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Venango Chamber
Annual Awards Banquet
Celebrating the 2017 Outstanding Citizen, Business of the Year
and Partner in Business of the Year

Outstanding Citizen
Rainy Linn

Business of the Year Nominees
Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring
Clark’s Donuts Plus
Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant

Partner in Business Nominees
Barrow-Civic Theatre
Community Services of Venango County
Venango Catholic High School

Wednesday, February 21, 2018
Cross Creek Resort, Titusville
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business.

Welcome New Members
AA Nagy Excavating and
Construction, Inc.

Aaron Nagy
217 Garfield St.
Kittanning, PA 16201
Phone:(412) 585-3718
eMail: aaron26here@yahoo.com
Published Category: Construction Services

Dex YP

Lori Freeman
6002 Kingdom Ct.
Murrysville, PA 16403
Phone: (412) 559-6176
Fax: (866) 254-2871
eMail: lori.freeman@dexmedia.com
Published Category: Marketing

Gary Jackson Insurance Agency
Gary Jackson
3144 PA 257, PO Box 76718
Seneca, PA 16346
Fax: (814) 677-3050
Phone: (814) 676-1281
eMail: gary@garyjacksoninsurance.com
Web: www.garyjacksoninsurance.com
Published Category: Insurance

Lake Tool, Inc

Tina Lake
190 Howard St., Suite 400
Franklin, PA 16323
Phone:(814) 346-7215
Fax: (814) 346-7214
eMail: tina@laketoolinc.com
Web: www.laketoolinc.com
Published Category: Manufacturers

Smoker Friendly

Patti Schmude
301 Duncomb St
Oil City, PA 16301
(Fax: (814) 677-7262
Phone:814) 677-7833
eMail: smokerfriendly.pbj@gmail.com
Published Category: Retail
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Offering our customers dependable quality services done
right the first time. Friendly service and competitive prices.
Insured. Bonding available. E-Verified

Our flagship solution—Thryv—allows you to automate
everyday business functions so you can save time and money
and stay connected with your customers even when you’re
out of the office. These functions include building a customer
list, communicating with customers via email and text,
updating business listings across the internet, accepting
appointments, sending notifications and reminders, managing
ratings and reviews, generating estimates and invoices,
processing payments, and issuing receipts and coupons.
Thryv allows you to operate your business anytime,
anywhere, from the palm of your hand.
Being a good neighbor is about more than just being there
when things go completely wrong. It's also about being there
for all of life's moments when things go perfectly right. With a
passion for serving customers and giving back in our
communities, we've been doing well by doing good for almost
100 years.

Lake Tool, Inc. is a family-owned and operated CNC machine
shop operating in a 10,000-square foot area at the Franklin
Industrial Complex in Franklin, Pennsylvania. Guy Lake and
Tina Lake started Lake Tool, Inc. in 2002. Mr. Lake Has 35
years of experience and is a card-holding Journeyman. Lake
Tool’s objective has been to manufacture high-quality long
run and one-off parts. Our team of machinists undergo
extensive training to gain the knowledge and experience
necessary to operate at a high level of efficiency. With our
skilled labor force and state-of-the-art equipment, we provide
our customers with great products at competitive prices.

Tobacco and Vape Store with PA Lottery. Starter kits, MOD's,
juices from 0mg to 24mg, candles and incense. Stop by to see
our Friendly Staff!

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce ● (814) 676-8521 ● www.venangochamber.org

Annual Awards Banquet—Recognizing Excellence in the Venango Area
The Venango Area Chamber of
Commerce will host our Annual
Awards Banquet on Wednesday,
February 21, at Cross Creek Resort
in Titusville. At this year’s event, we
will recognize the Citizen of the
Year, Volunteer of the Year,
Business of the Year, and Partner in
Business of the Year.
The 2017 Outstanding Citizen of the
Year, Urania “Rainy” Linn, has
served several years as the Venango
County Extension Service director
and was nominated by multiple
families over the years by her
organizations
and
individuals
dedication and mentoring their
because of her “passion for helping
development," said the board in an
others.”
article by The Derrick.
“We
Credited as helping establish the nominate Rainy Linn based on her
Venango County 4-H Fair about 60 ethics, her unmatched decades of
years ago, Rainy has held several educating this county's youth
positions on the fair’s Board of members, as well as her uncanny
Directors.
personality."

of Extension Home Economists.
She was inducted into the National
4-H Hall of Fame as part of the
organization's 100th anniversary in
2002.
The Volunteer of the Year, Business
of the Year, and Partner in Business
of the Year will not be announced
until the dinner.

“Rainy has touched the lives of Rainy was also praised for her role
hundreds of children, teens and at the Venango County Historical Business and Partner in Business of
Society and her volunteer work the Year nominee information can
be found on page 8 of this
throughout the community.
newsletter.
Rainy earned a degree in home
economics from Juniata College and The evening will begin with a
was hired at the Extension Service reception at 5 p.m., followed by
as home economist in 1956. Upon dinner and a presentation.
retiring in 1995, a building at the The reservation form, including
fairgrounds was named in her sponsorship opportunities, can be
honor.
found as an insert in this newsletter.
Rainy has received a number of We hope you will join us at this
professional awards, including the year’s dinner, celebrating excellence
Distinguished Service Award in throughout our community!
1968 from the National Association

@VenangoChamber
Venango Area
Chamber of Commerce

venangochamber
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Discover Oil City—February 16

Discover Oil City is a loose knit assemblage of Oil City area
groups who seek the public’s attention, want to reach new
participants, and need to better disseminate their information.
On Friday, February 16, Discover Oil City will have its first
event calibrating Chinese New Year and the Year of the Dog.
The event will be at Oil City’s Karma Coffee Co. with the
participation of a dozen local groups. The first half of the event
will follow a trade show format, while the second will be for
socializing. The entire event is free to the public.
Organizations participating include: Arts Oil City, Bridge
Builders Community Foundations, Oil City First Night, National
Transit Fine Arts Gallery, Venango Chamber of Commerce, Oil
City Arts Council, Precious Paws Animal Rescue, City of Oil City,
Oil City Artist Guild, Oil Region Library Association, Oil City
Main Street Program, and Art Inside.

God’s Little Garden Opens Extension Store
God’s Little Garden now has a second
location in Sandy Lake, located at 3273
South Main Street. The store is full of
organic, nonGMO food, natural
personal care, pet and household
supplies,
as
well
as
herbal
supplements. Like their Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/GLGtoo.

2018 Membership Directory Preparation
Work has begun on the 2018
Member Directory. If you have any
changes for your listing, now is the
time to contact us with your updates.
To see the information for your
business that we currently have on
file, visit www.venangoworks.org.
Any changes can be directed to
chamber@venangochamber.org or b
(814) 676-8521. If you are
interested in advertising in the
directory, contact us for rates.
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Advanced Disposal Hires Sales Representative
Advanced Disposal is pleased to
announce that Cortney Ortz has
accepted the position of Outside Sales
Representative. Her attention to detail,
ability to juggle multiple tasks,
commitment to open and frequent
communication, and overall positive
attitude are vital assets to their team.
Cortney joined Advanced Disposal in
June 2017. Prior to her new role there,
she was the Director of Residential
Sales and Development for WRC Senior
Services. She has over 15 years of sales experience, and has
already embraced her new role and tackled her extensive list of
responsibilities with passion.
Cortney has a bachelor’s degree in communication from Clarion
University. She has served on the United Way of Clarion County’s
board of directors for nine years, and has volunteered with the
Clarion Chamber of Business and Industry events. Cortney is
also a yoga instructor at the Redbank Valley Community Center.
Please join us in congratulating Cortney on her new role! She can
be contacted for new business inquires or account information
at (814) 297-6084 or cortney.ortz@advanceddisposal.com.

Youth Alternatives Valentine’s Dance - Feb. 10
Youth Alternatives’ annual Valentine’s Day Dance will be held
Saturday, February 10, at the Oil City VFW Post No. 464. The
doors will be open at 7 p.m. and the dance will have live music
by Mis B’ Havin starting at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10 and nonrefundable. They are being sold at both Youth Alternatives’
locations, the Oil City VFW and at the Venango Chamber. You
must be 21 years or older to attend.
The event benefits Youth Alternatives’ children’s camping
program. Each summer, 150 youth, multiple volunteers, and
Youth Alternatives staff travel by bus to Rock Creek, OH, were
they spend a week at Camp Beaumont.
The camp is free to youth in the Venango County area. Youth
Alternatives is able to give youth this experience through
contributions from local donors.
The Valentine’s Dance is one of the
agency’s largest camp fundraisers of
the year. More information is
available
by
calling
Youth
Alternatives at (814) 676-5785 (Oil
City location) or (814) 346-0188
(Franklin location).

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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In January of this year, Jamie Hunt
became the mayor of Emlenton,
and he’s excited to help the
borough move forward.

active, transformed downtown. He
knows the trails and the river are
true assets to the region, and hopes
to utilize these more to attract
visitors, residents, and businesses.
Some challenges Jamie sees include
the opioid epidemic and blight, and
he plans to work with community
leaders and organizations to help
come up with solutions.

Jamie grew up nearby in Slippery
Rock and attended college in New
Mexico. He then lived in multiple
states out west for about 14 years,
which included some time in the
United States Navy.
When Jamie and his wife decided
they would like to move closer to
home, they were looking at houses
in Pittsburgh without luck. They
eventually stumbled upon a
historic building for sale in
Emlenton and knew this project
would become their home. Jamie,
his wife, and their five-year-old
daughter have lived in Emlenton
for about four years, and continue
to work on remodeling their home.

It took very little time for Jamie to
get engaged within the community
and
he
has
enjoyed
his
involvement coordinating the
vendors for the Emlenton Summer
Fest and assisting in the process of
rebuilding Hughes Park. He knew
he had a commitment to the town,
and was excited to continue this by
running for mayor.

Jamie has many plans and ideas for
Emlenton and he looks forward to
“We had opportunities to live implementing these during his
anywhere,” Jamie said. “But we term. He will focus on generating
chose Emlenton and we’re proud to volunteers
and
community
be here.”
involvement and creating a more

Besides serving as mayor, Jamie is
a photographer and teaches parttime for the Art Institute of
Pittsburgh.
“As soon as we moved to Emlenton,
we felt welcomed. Everyone always
has a helping hand,” said Jamie. “I
am grateful to have been elected
mayor and I look forward to
helping this borough that has
become my home.”
Jamie has a Facebook profile which
can be found by searching “Jamie
Hunt,” and can also be contacted at
emlenton.mayor@gmail.com.

Be Here Celebrates One Year
We’d like to thank everyone who joined us at Karma Coffee Co. on January 26 to celebrate one year of the Be
Here initiative! We look forward to continuing this program, created to help our area thrive. Learn more about
Be Here at beherevenango.org and contact Program Manager Ashley Cowles at acowles@venangochamber.org
or (814) 676-8521 to learn how you can get involved.
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PennDOT Schedules Route 8 Public Meeting—Businesses Encouraged to Attend
PennDOT has scheduled a public
meeting to discuss the Route 8 asset
management
and
corridor
improvement.
The
open-house
format
meeting
will
be
held Thursday, February 8 from 6
to 8 p.m. in the Franklin High School
auditorium at 246 Pone Lane. A
presentation will begin at 6:15 p.m.
PennDOT says it is studying options
to best manage and improve Route 8
in Venango County between
Georgetown
Road
in
Irwin
Township and DeBence Drive in
Sandycreek Township, a distance of
about 10.5 miles.
PennDOT has said one of the
considerations in the study is
reducing the corridor from four
lanes to two lanes. That proposal
has met with vehement opposition
the last few months from officials in
Venango
County
and
many
municipalities in the county.

The Venango Chamber joins local
officials in urging you to attend this
public meeting.
Chamber Director Susan Williams
remarks: “Businesses from across
the region have expressed their
concern to us, about the threat of a
lane reduction. Route 8 provides
important access to local industry,
emergency services and residents,
traveling in or out of the
county. This highway additionally
moves traffic to and from
neighboring counties. We must urge
PennDOT
to
remove
any
consideration of a lane reduction.”

forecast roadway conditions and an
initial range of ideas to consider will
be available for review and
comment.

PennDOT representatives, along
with the department's design
consultants, will make a brief
presentation and will be available to
The purpose of the meeting is to
answer questions. The meeting
introduce the study to the
location is handicapped accessible.
community and receive input on
ideas for the corridor. PennDOT has Williams adds “This forum is an
invited the public to attend at any important opportunity for a unified
time during the open house hours.
business voice. I encourage you to
plan to attend, in support of future
Information on the study's purpose
growth of Venango County.”
status, schedule, existing and

Do you know a young professional making a difference in our community?
FLEX invites you to nominate him or her for the 2018 Young Professional of the
year, to be recognized at FLEX Presents on April 6. Nomination forms are due
by February 16 and can be found by contacting the Chamber or by visiting:
venangochamber.org/flex-presents-nomination

Oil City Vineyard Church Visited by Lancaster Vineyard Church
Oil City Vineyard (OCV) Church, a church that began in
the summer of 2016 and has grown from 15 to more
than 80 attendees each week, received a visit from
Lancaster Vineyard Church (LVC) over the weekend of
January 27.
On Saturday, a Prayer Training Mini-Retreat was held at
the National Transit Building, where OCV used to hold
services. On Sunday, Pastor Charlie Cotherman was
officially ordained by Pastor Joel Seymour of LVC.
“When we were beginning the process of planting OCV,
we sensed that God was speaking to our hearts about OCV meets each Sunday at 10 a.m. in the gym of the Oil
Oil City,” said Cotherman. “It’s amazing to see this City YWCA. Anyone is welcome to join for fellowship
church continue to grow and serve this area.”
and worship. Visit oilcityvineyard.org to learn more.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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2018 Business of the Year Nominees

Allegheny Mountain Hardwood

Clark’s Donuts Plus

Established in 2000, Allegheny Mountain
Hardwood Flooring (AMHF) has a
reputation of high quality flooring within
the industry.

Clark’s Donuts Plus began as a small
shop in Oil City in 1937, and has since
grown to two retail stores and a
production store, and delivers to almost
The down housing market and crash in 60 locations throughout Northwestern
2008 caused companies in the hardwood Pennsylvania, such as gas stations, coffee
industry to go out of business, but AMHF shops, and markets.
survived and continues to expand. They In 2014, Clark’s Donuts expanded to
built an entire new rough mill and are include the new production site and
considering adding on another addition remodeled the Cranberry retail store,
to their main production building.
with a facelift and new bakery cases. The
AMHF’s hard work and quality product past few years have included an
doesn’t go unnoticed. Numerous expansion of delivery routes to include
contractors have used AMHF floors for Sharon, Punxsutawney, and Titusville,
National
Hardwood
Flooring resulting in an increased awareness
Association’s award winning installs and outside Venango and Clarion Counties.
their flooring is in many LEED certified
buildings, museums, universities, across
the country. Upon a visit to the mill in
2003, Donald Trump Jr. ordered multiple
truckloads of flooring for Trump Towers.

Last year, Clarks Donut’s celebrated 80
years of serving the community with a
day of free food and prizes, including tshirts, hats, tote bags, and travel mugs.
“We wanted our customers to know how
The business was featured in an episode much we appreciate their support,” said
of PBS’ This Old House, as well as HGTV’s Kelly Neidich, owner of the business.
new show Restored by the Fords. You can Not only did they celebrate an
also find AMHF in Hardwood Floors anniversary in 2017, but their highest
Magazine twice and recognized as 2016 sales to date, too. The business was also
Family Business Award from the named the Third Best Doughnut Shop in
Pittsburgh Business Times.
Pennsylvania on bestthingspa.com.

Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant
The Yellow Dog Lantern Restaurant has
a long history in Venango County and
Shaun and Marie Alcorn had the
opportunity to purchase the restaurant
and continue its legacy. After Shaun
spent many years working as a chef at
the restaurant and growing close with
the owner, Janet, it was not a difficult
decision for the Alcorns to purchase the
Yellow Dog in November of 2015.
The Alcorns are committed to keeping
the history and charm of the Yellow Dog,
while giving it even more of presence in
the community and acknowledging the
ever changing industry.
Since taking ownership, they have
upgraded the business’ technology, made
improvements with the quality of
offerings, and increased staff members
to better serve their customers.
Through the dedication to the
restaurant, the Alcorns have seen some
major accomplishments. Shaun holds the
title of Best Chef in NWPA, and sales
have increased and continue to grow.

The Alcorns then made the decision to
expand through additional downtown
Oil City businesses—Northside Eatery
With a thriving business, Clark’s Donuts and Karma Coffee Company—with a
has seen a growing workforce. They have fourth project underway.
doubled their day and night crews in size Not only do they focus on the success of
and hired an additional delivery driver their multiple businesses, but the
to cover the expanded areas.
Alcorns also play a huge role within the

AMHF prides itself as employee and
community focused. The majority of
their team has been around for years.
AMHF sponsors Emlenton’s Summer
Festival, softball teams, and the Bike ‘n
Brew, and contributes to numerous Clark’s Donuts remains involved in the
fundraisers, charities, and benefits.
community and spreads support each
The business has begun hosting an month to schools, fundraisers, and other
annual tour of the woods and the groups and causes such as the Rotary
sawmill to teach an understanding of Club, Relay for Life, Salvation Army, and
what they do.
the Cranberry Food Pantry.

community
through
volunteerism,
donations, and fundraiser events. The
Alcorns look forward to the continued
growth of their businesses and the
opportunity to keep serving the
community.

*These are shortened versions of the nominees’ bios. Please visit bit.ly/2018ChamberBOY for the full articles.
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2018 Partner in Business of the Year Nominees

Barrow-Civic Theatre

Community Services

Venango Catholic High School

Franklin Civic Operetta Association
(FCOA) purchased the former Kayton
Theatre in 1989. Through financial
support of community members, and a
substantial contribution from former Joy
Vice President Charles A. Barrow, the
renovation on the Barrow-Civic Theatre
(BCT) was completed in 1993 and will
celebrate its 25th Anniversary in 2018.

Community Services of Venango County,
Inc. (CSVC) began in 1967 and recently
celebrated 50 years. Known for its caring
staff and resources for families, CSVC
delivers services to the prenatal through
older adult, and accumulated over 6,000
hours of volunteer service last year.

Venango Catholic High School (VCHS)
opened its doors on September 4, 1962,
and has reached a milestone of
educating young men and women for 55
years.

Each year, the number of performance
and educational experiences increases.
Their mission is: “to provide leadership
and education in cultural development
and performing arts to the region,
striving to create a legacy of quality
entertainment by tapping the resources
of all age groups and encouraging the
pursuit of artistic talents."
In the last three years they have
expanded to include several Off-Barrow
Little Theatre productions, college
internships,
additional
volunteer
recognition efforts, and the recently
launched The Barrow Theatre Institute
(BTI). The BCT is most proud of the fact
that they have continued to expand their
footprint throughout Western PA, with
the growth of volunteers, participants
and audience members. Known for
providing high-quality performances
across a vast array of genres, one of their
goals is to develop the belief that, "If it's
happening at the Barrow, it's going to be
great!"
“Coming to the Barrow-Civic Theatre
should provide one with the spirit of art,
music and family,” said Executive
Director Zachary Covington. “We
celebrate our successes, strive for
excellence, and continue to polish our
‘Gem of the Community.’"

Located on 55 beautiful wooded acres in
Oil City, VCHS began with 442 students
and was dedicated by Archbishop
Gannon who said: “This school will be
open to all faiths, free to worship God,
privately in any way they wish.”

CSVC maintains a positive and broad
presence and offers high quality services
and programming, in which four new
programs were established in 2017.
These include: Lizzy's Bikes, Co-Pilot at VC has attained and retained the highest
Cranberry Place, BAMO, and Baby Boxes. rating for accreditation. Additionally, VC
Other CSVC past accomplishments students earned the highest composite
include a partnership with the Oil City SAT scores in the Tri-county area, have
Ministerium
and
Rural
Catholic 96% graduation rate, and 94% of
participate
in
higher
Ministries; the completion of over graduates
60,000 home visits; the development of education or military opportunities.
Sycamore
Commons;
and
the With a threat of closing in 2016, the
continuation of programs focused on school created an initiative called “Save
ending hunger. In the past year, CSVC VCHS,” and gathered the community to
has received funding from Human stop the closure. VCHS remains open
Services for Second Doula in Venango with full support of Bishop Persico.
County, from the PA Department of
Aging for creative programming and to As the school continues to move
increase attendance at Cranberry Place, forward, several new courses have been
and from the PA Department of Human added to the ninth grade schedule and
Services for PA WORKWEAR, to provide current courses are being offered and
interview and work clothing to integrated in a meaningful way to
highlight the connections among topics,
individuals in need.
skills, and content.
Some of CSVC’s recent recognition
includes receiving a Golden Shovel The school has also been committed to a
award from the Franklin Area Chamber service program for many years, with
of Commerce. Honor Roll recognition their students completing 25 hours a
from United Way, and Rocky Grove year over four years.
Borough commendation.
VCHS is very proud of the young men
CSVC is a positive force in the lives of and women who have been a part of the
Venango County families and promotes school and praise all they have done in
their communities as graduates of
family economic growth.
Venango Catholic High School.

*These are shortened versions of the nominees’ bios. Please visit bit.ly/2018ChamberBOY for the full articles.
“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Heritage Elder Law & Estate Planning, LLC Opens Franklin Office
After almost five years of helping
families with Asset Protection, Elder
Law and Estate Planning needs in
Venango County, Heritage Elder Law
has constructed a new office in
Franklin.
Although their home office is based
out of Butler, Heritage has offices and
meeting
locations
throughout
Western Pennsylvania including Erie,
Franklin, Meadville, and the Mars/
Cranberry Township area.
It’s
important for their clients to drive a
short distance for meetings. Many
individuals and families need the
help that Heritage provides, as 7 out
of 10 Americans will need some form
of long term care. Heritage has a
team of four full-time attorneys and
nine support staff who are dedicated
to practicing in the area of Elder Law.
Owner of the firm, Army veteran, and
practicing attorney Jeff Banner,
originally from the Knox area, is
excited
about
setting
down
permanent roots in Franklin.
“It feels right helping families that
come from the same kind of small
town values as I come from. There is
such a need for people to be able to
trust someone enough with their
life’s work so they can pass on their
own Heritage to the next generation,”

Jeff said. “At Heritage, we don’t feel
it’s enough to just know the law, we
need to provide compassionate and
trusted guidance to families who
need our help.”
Heritage provides services and
products to families preplanning for
the future, including: Wills, Living
Wills, Powers of Attorney (Financial
and Healthcare), Revocable and
Irrevocable
Trusts
for
Asset
Protection, and Special Needs Trusts.

Attorney how to protect their life's
savings. To learn more or to RSVP
for a workshop, visit their website at
www.heritageelderlaw.com/EstatePlanning-workshops.php or call
Heritage also provides services and (724) 841-0004.
products to families who are facing a
crisis situation, families who are The new office will be located
going to or have already placed a straight through the main doors of
the gray business office building at
loved one into long-term care.
the Pennwood Center complex at
With the help of Heritage, families 484 Allegheny Boulevard, Suite C, on
can protect their assets and then Route 8 just outside of Franklin. The
receive financial assistance they have entire Heritage team is excited and
earned to pay for care with Medicaid looking forward to continuing to help
or Veteran’s Benefits (Aid & families in Venango County and all of
Attendance). With the average cost Western PA. To learn more about
in the state of Pennsylvania reaching the Heritage team and how they can
over $10,000 a month for care, it’s help you, visit their website at
important for families to seek www.HeritageElderLaw.com
qualified legal advice to avoid losing
Please join the Heritage team on
their life’s work to pay for care.
Thursday, February 22, 2018 at 4
Heritage will continue to offer FREE p.m. for a ribbon cutting ceremony.
Estate Planning workshops in An open house Grand Opening will
Franklin twice per month so families follow until 7:30 p.m. and all are
can learn from a trusted Elder Law welcome to stay and celebrate!

Breakfast with Junior Achievement of Western PA
You are invited to enjoy breakfast with the staff of Junior Achievement!
JA would like to spend some time telling you about their programs,
volunteer opportunities, sponsorship, and the impact they have on
students in Venango County. They will be speaking on how they will
inspire and prepare young people to success in a global economy.
“At JA, we create pathways for employability and job creation,” said Erin
Sekerak, executive director of the Northwest Region. “Come find out how
you can empower youth in your community!”
The breakfast is on Monday, March 5, from 8-9 a.m. at UPMC Northwest in Seneca. Please RSVP to Nancy Beichner
at beichnerj@upmc.edu or (814) 676-7141.
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MEET OUR

BOARD
Jim Marshall
Jim is currently a first-year member
on our board, and he also serves as
chair of our membership and
advocacy committees, in addition to
sitting on several other chamber
committees. Jim is co-owner of his
family’s
business,
King’s
Landscaping, which he has been
working for since he was in middle
school. He is a lifelong resident of
the Oil City area, having graduated
from Saint Stephen Elementary
School and Venango Catholic High
School. From there, Jim went on to
study biology and pre-med at
Gannon University.
“It only took me one semester to
realize that I missed the landscaping
industry and wouldn’t be happy with
the career path I was headed down,”
said Jim.
He then transferred to Clarion
University and earned a bachelor’s
degree in business administration
with a special concentration in
management. Jim continued to work
at King’s throughout school, moving

toward the office and beginning to
take on more managerial duties.
Now Jim handles the business’
accounting as well as some sales and
project management. He co-owns
the business along with his mother
and uncle.

“I like the small-town feel,” he said.
“Everyone knows your name, your
neighbors look out for your
property, and there’s the safety
factor. However, when you need a
major airport or want to see a major
play or sporting event, that is all
Jim loves living and working in the available to us in just a short drive
Venango region. He takes full by interstate.”
advantage of the outdoor recreation Jim sees a bright future for the
activities available in our area. He Venango region and intends to
loves spending time outdoors, continue his hard work on our board
especially with his wife, Elizabeth, to ensure that the area continues to
and their son, Sebastian.
grow and thrive.
“I enjoy doing anything that involves
being outdoors, but my preferred
hobby is smallmouth bass fishing on
the incredible Allegheny River,” said
Jim. “I greatly look forward to the
day that I will be able to pass down
my love of Venango County and its
va st
o u tdo o r
r e cr e a ti on
opportunities to Sebastian.”

“I envision a well-rounded, culturally
diverse community that attracts
talented people from all walks of
life,” said Jim. “Manufacturing
employees,
engineers,
tech
consultants, and many others are
attracted to Venango County by the
companies both large and small that
call this area home, and they stay for
In addition to access to the outdoors, our small-town atmosphere and
Jim also enjoys many other aspects world-renowned outdoor recreation
opportunities.”
of living in the Venango region.

Big Basket Bingo—February 17
Join United Way of Venango County for their Fifth Annual Big Basket Bingo
on Saturday, February 17, at the Rocky Grove Fire Hall. Doors open at 11 a.m.
and the games begin at 1 p.m. Tickets are available for $20 in advance at the
United Way Office in Reno, Venango Chamber, and Franklin Chamber. Tickets are $25 at the door. Visit unitedwayofvenangocounty.org to learn more.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Rep. R. Lee James Introduces Unemployment Bill
The
State
House
approved
an
unemployment compensation reform bill
introduced by Representative Lee James
that aims to help unemployed workers like
those who lost their jobs at the Joy Global
Inc. plant.
The bill would increase the time workers
and employers have to appeal unemployment compensation
decisions. Current law allows 15 days for an appeal, but this bill
would allow 21 days.
After Joy Global, now Komatsu Mining, announced its plans to
close Plant No. 1, letting go hundreds of employees, Rep. James
spoke with some of the union representatives and asked what
the state could do to help. During the discussion, the concept of
extending the appeal timeline came up, so Rep. James looked
into it and went to work drafting a bill.
The change is fair because it would extend the deadline for both
workers and employers. The bill is currently under
consideration in the State Senate.

YWCA Hosts Annual Antiques Sale
The 42nd Annual YWCA Antiques Sale & Show will be held on
Saturday, March 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Oil City YWCA,
109 Central Avenue.
Many dealers will be present with a large
variety of antiques and collectables for
sale. Advanced tickets are $3 and can be
purchased at the YWCA during business
hours or $4 at the door the day of.
Lunch will be available from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. featuring
homemade vegetable beef soup, cold and hot sandwiches, salads
and desserts. For additional information, call (814) 676-6528.

Valentine’s Day Dinner & Dancing at Deer Creek
Enjoy a delicious dinner with wine
and dessert, followed by romantic
dancing at Deer Creek Winery on
both February 11 and 14.
Visit
their
website
at
deercreekwine.com to learn more
and make reservations.
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VNA Hosts Viewings of Being Mortal
In 2014, Dr. Atul Gawande wrote Being Mortal, a book that was
groundbreaking in both the frankness and compassion in
which he encouraged us all to “have the conversation.” Based
on his experiences as a surgeon and a son he gently helps us all
to find the words and courage to talk about what matters most
as we acknowledge the reality of “being mortal.”
“Being mortal is about the struggle
to cope with the constraints of our
biology, with the limits set by genes
and cells and flesh and bone.
Medical science has given us
remarkable power to push against
these limits, and the potential value
of this power was a central reason I
became a doctor,” said Gawande, MD. “But again, and again, I
have seen the damage we in the medicine do when we fail to
acknowledge that such power is finite and always will be.”
The Visiting Nurses Association of Venango County and its
Foundation recognizes both the importance of Dr. Gawande’s
work as well as the difficulty of “having the conversation.” This
difficulty is common to all-patients and professionals alike.
Therefore, the VNA is offering you the opportunity to share a
viewing of the PBS video Being Mortal. Patricia Lamb, a nurse
practitioner and certified palliative care clinician, will facilitate
a Q&A session following the viewing as well as offer
information and assistance to persons ready to “have the
conversation.” The entire program is about 90 minutes in
length and free of charge.
Please join the VNA at the following locations:





February 7, Franklin Public Library, 2 p.m.
March 7, Oil City Library, 4 p.m.
April 18, Clarion University - Venango Auditorium, 7 p.m.

If you have any questions regarding the program, please call
the VNA office at (814) 432-6555.

Are you hiring?
We want to help you find great
employees! You can post your job
openings on the Be Here website. Just fill
out the form at beherevenango.org/
hiring and your opening will be listed on
the “Work Here” page.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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OCHS Career Fair—February 28
Businesses are encouraged to attend Oil City High School’s
Annual Career Fair on Wednesday, February 28. Set-up
time will begin at 7:15 a.m. and students will start arriving
for the event at 7:50 a.m., with the event concluding at
11:15 a.m. Volunteers are needed to set up a table, as well
as to assist students as guides. Register by visiting
www.ocasd.org and clicking “Career Fair Link” on the left
under “QuickLinks.”
Photo from The Derrick. & The News-Herald

Save the Date! Cranberry Expo Scheduled for March
The 2018 Cranberry Expo will take place on Tuesday, March 20, at the Cranberry Mall.
Cranberry Township businesses are encouraged to set up a table, and all community
members are invited to attend to meet local businesses and to enjoy food, family
activities, and door prizes.
If your business would like to set up a table, please visit the Township of Cranberry
Facebook page by visiting www.facebook.com/townshipofcranberry.

Kurtis Bell lives just outside our
area in Clarion County, but is
constantly doing business and
involved in the community in
Venango County.
As an “outsider,” Kurtis was
welcomed with open arms into the
business community, in which he
is co-owner of ServiceMaster by
Bell. You may also recognize
Kurtis’ name, as he contributes to our monthly newsletter each
month with networking articles (see next page).
You can read Kurtis’ full story on our Be Here testimonials page,
as well as multiple other stories of people who live and work in
the Venango Area.
We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your
story” button at the bottom of the page.
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Boost Your Networking Credibility with These 2 Tips
by Kurtis Bell
There are two types of people in networking. There is
the networker who makes you feel comfortable in
conversation and there is the networker who seems to
be verbally sparring with you yet never allows you the
opportunity to raise your hands in defense. Most of us
have a little of both of these types in us, which always
leaves room for improvement. Here are two simple
things you can change to boost your credibility as a
networker.
that you are being sincere, so there is no reason to
qualify your statement by saying “honestly”. Hopefully
Chances are, you have heard someone talk about
is another qualifier that will chip away at your
“dynamic synergistic business opportunities” that will
credibility. Be certain of what you want and then go get
change your life forever. If you are lucky enough to have
it. Make moves, do not hope.
been shielded from dynamic synergy, maybe you have
heard of terms like nextgen, stratcom, or bizmeth. Now, reflect on your own practices and patterns to see if
Buzzwords are annoying jargon that is thought to make you are guilty of using buzzwords and qualifiers.
the speaker seem to be of an elevated level of Identify any that have made their way in to your day to
intelligence. Just because you have combined words to day interactions, and do your best to limit or eliminate
make a phrase like nextgen (are we in a 1970’s science them. Hopefully, you leaned something here and we
fiction movie?), or use terms like synergize does not have the opportunity to synergize some day. Honestly,
mean you are suddenly the most interesting person in it would be awesome. See how bad that sounded. I
the world.
cringed typing that. Thanks again for reading and as
always, happy networking!
Another red flag is when I hear someone say “honestly”.
Excuse me, but have you been lying to me up until you
said “honestly”? If you are having a legitimate
networking interaction it should go without question

Clarion University SBDC Training and Events
The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) of Clarion
University is offering a variety of events and seminars in
February to help you brush up on your business know-how.
Upcoming business skills workshops include:



Communication Effectiveness for Leaders: Wednesday,
February 21, 12 p.m.



Food Safety Certification/ServSafe: Wednesday, February 28,
9 a.m.



Smart Credit Strategies for Small Business Owners:
Thursday, March 1, 12 p.m.

The First Steps Seminar will
also be offered in Clarion on
February 3 and March 3.
Visit clarion.edu/sbdc to
learn more about upcoming
opportunities with SBDC.

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”
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Chamber Events Calendar

Mcfate & Merkel Law Office
SCORE
Rossbacher Insurance Agency
Caldwell Printing Services
Clarion County Community Bank
Agway
Eckert Chiropractic

FEBRUARY
1 Business After Hours Mixer - Rep. R. Lee James, 5-7PM
15 Board of Directors Meeting, 8AM
21 Chamber Annual Dinner, Cross Creek Resort, 5PM

Friends of Drake Well Museum
Hickman Lumber
The Barnard House
Clarion University

MARCH
15 Executive Committee Meeting 8AM

Steel Valley Authority
King’s Landscaping
Joy Global
Farmers National Bank
UPMC Northwest
Bridge Builders Community Foun.
Central Electric Cooperative
Williams Travel

Executive Director
Executive Assistant
Program Manager

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR
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FLEX Works Together to Reach Goals—Both Personally & Professionally

Volume 6| Issue 2| February 2018

At the Annual Meeting in October,
FLEX launched the FLEX Your Goals
Program with a goal to help young
professionals develop in both their
career and personal lives. In just
about
three
months,
the
Membership Committee has taken
this idea to help young professionals
succeed and turned it into a strong
program that continues to grow.

Compound Effect by Darren Hardy.
Once every one to two weeks, those
reading the book gather together to
go over the chapters read, complete
worksheets, and discuss topics, such
as habit setting, core values, and
reaching goals.
Discussions are held in person, but
FLEX also has an ongoing chat in
Google Hangouts, which can be
accessed
by
visiting
bit.ly/
FLEXBookChat. After the first book,
FLEX plans to start another, and is
always taking suggestions for great
books related to professional and
personal development.

First, FLEX began utilizing the app
Goalify, as a way for members to set
goals and get reminders for taking
steps towards those goals each day.
Through Goalify, participants can
encourage one another by sending
challenges and messaging. To join
Going forward, the group is excited
the FLEX Your Goals group in
to expand the FLEX Your Goals
Goalify, download the app and use
program to include a speaker series,
the access code YKK HLH 4A6.
online
resources
and
tools,
Goalify’s basic version is free, but workshops,
and
teambuilding
many benefits come with a paid events. There are many topics FLEX
subscription. FLEX will reimburse knows young professionals are
any member for their first three interested in that we plan to focus
months of the app—just email on, such as entrepreneurship,
acowles@venangochamber.org.
finance and budgeting, non-profit
involvement and volunteering, goal
FLEX then started a book group,
setting, time management, and
beginning with the book The
effective leadership.

“This program isn’t only about
providing advice and information to
young professionals,” said Alan
McBride, Membership Committee
Chair. “We’re here to support one
another as we all work towards our
personal and professional goals.”
FLEX members are encouraged to
share videos, TEDx talks, book and
podcast recommendations, and
more, with one another. Additional
information will be distributed on
social media and in the FYI
newsletter over the coming months,
and feel free to reach out to Alan at
alan.mcbride@komatsu.mining.

FLEX Presents Nominations are due February 16. We invite you to
nominate young professionals you see making a difference in our area.
Find the form at venangochamber.org/flex-presents-nomination

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”
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Rachel Stiller is no stranger to
FLEX, but she was profiled a few
years ago and quite a bit has
changed since then.
Rachel is the Inventory Accountant
at Borchers Americas, Inc., where
she
started
working
upon
graduating from Clarion University
with her bachelor’s degree in
accounting and monetary economics. She grew up in
the Franklin and Oil City area and is proud to call
Venango County home (she shares her testimonial on
the Be Here website at beherevenango.org).

Rachel’s responsibilities at work have grown and
evolved, giving her a wide variety of experience within
the field of accounting, as well as other aspects of
manufacturing. She looks forward to developing in her
accounting career.
While FLEX and her career take up a lot of her time,
Rachel also enjoys downhill skiing, kayaking, hiking,
spending time with family and friends, volunteering for
YMCA youth soccer, teaching piano, and teaching
Sunday school at Saint Patrick Church. Her favorite
spots in the area are the local coffee shops, the bike
trail, and Two Mile Run County Park.

“Here is where I feel welcomed, appreciated, and a part
As our 2018 president, Rachel looks forward to of a strong community,” she told us. “I enjoy the
building on the progress of FLEX and plans to take her personal and professional relationships I have been
leadership experience gained from serving as last able to build here in the Venango area and I am grateful
year’s Membership Committee Chair into action.
for the opportunity to have a leadership role in the
young professional’s organization.”
One of Rachel’s biggest achievements through FLEX is
launching the FLEX Your Goals program, which We’re not only glad to have Rachel as a young
continues to develop and become a vital program of the professional in Venango County, but we’re excited to
group.
see where she takes FLEX this year!

Podcast Recommendation: Modern Love
Described as "stories of love, loss and redemption," The New York Times' podcast Modern
Love delivers weekly tales of humanity's most powerful emotion, be it romantic, platonic
or familial.
Adapted from essays that have appeared in The Times, podcast host Meghna Chakrabarti
invites well-known actors to bring each story to life. Interviews with the essayist, actor
and Modern Love columnist editor Daniel Jones follow and offer insight to the emotions
packed within each episode, which are
about 20 minutes long.
Some of the best episodes capture a snapshot of the author's
life, often during a moment of weakness or major life change.
These have included diving into online dating, dealing with the
aftereffects of divorce and finding love again after the death of a
spouse.
An episode with a lot of staying power is "You May Want to
Marry My Husband" by Amy Krouse Rosenthal. She died last
March from ovarian cancer, 10 days after her essay was
published.
In her essay, Rosenthal praises her husband's attributes in an
attempt to give him a second chance at love. It's warming, it's
heartbreaking and it'll make you reevaluate your own intimate
relationships.
So plug in, not just during the month that celebrates Valentine's
Day, but year-round. Modern Love is much more than its title it's about human connection.

FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org
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If you’re looking to discuss books about racism in the area where she grew up. “I'm very
or politics, we suggest striking up a proud to continue to be politically active here in
conversation with Jaimi Hajzus.
Venango County with Oil Region Rising, our local
Indivisible group,” she said.
Jaimi was born in Buffalo, New
York, then moved to Coudersport, When she’s not at her store or involved in community
PA—a town even smaller than efforts, Jaimi enjoys spending time with her five-yearFranklin. She studied Women’s and old son, Cael, especially swimming at the Franklin
Gender
Studies during her YMCA. At home, Jaimi loves to read, cook, and sew, and
undergraduate career at Penn out in Venango County, she appreciates the food and
State University, then went on to earn her master’s friendly atmosphere at Bella Cucina’s and the Liberty
degree for K-6 education at Duquesne University.
Street Ale House, and can also be found occasionally
singing karaoke with friends in Oil City.
Jamie acquired Neverending Stories, The Underground
Bookstore, located on Liberty Street in Franklin, in July Jaimi appreciates the many opportunities for her family
of 2017. She also plays a part in helping market her in the area, including free Pre-K for Cael and the ability
fiancé Matthew’s law firm—Matthew C. Parson, to take over the bookstore, in which she gives great
Attorney at Law —which has been practicing family and appreciation to the past owner, Leigh Protivnak.
criminal law for almost 15 years.
Looking forward, Jaimi is excited to continue growing
Jaimi and Matt coordinated a Take Back the Night her business and being active in the community, and
march in 2000 that was attended by 300 people. She encourages people to support local businesses like hers.
was also on Weekend Edition of NPR in 2016, talking

Join a FLEX
Committee

We invite you to get more involved with FLEX by joining a committee! The three
committees and chairs are: Events & Fundraising - Casey McVay & Jessica EwingFalco, Membership - Alan McBride, and Marketing & Community Partnerships Marissa Dechant. Contact us at flex@venangochamber.org to learn more!

Refer a Friend to FLEX
Have a friend or co-worker you
think would be interested in
joining FLEX? If you are a
current FLEX member, you'll get
$5 off your FLEX Presents ticket
for each young professional you
refer to FLEX (they must join
and pay the $15 fee).
New young professionals can join online at bit.ly/
flexmembership and tell them to write your name after the
question "How did you hear about FLEX?"
Each FLEX member can receive this benefit three times (total of
$15). FLEX Presents is our annual young professional
recognition event and will be held on Friday, April 6. With
questions about referrals, contact Membership Committee
Chair Alan McBride at alan.mcbride@komatsu.mining.

“The Future of Venango Area Business!”

FLEX had a great start to the year, with our Pottery & Sip social, meet-up with the Child
Development Center, Coffee Chat, and Book Discussion. We hope to see you at a social in February!

OUR MISSION
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area
through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.

Upcoming Events & Meetings:
• Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, February 2,
9 a.m. | Call info will be emailed to committee

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming our newest
FLEX members:

• Dinner & Show: Friday, February 2, 5:30 p.m., Bella Cucina
& Barrow Civic Theatre | This social is full. Email Ashley at
acowles@venangochamber.org to be added to waiting list








• Marketing & Community Partnerships Meeting: Tuesday,
February 6, 6:30 p.m., FoxTales Pub, Franklin
• Monthly Meeting: Thursday, February 15, 12 - 1 p.m., Tipsy
Chef, Oil City | Bring your own lunch

Interested in becoming a member? Ask
for a form at the next event or meeting,
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.

• Happy Hour & Karaoke: Thursday, February, 15, 6:30 p.m.,
The Purple Goose, Franklin
• OCHS Career Fair: Wednesday, February 28, 7 a.m., Oil City
High School Gym | Email Ashley if you plan to volunteer
FLEX

●

(814) 676-8521

●

Haleigh McDonald
Kasryn Kapp
Hannah McCarthy
Kathryn Earls
Laura Ordaz
Saxon Daugherty

Find us on social media:

www.VenangoFLEX.org

●

flex@venangochamber.org

