Thursday, August 16, 12 - 1 p.m., The Tipsy  
    Chef | Bring your own lunch 
 

•  Marketing Committee Meeting: Tuesday, August 21, 6 p.m.,  
    Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

•  Historical Walking Tour: Thursday, August 30, 5:30 p.m., Meet  
    in parking lot behind Trails to Ales 
 

July was a busy month for FLEX, with the Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew and Ice Cream Social! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Please join us in welcoming our newest 
FLEX members: 

Interested in becoming a member? Ask  
for a form at the next event or meeting,  
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.  

 

 

 OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves   
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

James Dummett 

Megan K. Madden CFE 



What is Leadership Venango?

How do I apply?

Leadership Venango is a nine-month program designed to identify, educate, involve and motivate 
individuals who desire to become more effective leaders. The program will engage citizens from a 
broad range of geographical, institutional and economic backgrounds, with the goal to ensure that new 
leadership will continuously be added to the community.  During the nine months, the class will seek to 
better understand the problems and opportunities we face in creating the best future for Venango County.

Applications can be found by visiting the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce (24 Seneca St, Oil City) or 
online at leadershipvenango.org.

Tuition and Application

The cost of the program is $950 per person and includes all meals, materials, and retreat.

Complete and submit the application form, signed by both applicant and employer/sponsor, 
by September 7, 2018.

Expectations

Participants in Leadership Venango are expected to commit the necessary time to full participate in the 
program. Full participation includes:

• Regular session attendance (only one excused absence)
• Mandatory attendence at retreat and graduation
• Active participation in each session 



Schedule

Date / Time / Location Title Content

Friday, September 21
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Whitehall Camp & Conf. 
Center Inc.

Leadership 
Venango Retreat

• Overview and choice of community projects
• Team building exercises
• Personality type evaluation/emotional intelligence
• Soft skill building

Wednesday, 
October 10

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Venango County

Courthouse

Honorable 
Leadership

• Local government overview 
• Business ethics
• Robert’s Rules
• Board member development
• Professional head shots

Wednesday, 
November 14
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 PennDOT
(tentative)

Maximizing 
Clean 

Communications

• Local available communication channels
• Media outlet representative
• Internal communications best practices
• Social media, public speaking, media training

Wednesday, 
December 12
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Venango County 
Human Services Building

(tentative)

Understanding 
Community 
Caregiving

• Local non-profits overview 
• County services overview
• Servant leadership
• Poverty simulation

Wednesday, 
January 9

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
UPMC Northwest

Leading a 
Healthy 

Community

• How healthcare affects our area, economy, 
  and infrastructure
• State Health Department
• Opiod crisis
• Generational differences

Wednesday, 
February 13

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Clarion University, 

Venango

The Importance of an
Educated Workforce

• Importance of continual education
• Funding education in our region
• Education to workplace

Wednesday,
March 13

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Komatsu Mining Corp.

Business & Economic
Development

• Economic development
• SCORE & Small Business Development Center
• LEAN Assestment
• Cybersecurity
• Strategic planning & financial overview

Wednesday, 
April 10

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Venango County Fair 

(tentative)

Empowering
Your Community

• Oil and gas
• Local agriculture
• Renewable energy vs. coal
• Recycling
• Viewing change in a positive way

Wednesday, 
May 8

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Drake Well Museum and 

Park (tentative)

Attracting
Residents & Visitors

• Local heritage, history, and recreation, and its 
  importance to the area
• Tour of Drake Well Museum and Park

Wednesday, 
June 12

Time & Location TBD
Graduation

Congratulations to the graduates of the first 
Leadership Venango Program! Graduation is 
open to Chamber members and sponsors.



Participant Contact Information

Name: ___________________________________________ Name preferred for name tag: ____________________________

Employer/Organization: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Business Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
    Street #     City    Zip Code

Work Phone: __________________________________________  Cell Phone: __________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
    Street #     City    Zip Code

Years living or working in Venango County?                0-11 mo.            1-4 yr.            5-9 yr.            10+ yr.

Education Background (list college(s), business, trade schools, or other specialized training)

School Name    City, State    Major    Degree

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Employment (account for all periods, including military duty)

Present Employer: ___________________________________________________ Date Began: __________________________

Current Title/Responsibility: _____________________________________ Time in position: __________________________

Employer   Title/Responsibility    From    To

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Professional and/or Personal Achievements (your highest achievements, responsibilities, or skills to date)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[continue on back]

CLASS OF 2019 
APPLICATION
Due September 7, 2018



Community Involvement (please list, in order of importance, up to four community, civic, professional, business,
                religious, social, athletic, and other organizations of which you are or have been a member)

Organization     Position Held      Dates

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Briefly explain your interest in Leadership Venango and what you hope to gain from your participation.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

References

Name: _________________________________ Phone ______________________ Relationship: ___________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________ Phone ______________________ Relationship: ___________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Candidate and Sponsor/Employer Agreement

I agree to the participant requirements of Leadership Venango.

______________________________________________________________  ______________________________________
Candidate’s Signature        Date

I support our candidate’s participation in Leadership Venango.

______________________________________________________________  ______________________________________
Sponsor/Employer’s Signature       Date

Applications are due by September 7, 2018. 

Acceptance notification will occur on or before September 12, 2018.

Return application form to: Leadership Venango, c/o Susan Williams, President/CEO
Venango Area Chamber of Commerce | 24 Seneca St | P.O. Box 376 | Oil City, PA 16301



Check in at the registration table located in 

the Foxburg Wine Cellars  

Enjoy delicious food and drinks while  

networking with business members of the Clarion  

and Venango Area Chambers of Commerce,  

in the historic town of Foxburg.   

Joint Chamber Mixer in 

Foxburg 

Please RSVP to the Venango Area 

Chamber of Commerce  

by calling 814-676-8521 or emailing 

chamber@venangochamber.org 
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