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Celebrating 50 Years of
Serving the Community

Glenview
Apothecary
“This is about keeping my father’s legacy
going, helping the customers who have
been coming here for years, and serving
the community.” - Jim Himes
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
TrAils to Ales Brewery, Inc.
Contact: Dave Ballard
1270 Liberty Street
Franklin, PA 16323
Email: trailstoalesbrewery@gmail.com
Published Category: Brewery

TrAils to Ales was founded with a mission
to buy and support local business and
offer a unique meeting place to enjoy local
food and micro brewed beer. TrAils to
Ales is owned by six successful business
owners.

Best Wishes to Dottie!
Dottie Tawney joined the staff of the
Venango Chamber as Executive
Assistant in February of 2011. While
not a native of Venango County,
Dottie easily fit in, when moving
from West Virginia with her family
in 1996.

Dottie has been known for her
always pleasant greetings, knack for
solving any problem put in front of
her, and talent at pulling off any
event while making it look easy.
On May 1, Dottie will begin working
for the County of Venango, in the
County Commissioners’ office. While
a great loss for those of us who have
had the pleasure to work with her,
this role provides Dottie with new
opportunities and challenges, while
still working with the public she has
come to know and enjoy.

Many locals first got to know her in
her work with the March of Dimes,
where she had the opportunity to
meet businesses and volunteers
from a multi county area. When
March of Dimes closed its local
office, Dottie went on to work at
Barr’s Insurance before returning to
When you call the County, you very
the non-profit world at the Venango
well may find that it is Dottie’s voice
Chamber.
at the other end of the line. I hope
A natural fit for chamber work, you will join us in thanking Dottie

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce
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venangochamber

for her incredible service at the
Venango Chamber and in wishing
her the very best in her next
adventure.

VenangoChamber
Venango Area Chamber
of Commerce Group
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Glenview Apothecary Serves Community for 50 Years
“A few years ago I didn’t think we’d
make it, but we did it,” said James
(Jim) Himes, owner of Glenview
Apothecary in Oil City, as he reflects
on the past 50 years that the
pharmacy has served our area.
Glenview Apothecary was originally
opened as a partnership in 1968,
became a single owner business in
1976, and was then incorporated in
1989. The business was located in
the Glenview Professional Building
on Glenview Ave in Oil City, and then
moved to the current location in
1992.
James R. Himes’ son, Jim, returned to
the area in 1989 to take over the
family business, after living and
working for 10 years as a
pharmacist at the Shadyside
Hospital in Pittsburgh.
The current location of Glenview
Apothecary—2 Spring Street—had
been vacant for many years, once
housing a number of businesses,
including a gas station, laundromat,
Domino’s Pizza, and Dunkin’ Donuts.
In 1991, Jim and his father
purchased
the
building
and
remodeled it, and it became the new
home of Glenview Apothecary.
“We have seen some problems, but
we’ve survived,” said Jim. “If I were

to give advice to a new business
owner, I’d tell them it takes a lot of
hard work and sacrifice, and you
have to be willing to make it work.”

Although Glenview Apothecary is a
local, small town pharmacy, they are
doing all they can to keep up with
the change in technology and
offerings. “Technology can be a
Currently, Glenview Apothecary has
challenge, but we can’t operate
eight employees who he credits
without it,” said Jim.
much of the success of the business,
along with his wife Gretchen.
The business uses computers to
receive prescription orders, look up
The business offers services such as
insurance and billing information,
prescription filling, delivery, and a
and to even check on narcotic
retail store with a variety of items
prescriptions through a state
for sale, including toiletries, over-the
database, in an effort to cut down on
-counter medicine, candy, local
abuse and fraud.
books, and greeting cards. The
greeting cards were added more Telemedicine is also a service that
recently and have been a draw for Jim foresees coming into more
many, especially because they are pharmacies in the near future, as a
often updated and way for local customers to connect
cost only $0.99.
with healthcare professionals in
larger, urban areas, such as
Overall,
their
Pittsburgh.
customer service
and delivery is In addition, Glenview Apothecary
what has kept has become licensed to do vaccines,
them going. Many and plans to start offering those
customers Jim still services in the near future.
sees today he was
“This is about keeping my father’s
introduced to as a
legacy going, helping the customers
high
school
who have been coming here for
student
when
years, and serving the community,”
working in his
Jim said. “My goal is to see the store
father’s store.
continue on.”

Pictured on cover: Jim Himes, Amber Gahr, Rhoda Wagner, Tim Weis

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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FLEX Names Young Professional of the Year
Congratulations
to
Charlie
Cotherman, the 2018 Young
Professional of the Year! He is the
pastor of Oil City Vineyard Church,
which was started in 2016 by
Charlie and his wife, Aimee.
Charlie gave a very motivational
speech at FLEX Presents, and a
summary, along with photos, can be
found in the FLEX FYI portion of this
newsletter.

SpringFest at Deer Creek Winery
Dust off your cowboy boots and mosey on down to SpringFest
2018! It’s Deer Creek’s 9th annual celebration of YOU—their
friends and followers. The event is free to attend, just
remember to RSVP so they can prepare enough food.
There will be door prizes, giveaways, wagon rides, fun
interactive games, and more. Take advantage of special
SpringFest sales and stock up on your favorite Deer Creek
wines.
For more information, visit
www.deercreekwine.com,
and
check out the insert in this
month’s newsletter about a
Chamber Mixer to be held at the
winery on Thursday, May 10.

Chamber Executive Director Susan Williams joins Luke Ruot
and Mark Heim every Wednesday Morning at 8 a.m. on The
Morning Drill, updating listeners on the latest news from the
Chamber and the Venango Area. You can tune in on the radio
at 1230 AM or to the online video
live cast on
www.streamnewsnow.com.
Do you have news you’d live Susan to share? Make sure to
contact the Chamber on Tuesdays to pass it along.
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Seminars at Small Business Development Center
Business skills workshops:



Facebook/Instagram Integration for Business – Clarion on
May 1 at 6 p.m.



Understanding the Numbers: Accounting and Financial
Analysis for your Business – Coudersport on May 9 at 8 a.m.

Thinking of starting your own business?
Attend a First Step seminar!



Clarion: Saturday, May 5, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.



Smethport: Friday, May 11, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.



DuBois: Saturday, May 19, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Visit clarion.edu/sbdc to learn more about SBDC programs.

Mother’s Day Events
Looking for somewhere to take the mother(s) in your life this
Mother’s Day? Numerous Chamber members are hosting
brunches on May 13, including:
Cross Creek Resort
Seatings at 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. & 3:30 p.m.
Reservations: (814) 827-9611
Karma Coffee Company
Seatings at 11 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Reservations: (814) 493-8628
Wanango Country Club
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Reservations: (814) 676-8133 option #3 or online at
www.wanangocountryclub.com
Are you having a Mother’s Day event, too? Add it to our
community calendar by clicking “submit your event to the
community calendar” at the bottom of the page at
venangoplays.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Webco Industries Makes Donation to Oil City Playground
Webco Industries, a longtime
member of the Chamber, recently
made a donation of $15,000 to
support the Land of Laughter
Playground in Oil City.
The City plans to install new
playground equipment and to
landscape the property, which has
not been upgraded since it was built
over 20 years ago.

midst of its own expansion to
The donation from Webco is the nearby plots of land purchased by
largest received by the campaign for the company.
the playground. Work is planned to
Webco, located on Seneca Street in
begin in May.
Oil City with an additional facility in
In addition to their support of Reno, came to the area in 1988 and
community efforts, Webco is in the went public in 1994.

The company
is a specialty
manufacturer of high-quality carbon
and stainless steel tubing products.
Learn more about the business at
webcotube.com.

What Can You Do With Your Newsletter?
You looked through your monthly
Chamber newsletter, gained some
insight and learned about other
members—now what? Instead of
just throwing it away or letting it get
buried under papers on your desk,
we’ve gathered a list of ideas to help
you decide what to do with your
newsletter.

out on display for people to read and So, what are you going to do with
learn about what the Chamber is all YOUR newsletter? These are just a
about!
few of many ways that you can reuse
and further your monthly newsletter
Spread the word. Did you read an
from the Chamber.
article that you loved, or learn
something about a member you We are happy to continue to send a
didn’t know about? We encourage printed copy to you and any
you to tell other people, either in additional people at your business,
person or online. If you share it on but please let us know if you
Share it. The newsletter is not just social media remember to use the would prefer only a digital copy.
full of information about happenings hashtags
#VenangoWorks
and
and businesses in the area, each #BeHereVenango.
month it provides articles that could
Recycle it. After you’ve read it,
help out another person or business.
shared it with others, and set it out
Once you’re finished reading your
for a few months or so, make sure to
newsletter, share it with a friend,
recycle your newsletter instead of
customer, or an acquaintance for
tossing it in the garbage can. There
them to read, too.
are hundreds of benefits to
Set it out. Do you have a waiting recycling, and we encourage you to
room where people spend time, or a recycle whenever possible! If you
table that people pass by often? aren’t able to take your recycling to
Putting your newsletter somewhere a reciprocal, you can bring your
like this helps you to share it with newsletter to the Chamber and we’ll
others. We’d love for you to put it gladly recycle it for you.
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In January of this year, Charlie
McDaniel was sworn in as Mayor of
Sugarcreek Borough, and he looks
forward to continuing to serve and
make a difference in his community.
“As a concerned tax-paying resident
of Sugarcreek, my goal is to help
preserve and maintain what we
already have,” he said. “I was
elected to do a job and I have a
moral and fiduciary responsibility
to our residents.”
Charlie’s vision is to work in
conjunction with the experienced
Borough Council to make the area a
better place to live. One specific
goal of his is to enhance the
borough’s police department in an
effort to improve overall public
safety for residents.

Like any town, Charlie sees some
challenges for Sugarcreek that he is
ready to help tackle, such as
maintaining
and
developing
infrastructure, creating a better
workforce, and pursuing more
“I’m not a politician and I don’t have economic development.
a personal agenda; I’m a community Charlie is excited to not only work
member trying to make a with the borough, but other
difference,” said Charlie.
community
organizations
and
groups,
such
as
the
Valley
Grove
In the four months that Charlie has
served as mayor, the borough has School District. “We are a unique
made some great accomplishments, area with small communities, and I
including the reduction of the speed find that we tend to work together
better,” he said.
limit on Sugarcreek Drive.

For his career, Charlie is the owner
of McDaniel and Associates, an
income tax preparation and
consulting business located on
Sugarcreek Drive. He didn’t always
plan to be in the tax business; he
was taught by his father upon
returning home from serving in the
United States Marine Corps for
more than 20 years. During his
service, he was based in North
Carolina and traveled throughout
the world, including 13 major
deployments, five of which were in
combat.
At McDaniel and Associates, Charlie
is available 24/7 and does all he can
assist his customers—or “family” as
he calls them.
Personally, he is happily married,
has two children, and is a proud
grandfather. In his free time, he
enjoys spending time outdoors
hunting. He grew up in the area and
is a graduate of Rocky Grove High
School and told us: “I love it here.”
Whether it’s through his service to
our country, his role as mayor, or
his business, Charlie enjoys helping
people in any way he can.

Local Students Participate in JA Titan Competition
A total of 24 Students from four area high schools participated in Junior
Achievement’s “Titan” program, a simulated business competition in which
they worked out problems in economics and management decision making.
Education Program Manager, Dale Shatto facilitated students from Cranberry
Area High School, Franklin Area High School, Red Bank Valley High School
and Rocky Grove High School.
To learn more about Junior Achievement, visit www.juniorachievement.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Work-Study Pays – Benefits Local Businesses
Many businesses or organizations
would love to have the help of an
additional employee, especially
during the summer months when
staff members are busier than ever
or taking vacations. Non-profit
organizations often take advantage
of the good weather to schedule
special events and every extra hand
is helpful. Interns can offer a great
opportunity to boost your staff, not
only with the extra person but also
with fresh ideas and perspectives.

hourly-wage subsidy the WorkStudy Program provides. Under this
program, a student’s wages are
partially subsidized, so employers
pay between a net 50 and 60
percent of eligible wages and the
program subsidizes the remainder.
For the students, the State WorkStudy Program provides them with
career-related work experience and
allows students to earn funds to
assist in meeting the costs of their
postsecondary education.

Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance
(PHEAA)
offers
assistance to college students
through their work study grants and
this is a win for both employers and
students who qualify for the
program. One of the incentives to
hire work-study students is the

Perhaps the greatest incentive to
local businesses and organizations
hiring work-study students is the
continued engagement of our upand-coming workforce, with a
realistic chance that you will be
meeting a student that will be better
qualified to work with you following
graduation.

opportunities.
We expect to have a new intern
joining the Chamber team and hope
you might consider adding a college
intern to your team, too. When you
do, please tell us so we can welcome
them.

For more information about
becoming a work-study employer,
www.pheaa.org/partnerThe Venango Chamber has a long visit
history of employing work-study access/work-study-employers.
students, many of whom have
remained in or returned to Venango
County.
Our interns have Photos included were taken at the
repeatedly shared that working Student Appreciate Luncheon, hosted
with us has exposed them to a new each August by the FLEX Young
view of our county, our assets, and Professionals.
the number of diverse employment

Cranberry Wellness & God’s Little Garden Open House
The Cranberry Wellness Center & God’s Little Garden invite
you to join them in celebrating 18 years at their Open House
on Wednesday, May 2, from noon to 7 p.m., at their location at
the Cranberry Mall.
The event includes food and supplement samples, door prizes,
free 7-point scans on their BioMeridian machine, and
practitioners available to answer questions.
During the day, Calvin Bickel will also be speaking. At 1 p.m.,
the topic is CBD Oil and It’s Heath Benefits and at 6 p.m. the
topic is Why You Can’t Lose Weight.
Monday, April 30, through Wednesday, May 2, they will also
have a 20% off sale on the entire store.
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Cathy Kentzel
Cathy Kentzel has been serving the
Venango Chamber as a board
member since January of 2017. As
owner of the Barnard House, a bed
& breakfast in Emlenton, with her
husband Paul, Cathy sees her role as
directing some of the spotlight to
the southern tier of our county.
Originally from the Pittsburgh area,
Cathy grew up spending time along
the Allegheny River at her family’s
cottage in Fisherman’s Cove. During
her time in Fisherman’s Cove, she
eventually met Paul, and they chose
to marry there.
The Kentzels moved to the North
Hills of Pittsburgh, where they
raised their five children for 28
years. Both Cathy and Paul worked
as estate managers at Wilson Hall,
located in Sewickley Heights, where
they worked to preserve the estate
for the last surviving industrial
revolutionist. Paul worked to
reclaim the home, while Cathy

specialized in the gardens, leading
to an induction of the hall into the
Smithsonian
Institution
and
entrance into the National Historic
Registry.
After some changes in their careers,
the couple was faced with
crossroads that led them to
Emlenton and the purchase of the
Barnard House in 2014. “For this
business, all of our talents came
together,” said Cathy. “Paul was of
assistance
with
historic
preservation of the structure, while
I used my experience as an event
planner and professional gardener.”
Cathy and Paul created an original
business plan, but got to know the
environment and needs of the
region, and shifted their focus more
towards recreation and tourism,
with a historical flare. The Barnard
House also places high importance
on locally sourcing as much as
possible, such as food and services.

Cathy
has
appreciated
the
opportunity to use her perspective
as a business owner to aid the
Chamber’s board. As mentioned
previously, her goal is to refocus
many efforts onto the southern tier
of our county, working to redefine
the marketing of recreation and
tourism in Emlenton and the entire
region.
“I look forward to
moving forward
direction
to
collaboration and
area,” she said.

playing a part in
in a positive
enable
future
business in our

“Through the Chamber’s efforts in
attracting a younger generation, we
are receiving fresh ideas and
concepts that this county needs. I
see the Chamber starting to redefine
itself and becoming somewhat of an
incubator for potential concepts,
ideas, and visions, for the entire
region.”

Franklin Chamber Anniversary Celebration
Congratulations to the many members and businesses who
received Golden Shovel Awards at the Franklin Area Chamber
of Commerce Anniversary Celebration on April 26. We’d also
like to congratulate Anderson’s Greenhouse, who was named
Business of the Year at the event.
There are so many businesses in Venango County doing great
things and serving our community!

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Do you want to be an ambassador for our region?
We have more than 20 community members signed up to help us
spread the message of Be Here—that Venango County is a great place to
live, work, and play!
Through our new Be Here Ambassador Program, we ask ambassadors
to attend a training, taking only 1-2 hours, where we’ll provide them
with information and resources for them to take throughout the
community.
If you love the message of Be Here and want to help us spread it, you
can learn more and sign up at beherevenango.org/ambassador. We will
be scheduling the training for late May.

Butler Memorial Hospital Ranked Amongst Nation’s Top 100 Hospitals
For a third year, Butler Health
System’s flagship, Butler Memorial
Hospital, is recognized as one of the
nation’s 100 Top Hospitals by IBM
Watson HealthTM, formerly Truven
Health Analytics®.
This honor acknowledges Butler
Health
System’s
unwavering
commitment to provide the highest
quality healthcare to patients. The
award is based on quality of
inpatient and extended care,
operational efficiency, financial
health, and customer experience.
BHS is proud to be recognized as a
model provider and a local leader.
In addition, Butler Memorial
Hospital was one of only 13 of the
100 Top Hospitals nationwide to
also be selected as an Everest Award
winner. Being a part of the elite
Everest Award list means that
leadership, medical staff and
employees worked tirelessly to
simultaneously set the national
benchmark for both balanced
excellence in a single year, as well as
greatest improvement over five
consecutive years.

“BHS is incredibly honored to
receive these prestigious awards.
Hospitals do not apply for the 100
Top Hospitals designation. This
recognizes the year after year efforts
by our 400 doctors and 2500
employees to provide and improve
upon the very best care to patients,”
said Ken DeFurio, BHS President &
CEO. “The Watson Health award
measures publicly available data
across many areas of hospital
performance, and to be recognized
as a member of this elite group of
the 100 Top Hospitals in the nation
validates the results that we strive
for every day.”

HealthTM uses public data-driven
analytics to evaluate how a hospital
performs on cost and quality of
healthcare.
Based on 2018 research conducted
by IBM Watson Health, 100 Top
Hospitals winners, demonstrate that
quality care and operational
efficiency can often be achieved
simultaneously.
These projections indicate that if the
new national benchmarks of high
performance established by 2018
winners were achieved by all
hospitals in the U.S., the following
would be true:

Chosen from nearly 2,840 hospitals 
nationwide, BHS is one of only six
hospitals in the state chosen as a 
100 Top Hospital and the only
provider in the state to receive the 
Everest
award.
IBM
Watson

More than 102,000 additional
lives could be saved in-hospital.
Over 43,000 additional patients
could be complication-free.
Over $4.4 billion in inpatient
cost.

To learn more about the Butler Health System, visit their website at www.butlerhealthsystem.org.
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Chicks-in-the-Sticks Planned for June 16
The Friends of Oil Creek State Park
are planning their fifth annual
Chicks-in-the-Sticks
event
for
Saturday, June 16. Chicks-in-theSticks is a day of hands-on
workshops held to introduce women
to unfamiliar, high interest outdoor
skills.
Participants will produce an item, be
introduced to a skill, or get materials
that they can take home from each
class. The program is designed to be
a fun day where women can try new
things, brush up on old skills, and
meet new people with similar
experience. Classes from the past
interests.
include:
basic kayaking, bike
Equipment and supplies needed for maintenance and riding skills, bird
a class will be provided, but and tree identification, fly tying, fly
participants are encouraged to bring casting, introduction to backpacking,
their own if possible (camera, bike, and
outdoor
photography.
yoga mat, etc). All classes are Somewhat more unique classes have
presented by included: beekeeping, terrarium
e x p e r t building, medicinal uses of herbs,
instructors, wisdoms in the wild, primitive fire
many with making, and secrets of the Indian
s p e c i a l medicine man. Other unique classes
certifications are self-defense, yoga, and trail
and years of running.

Chicks in the Sticks provides classes
for women with varying abilities.
Participants must be at least 18
years of age. The registration
deadline is June 8 and a fee of $45 is
required upon registration. To be
guaranteed a t-shirt, please register
by May 28.
Details about registering online, and
finding out information about the
classes and their instructors are on
the Friends of Oil Creek State Park’s
website at www.friendsocsp.org.

Social Media Advice: Representing Your Brand
Try to include a representation of your brand in that
If someone sees a post from your business on social
image as much as possible. You could have a product
media or visits your page, can they easily recognize what
the business is and what you do? Like with your signage,
or merchandise (with your logo) in the photo, or
merchandise, and other materials, your brand should be
create a graphic yourself, with your logo on it.
consistent on your social media accounts. Some ways
For creating your own images for your profile photo,
you can do this include:
cover photo, or post images, canva.com is a great tool. We
 Profile Photo: Your profile photo should be your also have members who help businesses with social media.
logo, a version of your logo, or a photo of your sign Visit our member directory at venangochamber.org.
(with your logo on it). Keep it simple!



Cover Photo: Your cover photo should coordinate
with your profile photo and make a person
understand your brand immediately when visiting
your page. You could have a nicely designed cover
photo (like the one on the right) or simply a photo of
your product or inside your business



Post Images: You should always try to include an
image with posts to catch your audience’s attention.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Oil Heritage Festival Deadlines
Oil Heritage sponsorship and advertising deadlines are
approaching and we invite you to support the 40th celebration
of this community event.
The deadline for advertising or placing your
event in the festival schedule will be May 17th.
We should have your sponsorship commitment
by that date as well in order to be included in all
printed materials.
For more information you can visit our website at
oilheritagefestival.com and please contact us to confirm your
support
by
calling
(814)
676-8521
or
emailing
chamber@venangochamber.org.

Mission Possible—Oil City Career Fair
The Oil City National Honor Society’s Mission Possible Career Fair
will take place on Friday, May 25, at the Oil City Middle School
complex. The event is coordinated by the high school students as
a way to educate the younger generation about future career
opportunities.
They are inviting the help of local entrepreneurs
and businesses, in the form of funds, supplies, and
volunteers. If you’d like to play a part in this new,
engaging event for students, contact teacher
Jessica
Ochs
at
(814)
229-8170
or
jochs@mail.ocasd.org.

Don’t Forget to Vote!
The date to vote in the Pennsylvania Primary is
Tuesday, May 15. For information about your
polling place, the election calendar, and more,
visit www.co.venango.pa.us.

Vo-Tech Greenhouse
Opening day for the Venango Technology
Center’s greenhouse is May 8 and will stay
open until everything sells or June 1
(whichever comes first).
The greenhouse is run by the school’s
Natural Resources Occupations students
and is open on weekdays 9 to 11 a.m. and again from noon to 2
p.m. It is located at Vo-Tech (1 Vo-Tech Drive in Oil City).
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Venango County Maps
Just a reminder that we have
received boxes of the new Venango
County map! We have been
distributing them throughout the
community and will continue to do
so. If you know you’d like a supply
for at your business, contact Ashley
at
(814)
676-8521
or
acowles@venangochamber.org, and
she’ll make sure to stop by.

2018 Preservation Workshop and Awards
The Oil Region Alliance will host a Preservation Workshop at
the Pleasantville Presbyterian Church that will feature various
programs related to preservation efforts in the region,
including a gravemarker preservation demonstration at the
Neilltown Church cemetery, a tour at Pithole City, and many
more.
The event cost is $50 ($40 for ORA
members) and registrations are
now being accepted, due May
10. Call the ORA at (814) 677-3152
ext.
116
or
email
jburden@oilregion.org.

Oil City Main Street Annual Meeting
The Oil City Main Street Program held it’s Annual Meeting on
Tuesday, April 17, where they presented the organization’s
progress over the past year.
Some of the information they shared included:



In 2017, $6 million was reinvested in
downtown Oil City and over $12
million since the Main Street Program
began in 2011.



15 Façade Improvement Grant
Projects were completed in 2017,
including new signage, doors, and
awnings for Oil City businesses.



1,132
volunteer
hours
were
contributed to the program by
community members in 2017.

Learn more about the Oil City Main Street Program by visiting
www.oilcitymainstreet.org.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”

13

Self-Guided Artist Studio Tour—Call for Artists
The Art Inside Artists’ Studio Tour is an annual event
that allows the public a chance to self-guide themselves
on a tour of local artists’ studios. The weekend event is
in June, but now is the time for artists to sign up if
wanting to participate.

to promote the Studio Tour with an exhibit and
examples of each tour artist’s work. The HQ will have
regular hours and a public reception on June 8 (during
Oil City’s Indiefest).

If interested in signing up to participate, email George at
Any artist can be involved in the Art Inside Studio Tour GreenMan508@hotmail.com, call Margaret at 814-428if they complete the application form and submit it by 3826, or visit the Art Inside website at ArtInsidePA.com.
May 11. Applications are available at various locations
in the area or on the website at ArtInsidePA.com.
This is the fifth year of the Oil City area tour and the
previous events have averaged about 20 open studios
and 300 visitors each year. There will be fabulous prizes
for the public; studio visitors enter a drawing every time
they visit a studio. Artists are featured in a 4-color tour
guide book and map, and guidebooks are available in
print and electronically. There are also a variety of
advertising efforts.
The actual Studio Tour is June 16 & 17. Additionally,
there is a pop-up headquarters gallery in downtown Oil
City, this year at Karma Coffee Company. The HQ is used

Oil Heritage Festival Parade
Everyone loves a good parade! Now’s the time to start planning
your float for the 40th Annual Oil Heritage Festival Parade,
which will take place on Saturday, July 28.
The step-off is at 5 p.m. and the theme is “What does Oil Heritage
mean to you?” Walkers and vehicles are welcome, but we also
encourage you to get creative and build a float.
You can find Oil Heritage Festival information and a parade
registration form at www.oilheritagefestival.com.
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Won’t You be my Neighbor?

By Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell
Our region is known for harsh winters and blue collar
residents calloused by this weather, but ask anyone
“Won’t you be my neighbor?” and you will see at
minimum a small smile begin to form. For over three
decades, Fred Rogers walked through the front door,
swapped his blazer for the cardigan of the day, slipped
out of his business loafers, and laced up his comfortable
house shoes (Converse or Sperrys, depending on the
day, for you sneaker heads) to deliver messages of
kindness to us all. After reviewing the footage and
reliving moments of my youth, I pulled a couple quotes
from the show that can help us all be better networkers.
Mr. Rogers always was an advocate for two of the pillars
of networking; honesty and sincerity. When I heard him
say things like: “The greatest gift you ever give is your
honest self,” I never imagined I would be reflecting upon
it decades later. We can all appreciate honesty, and it
goes a long way when it comes to building and
maintaining your network.

With every interaction, you have a
great opportunity to leave a
lasting impression. The piece of
yourself that you leave at every
meeting with another person
might as well be a meaningful
piece; something they can learn
from, and something that portrays
you as your honest self.
Next time you open the door to a networking
opportunity don’t forget to trade your blazer and loafers
for your cardigan and sneakers. Make Fred Rogers
proud. Spread kindness, be your honest self, and look
for good in the world. So, let’s make the most of this
beautiful day, Since we’re together we might as well say,
would you be mine? Could you be mine? Won’t you be
my neighbor?

The quote I found most applicable to networking was:
“There is something of yourself that you leave at every
meeting with another person.” This compliments one of
my favorite life lessons (“There is something to learn
from everyone, even if it is what not to do”) perfectly.

Warren Thomas is originally from
Pittsburgh, but knew he wanted to be
a farmer since he was a child. He
purchased a beautiful piece of land in
Emlenton and is the proud owner of
Baytree Farm, where he has 350 sheep
and sells fall produce each year.
Not only has Warren found success
with his farm, but he has become
involved in the community and is
constantly busy volunteering and
enjoying all that our area has to offer.
You can read Warren’s full story on our Be Here testimonials
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and
work in the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Greg Merkel, Pres.
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Jeannie Henry, Sec.
Rebecca Beach
Doug Eberle
Dr. Kate Eckert
Shari Hamilton
Jake Hickman
Cathy Kentzel
Hope Lineman
Deb Lutz
Jim Marshall
Alan McBride
Joyce Morgan
Fred Terwilliger
Carol Williams
STAFF
Susan Williams
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Dale Woodard Gent McFate Law Firm

Caldwell Printing Services
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Clarion County Community Bank
Agway
Eckert Chiropractic

Chamber Events Calendar
MAY
10
17
17
28

Business After Hours Mixer. Deer Creek Winery, 5-7 p.m.
Executive Committee Meeting , Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
FLEX Monthly Meeting, Barrow-Civic Little Theatre, 12-1 p.m.
Memorial Day - Chamber office closed

Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber

JUNE

The Barnard House
Clarion University
Steel Valley Authority
King’s Landscaping
Joy Global
UPMC Northwest

5
14
21
21

Chamber Day at the Capitol, Harrisburg
Farmer’s Bank/Cranberry Pennzoil After Hours Mixer, 5-7 p.m.
Board Meeting, Venango Chamber, 8 a.m.
FLEX Monthly Meeting, Location TBD, 12-1 p.m.

Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
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How Do You Build A Movement?
Congratulations Charlie Cotherman, 2018 Young Professional of the Year
We are excited to announce that
Charlie Cotherman is our Young
Professional of the Year! Charlie is
the pastor at Oil City Vineyard
Church, which he planted in 2016
with his wife, Aimee, and has grown
tremendously within the less than
two years it has been established.
Professionally, Charlie is a church
historian, who earned his PHD from
the University of Virginia. In his
motivating acceptance speech at
FLEX Presents he asked the
audience: “How do you build a
movement?”

Create culture.
Building a movement starts with the
We are not like a “fish in water that
right people and can be done in
take whatever is there,” Charlie said.
these three steps:
We make culture. FLEX has already
Realize you are blessed and that started to create a lot of culture and
it’s not just for you.
we need to continue. It’s not
We are all blessed in many ways— something we just accept—we need
with minds, connections, social to keep producing an amazing
capital, and, some of us, finances. culture in Venango County.
We are blessed not just for
ourselves, but to be part of
something bigger than us. That’s
why FLEX exists. It’s more than one
person—it’s an organization—and
it’s even bigger than that. It’s our
county and our whole tri-county
region.

FLEX Presents. “Why don’t we start
telling our friends: ‘You know what,
you should actually move back,
because there’s something good
happening and you want to be part
of this movement.”

Charlie described a feeling that you
may also be experiencing—the
feeling that there’s something good
happening here under our feet.
Tell people about it and change
Maybe you can’t quite put your
the story.
finger on it, but it’s coming.
There are many stories about what
We’ve got the right people, we’re
it’s like to live in Venango County. “If
blessed not just for ourselves but for
there are any people within the
our region, we’re creating culture,
County who can change the story,
and we’re going to tell people about
it’s the people sitting around this
it. Will you join us?
room,” Charlie took the audience at

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

Comedy is a passion of Aaron
Ritsig, in which he plans to
continue developing his acting
skills and earn the lead role in
a comedic play.
He enjoys volunteering in
community
theatre,
both
performing on stage and
working behind it as a tech
member, and outside of the
theatre, you’ll find him
cooking, watching Marvel movies, reading fantasy
novels, and target shooting.

the Commonwealth Connections Academy, then went
on to the New Castle School of Trades where he earned
his Specialized Associate’s Degree in Electrical
Technology.
During his time at NCST, he was inducted into the
National Honor Society and, despite knowing nothing
about electricity or electrical trades when he started,
he received Valedictorian honors, which is his
proudest achievement.

Some of Aaron’s favorite Venango County attractions
are the Barrow Civic Theatre and the Printer’s Cabinet
and Curiosity Shop. On the culinary side, his favorite
area restaurants include Tassone’s Pizza Deli, Karma
Aaron is working towards his bachelor’s degree in Coffee Company, and Bibo’s.
Technology Leadership at Clarion University-Venango
Aaron greatly enjoys the small-town feel of the area,
and also works as a student worker in computing
combined with the rich history and culture that
services. After graduating, he would like to begin his
Venango County provides. “It’s been amazing to be able
career as an HR manager with a local company.
to meet and volunteer with people who are dedicated
Aaron grew up in the Clintonville area and, before to making Venango County the best it can be,” he said.
attending Clarion University-Venango, he studied at

SAVE THE DATE! Summer Kick-Off
FLEX will be kayaking with Outdoor Allegheny River Services (OARS)
again on Saturday, June 9, for our Summer Kick–Off. We’ll meet at
OARS at 250 Elk Street in Franklin at 11 a.m. for brunch, then get on
the river at noon. We’ll be posting more details on Facebook at
facebook.com/VenangoFLEX.

Podcast Recommendation: WorkLife
By Marissa Dechant

Feeling stuck in your old work
routines or having issues getting
along with your coworkers or
boss? WorkLife with Adam Grant, a
weekly TED original podcast, delves
into the modern workplace with a
fresh take on how to best succeed in
your career.
Grant interviews businesses that
think outside the box, like Morning Star, a food company that
runs without bosses, to uncover alternative routes to career
fulfillment. Other episodes highlight work vs. life balance, how
to trust coworkers and faking your emotions on the job.
Because, as Grant says, "You spend a quarter of your life at
work, so shouldn't you enjoy it?"
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The outdoors and beauty of our
area are favorite things of
Andrew Ritsig, in which he
loves his pleasant scenic drive
to work (when it isn’t snowing
in spring) and walking in the
woods.

Library Assistant. He hopes to graduate from college
with high honors and start his career anew with a local
company with whom he can grow.

Andrew is very proud of the many roles he had in
Barrow-Civic Theatre productions, including The
Mousetrap, Drowsy Chaperone, and White Christmas. He
is incredibly passionate about the theatre and spends
Andrew is a lifelong resident of as much time as possible volunteering there, where he
Venango County and was a can be found both backstage and on stage. He also
student at the Commonwealth enjoys writing and reading.
Connections Academy during
Some of Andrew’s favorite things to do in Venango
his high school years. He graduated from the New
County include eating at Leonardo’s, catching a show at
Castle School of Trades with a degree in Electrical
the Barrow or sitting by the fire pit at the Liberty
Technology. He was the Salutatorian of his class and
Street Ale House with good friends.
was inducted into the National Honor Society during
Andrew told us: “It’s so important to me to be working
his time there.
toward the betterment of our community and
He is currently studying at Clarion University-Venango
celebrating our area with a group of like-minded
working toward his Bachelor’s Degree in Technology
individuals. The more people willing to put in the work
Leadership, and he also works at the college as a
and invest in Venango County, the better.”

FLEX to Transform Book Club, Introduce Speaker Series
Our last book club brought many young professionals together to discuss ways to better ourselves, personally
and professionally. We are looking to transform our book club, though, by applying technology. We will be using
Blinkist, an app that allows you to gain key insights from over 2,000 bestselling books which you can read and
listen to in 15 minutes or less.
We’ll introduce the book ahead of time, but if you don’t have the time or would rather
not read it, you can still come to the book club and listen to the summary of the book
along with other attendees. We will then all discuss what we’ve read or listened to.
Our goal is for the book club to be a collective workshop of conversation to share our
thoughts and perspectives of the
readings, and how they related to our
goals. We are testing the app and will
be scheduling a book club soon.
In conjunction with the book club, we are excited to introduce
the FLEX Speaker Series, in which we will welcome a number of
professionals to speak on a variety of topics related to leadership
and professional development.
Our first event through the Speaker Series
will be on Thursday, June 7, at noon at
Komatsu Mining Corp. in Franklin, with
speaker Ben Azadi, an entrepreneur known
as “The Health Detective,” who is
passionate about health, personal growth,
and self development.
The Speaker Series will include a virtual presentation, Q&A, and
discussion. We’ll share more details in next month’s FYI and on
Facebook, and if you plan to attend, please email Alan at
alan.mcbride@mining.komatsu.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

FLEX Presents - Friday, August 6, 2018 | OC&T Railroad

More photos can be found on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX

Photos by Bright Ideas Learning Center & Photography

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

• Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, May 4, 9 a.m. |
Call info will be emailed to committee
• Bike ‘n Brew Meeting: Tuesday, May 8, 5:30 p.m., Scierka’s
Tavern, Oil City | Food available for $5, RSVP to Ashley by 5/4
• Events Commitee Meeting: Tuesday, May 15, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.,
Franklin Chamber of Commerce, Franklin
• Monthly Meeting: Thursday, May 17, 12 - 1 p.m., Barrow Little
Theatre | Lunch available for $10, RSVP to Ashley or Zach by 5/15
• Scierka’s Spring Beer Tasting Social: Saturday, May 19, 6 p.m.,
Scierka’s Tavern, Oil City

Please join us in welcoming our newest
FLEX members:
James Barber
Matthew Boston
Sarah Boston
Eric Delong
Zachary Johnson
Kayla Johnson

Andrea Manssur
Kevin Murphy
Jenny Tran
Natalie Toscano
Matthew Toscano

Interested in becoming a member? Ask
for a form at the next event or meeting,
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.

• Shepherd’s Green Food Pantry Volunteering: Saturday, May 26,
8:30 - 11 a.m., St. John’s Episcopal Church, Franklin
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