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Victorian City Art & Frame
Preserving Regional History,
While Framing Our Future
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
Oil Valley Outdoor Services
Contact: Kevin Lamb
P.O. Box 232
Rouseville, PA 16344
oilvalleyoutdoors@gmail.com
Facebook.com/oilvalleyoutdoorservices
Published Category: Landscaping

Local
landscaping
business
offering lawn mowing, yard
clean-up, new yard installation,
tree/hedge trimming, snow
removal and more.

Welcome Heather!
Heather Hondel joined the Chamber’s Optimization. Some of her interests
staff in May as our Summer Intern!
include dance, theatre, target shooting,
Heather was valedictorian of Cranberry and rabbits.
High School in 2017 and is now studying
Entrepreneurship at Grove City College.
So far in her studies, she has taken classes
such as Lean Launch Pad, Marketing,
Entrepreneurial Mind, and Search Engine

We’re excited to have her join our team!
Stop by the Chamber when you get the
chance, to say hello and join us in
welcoming her.

We frequently hear that local organizations are in need
of volunteers for boards, events, and initiatives. We
recently added a “Volunteer Here” page on the Be Here
website to help connect organizations with volunteers.

At beherevenango.org/volunteer you’ll find a list of
volunteer opportunities. Do you have volunteer
opportunities available? Just click the link on that
webpage to fill out a form to be included in the list.

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce
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Preserving Regional History, While Framing Our Future
Victorian City Art & Frame has been
in downtown Franklin since 1994
and will celebrate 25 years in 2019.
Kyla Mazurkewiz, a Certified Picture
Framer, bought the shop in 2011
and has grown the business
annually, adding new services,
design ideas and support.

Cancer unit, all photograph’s taken
by Dr. John Karian,” she told us.
Brian Durniok, President of UPMC
Northwest, adds: “UPMC Northwest
is fortunate to have local access to
such a great small business. They do
a superb job framing artwork that is
used throughout our Hospital. The
artwork is enjoyed by patients,
visitors and employees and helps
promote an environment of healing
and caring.”

Kyla, along with Amy Ivell, has
gained a trusted reputation for
framing our region’s most treasured
items, from family heirlooms and
photos, to items that are best suited
Komatsu and Honeywell are also
for shadow boxes.
valued business customers, who
Kyla explains she sees her role as a proudly display artwork throughout
historian or preservationist. “Our their buildings. Honeywell holds an
duty is first to the art, as each piece annual photo competition among small or large the project.” She also
has a story and must be treated employees, with winning pieces added that she once built a frame
individually. As it is likely that the framed by Victorian City Art & large enough for her to stand in.
framed piece will be passed on from Frame and displayed in the halls.
Recently, Kyla won first
the original owner, we are
place in the Best Assembly
passionate
about
using
category in Larson-Juhl’s
correct
materials
and
Kyla and Amy consistently use excellent design
annual
framing
framing techniques to ensure
and production judgment about colors, highlights,
competition – Design Star:
it is protected, regardless of
and the use of non-reflective glass and acid-free
Chopped Edition.
its value,” she said.
materials to preserve important items which we
display in historic buildings and exhibits.”
Hundreds of custom frame
One recent project they
designs from around the
worked on was a t-shirt and
Marilyn Black, Vice President for Heritage
country were submitted to
shovel
to
complement
Development at the Oil Region Alliance remarks:
the framing competition
articles
about
Franklin
held at the world’s largest
Industries—now displayed
event in the picture
in the business.
Almost all materials used by Kyla
framing industry—West Coast Art &
and Amy are 100% archival
Victorian City Art & Frame has also
Frame in Las Vegas. Photographs
quality.
While Kyla values the
gained the trust of many local
were sent in of projects utilizing
opportunity to preserve pieces from
businesses.
designated
required
materials,
the past, she is excited to be
“We are currently working on 26 preparing pieces for the newest of including a universal art print for all
pieces for UPMC Northwest’s new businesses, including Trails to Ales to frame.
Brewery, which will open in June of Kyla won Best Assembly for her
this year.
piece, “Shipwreck on the Nona Sea.”
Inspired by family ties to the boat
Victorian City Art & Frame is NOT
industry, she used the print as the
one the area’s best kept secrets, as
anchor and built a porthole to
word is out far beyond the region.
surround the sea-like abstract art
“Our customers travel for our
and carefully finished the piece in a
services, especially when they call
beautiful frame.
for unique treatments.
We are
continually training and learning To learn more about Victorian City
about new materials,” said Kyla. “We Art
&
Frame,
please
visit
love a challenge regardless of how www.victoriancityart.com.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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TrAils To Ales to Open Soon
TrAils To Ales Brewery has been preparing
for opening day. The mission of the
business is to buy and support local
business and offer a unique meeting place
to enjoy local food and micro brewed beer.
Some ways they have worked locally
include:



A bar top was built by Dr. Brad Kendzior, a local
orthodontist who is also a craftsman.



Railroad tracks were provided by Franklin Industries for
foot rails.



Local community members joined the Trail Blazers Mug
Club as lifetime and annual members.

TrAils to Ales is co-owned by multiple local businessmen and is
located at 1270 Liberty Street in Franklin. The 145-year-old
building is being refurbished and the brewery is expected to
open in June.
To learn more about TrAils to Ales and to stay updated on
opening
information,
visit
their
website
at
trailstoalesbrewery.com or find them on Facebook.

Clarion University Names President
Dr. Dale-Elizabeth Pehrsson, dean of the
College of Education and Human Services at
Central Michigan University, has been
named president of Clarion University of
Pennsylvania, effective July 1.
Dr. Pehrsson has more than 25 years
experience in higher education, beginning
her academic career as an affiliate faculty
member and clinical supervisor for counselor education at
Idaho State University in 1991. She also has worked in the
healthcare field, as both a counselor and registered nurse.
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VNA Hospice Groundbreaking & Camp Good Grief
The Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) of
Venango County will be breaking ground
for their new Hospice House in Rocky
Grove this month.
The organization expects the opening
date for the house to be in November
and looks forward to celebrating with
the community at an open house, to honor National Hospice and
Palliative Care Month.
For updates and more information, please visit the VNA website
at www.venangovnafoundation.org.
The VNA of Venango County will host its 25th Annual Camp
Good Grief for children and teens who have suffered the loss of
a loved one. This year's theme is "Salute to Those We've Lost”
and the event will take place on June 14 at Seneca Hills Bible
Camp & Retreat Center.
Activities
will
include
grief
workshops, crafts, rock wall climbing
and ziplining through the wood, and
will conclude with a memorial
service. To attend, applications must
be submitted by Wednesday, May 30.
Applications are made available by
calling (814) 432-6555 and more
information can be found on the VNA
website.

I.B.O. Archery Shooting
Two Mile Run County Park will host the
International Bow Hunting Organization
(I.B.O.) Archery Shooting Event at Pioneer
Flats area on July 13-15.
Events are held throughout the world and
draw hundred of visitors and participants
to host venues.
The IBO was created in 1984 by a dedicated group of
bowhunters who shared the desire to ensure that bowhunting
and the ideals of wildlife conservation survive, expand and
flourish to be shared, enjoyed, and passed on to future
generations.
Event organizers invite local volunteers to assist with set up
and help during the tournament. To offer your help or with
questions,
contact
Tom
Prody
(814)
758-3174,
tprody@venustel.com, or visit www.ibo.net.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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High Above 80 Explores Business Planning for Band
High Above 80 had its second
anniversary
as
a
band
in
April. Heading into year three, they
are overhauling their business plan
for the next 2-3 years, and deep into
our SWOT analysis. The band is finetuning several show formats for
entertainment buyers and seriously
upping their ‘stage presence’ game
with more action.
Charitable
considerations are now on the table
in this plan.
“Business planning for a band is a
little different than some ventures,”
says Frenchy Garcia (guitarist &
vocalist). “Musicianship is all about
the
fine
details
of
performing.
Business planning
involves the bigger picture. Live
shows are only a chunk of the end
game,” he says. “We also have
songwriting & recording happening,
90 miles of regional travel logistics,
and ambitions in other spots of the
greater music industry.”
“One of our biggest objectives early
on was getting the help of an agency
for bookings,” states Heidi Murdoch,
(manager and musician). “We met
that goal in 2017, and our
relationship with Great Lakes
Entertainment has opened many
doors to us that we would not have
had otherwise,” she added.

pursuits, Heidi has stepped into that
void, enabling us to move forward
uninterrupted,”
says
Garcia. “Tackling a song list as deep
as ours was no small challenge. She
was already filling the rhythm guitar
slot on assorted ukuleles, and has
added even more instruments to her
spot on stage,” he notes.

formats.
“We now have a ‘100% 80's Show,’
along with the ‘Yesterday & Today’
package–which is loaded with a full
set of contemporary hits. We’re
nailing down the final pieces of a
‘Tribute Show,’ says Heidi. “We will
have six featured artists, and six to
seven showcase songs from each of
those elite bands.
Jefferson
Airplane/Starship, Tom Petty, Heart,
& REO Speedwagon are four of the
chosen, and all of these are just
about complete,” she says.

High Above 80 is set to headline on
Saturday, August 4 at the Venango
County Fair. They will be on the big
stage from 6-10 p.m.
Other
upcoming shows of interest include
the Cross Creek Resort in Titusville
Booking for High Above 80 is almost
(June 23), and the Peak & Peak
100% handled now by their
Resort (September 15).
agency. To engage the band, call
“A big challenge hitting us from our Great Lakes Entertainment at (814)
agent was to expand our song list,” 392-3134 and specify the show
Murdoch says. “There are plenty format best suited for your
‘heavy’ rock acts in the region, & he audience. They can do corporate
wanted us to add more of the parties, grand opening/re-openings,
‘Daytime MTV’ (from the 80's) and weddings, clubs, political & other
contemporary dance material.”
specialty events.
The band is doing things not many in
the region are doing, including Lady
Gaga, Madonna, Kesha, Miley Cyrus,
Taylor Swift and Katy Perry. As a
result, they have exceeded their
original business plan’s target of 150
songs, enabling them to cater to
special clients with assorted show

Pictured below: Drummer Jim
Harkless (Oil City), Bassist Zachary
Taylor
(Rocky
Grove),
Guitarist Frenchy Garcia (Cranberry),
Ukulele & Keyboardist Heidi Murdoch
(Cranberry) , and Front Vocalist
Nicole Matson (Cranberry).

“We completed one full audio/video
recording project (“I Live In The
City” by the Electric Angels, Atlantic
Records, 1990) which is now up on
YouTube. The second such project,
“Winds of Change” (Jefferson
Starship, 1982), is underway, with
the audio completed and video
production projected to begin in
June,” she said.
Change is inevitable with bands, and
High Above 80 has not been
immune.
“Since our former
keyboardist moved on to other
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ABOUT
257 Buy Sell Trade is a retail
store that buys and sells preowned merchandise; repairs,
polishes, and refurbishes
jewelry; and provides watch
battery installations
FAST FACTS



257 Buy Sell Trade is
a
family-owned
business



Derek Bailey has been
d i a m o n d - c e r ti f i e d
through
the
Gemological Institute
of America



257 Buy Sell Trade
has a large inventory
of new and estate
jewelry

257 Buy Sell Trade

Family-Owned Specialty Goods
257 Buy Sell Trade is a family-owned
retail store that buys and sells preowned merchandise. The store is
owned and run by Derek Bailey and
deals in gold, silver, jewelry, coins,
electronics,
tools,
memorabilia,
musical instruments, and much
more. They offer brand new and
estate jewelry from their large
inventory and also offer minor
jewelry repair, jewelry polishing and
refurbishing services, and watch
battery installations.

“My favorite part about working in
Venango County is giving back to the
community and actually seeing the
difference,” said Derek. “We were
able to donate almost $900 to
Venango County Toy For Tots. We
did this through a campaign we
started called Touchdowns For Tots.
We donated a dollar for every point
the Oilers football team scored. It
was a fun time and got multiple
organizations working together to
help our youth.”

257 Buy Sell Trade got its start back
in April of 2013 and has been
learning and growing ever since.
Derek Bailey has been diamond
certified through the Gemological
Institute of America, contributing to
his tendency and desire for jewelry
in business.

The most challenging part of owning
a buy and sell business for Derek is
convincing people that his business
does not fall in with the typical
stereotype that is associated with it.
Derek tries to remind people that his
business is family owned and family
friendly.

“Most people are surprised to know
that we essentially have a minijewelry store inside the confines of
the business,” said Derek.

Keep your eye out next December for
their “Let it Snow, Get it Free”
holiday promotion that reimburses
customers for the money that they
spent in December if six or more
Derek loves being a business owner
inches of snow accumulates on New
in Venango County and the
Year’s Eve. Also, check out their
opportunities that he has to give
Facebook page for giveaways.
back to his community.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone:
(814) 670-0900
Address:
4317 State Route 257
Oil City , PA 16301
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/257Buy-Sell-Trade506246812754532/
Hours of Business:
Monday-Friday 10-6
Saturday 9-1
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The Venango Chamber will launch
Leadership Venango this September,
a nine-month program designed to
strengthen
leadership
and
professional development skills of
current and future business leaders.

Each session will be around a
leadership topic, have a focus on
regional
assets
and
include
interactive
activities.
Class
participants will leave the program
with a richer understanding of the
challenges and opportunities in the
The program, one of more than 50
Venango Area and will be better
professional leadership programs
tooled for positive impact in their
throughout the state, will begin with
businesses and community.
a two-day retreat (September 21 &
22) and continue with full-day The cost of the class is $950. Tuition
sessions on the second Wednesday covers all program materials,
of each month through May, with instructors, the opening retreat,
graduation held in June.
lunches, and administrative cost.
Tuition is non-refundable.

Attendance and full participation is
required at every session, the twoday retreat, and graduation, unless
an emergency arises. In which case,
only two excused absences for
emergency situations will be
allowed. Additional time may be
required
for
some
session
participation and other program
elements.
More information and an application
will be available in June at
www.leadershipvenango.org.

Be Here Ambassador Trainings Held
We now have 28 official Be Here Ambassadors out in the community! We started
the Be Here Ambassador Program in May as a way to engage local, positive
community members and provide them with information and resources to help
spread the message that the Venango Area is a great place to live, work, and play.
Three trainings were held at Karma Coffee Company in Oil City, Bossa Nova Café
Roastery in Franklin, and the Chicken Coop Studio 306 in Emlenton. We plan to hold
more trainings in the future. If you would like to become a Be Here Ambassador,
please fill out the form at beherevenango.org/ambassador.
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Joyce Morgan
Joyce Morgan served on the
Venango Chamber board from 2014
through 2016 and came back this
year, after taking a break to
complete her master’s degree in
Nursing Leadership and Education.
She has worked at UPMC Northwest
for 33 years and is currently the
Director of Patient and Community
Relations, as well as the Director of
the Diabetes Center.
“From the several years I have been
involved with the Chamber, I have
seen growth in the leadership of the
board and feel we have an organized
approach to meet the needs of our
members,” she told us. “We are
doing better at promoting local
business, culture and quality of life
in our area.”
Joyce feels she can add her
perspective and experience as a
healthcare worker and educator to
the diverse board. She plans on
focusing her energy on the

Education and Advocacy committees
and is impressed with FLEX,
commenting that they provide hope
for an exciting future for our area.

the Assumption Grade School,
graduated from Venango Christian
High School, and went on to attend
college at Gannon University. She is
an avid fan of the Pittsburgh sports
teams, and her hobbies include
gardening and swimming. She has
two dogs, Sassy and Tilly, and she
will welcome four cats to the
menagerie, as she was recently
engaged in April.

Connections are something Joyce
sees as being critical in our region
and knows the Chamber plays a key
role in making them. For example,
when Joyce’s fiancé Dick was
looking for a venue for an archery
shoot, she was able to work with the
Chamber to find the right fit in our She is proud of her Polish heritage
region.
and has had the opportunity to visit
Poland twice. Although she enjoys
This led to bringing an International
traveling, she is happy to call
Bowhunting Organization (IBO)
Venango County home.
National Championship to Venango
County, to be held July 13-15 at Two “We are fortunate to live in such a
Mile Run County Park, which will beautiful part of Pennsylvania. I am
attract hundreds of visitors to the so happy we have seen a growth in
area, resulting in a positive impact tourism and I think people are
for local businesses.
drawn here for the work/life
balance. It is helpful when recruiting
Born and raised in Oil City, Joyce’s
for positions at the hospital,” she
family owned a store on Spruce
said. “I have always liked the small
Street, then a restaurant/bar on
community atmosphere.”
North Seneca Street. She attended

The Taco Shack Celebrates One Year
Congratulations to The Taco Shack on celebrating one year of
business on July 1st! Owner Chris Antonov is planning specials
to celebrate the anniversary and will share details on Facebook.
The Taco Shack will be one of this year’s food vendors in Justus
Park, at both the Bike ‘n Brew and Oil Heritage Festival.
The restaurant is located at 222 Center Street in Oil City and is
open Tuesday-Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

9

Christ Episcopal Church Receives Historic Preservation Award
The Oil Region Alliance held a Christ Episcopal Church, located at
Preservation
Workshop
in 16 Central Avenue in Oil City,
Pleasantville on May 19.
received an award for Preservation
Stewardship. This Gothic Revival
The Oil Heritage Region Historic
masterpiece was constructed in
Preservation Awards have been
1886. Work done on the church over
awarded since 1997 and were
the past 40 years includes the
created to recognize projects that
chancel area, altar, flooring, Rose
represent preservation, restoration
window, slate roof, window, and an
and rehabilitation; acknowledge
addition of a handicapped lift.
initiatives, services or commitment
to the preservation of historic Recently, the church embarked on a
structures; create an advocacy for façade improvement that included
historic preservation through a repairs to the wood louvers on the
greater public awareness of the built bell tower, damaged wing wall, front
environment; and enhance a region- main entrance door & threshold,
wide preservation ethic in both the door at ADA entrance, and stone
public and private sectors.
window well.

Recent work was completed by
Gustafson General Contracting. The
Oil City Main Street program
provided funding through its façade
grant program for work on the bell
tower, louvers and front entrance
doors.

Yogi Berra – What does he have to do with Route 8 Reconstruction ?
In 1973, American Baseball Great
and part time philosopher Yogi
Berra uttered the famous quote “it
ain’t over till it’s over.” This March,
after PennDOT announced they
would no longer be considering two
lane options for the Route 8
resurfacing
project
between
Franklin and Barkeyville, the public
uttered a collective sigh of relief.
This section of highway is the
economic lifeline for Venango
County, connecting towns from
Franklin to Warren to Interstate 80.
Two elements led to this decision.
First, the cost of resurfacing the
highway as two-lanes versus fourlanes is not significantly different. If
done, the traffic congestion would
increase
immediately
upon

10

completion of the road work. When Commission office for those
you consider that the life of the interested
in
seeing
what
surface is from 25 to 40 years, this transportation projects will be
decision is a big one for the future of included in the 2019 – 2022 Plan
our region and would be a gamble  6/11: A public information meeting
that highway activity would not will be held on the 2019–2022 TIP
increase significantly over this from 1 - 3 p.m. at the Northwest
period of time. PennDOT wisely Commission office.
took this into account.
 6/26:
The
Northwest
TAC
Advisory
The second factor was the strong ( T r a n s po r t a t i o n
Committee)
will
vote
on
the 2019–
public outcry for maintaining this
2022
TIP
at
the
PennDOT
District 1
highway as a four-lane road. Over
300 people attended the meeting at -0 office at 1 p.m. This is the key
Franklin High School in February to meeting where the decision for
show support and that definitely had funding will be approved. Later
that day, a public comment meeting
an impact on the decision.
will be held on the proposals for
But back to Yogi Berra—PennDOT the Route 8 project options but the
announced on March 28 that they decision for funding will have been
would no longer be considering two- addressed by that time. The public
lane options in a press release, but is encouraged to attend either or
the job is not over. The official both meetings.
decision will be made by vote over
the next month and then we will Our community really stepped up to
know for sure. The process of support the retention of four-lanes
approval will follow the path below: on Route 8, which was inspiring to
see.
Your continued support is
 5/11 thru 6/11: The Draft TIP encouraged through the TAC
(Transportation Plan) will be on meeting on June 26. Remember—“It
public display at the Northwest ain’t over till it’s over.”
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Matric Hosts Business Leaders for NFIB Meeting
Seneca-based Matric hosted a
National Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB) town hall meeting
in May, bringing together several
small business owners of Venango
County for a roundtable discussion
on state and federal regulations with
Congressman Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson
and PA State Senator Scott
Hutchinson.
During the meeting, attendees had
the chance to discuss pressing
matters affecting their businesses
with the representatives, including
trucking regulations, healthcare,
conflict mineral laws, drug testing
and the opioid crisis heavily affecting
Western PA. In turn, Thompson and

Hutchinson provided insight into the
issues from a legislative perspective
and offered updates on the current
state of government at the state and
federal levels.
The meeting ended with a tour of
Matric’s 84,000 square-ft. facility
and a view of their new $1.4 million
surface mount technology (SMT) line
in action.
Matric Group, an electronics contract
manufacturer, reports that 2018 has
been a busy year, leading to a yearlong hiring binge, much to the
benefit of Venango County. Now over

300 employees, Matric plans to
continue adding to its workforce, as
customer demand remains high.
If you or someone you know is
looking for an exciting new
opportunity, Matric has multiple fulltime positions available for both day
and night shifts. These positions
include
assemblers,
planners,
electrical and electronic technicians
and come with benefits and
opportunities for advancement and
tuition
assistance.
For
more
information or to apply, please visit
www.matric.com.

Social Media Advice: The Power of a Share
In a world where people are bombarded with hundreds How can you encourage sharing of your posts?
of social media posts daily and algorithms control what
 Make sure your content is shareable. Is it
is seen, how can your business stand out? One way to
interesting, relevant, and something your followers
get your posts out there is by encouraging people to use
would want to send to other people?
the share button.
 Include people in your posts. People like to see
When someone shares your post onto their personal
photos of those they know.
feed, it helps you reach a larger audience. In addition to
 Hold a Facebook contest. Encourage people to share
reaching your current followers, your post can be seen
your post to enter to win prizes.
by the sharer’s Facebook friends.
 Ask for shares. By simply adding a line in your post
There is also a better chance that those people will be
such as “please share this post,” you are creating a
interested in your product or service now, because they
call to action.
trust the recommendation of friends and family.
 Create relationships. The more people get to know
your business and appreciate what you do, the more
they will be willing to share your content.
The share button is an online version of word-of-mouth
marketing. By engaging with people and encouraging
them to share your posts, you create growth potential
for both your social media page and business.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Meet Slider and Vallies of Farmers National Bank
The Farmers National Bank of Emlenton
recently announced that Amanda J. Slider
has joined the organization as Assistant
Vice President, Commercial Loan Officer.
In this position, Amanda will be
responsible for developing and expanding
business relationships in the Seneca,
Titusville, St. Marys and Ridgway markets.
She has over 14 years of banking and
lending experience, with demonstrated
knowledge in commercial financing, credit
underwriting and account management.
Amanda currently serves on the Board of Directors for Hope 21
Ministries Advisory Council and formerly served on the Venango
County Regional Planning Commission and Venango Catholic
High School Boards. Additionally, she is an active member of the
Pennsylvania Economic Development Association (PEDA).
Amanda holds a Master of Business Administration degree from
Clarion University of Pennsylvania, a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Albright College, and is a Certified Economic Development
Finance Professional with the National Development Council.
Also on the team at Farmers National Bank is Devon D. Vallies,
who was recently promoted to Branch Manager of the Seneca
Office.
In this position, Devon will oversee all daily operations, develop
and maintain consumer and business relationships, and ensure
the delivery of high quality customer
service. He has been in the banking
industry for over three years and with
Farmers National Bank since 2016. Devon
is a recent graduate from the Bank’s
Management Training Program and
actively volunteers in Clarion and Venango
County communities.
Devon holds a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Business Administration, with a
concentration in Human Resources and
Management, from Clarion University.
For more information about Farmers National Bank, please visit
the website at www.farmersnb.com or call 877-862-9270.
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Kitten Season at Humane Society
Spring finally arrived in Venango County and with it came green
grass, flowers, and newborn kittens. This awaited, temporal
season may be “spring” to you, but for the Venango County
Humane Society, it is “Kitten Season.”
It is a season that is anticipated every year. Currently, the VCHS
has 40 kittens to foster and/or adopt. It is a tremendous task to
keep our most vulnerable residents healthy and vibrant, but
these young ones are fortunately under the watchful eye of
their kennel attendant, Caitlyn Brady.
Caitlyn is from Franklin and has
been working at the Venango
County Humane Society since
November. Her aspiration is to be
a veterinarian and she feels this
position is giving her the valuable
experience she needs before
entering into that program.
When asked what she observed at
the shelter that makes it special,
she said: “At this shelter, the care
and needs of the animals come
first.”
You can meet Caitlyn and the other shelter attendants by
visiting the Venango County Humane Society. Training for
foster parent and mentor programs is underway. Please
consider participating in this rewarding program.
To support our kittens, a Victorian Kit-Tea Shower will be held
on June 23, from 1-3 p.m., at the Great Room of the Transit
Building in Oil City. Admission is $10 for adults and children 10
and up and $5 for ages 9 and younger. This cost will pay for up
to three vaccinations per kitten. You may also attend by
bringing items from our “Wish List.” Items needed are Purina
Kitten Chow, KY jelly, and fleece blankets. A complete list can
be found on an insert in this month’s newsletter, and on the
Venango County Humane Society Fan Club Facebook page.
Purchase tickets at the shelter or RSVP by June 19 by calling
Deb at (814) 671-5283.

Venango County Hazardous Waste Collection
Four Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)/
Electronics Collection Events have been
scheduled for 2018-2019. They will take place at
the Cranberry Mall from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on June
16, September 29, January 26, and March 30. For
more information and to register, call 1-866-815
-0016 or log-on to ecsr.net.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Art Inside Partners Celebrate Their Art
George Cooley and Margaret Brostrom of Art Inside have four exciting announcements about their art:



Now through July 1, they each have an art piece at the Erie Art Museum’s 2018 Spring Show. About 100 pieces
were selected from over 600 entries for the exhibit.



Currently on display at Oil City’s Karma Coffee Company are works from the two artists
embellishing human NRA targets. Margaret’s flower paintings are also at Karma.



The two artists will open their studios with other artists for the fifth annual Oil City
Artists’ Studio Tour. The tour is Saturday, June 16, and Sunday, June 17, with a preview
reception at Karma Coffee Company on Friday, June 8. More info at ArtInsidePA.com.



George and Margaret have teamed up to present their “Human Targets” series at
ArtPrize10. ArtPrize is recognized as the most-attended public art event on the planet. The
event is in Grand Rapids, MI, and runs September 19 to October 7 (see ArtPrize.org.)

COSTARS Meeting Held
At the request of Representative R. Lee James, a meeting was recently held to update local
municipalities on the COSTARS program.
COSTARS is the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s cooperative purchasing program
administered by the Department of General Services (DGS) Bureau of Procurement. The
COSTARS program provides registered local public procurement units, state-affiliated entities
(together known as COSTARS Members) and
qualified COSTARS suppliers a tool to find
and do business with each other through the
use of a contract established by DGS.
On the right, Rep. James is pictured with Kimberly Bullivant, PA
Department of Gerneral Services COSTARS Marketing Manager.

Deanna Wolfgong’s family lived all over
the world and settled down in Venango
County when she was in sixth grade. She
has always loved music and turned that
passion into a music therapy business,
and also works as a teacher’s aide and
music instructor. She enjoys visiting
local businesses, using the recreational
trails, and volunteering her time within
the community.
You can read Deanna’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Four Words From a Billionaire That Could Change the Way You Network
By Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell

In my typical scouring of the internet to find inspiration
for my monthly networking article, I did the usual. I had
an idea in mind; I searched for some related articles, and
found nothing. I stumbled across three or four more
other seemingly great topics, but could not figure out
how to expand upon them in a way that is not
plagiarism. Then, I read four words from the billionaire
philanthropist Melinda Gates that lifted my monthly
writer’s block (and also sent me down a psychology
rabbit hole)—“Get comfortable being uncomfortable.”

uncomfortable situations in a
constructive manner.
In
an
uncomfortable
situation, I notice my heart
rate increase, my mind begins
to race, and I tuck my hands
in to my front pockets as I
grin and nod my head. When I notice these things, I do
not label them as good or bad, I simply note them. Then,
I can try to bring myself and my mind back in to the
room. My inner dialogue sounds like this; “You’re doing
the hands in pockets and nodding thing again. You must
be uncomfortable. That is fine, you can feel that later.
For now though you have to focus on engaging others in
conversation and not standing in a corner.”

Sure, being uncomfortable is uh…uncomfortable. It is
most people’s natural instinct to avoid situations that
push the limits of their comfort zones. People much
smarter than I call it Avoidance Coping, and also say that
it can be a contributing factor in anxiety. Say I hate going
to crowded places, so I try not to stray from my comfort
Strive to be more mindful, acknowledge your emotions,
zones. Slowly but surely the places in which I feel most
and get comfortable being uncomfortable.
comfortable will begin to shrink, and I will not leave my
own home due to the overwhelming anxiety of the
discomfort found in places that are not my home.
I try to constantly push my boundaries, and because of
that I typically find myself in uncomfortable situations. It
is how you handle these uncomfortable situations that
can define you, your network, and your career. For
example, if I back down and retreat to my safe space any
time I experience social discomfort, I will most likely not
be able to develop a great network.
I could have a network of hundreds on LinkedIn, but
how well will these people know me? Will they feel
comfortable connecting me to one of their connections?
Conversely, if I am mindful of what I am feeling and
acknowledge those emotions, I can begin to cope with

PennDOT Welcomes New District Executive
James “Jim” A. Foringer, P.E., has been
appointed the District Executive for the
northwestern region of the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT).
Foringer will be responsible for overseeing all
functions in PennDOT District 1, which serves
Crawford, Erie, Forest, Mercer, Venango, and
Warren counties.
Jim has held various positions over his 33 years with the
department and recently served as Acting Director of the Bureau
of Project Delivery in PennDOT’s Harrisburg office. He succeeds
William Petit, P.E., of Erie. Petit retired from the position earlier
this year after more than 35 years with the department.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

15

24 SENECA STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT # 280

Address Service Requested

Board of Directors
Greg Merkel, Pres.
Matt Caldwell, Vice Pres.
Trenton Moulin, Treas.
Jeannie Henry, Sec.
Rebecca Beach
Doug Eberle
Dr. Kate Eckert
Shari Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Joyce Morgan
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
Ashley Cowles

16

Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm

Caldwell Printing Services
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Clarion County Community Bank
Agway
Eckert Chiropractic

Chamber Events Calendar
JUNE
5
14
21
21

Chamber Day at the Capitol, Harrisburg
Farmer’s Bank/Cranberry Pennzoil After Hours Mixer, 5-7 p.m.
Board Meeting, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
FLEX Monthly Meeting, Location TBD, 12-1 p.m.

Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber

JULY

The Barnard House
Clarion University
Steel Valley Authority
King’s Landscaping
Joy Global
UPMC Northwest
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
VENANGOPLAYS.ORG
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Welcome Home Students!
The Importance of a Summer Internship or Job
As warm weather arrives, we begin
to see faces of college students
reappearing in our area. These
students will work at local
businesses and contribute to our
community for the next three
months while they’re home.

“If you show your passion and
dedication to work, especially as an
intern,
it
highlights
your
commitment to an organization,
which can reap benefits for you now
and in the future,” said Alan McBride,
Global Talent Manager at Komatsu
Mining Corp. “I still believe my first
internship helped me get to where I
am today in my professional career
in building my confidence and being
in control of my own development.”

Whether it’s a part-time job at a local
restaurant or an internship at a
business that coincides with their
college major, students gain skills
and experience they can take
throughout their careers while Each year, FLEX reaches out to
working at summer jobs.
students and invites them to events,
including the Summer Kick-Off in
Think about a job or internship you
June and the Student Appreciation
had as a student—what did you gain
Luncheon in August.
from it? We spoke with a couple
FLEX members who shared how The Summer Kick-Off is a way for
these opportunities have led to students and young professionals to
success in their current careers:

get to know each other while having
fun outdoors, and the Student
Appreciation Luncheon is an
opportunity for us to thank these
students for working in our area for
the summer, as we send them off to
their fall semester.
We
invite
all
local
young
professionals and students to join us
on Saturday, June 9, for our 2018
Summer Kick-Off, where we’ll enjoy
brunch at OARS (located at 250 Elk
Street in Franklin), then kayak down
the beautiful Allegheny River.
We have a limited number of kayaks
available, so please RSVP as soon as
possible if you plan to attend by
visiting bit.ly/FLEXSummerKickOff.

“Working in my community during
summer break helped me build
relationships and expand my
network,” said Rachel Stiller,
Inventory Accountant at Borchers
Americas, Inc. “It gave me hands on
experience, which helped me in my
studies and gave me confidence in
applying for jobs. I was also able to
learn about myself and what type of
career I would enjoy after college.
Because of my summer job
opportunities, I have a great
foundation to my career.”

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

A Venango County native, Sarah
Boston grew up in Kennerdell,
before attending college at Slippery
Rock University. She is co-owner of
Bostons Buy Sell and Gold
Exchange, which she opened with
her husband upon returning to the
area about a year ago.
Sarah has two bachelor’s degrees—
in Interdisciplinary Studies and History, with a focus
on East Asian history and cultures. While in college, she
participated in the Japanese Club, Arabic Club, MMA
Club, and Model NATO.
After studying the Japanese language and volunteering
with the Japanese American Society of Pennsylvania
(JASP) and University of Pittsburgh Asian Center, she
moved to Japan as an ESL volunteer for a few months.
Through her studies, she presented her research at the
Indiana University of Pennsylvania’s Asian Studies
Research Conference.

Sarah has worked on educational outreach programs
with professors to bring culture into communities and
schools. Moving back to Venango County, she was able
to do a Japanese Workshop at the Franklin Library last
summer.
Within the next few years, she hopes to bring more
diversity and unique opportunities that will inspire the
community to learn and grow. With the county's
unique history, she would like to incorporate and
organize a Steam Punk/Diesel Punk Society to attract
more people to the history of the area while also
having fun and being creative.
Sarah enjoys exploring the area with her husband and
dogs through hiking, kayaking, or cave spelunking, and
she likes learning new things and volunteering.
“I enjoy the many opportunities there are to allow me
to contribute and give back to the community,” she
said.

Volunteer at Bike ‘n Brew
We’re looking for volunteers for this year’s Bike ‘n Brew! The event is on
Saturday, July 21, in Justus Park, with outdoor activities and information from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. and a brewfest with samples from local breweries from 4 to 8 p.m.
We will need help with set-up, ticket sales, security, raffles, tear-down, and more,
and all volunteers will get $15 off a brewfest ticket to participate when they are
not volunteering.
Interested? Please fill out the form at bit.ly/BNBVolunteer by June 22.

Podcast Recommendation: This American Life
By Marissa Dechant

Summer travels call for easy entertainment.
Those looking for an engaging podcast to
while away the hours on a long roadtrip
must check out This American Life, an hourlong weekly show that casts a distinctive
light on everyday people.
The show, in its 23rd year, boasts more than
600 episodes, with topics ranging from the
secret life of car dealership salespeople to
the confusing political climate of college
campuses.
No matter your tastes, This American Life captures listeners'
attention by showcasing what it means to be human, in all its
glory and imperfection.
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●
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Matthew Boston is the owner of
three local businesses—Bostons
Buy Sell and Gold Exchange,
Boston’s Blade Works, and Little
Hammers Forge.
He grew up south of Venango
County in Volant, spent summers
in Tionesta, and went on to attend
Butler County Community College,
where he earned an associate’s degree in psychology.
While obtaining his degree, Matthew volunteered with
the Crisis Shelter and the Covenant House in New
Castle and supported the Art Department at Slippery
Rock University’s Art Department, as a donor and
through making props for productions.

techniques. Before starting his businesses, Matthew
had a five-year apprenticeship, which has helped with
his success.
Through his buy, sell, trade business, he has a variety
of items such as jewelry, gold, silver, video games,
coins, DVD’s, and music, as well as a space for trading
and playing card games. His other two businesses are
focused on his metal working skills, where he produces
unique designs with a historical flare.
Matthew has goals to expand his businesses, establish
education in traditional metal crafts, and bring unique
ventures to the community. In his free time, he enjoys
working with metal and going on adventures with his
wife and dogs, especially hiking and trying out new
places for dining and entertainment.

Matthew is also an educator in traditional metal craft, “Working within Venango County has provided me the
including bladesmithing, knife making, metal castings, opportunity to meet new people with unique stories,”
and jewelry processes, using historical recreations and he said.

FLEX: Not Just About Socializing
While FLEX enjoys having a good time, our goal is to do
much more than that. As future leaders and
entrepreneurs, we recognize we need to assist young
professionals in gaining skills that will help throughout
their careers. We are working to be the best
professionals we can, to move our region forward.

also coordinate volunteer outings, like at the Shepherd’s
Green Food Pantry pictured below, bringing
opportunities to help out our own community.

Sure, we host happy hours, beer tastings, ski trips, and
pottery nights—but FLEX is more than just a social
opportunity. We invite you to get involved for
Because of that, we introduced FLEX Your Goals last leadership development, professional growth,
year, a program focused on working to reach both networking opportunities, and so much more, because
personal and professional goals. Through this program, WE are the future of the Venango Area.
we use an app called Goalify where we set goals and
encourage one another, and hosted a book club, where
we read The Compound Effect and held discussions.
Coming up, we will host two more events—a speaker
series and another book club—focused on leadership
development, as well as personal and professional
growth (see details on back).
In addition to FLEX Your Goals, we are constantly
planning our own events, which brings us experience in
team work, budgeting, communication, and more. We

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

FLEX met up at Scierka’s Tavern’s Spring Beer Tasting in May, where we had tried some
delicious craft beer, met some great people, and spread the word about Bike ‘n Brew!

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
• Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, June 1, 9 a.m. |
Call Number: +1 712-832-8330, Access Code: 742 9689
• Bike ‘n Brew Poster Raid: Friday, June 1, 7 p.m. | Meet at BarrowCivic Theatre or Chamber for posters & R Bandana Winery after
• Speaker Series: Thursday, June 7, 12-1 p.m., Komatsu Mining
Corp., Franklin | Bring your own lunch
• Summer Kick-Off: Saturday, June 9, 11 a.m. brunch, 12 p.m. float
OARS (250 Elk St, Franklin) | RSVP at bit.ly/FLEXSummerKickOff
• Bike ‘n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, June 12, 5:30 p.m., Scierka’s
Tavern, Oil City | Food available for $5, RSVP to Ashley by 6/8
• Book Club: Thursday, June 14, 12 - 1 p.m., Tipsy Chef, Oil
City | Bring your own lunch

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming our newest
FLEX members:
Bobbie Jones
Devon Vallies
Hannah Kennedy
Joslyn Dechant

Lance Lake
Marlie Manning
Sydney Herdle
Tessa Byham

Interested in becoming a member? Ask
for a form at the next event or meeting,
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.

• Monthly Meeting: Thursday, June 21, 12 - 1 p.m., Tipsy Chef, Oil
City | Bring your own lunch
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CONTACT US:

S NAPS HOTS F RO M T HE 2017
C HAMBER G OLF S CRAMBLE

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce
24 Seneca St. Box 376
Oil City, PA 16301

Place
stamp
here

[11AM shotgun start]

Thursday, July 26, 2018

WanaNgo Country CLub
314 Chestnut Street
Reno, PA

V ENANGO A REA
C HAMBER OF C OMMERCE

Includes a foursome



Sponsorship banner with name
Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”

Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”



*APPROPRIATE GOLF ATTIRE IS REQUIRED

NOTE: DOOR PRIZES MAY BE DROPPED OFF AT
THE CHAMBER OR AT THE SCRAMBLE, OR CALL
676-8521 FOR US TO PICK THEM UP! THANKS!

Sponsorship sign placed at sponsored hole



HOLE SPONSOR $50




EVENT SPONSOR $100

Recognition in Chamber Newsletter
“VenangoWorks”



Major Sponsorship Banner with logo

BANNER SPONSOR $550

The Chamber’s Annual Golf Scramble serves as a fun
activity and mixer for the membership while serving as
an important fundraiser. For the event to be a success
this year, we need your help...please consider being a
sponsor.

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION

50/50 ● DOOR PRIZES ● MULLIGANS

Interested in playing but no team?
Contact us for available opportunities.

Putting Contest: Sponsored by
Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm

Hole 10: Trip Hole in One, Sponsored by
Williams Insurance & Travel

Hole 17: Car Hole in One
(car parked on 10), Sponsored by
Allegheny Toyota

Golf Contests

Skill Prizes

Prizes:
Mens/Womens/Mixed Divisions

Skill prizes and team prizes will be awarded, and
there will also be door prizes and 5 hole-in-one prize
opportunities.

We hope to have
a full lineup of
men’s, women’s
and mixed teams
for this year’s
Chamber Golf
Scramble.

$

DINNER ONLY

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Expiration Date: ___ ___ /___ ___

OR register ONLINE at www.venangochamber.org

3-digit Verification Code: ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Please print Credit Card Numbers on the lines provided below:

Checks payable to: VACC
Please fill out the following information if paying by Credit Card.

□ Please Invoice □ Check Enclosed □ Credit Card

PHONE

ADDRESS

1._______________________________________
2._______________________________________
3._______________________________________
4._______________________________________

PLAYERS

COMPANY NAME

TOTAL:

Yes, I will donate a door prize.
Description of Door Prize: _____________________

Yes, I would like to volunteer, please contact me.

30

$ 400

COST
FOURSOME

Sign up for: GOLFING

$ 50

$ 100

EVENT SPONSOR
HOLE SPONSOR

$ 550

COST

BANNER SPONSOR

Sign up for: SPONSORSHIPS

RESERVATION FORM

V E N A N G O A R E A C H A M B E R O F C O M M E RC E

