
1  

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Two or Four? 
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 Chamber Seeks Business Input  
to Respond to PennDot Study 



2  

Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521   ●   www.venangochamber.org               

 

 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

 

 

 

 

  

Jamie’s Kids 
Kim Eberle 
1243 Liberty Street 
Suite 301 
Franklin, PA  16323 
Phone: (814) 432-0999 
Fax:  (814) 432-5999 
Published Category: Non-Profit 
 

This is a non-profit organization that           
furthers Jamie Jacoby's lasting legacy and 
her love of helping children.  Named in 
memory of Jacoby, described as an               
incredibly giving person during her life,           
Jamie’s Kids was created to help area school 
children in need. 

OCV Featured in Magazine 
 

The Oil City Vineyard (OCV) Church was featured in the Fall 2017 edition of the Evangelicals Magazine in an 
article titled “Leaving the City to Plant in a Small Town.” In the article, Pastor Charlie Cotherman shares his 
experience moving his family from Charlottesville, Virginia, to Oil City, planting a Vineyard Church, and getting 
integrated into our community. 

“But as real as the problems are, we have also found an amazing amount of promise in our town. We 
discovered that many in Oil City are excited to hear about new ideas and to see young leaders (Millennials, 
even!) who are willing to roll up their sleeves and love their town,” Charlie wrote. “We joined the Chamber of 
Commerce, adopted a block, and welcomed community leaders into a service for panel discussion.” 

OCV has grown tremendously since it started about one year ago with 
15 people in the living room of Charlie’s home. The church recently 
relocated from the National Transit Building to the Oil City YWCA to 
accommodate the congregation and looks forward to what the future 
has in store. Join them for worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. at the YWCA 
on Central Avenue in Oil City and visit oilcityvineyard.org for a list of 
home groups, recordings of sermons, and more information about OCV. 

October Named “Local Chamber of Commerce Month” in Pennsylvania 

The Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry has named the month of October as Local Chamber of 
Commerce Month in Pennsylvania. In a letter of support, Governor Tom Wolf said:  

“Our local chambers of commerce play a critical role in supporting the needs of 
our vibrant business community, and are essential to the commonwealth's 
continued economic growth and advancement. As my administration works 
hard to retain current and create new family sustaining jobs by supporting 
business and industry throughout the commonwealth, I am grateful for our 

local chambers of commerce for providing the invaluable role that they play in ensuring that businesses new 
and old can continue to prosper in Pennsylvania. I commend Pennsylvania's local chambers of commerce for 
representing thousands of businesses, and I am certain their efforts to enhance our communities will serve as 
an inspiration across the commonwealth for years to come.” 

  
Welcome New Members 

oilcityvineyard.org
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Two or Four?  

PennDOT is currently conducting an asset management study of the limited-access 
portion of Route 8 highway between Franklin and Barkeyville and it is expected to be 
completed in April 2018. This corridor is a main artery to the Venango Area.  Almost all 
freight to and from this region, even up to Warren, is transported along this stretch of 
Route 8.  The traffic study could ultimately result in a reduction of the size of Route 8 
from four lanes to two. 

Such a change would have a major impact on area businesses.  “As a business wanting to 
survive in Venango County, easy and efficient access to Interstate 80 is vital, not only to 
our company, but to our community as a whole," remarked Greg Lander of Klapec 
Trucking Company. "This roadway is our life line to Interstate 80 and the United States. “   

Industry, manufacturers, automobile sales, retailers, hardwood companies, scrap dealers, 
etc., all rely on this efficient access for truck traffic to move their cargo. It is also an 
essential connection for commuting employees that these companies rely on.  

The study is being conducted by Michael Baker International and started earlier this spring.  A final report is 
expected by April 2018. “This expressway section of Route 8 was built in the 1970’s and has already exceeded its 
expected service life,” said PennDOT District 1 spokesman Jim Carroll. “It is in need of reconstruction, and a 
preliminary estimate is that could cost $35 million to $40 million.” 

Carroll said the goal of the study isn’t to make the four-lane highway into a two-lane road, but rather to see what its 
needs are moving forward. 

“The study is laying the groundwork for the project,” Carroll said. “The first perception was that we are doing the 
study to reduce it to two lanes. That is not the goal. The goal is to examine how the road best serves the region and 
how it serves the needs of the communities. It’s possible that the outcome could be reducing lanes, but that isn’t the 
purpose (of the study). The purpose is to look at the needs of the road, how it fits economic development, 
community aspirations and how it serves the region.” 

The study will evaluate pavement and bridge conditions; analyze traffic and accident histories; develop projected 
traffic models; prepare cost estimates for alternatives and develop implementation and funding plans, Carroll said. 
The study also includes interviews with stakeholders – many of which have been completed – and opportunities for 
public review and comment in the coming months, Carroll said. 

The Venango Chamber’s Advocacy Committee has begun reaching out to several local businesses to explore the 
potential impact of a lane reduction, anticipating that any consideration of this would have a negative impact on the 
local economy.   

Representative Lee James shares, “An efficient highway infrastructure is vital to attracting new businesses, keeping 
existing businesses and ensuring a healthy economic future for the region. Cutting down a significant section of 
Route 8 from four lanes to two would do nothing but harm Venango County.” 

Given that the viability of our area is directly related to access to Interstate 80, the Venango Chamber’s Advocacy 
Committee has begun reaching out to several local businesses to explore the potential impact of a lane reduction, 
anticipating that any consideration of this would have a negative impact on the local economy.   

The objectives of the Advocacy Committee’s exploration are to first make certain businesses are aware of the study, 
and then to collect and report specific data, regarding impact of a two lane highway versus a four lane highway.  

Chamber Director Susan Williams remarks, “The role of the Chamber is to be the voice of business.  We believe this 
is a great opportunity to better understand how our businesses use this corridor to move goods, attract and retain a 
regional workforce, and respond to emergency services.”  

“We are developing a questionnaire, to be available in print or electronically, for businesses to respond. I am 
encouraged with each conversation that confirms many of our members have seen recent increases in business and 
anticipate this trend to continue,” she said. “We will be reaching out to our members and businesses across the 
region, but welcome any inquiries from those who wish to provide input.” 

If you would like to take the questionnaire and inform us on how this change will affect your business or 
organization, please reach out to the Chamber at swilliams@venagochamber.org or (814) 676-8521. 
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Butler’s Candies Still Open!  

Butler’s Candies in Oil City will 
remain open and they are still serving 
ice cream! Their hours are 
Wednesday through Friday 12  to 5 
p.m. and Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(The store will be closed October 5-6). 

Town Square Christmas Tree Needed 
 

The Oil City Rotary is looking for a 35’ to 40’ 
Christmas Tree for Town Square in Oil City! If 
you have one you are willing to donate or 
know someone who may, please contact 
members Beth Harman at (814) 673-2502 or 
Dave Wagner at Wagner Family Eye Care at 
(814) 677-6636. 

UPMC Northwest Community Blood Drive 

UPMC Northwest is partnering with 
Community Blood Bank to hold a life saving 
blood drive on Thursday, October 19, from 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. All eligible donors are 
needed.   

Community Blood Bank is the supplier of life-saving blood to 
UPMC Northwest. To schedule your own blood drive, please 
contact Kathy at (716) 450-0376 or khastings@fourhearts.org  

Citizen of the Year Nominations 
 

We are now accepting nominations for our 
Outstanding Citizen Award! Please see 
newsletter insert for more information. 

Junior Achievement Seeking Volunteers 

JA programs teach a long list of life-long 
lessons and skills: job interviewing, 
investing, personal budgeting, credit, 
and much more. Join Junior Achievement 
today and empower the future! Contact 
Dale Shatto at DShatto@jawesternpa.org 
to learn how you can empower our 
youth as a volunteer in the classroom.  

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
mailto:DShatto@jawesternpa.org
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Discover the Benefits of Native Plants 
 

The Venango Conservation 
District is holding a workshop 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Saturday, October 21, at the 
Franklin Public Library 
highlighting the benefits of native 
plants. 

The workshop will include information about how native 
plants can help prevent and reduce pollution while 
benefitting other aspects of the environment. Sue Hilton 
and Jan Martz from the Penn State Extension Master 
Gardener Program will be presenting on how to best use 
native plantings in landscaping. 

Attendees will receive a free native seed packet, along with 
the handout “Common Herbaceous Native Plants of 
Venango County, Pennsylvania” and an educational 
pamphlet on nonpoint source pollution and the 
environmental benefits of native plants. 

Registration is free, but required. The Conservation District 
c a n  b e  co n t a c t e d  a t  6 7 6 -2 8 3 2  o r 
hbuchanan@usachoice.net for registration or more 
information. 

Financial and other support for this project is provided by 
the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts, 
Inc. through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection under Section 319 of the Clean 
Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Schedule Changes for Chamber Events 
 

Business of the Year: The Chamber will not be holding the 
Business of the Year Luncheon, previously scheduled for 
November 1.  Watch upcoming newsletters and emails for 
news of this important recognition in the future. 
 

Mixer: The Blind Association will not be holding a mixer, 
noted in the September newsletter as  October 17. 

Is your business hiring? 
 

You can easily share open job positions at 
your business or organization on the Be 
Here website!  
 

Just visit beherevenango.org/hiring and fill 
out the short form.  

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
beherevenango.org/hiring
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David Snedden 

MEET OUR  

BOARD 

David Snedden has served as a member of our board 
since January of 2012. He is our immediate past 
president, having served from 2015 to 2016.  

David has a varied background in business, having 
worked as a pharmaceutical representative, as well as 
in insurance, among other things. He is currently the 
branch manager at Hagan Business Machines located 
in the Cranberry Mall. His primary focuses include 
engaging with the customer base, consulting on new 
equipment, training, and general problem solving. 

Outside of work, David is highly involved with the  
sports community. He runs a competitive adult 
volleyball program consisting of about 25 people. 
Many participants are local, but several travel from 
areas including Greenville, Tionesta, Cochranton, and 
Knox to be part of the program. David also serves as  
Director for an adult basketball group, and chairs the 
committee for a benefit golf tournament. He also is the 
league commissioner for the Venango Christian 
softball league and coaches the First Church of God 
team.  

“The best part of working in this area is definitely 
having the ability to build lasting relationships with 
my customers,” said David. “Since it’s a small area, I 
see them out and about. A lot of the time they feel 

more like friends than customers.”  

During his term as president of our board, David’s 
main goal was to develop a more robust committee 
structure for the board.  

“Since the Chamber is limited with a smaller staff, we 
wanted to involve more members and volunteers in a 
committee-based system to generate a broader reach 
in the community and local businesses,” said David.  

This plan became a reality during David’s term as 
president, and the Chamber saw positive results. The 
Golf Outing Committee was able to revitalize the 
annual event to engage more of our members. The 
Business of the Year Committee implemented positive 
changes to restructure the event with a positive 
outcome. These are just a couple examples of how the 
committee system has impacted the Chamber.  

As an active member of the community, David has an 
optimistic outlook for the future of our region. 

“I think positive changes are happening,” said David. 
Change takes time. It takes a while for the efforts 
being made now to take effect and for the community 
at large to realize there are people like Ashley Cowles 
with the ‘Be Here’ initiative and many others who are 
making a difference.”   

Be Here Social Media Contest 
 

Have you entered your photo into the Be Here Social Media Contest yet? 
Help spread the word about the many great ways to live, work, and play 
in the Venango Area!  
 

You could win one of five prize packages, full of donations from local 
businesses! 
 

Visit beherevenango.org/contest for contest details.  Taken by Kim Harris at the  
Drake Well Museum Park 

beherevenango.org/contest
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Local Artists Have a Pop-Up Exhibit in Pittsburgh  

Oil City artists George Cooley and Margaret Brostrom have organized a pop-up exhibit of 
their work in Pittsburgh on Thursday, October 19. The event is titled Drawing Fire and will 
be in gallery space at The Fudge Factory from 4 to 7 p.m.  

The exhibit will feature over 30 pieces using official NRA competition targets of black 
human silhouettes. Each artist uses the targets to demonstrate their views on today’s social 
issues. The artists will be hosting the event and be available to discuss their work.  

Besides the art there will be refreshments & hors d'oeuvres, and music performed by Oil 
City musician, Mitch Littler. Attendees will also be invited to produce their own art using 

blank targets and available art supplies on site.  

The event is free and open to the public. Brostrom’s and Cooley’s original target art will be 
available for purchase at $25 per target. Target art produced on site by attendees can be done 
for $10 per target (artists keep their targets). All the proceeds from sales, fees or donations will 
be forwarded to the Southern Poverty Law Center (splcinfo.com). The event is supported by a 
grant from Art Inside. Previews of the target art can be found at the Art Insides web site, 
ArtInsidePA.com.  

Oil City Arts Council Sponsors Comedy Club  

The Oil City Arts Council is sponsoring a Neighborhood Comedy Club Saturday, October 21, 
at Karma Coffee Company in Oil City. Events are FREE and open to the public. There will be a 
stage for the performers with tables and seating set up nightclub style. Karma will be 
offering a special comedy club menu. There is no cover charge, but donations will be 
accepted for the Arts Council. (BYOB for evening performance only).  

There will be two comedy club sessions: An afternoon family-friendly session at 3p.m. and a 
bluer evening session at 9 p.m. Pittsburgh Comedian Elliott Burns will MC with a few of his comedy friends 
doing their stand-up acts. The real headliners will be local talent from the Oil City area – talent of all 
experience levels and ages.  

Potential performers should schedule their open-mic session with the show coordinator, Kristina Stiger. 
Unscheduled comedians will be accommodated on performance day if time allows.  

It’s FREE to sign up and perform. If you want to try out your comedy act in front of an Oil City audience 
simply email Kristina Stiger at Kristina.Stiger@elandagal.com. 

Plan Now to Support First Night®  

The Oil City Arts Council provides Oil City’s First Night festivities and this year marks the 
event’s 20th year! First Night is an alcohol-free, family-oriented celebration of the arts. Since 
1998, First Night Oil City has been funded by grants, contributions and admission fees.  

Thousands of people attend to see a wide variety of quality entertainment and to experience 
First Night. This is a great community happening, and attaching the name of your business or 
organization to it shows everyone your commitment to the wholesome community activities.  

The Arts Council invites you to make a tax-deductible pledge to another successful First Night. All donation 
amounts are welcome. Donations of $100 or more will be acknowledged with the donor’s logo on the event 
brochure, and acknowledgements associated with individual events. Donors will also receive a free 
admittance button for every $100 donated.  

Contact the Oil City Arts Council with your sponsor donation to First Night, or ask to be billed at a later date. 
Please provide all your contact info. Commitments are needed by November 3rd. 
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Thank you to those who sponsored,  
volunteered, attended, and supported the 2017 

Cranberry Festival in any way!  
 

It was an absolutely beautiful day  
and another successful year! 

News Venango County Maps to be Published by End of Year 

The Chamber would like to thank the businesses and organizations who have supported 
the new Venango County map through advertising. We expect the map to be completed 
and printed by the end of the year and at least 10,000 will be distributed to local 
businesses, tourism locations, and more.  

Advertising is still available! The proceeds of the map will help the Be Here initiative 
continue—a program created to help our area thrive and show that it is a great place to 
live, work, and play. 

If you’d like to place an ad, contact Ashley at acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 
676-8521 by Friday, October 13. Learn more about Be Here at beherevenango.org. 

Save the Date! 
The 2018 Cranberry Festival will be Saturday, September 15th 

beherevenango.org.
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Thanks to everyone who joined us at the Business After Hours Mixer at  
Hickman Lumber Company & Allegheny Mountain Hardwood Flooring! 

Fisherman’s Net to Sponsor Bus Trip to Sight and Sound’s “Miracle of Christmas” 
December 15, 2017 

After decades of crushing Roman rule, the Hebrew people are losing hope. When will the promised Messiah 
come? Into the midst of this turmoil, young Mary is told she will bear God’s Son. Angels in heaven proclaim 
His birth; humble shepherds and regal kings pay Him homage. Clearly this is no ordinary baby! But who is 
He – really? Is He the Messiah, our Savior? Who can even believe such a thing! 

Witness the event that is central to the season, brought to life on a panoramic stage with high drama, 
spectacular special effects and live animals – on stage and in the aisles. 

Fishermen’s Net is offering this ministry to help you keep Christ in Christmas. If you have never experienced 
Sight and Sound Theater productions, you will be amazed. We are hoping you will use this opportunity to 
bless someone with a Christmas gift they won’t forget. Memories and relationships can be built on these 
opportunities for fellowship. 

The trip is a one-day adventure which includes lunch at Hershey Farms 
Restaurant Buffet, a theater ticket and transportation via Anderson 
Charter Bus. Departure will be from the Cranberry Mall parking lot at 
7:00 am, returning at 11:30 pm. There will be one pick-up stop at the 
Clarion Mall Parking lot and one fast food supper stop on the return trip. 
The cost per person is $98. Reservations and payment are due by Nov. 
10 and should be sent to Fishermen’s Net, 149 Summit Dr., Franklin, PA 
16323. (The trip will require a minimum of 50 participants to be 
confirmed. All monies collected will be refunded if the quota is not met.) 

Clarion County Community Bank Relocates 
 

Congratulations to Clarion County Community Bank for the grand opening of their 
new building in Franklin! “This new facility will allow us to better serve our 
growing customer base who call the Franklin area home,” President and CEO Jim 
Kifer said in an article with exploreVenango. 
  

The bank is now located at 1272 Elk Street. Stop by to check out the beautiful 
mural inside and congratulate them on their grand opening!  
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Venango Museum Welcomes YouTube Sensation to Perform 

The Venango Museum of Art, Science, and Industry will welcome the pianist/singer/
songwriter and YouTube  sensation with near 4 million views, Matthew Ball, aka 
“The Boogie Woogie Kid,” on October 20 at 7:30 p.m.  

Ball is the attorney turned musician whose playing has earned him descriptions like 
“Awesome!” “Crushing!” Fantastic!” Today with near 4 million YouTube views of his 
past performance footage, Ball is an international presence that has distinguished 
himself as one of the Nation’s leading practitioners of  the American piano traditions 
we call Boogie n Blues, Ragtime, and Jazz.  

Don’t miss his family-friendly concert of toe-tappin piano and song favorites from the Swing Era, with 
arrangements of classics like When the Saints Go Marchin’ In, In the Mood, Basin Street Blues, Ain’t 
Misbehavin’, Bumble Boogie, This Little Light of Mine, Waltzing Matilda, Swanee River, and more! 

State Street Furniture and Sleep Shoppe 20th anniversary 

Dave Hippenstiel of State Street Furniture, Oil City, is excited to announce the celebration of his business’s 20th 
anniversary. 

New to the area, Dave accidently acquired the business known as Helping Hand Thrift store on State Street, Oil 
City in 1997. Since Dave’s interests were more in furniture and antiques, he changed the name of the business 
to State Street Furniture. In 2003, after outgrowing his current location, Dave purchased and moved into the 
old Harry’s Auto Parts building located on the corners of East Front and State Streets. Then in 2016, he 
expanded again with the purchase of the William’s Decorating building, again on the corners of East Front and 
State Streets.  After some minor renovations, The Sleep Shoppe was opened as an annex to the extremely 
successful State Street Furniture.  

Mr. Hippenstiel has created a niche business selling pre-owned furniture at affordable prices. In addition to 
furniture, he sells new bedding, TV’s, antiques and collectables. With over 9,000 square foot of merchandise, 
whether your just starting out or redecorating, his products are ones that you would be proud to put in your 
home; without feeling stressed about breaking the bank. 

You are invited into State Street Furniture during their 
20th year for a Chamber business after-hours mixer on 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017.  For the balance of the 
week, Dave and his staff will be welcoming customers 
with great discounts, prizes and giveaways. Please join 
us in wishing Dealin’ Dave and his staff at State Street 
Furniture a Happy 20th Anniversary! 

14th Annual Foxburg Fall Art, Wine & Food Festival 

On Sunday, October 8, come have a spectacular time at the Riverfront on Main Street in 
Foxburg, PA, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

The festival will include artisans, crafters, musicians, wine, food, Oktoberfest beer & 
German cuisine, kids entertainment, Chinese auction, raffles & so much more! There will 
be free admission and parking and a shuttle service is available from A. C. Valley Medical 
Center & Elementary School.  

Foxburg is home to Chamber members: Allegheny Grille, The Foxburg Inn Hotel, and Divani Chocolatier.  For 
more information call (724) 659-5701 or visit www.foxburgfestival.com. 

http://www.foxburgfestival.com
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Your Role as a Nonprofit Board Member 
By Trenton Moulin, Bridge Builders Community Foundations 

Many meetings that I have at the Community Foundation involve working with nonprofit 
boards. I have the opportunity to work with many of these volunteers that aspire to make our 
area a better place for current and future generations.  They come in many sizes and with all 
levels of experience and tenure.  The board also have as many different views as their our 
individuals occupying the seats on these various boards.   One thing that they have in 
common is that they give generously their time, treasure, creativity, hard work and 

compassion to guide their organizations to more fully meet their respective missions.  This in turn makes our 
areas a better place to live learn work and play. 

Many times I have heard board members, both new and those that have served many years,  

“What is my role as a board member?” 
“What should the board do versus what should the staff do?”  
“What should the board meetings consist of?” 

If you have ever served on a board or considered serving on a board, you may have asked yourself these 
same questions.  In very broad brush strokes, I will identify the broad and overarching responsibilities that a 
nonprofit board member takes on when they agree to serve as a director of a nonprofit.     

The first main responsibility of a director is the: 

DUTY OF CARE  

The duty of care requires the director to be informed regarding the affairs of the nonprofit and to exercise 
the care that a prudent person in his or her position would exercise, and to do so in a manner that the 
director reasonably believes to be in the best interest of the corporation. To fulfill his or her duty of care, at a 
minimum, a director should:  

Regularly attend meetings of the board of directors;  
Be informed about the affairs and finances of the nonprofit; and  
Exercise his or her independent judgment with respect to issues under consideration. 

The other main responsibility of a nonprofit director is: 

DUTY OF LOYALTY  

The duty of loyalty requires a director to exercise his or her duties in a manner that furthers the interest of 
the organization rather than his or her personal interest or the interest of another person or organization. 
Matters related to this duty include:  

conflicts of interest;  
corporate opportunity; and  
confidentiality.  

A director should reveal to the board of directors any conflicts of interest that he or she may have when 
those conflicts or potential conflicts may be relevant. 

Finally the board of directors is charged with defining and overseeing the implementation of the 
organization’s mission. The board is responsible for:  

1. developing and overseeing implementation of a strategic plan; 
2. protecting the organization’s long-term values and mission against sacrifice for short-term gains; 
3. assuring that the programs operated by the organization are consistent with its mission; and preserving 

the organization’s assets against waste or abandonment. 

Portions of this are from:  Handbook for Directors of Nonprofit Corporations in the United States of America 
(KIRKPATRICK & LOCKHART NICHOLSON GRAHAM LLP) a very handy resource for all who work on or with 
nonprofit boards) 
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Vantage Home Medical Equipment & Oxygen would like to 
invite you to visit our new location at 1283 Liberty Street in 
Franklin, PA during Applefest! We will be having a fall 
clearance sale with some items marked as low as 50% off. 
Stop by our sales booth outside our location and spin the 
wheel for a chance at additional coupons and prizes! We are 
also excited to inform you all that Vantage will be a host 
location for the 2017 Wine Walk in Franklin for a 2nd year in 
a row! Make sure to add to your calendar as there will be 
plenty of great sales, food and wine available!! 

Vantage would also like to thank our many customers, 
patients, healthcare facilities and area businesses for 
welcoming us on our move to downtown Franklin. Your 
generosity and kindness certainly doesn’t go unnoticed. 
Thank you for supporting our locally owned and operated 
business. Please call 814-437-4725 for further information on 
how Vantage can provide solutions to your healthcare needs. 

Clergy and Social Works Conference 

The Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) of Venango County 
Hospice invites you to our 10th Annual Clergy and Social 
Workers FREE Conference and Lunch for ministers, spouses, 
social workers and those assisting terminally ill people. 

The conference is set for Thursday, October 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Seneca Hills Bible Camp & Retreat Center. Our 
Speakers will be: Donna Yates, MS, Counselor and Life Coach 
PLUS a panel of staff from VNA of Venango County Hospice. 

Please RSVP on or before October 
19 by calling Venango VNA 
Hospice Chaplain, Rev. Randy 
Kightlinger at (814) 437-0364 or 
knightlingerrl@upmc.edu 

Agriculture Awareness Day 
 

The Venango Conservation District held 

the first Agriculture Awareness Day on 

Saturday, September 9, hosted by Bay 

Tree Farm. This opportunity to “Meet, 

Greet, Eat, and Learn,” brought many 

people out to the farm for informational 

booths, hayrides, demonstrations, 

children’s activities, and more!  
 

Pictured to the left: Warren Thomas, 

owner of Bay Tree Farm 

https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.fscas.org/
http://venangocountydailynews.com/
mailto:knightlingerrl@upmc.edu
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Join the Venango County Association for the 
Blind, The Oil Valley Chapter of the PA 
Council for the Blind, and the Bureau of 
Blindness and Visual Services as we 
celebrate White Cane & Guide Dog Safety 
Day on Wednesday, October 18. 

Celebrate the White Cane & Guide Dog as symbols of a blind 
or visually impaired person’s ability to achieve a full and 
independent life. 

The gathering will begin at 10 a.m. and the walk will begin at 
10:30 a.m. beginning at the Franklin YMCA. For more 
information, please call (814) 676-1876. 

 

The Hormel Pepperoni Stick Fundraiser for the Venango 
Blind Association has been extended! Each stick costs $10 
and is over two feet long (approximately two lbs. of 
pepperoni). You can freeze these for up to one year and they 
make great gifts for the pepperoni lovers in your life. 

Orders must be received by noon on Thursday, November 9, 
and will be available for pick up after 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 16. Payment is required upon delivery. Call (814) 
676-1876 to order yours today! 

Proceeds go to the Venango County Association for the Blind 
to assist in our mission to provide quality services and 
enhance the lives of those with visual impairments and 
blindness in Venango, Clarion and Forest Counties. 

 

 

 

 

We are currently facing extreme challenges within the 
Venango County Community regarding out-of-county 
transportation services for individuals who are legally 
blind, that have a career opportunity to work in the 
Hermitage and Boyers areas. This challenge is greatly 
affecting these individuals from being able to obtain 
employment, as they rely heavily on Public Transportation. 

We are reaching out to the community to see if there are any 
other resources to help aide this situation. If you, or 
someone you know, has information, ideas, or contacts of 
anyone willing to help remedy this problem, please contact 
Carli Metze at the Keystone Blind Association, (724) 347-
5501 ext. 229, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m to 4:30 p.m. 

Venango County Association for the Blind Updates 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.safelite.com/
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Schools & Industry Partnership Group Seeks Additional Industry Partners 

The purpose of this group is to foster a relationship between schools and industries while developing programs 
to focus on missing soft skills and to build a pipeline of students (i.e., applicants) for future vocational positions 
(Assembler, Machinist, Maintenance, Welder, etc.) in Venango County. 

The Schools & Industry Partnership Group meets three times a school year (fall, winter & spring) to discuss the 
needs of the school districts and how local employers can get involved. The employers’ participation helps to 
reinforce common policies that carry through from high school into the work place. Examples of such policies 
include the importance of attendance and the importance of being drug free. And at the same time, the 
employers are working with school personnel to improve student career and soft skills. Employers represented 
in this group are able to share with students (and parents) that there are great jobs (and good companies) right 
here in Venango County. 

Specifically, during school year 2016-2017, employers participated in mock interviews, assembly presentations, 
career days, open houses, student job shadows, plant tours for 
guidance counselors, and perfect attendance awards for students 
at two local schools.  

In 2018, the employers in the Schools & Industry Partnership 
group are looking to continue these events as well as incorporate 
an end-of-the-year student perfect attendance award with all the 
schools. Employers & School Personnel, there are currently 39 
individuals (including 11 employers) committed to growing this 
partnership between the local schools and the employers in 
Venango County. If you haven’t been participating in the Schools 
& Industry Partnership Group but you have interest in doing so, 
please contact: Jaci D’Amico jdamico@libertyelectronics.com or 
Janet Stewart jstewart@specfab.com 

Have you met Ashleigh Bennett? 
Ashleigh never thought she would end 
up returning to Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, but she’s so happy she 
did! She works many places in the 
area—the First United Methodist 
Church of Franklin, Bossa Nova Café 
Roastery, and the Porch Music Store.  

You may have also seen Ashleigh performing at various venues 
and events throughout the area, including this year’s Oil 
Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew and during the Taste of Talent 
Competition in Franklin.  

You can read Ashleigh’s full story on our Be Here testimonials 
page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and 
work in the Venango Area!  

We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share 
your story” button at the bottom of the page. 

http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
mailto:jdamico@libertyelectronics.com
mailto:jstewart@specfab.com
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
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“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

Three Network Connections You Can Dump Right Now 
By Kurtis Bell 
 

So you’ve spent years building your network and by now have cultivated a sizable group on which you can 
call on for referrals, reviews, or advice. In a perfect world, all our connections would be power players; 
valuable “can’t do without” type of network connections. Unfortunately, that is never the case, so here is my 
guide on when to make your way to the exit and deploy the ol parachute.   

One connection you can distance yourself from instantly is the narcissistic, egocentric network connection. 
This is an easy one to pick out because this connection will always be the first to let you know it is all about 
them, all the time.  

The second connection you can let go is the connection who never passes referrals or makes introductions. 
Not saying that you have to keep score in a little notebook you carry at all times, but valuable connections 
will help you out from time to time.  

The last type of connection you can burn is the connection who does not know when to stop selling. This 
connection will be relentless in his or her pursuit to sell you on a product, thought process, or idea.  

You may have noticed a common connection in all three types of 
connections you need to ditch. All three types forego the cornerstones of 
networking; be selfless, be a great connector, and focus on making a 
genuine connection rather than a one time sale. With the end of yet another 
year rapidly approaching, it may be time for you to reflect on your network 
and see if it needs some trimming. Remember what Porter Gale says: “Your 
network is your net worth.” 

FLEX to Hold Annual Meeting 
 

Future Leaders & Entrepreneurs Exchange (FLEX), the young 
professionals group of the Venango Chamber, will host its 
Annual Meeting on Friday, October 20, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
at Karma Coffee Co in Oil City.  
 

At the meeting, FLEX will give a review of the past year, 
preview of future plans, a reveal of a new goals program, and 
more. Although this is a young professionals event, any 
professional is invited to join, and FLEX is also seeking 
sponsorships. Please see the FLEX FYI for more information 
(page  9 of the  newsletter).  

McDonalds in Oil City to Get New Look 
 

Becky Eismont, manager of the Oil City 
McDonalds, confirms that the store will 
close for remodeling on October 7th and the 
expected grand opening will be held 
November 3rd. 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
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Board of Directors 

 
OCTOBER 
 
 11 State Street Furniture Mixer 5-7 PM 
 19 Board of Directors Meeting  -  8AM  
 20 FLEX Annual Meeting 5:30 PM 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
 16 Executive Committee Meeting 7:30AM 
 23 Thanksgiving Day-Chamber Closed 
 24  Chamber Closed 
 

www.venangoplays.org 
 

Looking for things to do in the region, ways to promote 
community events or wondering what else in happening on 
the days you want to plan an event?  Check out 
VenangoPlays.org, your regional calendar of events.   
 

You can submit your events to be added to the calendar: 
venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/ 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/index.htm
http://www.venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event/C:/Users/swilliams/Documents/AdvancedReliableSoftware
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Each year, FLEX invites all members and any young professionals interested in learning about the 
organization to our Annual Meeting. The free event will be held Friday, October 20, at Karma Coffee Co. in 
Oil City beginning with socializing and networking at 5:30 and the meeting at 6 p.m. 

The evening consists of a brief review of the last year, including a look back at FLEX’s successful socials, 
fundraisers, and civic engagement, a preview of future plans and reveal of a new goals program. Members 
will also have the opportunity to approve leadership for the upcoming year. 

“FLEX has grown tremendously over the last two years, including the increase in membership, participation, 
and activity in the community,” said Casey McVay, FLEX President. “I am excited for the leadership 
committee to share highlights on the young professional initiative,  Second Annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike 
‘n Brew, the unique projects our committees have worked very hard on, among all the other amazing things 
that have transpired over the last year because of this inspiring group of young people.” 

From 5:30 to 6 p.m., attendees can have a free professional headshot taken. Throughout the evening, 
attendees will enjoy hors d’oeuvres. FLEX will provide an open bar with beer, wine, water, and soft drinks, 
and will be collecting tips. Following the meeting, all are welcome to stay for entertainment and trivia. 

An RSVP is strongly encouraged. Contact Ashley at the Venango 
Chamber at acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521 
by Friday, October 13. While attendance by young 
professionals is encouraged, anyone is welcome to attend. We 
hope you can join us! 

Thank you to Penelec for sponsoring this event! If you are an 
individual or business interested in supporting the Annual 
Meeting and FLEX, Venango County’s next generation of 
leaders, please contact the Venango Chamber by phone at (814) 
676-8521 or email acowles@venangochamber.org. 

Last year’s Annual Meeting was held at the Barrow 

Civic Theatre in Franklin. This year, join us at 

Karma Coffee Co in Oil City! 

mailto:acowles@venangochamber.org
mailto:acowles@venangochamber.org
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Holli Seppanen grew up in beautiful place similar to Western PA called Escanaba in 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. She earned dual bachelor’s degrees in Accounting 
and Business Administration Management from Lake Superior State University.  
 

In February 2016, Holli moved to Clarion with her boyfriend, Andy, after he got a job 
through the Allegheny National Forest in Marienville. After working a few different 
places for about a year, Holli landed at the First National Bank of Emlenton as the 
Branch Manager and she feels she has made a great choice in joining Farmer’s team.  
 

“I love how close knit the communities are. People truly care for one another and 
that's not something you find everywhere,” said Holli when asked what she enjoys 
most about working in the area. “Pennsylvania is an entirely new experience for me 

and I appreciate how welcoming and helpful each individual I have met has been. On top of it all, it's a 
beautiful place to work and enjoy life.” 
 

Outside of her career, Holli is exploring the region, widening her network and group of friends, and planting 
roots in the community. She enjoys the recreation of the area, including running the trails, hiking at Freedom 
Falls, dining at places like The Allegheny Grille, or grilling outside with neighbors and friends. Above all, she 
loves to play with her puppy, Gunter, a 6-month-old Goldendoodle.  
 

A unique fact about Holli is that she was a proud employee of Subway for many years and once was one of 
the top five fastest sandwich makers in the Midwest! You can check out the Subjammers Subway contest on 
YouTube by searching Subjammers Orlando 2012. She also ran her first half marathon in May with a time of 
2 hours 6 minutes, and she plans to work towards a better time and even a full marathon in the near future. 
 

We've enjoyed getting to know Holli and are excited to have her even more involved in FLEX and our 
community! 
 

Podcast Recommendation 
 

One of our FLEX members suggests checking out the podcast 
Millenial by Megan Tan.  Millenial is a podcast about coming 
of age and shares information about what no one really 
teaches you—how to maneuver your 20s post-graduation.  
 

You can find the podcast on iTunes and many other apps. 
Learn more at www.millennialpodcast.org. 

Share Your Story on the Be Here Website 
 

Each month, we share profiles of two young professionals in 
the FLEX FYI newsletter, but you can also share your story on 
the Be Here website testimonials page. This is a way to tell 
people why you chose Venango County as your home and 
what you love about it. 
 

You can see the testimonials at beherevenango.org/
testimonials and just click the “SHARE YOUR STORY” button 
that pops up at the bottom to share your own.  

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://bbcf.org/
http://www.millennialpodcast.org
beherevenango.org/testimonials
beherevenango.org/testimonials
http://www.svmprocleaningbybell.com/
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Growing up just north of Venango County in Chapmanville, PA, Megan Whitman 
attended Maplewood High School and went on to college at the University of 
Pittsburgh. She married her high school sweetheart, Erin, and finished her bachelor’s 
degree in Accounting and Finance from Devry University. 

After Megan finished school and Erin returned from serving in the military, they 
moved back to our area, and currently reside in Oil City with their daughter, Lexus. 

Megan recently began working in Administrative Services at Komatsu Mining 
Engineering and is excited for what her career at this new company has in store. “My 
plan professionally is to build a solid career here,” she said. “I'm not sure where this 
career path will lead within the company yet, but I do know it will be successful.” 

Megan attributes a lot of her success to the many contacts she has made in the area through professional 
groups. She appreciates the opportunity to further her knowledge in her field and get to know others in the 
area, and has met many friends through work. 

Most of Megan’s free time is spent coaching her daughter’s softball team, the 10U Venango Vipers, because 
the team plays year-round. Although it is time consuming, it is worth it because she gets to work with many 
talented, young girls in the Venango County area. Megan also enjoys running and hiking in Oil Creek State 
Park, especially because of the beautiful changes of seasons. She participated in the Oil Creek 50K last year 
and is currently training for the 100K in just a few short weeks. Her family also likes to kayak and fish at 
Two Mile Run County Park, during her favorite season—summer. 

The small town feeling of our area is what made Megan return and remain here. She looks forward to 
continue making steps professionally, enjoying all our area has to offer, and raising her family here, and 
we’re glad she’s chosen to do so! 

Interview Skills Workshop 
 

Hope 21 Ministry of  Free Methodist Church is hosting an Interview Skills Workshop on October 18, at 5 
p.m. at the Transit Building in Oil City. Hope 21 provides free clothing in a setting of “dignity and love,” and 
is now offering educational classes, too, through it’s new program Well Spring. 
 

The workshop is free and open to the public. To RSVP, please 
send a Facebook message to Hope 21 at facebook.com/
hope21ministry or email info@hopeministry.org. 

FLEX Committee Opportunities 
 

Interested in getting more involved with FLEX? We have three committees—Events & Fundraising, 
Membership, and Marketing & Community Partnerships—and each committee will have a new chairperson 
after our Annual Meeting on October 20. We welcome you to contact them to learn more about how you can 
help FLEX plan events, promote the group, and grow as an organization. We’ll share information about new 
officers in next month’s newsletter.  

facebook.com/hope21ministry
facebook.com/hope21ministry
http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
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Where you’ll find FLEX this month:  
 

Events & Fundraising/Membership Committee Meeting: Wed. October 11, 6 p.m., Foxtales, Franklin 
 

Marketing Committee Meeting: Thurs. October 12, 5:30 p.m., Scierka’s Tavern,  Oil City 
 

Monthly Meeting: Wed. October 18, 12 - 1 p.m., Komatsu Administration Building, Franklin  *Bring your lunch  
 

FLEX Annual Meeting: Fri. October 20, 5:30 p.m., Karma Coffee Co, Oil City 
 

Membership Committee Meeting: Tues. October 24, 5:45 p.m., El Toro, Cranberry 

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Two FLEX Young Professionals Lead Efforts for Houston 
 

We love to hear stories of local young professionals giving back to others! Two of our FLEX 
members, Sara Brecht and Elizabeth Yale, decided to do their part to help out after the tragic 
hurricane in Houston. 

Sara Brecht, who recently moved to our area, started a project when she lived in Warren, PA, 
last September called Operation Be a Better Human. The group does “Flash Fundraisers” 
for nonprofits and sent a 26-foot Uhaul full of new clothes, dog food, cleaning supplies, 
water, and other items, to residents in Houston.  

Other fundraisers the group has done include collecting food for a backpack program, 
raising money to redo the computer lab in the Warren Area student union, selling baked 
goods for local veterans needing kidney transplants, and helping a family after having 
their house burn down. 

Although Sara no longer lives in Warren, she continues to give back to that community and communities 
throughout the United States. “Our goal is to help, put out the positive, and focus on ACTION rather than the 
negative,” she said. “This has been a group effort and wouldn’t have happened without the dedication of many 
volunteers from my home town. I could never do this without them.” Sara is open to helping a similar group start in 
our area if any young professionals are interested! Check them out on Facebook by searching “Operation Be a 
Better Human.”  

Elizabeth is the Priest in Charge at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Franklin and previously lived in Houston. She also 
led a collection of items for residents and the church filled up an 8x8 trailer three and a half times with clothes, 
from baby to 3XL, along with food goods, personal care items, cleaning supplies, and cots. In addition, they raised 
about $2,000 for the trip to take items down to Houston and donated the extra money. More items will be donated 

with another group who is sending trucks to both Houston and Florida.  

“Having recently lived in Houston, my heart was breaking seeing the destruction of places I 
loved and seen every day while there,” Elizabeth said. “I wanted to be able to do something to 
help my friends, and coordinating through them, we found a place we could make a much 
needed donation.” 

The two women who delivered supplies from St. John’s took them to NRG Stadium 
(home of the Houston Texans and the Houston Rodeo) on September 12 and saw the 
good work people are doing in helping others. As of last week, 2,000 people were still 
living in the temporary housing provided by the stadium.  

Please join us in thanking Sara and Elizabeth for their commitment to not only our 
community, but communities throughout the United States! If you have a story you’d 
like to share, please email us at flex@venangochamber.org.  

mailto:flex@venangochamber.org
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