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Congratulations to  

Miss Annie Lenze 

2017 Oil Heritage Festival Queen 
See page 3 for story 
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The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
  

Membership Directory at Work  
By Sheri Hamilton 
 

I was recently browsing through my brand new, shiny 2017 Venango Area Chamber 
membership directory.  I reflected on how many times I’ve utilized this directory since 
becoming a Chamber Board member.  As a Chamber member, I never thought too much 
about the directory.  I filed it in my Venango Chamber file & promptly forgot about it.  When 
I was elected to the Board of Directors, I learned more about the process of producing the 
directory and its many resources.  I started reaching for this wealth of information more and 
more.   
 

Recently, Drake Well Museum needed cabinets fabricated, and we were looking for vendors 
to contact.  Found two!  I was skimming though the directory looking for a few local 
businesses that might be interested in participating in events we have planned in 2017 at Pithole Historic Site.  Found 
one and made a new friend!  We needed to solicit bids for our Portable Toilets for the Pithole site.  Found three!  Next 
time you need help with a project, instead of immediately going to Google, check out your local vendors, your neighbors, 
in the Venango Area Chamber Membership Directory and Referral Guide. 

Thirty One with LJ Stone 
LauraJane Stone 
2135 Georgetown Road 
Kennerdell, PA  16374 
Phone: (814) 671-4239 
Web: www.mythirtyone.com 
eMail: thirtyonewithljstone@gmail.com 
Published Category: Independent Sales 

Thirty-One Gifts was founded in 2003 with 
one simple goal in mind – to help women by 
giving them the opportunity to run their own 
successful business. That goal remains our 
No. 1 priority today. 
 
Not only do their fashionable, functional 
products make life easier – they also help 
independent business owners across the 
country support their families and reach their 
dreams. 
 

Chambers Seek Feedback on Fall Trip to Harrisburg 
 
Last fall, the Venango and Franklin Chambers partnered to take a group of members to the  Pennsylvania State Capital 
for the day.  The group of thirteen, which included chamber staff, were greeted by Senator Hutchinson and 
Representative James and had the opportunity to tour the Capital and observe sessions of both the House and the 
Senate.  Lunch was provided, along with a brief presentation by the PA State Chamber.  The group then visited the Civil 
War Museum and stopped for dinner before returning home that evening. 
 
The cost for the day was $25 per person, which included lunch and the museum entry fee. We would like to know if 
there is an interest in another trip to Harrisburg this fall.  Please contact the Franklin or Venango Chamber if you have an 
interest in participating so that we can gauge interest. 
 
“Last year’s trip to Harrisburg was wonderful! The attention to detail by the Chamber staff made the day very enjoyable. Looking 
forward to another! ”  - Eva Palmer 
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Inspiration From a Queen 

The Venango Chamber proudly celebrates excellence in the region each year by recognizing students during the Oil 
Heritage and Cranberry Festival Queen and King contests. At this year’s crowning of the 2017 Queen, Annie Lentz, 
our 2016 Queen Lucy Hutchinson offered the following remarks.  We thought they were so inspirational, we had to 
share them. 

Hello everyone! My name is Lucy Hutchinson, and it would be an understatement to say that I was honored to have been 
chosen as the 2016 Oil Heritage Festival Queen last year. I stand here today not only anticipating the future of the Oil 
Heritage Festival but also reminiscing on the beloved heritage of the Oil Heritage Festival. 

One of the many reasons why I am blessed to have been raised in Oil City is the fact that the Oil Region serves as a 
symbol for the immense impact that a small plot of land can have to transform the world. And on top of this, our region 
has proven itself to be a tight-knit community that values the beauty of art, service, engagement, adventure, and history. 

Likewise, the Oil Heritage Festival has assumed these interests since 1979. I knew that I loved this Festival throughout 
the entirety of my childhood when I wore costumes in the Children’s parade, entered my artwork in the art show, walked 
with my family and marched with the Oiler Marching Band in the parade, ate multitudes of spaghetti and pancakes, 
played on the old playground as I listened to concerts in the park, took pictures with the “big girls” who were Queens, 
admired the fireworks, and realized all of the work put into such a celebration. And despite the fact that I enjoyed the 
festival so much back then, this passion has grown into pure awe since I became the Oil Heritage Festival Queen. Awe 
that this festival can uniquely incorporate art, fun, service, and adventure into such magnificent events while bringing 
together every kind of person. 

Of course, this festival does not happen without tireless work, so I would like to thank the volunteers, vendors, 
businesses, and organizers of the festivities as well as all of you community members, old and new, and visitors for 
supporting our cause. And I would like to especially thank the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce as well as 
Representative and Mrs. James for making this more than just a weekend for a particular group of people. For dozens of 
Oil Heritage Festival court members and Queens including myself, you have created a means of empowerment and eye-
opening joy. 

Just as this festival doesn’t happen by mere luck or coincidence, ladies, it is not luck or coincidence that you have been 
recognized as representatives of this festival and everything that our community values. Inside each one of you is 
insurmountable potential. I hope that each of you realize this fact and I know that you can embody the impact of this 
festival with dignity and humility. 

On January 20th, 1961, John F. Kennedy was inaugurated into the office of the President of the United States of America. 
On that day, he famously stated, and I quote: “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your 
country.” 

And so, to our lovely 2017 Oil Heritage Festival Queen, on this day of your inauguration, or crowning, ask not what this 
title can do for you; ask what you can do for this festival, our community, and the people you meet. Thank you all, and 
have a spectacular time at the 2017 Oil Heritage Festival! 

Partnership Between Barr’s Insurance and Penn National Pays Dividends 
 
Pam Johnson of Celestial Quilts in Oil City proudly shows us her 2017 
Chamber Choice Dividend check from Penn National  Insurance Company.  
Venango County Area Chamber of Commerce members insured with Penn 
National received their 2016 policy term checks in July.   
 

Current Chamber Members, IF YOU’RE NOT GETTING MONEY BACK 
FROM YOUR INSURANCE PROVIDER, PLEASE LET US KNOW!   
For more information to become a part of this 
Dividend Program, please contact Rod Fee at Barr’s 
Insurance in Oil City at (814) 677-3012 and email:  
rodfee@barrsinsurance.com  . If you’re not already 
a Venango Chamber Member, please contact Susan 
Williams at the Venango County Chamber at (814) 
676-8521. 
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Dennis James returns to Venango Museum 
 

Internationally touring historical-
music revivalist Dennis James, who 
this year performs in Salzburg, 
Austria; Edmonton, Canada; and 
across the USA from Seattle to 
Washington D.C., will perform at 
Venango Museum on Saturday August 
5 at 2 p.m.  He will be accompanying 
the 1920s silent movie Steamboat Bill 

Jr. and will also play other numbers on the organ and the Museum’s 
beautiful Steinway piano.   
 

James tries to include presentations in Oil City, PA, into his extensive 
touring and worldwide performances schedule. James has both 
composed and arranged music under commission from Germany's 
Goethe-Institut, the Cologne Philharmonie, Salzburg's Mozarteum, 
Louvre Museum in Paris, British Film Institute and the Australian 
Broadcast Commission in addition to, here in the USA, the Walker 
Contemporary Art Center (Minneapolis), Museum of Modern Art 
(New York City), and National Gallery of Art (Washington, D.C.) .  
 

James served as Lecturer in Music (2011-2015) at the Mason Gross 
School of the Arts at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ and 
continues to maintain several ongoing professional music 
performance appointments throughout the United States.  This 
program is made possible by a grant from the Jack Rowley 
Charitable Trust. 

SCORE Celebrate 50 Years 

2017 marks a special year for SCORE.  The Northwest 
Pennsylvania Chapter is celebrating 50 years of serving clients in a 
special celebration in Erie on September 6th from  5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Zem Zem Shrine Club.  SCORE would like to personally 
invite you to attend this special celebration as each of you has 
contributed to the success of SCORE through your volunteerism or 
support.  We started the SCORE Venango Branch in January of 
2012 and have since that time assisted 112 clients with their small 
business efforts in just our area, so we have definitely seen the 
impact that SCORE can have on economic development in a small 
section of Western Pennsylvania.   
 

The 50th Anniversary celebration will include hors d’oeuvres, 
guest speakers, awards to prominent community personnel and 
door prizes.  It will also be a wonderful opportunity to network 
with other people from the business community in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 
 

Please visit the website at www.SCORE50th.com to make your 
reservations with your name and the names of any guests you 
should like to invite yourselves.  We hope to see you there! 

http://www.mcfateandmerkel.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.SCORE50th.com
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 New Venango County Maps! 

Advertisement opportunities are still available for the 2017 
maps! To see our previous map, please visit 
venangochamber.org/invest/maps. The 2013 map can also be 
found at this website. If interested in placing an ad, please 
contact Ashley Cowles, program manager for the Be Here 
initiative, at (814) 676-8521 or acowles@venangochamber.org. 

Hagan Celebrates 25 Years 
 

Hagan Business Machines will  
celebrate their 25th year of 
business in Meadville and the 
surrounding areas.  

Bring your lawn chairs or 
blankets, sit beside French Creek 
at the Kenneth A. Beers Jr. 
Bicentennial Park in Meadville, 
and enjoy sounds by Double 
Vision.  

The celebration will begin at 5 
p.m. on Thursday, August 17. 

12th Anniversary Oil Creek State Park  
Summer Biathlon 
 

August 12, 2017  -  10 a.m. 
 
Sponsored by: Friends of Oil Creek State Park, Range Resources 
and PA Biathlon Club 
 

Location: Oil Creek State Park Cross-Country Ski Area, Petroleum 
Center 
 
For more info on Biathlon visit: www.usbiathlon.com or 

www.friendsocsp.org 

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.gillconsult.com/
venangochamber.org/invest/maps
http://www.beherevenango.org/
http://www.usbiathlon.com
http://www.friendsocsp.org
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Karnish Financial Advisors 
Providing a holistic approach to financial planning 

Karnish Financial Advisors is an independent financial consulting practice 
focused on catering to the individual needs of their clients. The practice is 
family-owned and operated by Casimir J. Karnish, his wife, Colleen P. Karnish, 
and their daughter, Hillary A. Krison. 
 

Karnish Financial Advisors operates through LPL Financial, which is the 
nation’s largest independent broker dealer, as reported in Financial Planning 
magazine June 1996-2017, based on total revenues. This avenue allows 
Karnish Financial to provide the best of both worlds for their clients—top-of-
the-line resources and personalized service, customized for the needs of each 
individual client. 
 

“We believe that by developing a deeper relationship with our clients, we will 
be better able to guide them in pursuing their unique needs, wants, and 
goals,” said Casimir. “We treat each client like family, and we work tirelessly 
to assist our clients in the creation and preservation of multi-generational 
wealth.” 
 

The cornerstone of Karnish Financial Advisors is the personal level of service 
that they offer. They create, monitor, and maintain customized financial plans 
for affluent individuals, families, and businesses. 
 

“We recommend individualized financial plans for each client,” said Colleen. 
“We enhance various products and services to adapt to the needs of our 
individual clients.” 
 

Some of the services offered by Karnish Financial Advisors include 
investment planning, retirement planning, risk management, cash flow, 
budget, assistance to loved ones, assist in income tax planning and estate 
planning, charitable giving, asset allocation, social security review, annuities, 
life insurance, education, and college planning.  
 

While Karnish Financial Advisors serves a large number of clients in Venango 
County, they also assist clients all over the world. Being available to clients 
24/7 is a priority for Casimir. He is able to access information to assist his 
clients from any location, so he is constantly available to provide guidance.  
 

The main focus for Karnish Financial Advisors is to offer excellent service for 
their clients. Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a 
registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.  

About Karnish Financial 
Advisors 

 
Karnish Financial Advisors 
provides a holistic approach to 
total wealth management, 
specializing in client services.  
 

FAST FACTS 

 Karnish Financial Advisors is a 
family-run practice.  

 The advisors at Karnish Financial 

have a combined 60 years of 
experience in the financial 
industry.  

 Karnish Financial Advisors 
operates through LPL Financial, 
the largest independent broker 
dealer in the country, as reported 
in Financial Planning magazine 
June 1996-2017, based on total 
revenues.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Phone:  
(814) 678-3438 
 

Email: 
casimir.karnish@lpl.com 
 

Website: 
www.caskarnish.com 
 

Address:  
1510 W. First St. Suite One 
Oil City, PA 16301 
 

Hours:  
Mon-Fri.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Additional hours by 
appointment. Available to 
clients 24/7 via cell phone.  

http://www.caskarnish.com


7  

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”  

About  
 

Latshaw Motors sells quality, 
southern, used cars in Seneca, 
PA, in addition to offering a wide 
variety of other services.  

 
FAST FACTS 
  

 Latshaw Motors has been 
family owned and operated 
since it was opened in 1954. 

 In addition to selling 
quality, used, southern cars, 
Latshaw motors offers a 
wide range of services, 
including T-plates and 
notary work.  

 Cost-efficient pricing is 
always a priority for the 
team at Latshaw Motors.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Phone: 
(814) 229-9280 
 

Email: 
clatshaw@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
www.latshawmotors.com 
 

Facebook: 
facebook.com/latshawmotors 
 

Instagram: 
@latshawmotors 
 

Address: 
3053 PA-257 
Seneca, PA  16346 
 

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sat. 10:30 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Latshaw Motors 
Changing the used car game with reliable southern vehicles 

Latshaw Motors is a car dealership located in Seneca, PA, that is changing 
the used car game. The company specializes in clean, reliable, southern 
vehicles. Latshaw Motors always puts the customer first, offering in-house 
warranties to ensure no customers will be “stuck with a lemon,” no matter 
the price.  
 
Latshaw Motors was opened in 1954 by Maurice, Glenn, and Kenneth 
Latshaw. It has been solely owned and operated by Maurice Latshaw for 
approximately the past 35 years. Maurice retired in October 2016, and the 
company is now owned and operated by his daughter, Cheyenne, who had 
managed the business for the past 2.5 years. Latshaw Motors is partnered 
with Rage Automotive for all mechanical needs.  
 
In addition to selling quality used vehicles, the company also offers a wide 
variety of other services, including oil changes, Duramax Injectors, Chip 
Guard (which includes rocker panels and bed liners), notary work, and T-
plates.  
 
The team at Latshaw Motors loves running a business in a tight-knit 
community.  
 
“We love the small-town feel,” said Cheyenne. “We have been working 
with local businesses and enjoy the network we have obtained in the last 
few years.”  
 
The most satisfying part of the job for Cheyenne is seeing the satisfaction 
of the company’s customers.  
 
“I love being able to send someone out in their ‘new to them’ vehicle and 
see their happiness and excitement,” said Cheyenne.  
 
As for the future of Latshaw Motors, the company plans to increase their 
inventory as quickly as possible and offer more services to their 
customers, with cost-efficient pricing always remaining a priority.  
 

http://www.latshawmotors.com
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Oil City Boat Club 
 

Thursday, August 17, 2017 
 

4:00 p.m. to ??? 

Grills will be ready at 5:00 p.m. 

$25 per person 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce will  hold its Annual Steak Fry on Thursday,  August 17, 
2017. This exciting and fun-filled Chamber event will be held at the Oil City Boat Club. 
   
You will have the opportunity to pick out a steak and cook it just the way you like it!  All beverages 
(alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are provided.  We encourage you to dress casual so you can take part in 
the games and other activities that we have planned! 
 

www.venangochamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Steak-Fry-Invitation-20172.pdf 

Photo contributors include: 

Timothy Rudisille Photography  

Bright Ideas Photography 

Mike Henderson 
Jill Kellner  

2017 Button Chairperson 

C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
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Thanks again to our  
sponsors and volunteers! 

The Venango Chamber is the proud presenter of Oil Heritage Festival, but it would not be possible to 
accomplish such a great annual event without community volunteers and many partner agencies that assist 
us.  We want to extend a big thank you to all who were a part of planning and execution of this year’s 
festival.  If you have not been involved but would like to be in the future, contact us soon!  We would like to 
highlight our many businesses and organizations, so consider how you might like to get involved. 

We are looking forward to our 40th Oil Heritage Festival 
July 26-29, 2018! 

Thanks to our Raft Race Sponsors!! 

Sincere thanks to Ted and Gail 
Welch for use of office space for 
this year’s Oil Heritage Festival 
Headquarters! 

Parade volunteer Jay Serafin always gets us off on 
the right foot! 
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MEET OUR  

BOARD 
Alan McBride 

Are you hiring? 
 

You can easily share open job positions at your business or organization on the Be Here website!  
 

Just visit beherevenango.org/hiring and fill out the short form.  

Alan McBride has served on our board since the 
beginning of this year and has worked with the Komatsu 
Mining Corp. for six years in recruiting and talent 
management. His position is focused on employee-
development, which has allowed Alan to experience a 
new perspective and truly make an impact on the 
organization. 
 
Alan also serves as VP/secretary of the Chamber’s young 
professionals organization, Future Leaders and 
Entrepreneurs Exchange (FLEX). He enjoys bringing 
Komatsu’s summer interns along to FLEX’s annual 
Summer Kickoff event to expose them to networking 
opportunities in our region.  
 
Outside of the Chamber, Alan also serves as a member of 
the Board of Directors for United Way of Venango County. 
In his free time, he enjoys golfing as a member of 
Wanango Country Club,spending time on the river and 
exploring the area’s many trails.  

Alan loves being a part of a smaller community and feels 
that efforts made to improve the area have effects both 
regionally and globally. He is passionate about drawing 
people to the area and is very proud to work for a global 
engineering base located in Franklin.  
 
“My goals align with the goals of the Chamber, especially 
when it comes to growth in the area,” said Alan. 
“Identifying emerging talent in our region invigorates and 
excites me.” 
 
As a board member, his focus is on implementing the 
strategic plan to cause economic growth and 
development in our region.  
 
“I really want to help create a community where young 
professionals can thrive,” Alan said. 
 
Alan’s passion for the community drives him to continue 
to work towards creating a bright future for the region.  

Vantage Home Medical Equipment & Services has moved and is co-located at The Comfort Connection in downtown 
Franklin at 1283 Liberty Street, from its previous location at 3140 State Route 257. Vantage Home Medical Equipment 
and The Comfort Connection can now meet all of the community’s home healthcare and comfort needs.  
 
The Comfort Connection store showrooms are bright, exciting, and colorful. Each Customer Solution Specialist knows 
the features and benefits of every comfort item in the store. The Vantage Comfort store carries a range of products for 
every lifestyle designed to enhance your daily life, provide comfort in the home, and maintain independence. Vantage 
Home Medical Equipment & Services offers home oxygen therapy, sleep apnea machines and supplies, hospital beds, 
wheelchairs, mobility aids, pediatric equipment, and much more.  
 

In the future, Vantage continues to plan to create additional new services in the region by identifying healthcare 

opportunities. 

beherevenango.org/hiring
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WQLN Turns 50! 

This month, WQLN Public Media will celebrate the 50th anniversary of its 
first broadcast, which occurred on August 13, 1967. It was an amazing feat 
of television production, because on that Sunday night, when the clock hit 
six, WQLN had no film, no cameras, no microphones and no television 
studio. 

So as you can imagine that first broadcast was – if anything – short. But it was 
also memorable, in that it celebrated the culmination of 14 years of very hard 
work, which began in 1953 by a small group of dedicated volunteers who 
believed three things: television could be better, television could teach, and 
every day “Joes” and “Janes” could build a TV station.    

Eventually Edinboro State Teachers College would take an active role in the development of the new TV 
station, especially their director of instructional television Bob Chitester. Chitester’s considerable 
contributions would eventually land him a job as WQLN’s first employee. 

Much of the money needed to build WQLN would come from corporate supporters, but most came from 
individuals. Local PTAs raised a whopping $20,000 through bake sales. Remember, this was in the mid-
1960s when the minimum wage was $1.25/hour, and the average house cost about $12,000. 

By the spring of 1967, ground was broken, a building and transmission tower were under construction, five 
additional staff members were hired and call letters were selected. WQLN stood for “We Question and 
LearN.” 

WQLN and its staff of six never waned or faltered in their frantic pace to first make the “grant-required” 
August 13 deadline, and then to get something on the air. By September WQLN was scheduling programs on 
Sundays from 7 to 11 p.m. and Monday through Thursdays from 6 to 11 p.m. By the end of September, the 
station was also broadcasting educational content to 21 school districts. 

In a few years, WQLN which would forever transform American education with the addition of  Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood and Sesame Street. Mister Rogers taught us to be patient and kind, while Sesame 
Street taught preschool children how to read. Suddenly kids were going to school knowing how to read and 
able to sit attentively in a classroom. 

Looking to the future, WQLN TV and WQLN Radio will always air programming that is educational and 
enriching, the kind of programs that answer life’s eternal questions – and questions about music, science, 
history and how to make the perfect soufflé. And because of the recent FCC spectrum auction, WQLN TV will 
soon have a new and much needed television transmitter and antenna. Soon after that WQLN will upgrade 
its broadcast signal to ATSC 3.0, an IP (Internet Protocol) based standard, which will offer ultra-high 
definition broadcast and broadband designed to integrate with internet content 
to TVs, tablets, and smart phones – all free of charge, over the air. This new 
standard will also give first responders their own proprietary network. 

As exciting as the first fifty years were, the next few will blow your mind! 

Marketing Bootcamp Series Completed 
 
The Clarion University Small Business Development Center (SBDC) held a five-part Marketing 
Bootcamp series in April and May, in Oil City. Joe Polk, owner of Thirteen Ball, a marketing 
company located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was the presenter. Seminars were held over five 
consecutive weeks, and topics covered throughout the Bootcamp series included planning and 
promoting a website, search engine optimization, Google Analytics, promoting a business through social media and 
computer security. The entire series had an attendance of 92 individuals. Co-sponsors for the series were the Venango 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Oil Region Alliance 
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Northwest Hospital Foundation Hosts Ceremony 

 

UPMC Northwest’s walking trail has celebrated its 12 year 
anniversary with a major make over.  As part of its anniversary and 
revitalization, Northwest Hospital Foundation hosted a 
rededication ceremony on Thursday, June 29, at the pavilion 
located along the trail. 
 
Brian Durniok, UPMC Northwest president, began the program by 
stressing the importance of walking as a key indicator of keeping 
the community healthy and as a way of achieving a better quality of 
life.  He shared, “We take great pride as a hospital and, through the 
generosity of many community friends, that we are able to share 
this great addition to UPMC Northwest with not only our own 
employees but with the greater Venango County area.” 
 
Theresa Edder, Northwest Hospital Foundation executive director 
said, “It was a great honor to work with the donors, as well as IA 
Pavers and Kings Landscaping, who made the enhancements to the 
walking trail a reality.  It is something that the entire community, 
from our employees to our neighbors and local students, and even 
our four-legged friends can enjoy for many years to come.” 
 
To conclude the event, a ribbon cutting ceremony and inaugural 
walk was held, led by Frank Gill, Northwest Hospital Foundation 
president, Theresa Edder, Brian Durniok, Dr. Donna Puleio, Dr. 
Stephen Cenedella, Dr. Robert Pilewski, Susan Senko, Chris 
Marshall, Kings Landscaping representative, and Melissa Smerkar, 
assistant branch manager at the Oil City First National Bank, who 
were joined by a group of hospital employees, foundation members, 
and friends. 
 
The Northwest Hospital Foundation recently spearheaded a project 
to provide nearly $80,000 to the hospital to have the entire trail 
paved and entrance areas installed for easier pedestrian access.  
Other trail enhancements included the addition of three rest areas 
featuring benches and landscaping. 
 
On any given day, the trail plays host to not only hospital 
employees and locals getting some exercise, but also to Cranberry 
High School runners in the cross country and track and field 
programs. 

https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.fscas.org/
http://venangocountydailynews.com/
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Main Street News 

The Oil City Main Street Program’s “Music 
on the Square” concert series continues on 
Thursday, August 3, with a performance by 
The Necessary Experience. Further 
information about the band can be found 
at www.necessaryexperience.rocks. 

Last month’s “Music on the Square” performance by The Route 8 
Band was rained out and has been rescheduled for Thursday 
August 17. Route 8 Band plays a mix of country, rock and blues 
and features musicians Bill Warren (drums), Darla Weckerly-
Warren (lead vocals, keyboard, guitar), Rick Sabousky (lead 
vocals, lead guitar), and Nelson Porter (bass).  

“Music on the Square” performances are held from 7 – 8:30 pm on 
event days in the center paved area of the Oil City Town Square, 
and are free and open to the public. Attendees may bring a lawn 
chair or blanket to sit on. The 2017 concert series has been 
funded by the Jack Rowley Charitable Trust. For more 
information, contact the Oil City Main Street Office at (814) 677-
3152 ext. 101. 

Center Street Bridge Party: Saturday August 19 

The Center Street Bridge Lighting Project 
is nearing completion: the Oil City Main 
Street Program is planning a “Bridge 
Party” on Saturday August 19, 7– 9: p.m.! 
Center Street will be closed to vehicles 
that evening. The music, family fun, and 
dancing in the street (on the bridge) begins at 7 p.m… a brief 
dedication ceremony will follow, then we’ll officially light up the 
bridge at dark. Mark your calendars and follow us on Facebook 
@oilcitymainstreetprogram for more details! 

Oil City Uncorked Fall Wine Walk: Friday September 22  

Oil City’s Fall Wine Walk is set for Friday September 22, 4:30 – 

8:30 p.m. in the city’s north side business district! Tickets are $20 

advance, $25 day of event: available online through 

www.oilcitymainstreet.org. Cash/check ticket purchases will also 

be available in August during business hours at the Oil Region 

Alliance Office, 217 Elm Street and Tipsy Chef, 45 Seneca Street. 

Participants must be 21, and a valid photo ID is required at event 

check-in. Wear your comfy walking shoes and sample from 10 

regional wineries as you stroll around town and discover the 

great things downtown Oil City has to offer! Proceeds from “Oil 

City Uncorked” benefit the various 

revitalization efforts of the Oil City 

Main Street Program. For more 

details and event updates, follow 

@oilcitymainstreetprogram on 

facebook, or visit 

www.oilcitymainstreet.org. 

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.safelite.com/
http://www.oilcitymainstreet.org
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Oil City Arts Council Celebrates 25 Years 
 

The Oil City Arts Council continues to present the arts and culture to residents of Oil City and the 
Oil Region. Founded in 1992, the Oil City Arts Council (OCAC) is currently celebrating its 25th 
year of existence. “It has grown tremendously since its inception starting out as one concert in 
Justus Riverfront Park,” said Dan Feroz, President of the Oil City Arts Council. In its beginning, the 
Oil City Community Development Director Judy Downs met with Mayor Barb Davison (Crudo) 
indicating that there was money to be had in developing an Arts program for Oil City. A meeting 
was scheduled shortly thereafter, and along with Judy and Barb, founding members present were 
Libby Williams, Bob Flath, Janet Crawford, and Duayne Simpson. By-laws were written for the 
OCAC, and it continues to be an all-volunteer organization. 

“We have a wonderful, energetic working board of directors, subcommittees, and volunteers in order to help accomplish 
our year-to-year calendar of events,” said Dan. “We also depend on memberships to sustain our viability in the 
community,” This helps to seek funding for many of the events that are scheduled. Musical events include Arts in the Park 

and Arts in the Transit concert series, Oil Country Bluegrass Festival, 
Pipeline Alley concerts, Oil Region Indie Festival, Jolly July 3rd, and 
First Night. 

The Oil City Arts Council also has pioneered a movement of artists to 
Oil City through the “Arts Oil City” relocation program. Artists rent out 
studio space in the National Transit Building, become established, and 
some have bought commercial properties as well as their homes, 
providing an economic boost for the town. A total of 45 artists have 
moved here since the Arts Oil City relocation program began. The OCAC 
also displays and sells artists’ work in the Transit Fine Arts Gallery, a 
unique gift shop with paintings, jewelry, ceramics, glassware, etc. The 
Graffiti Gallery offers six to eight themed shows per year featuring local 
and regional artists. Local artists’ work is also showcased in the Oil 
Heritage Art Show during the Oil Heritage Festival. 

A recent new art affiliation is the opening of the Oil Creek Earthworks 
Pottery Studio, located in the basement of the National Transit Annex 
Building. The studio offers beginning ceramic classes for all ages as well 
as studio time for more advanced potters. 

The growth of the Arts Council from its humble beginnings is something 
Oil City can be proud of. More information about the Oil City Arts 
Council, membership, volunteering, and schedule of events can be 
found by calling (814) 676-1509 or visiting the website at 
ocartscouncil.com. 

CASA Welcomes New Staff and Board Members 

CASA of Venango County is pleased to announce the recent hire of 
Shelly Walters-Thomas as thier new Administrative Assistant. Shelly 
comes to CASA with over 20 years of experience. She is looking 
forward to working with the CASA volunteers, and service provides. 
CASA of Venango County will now be open M-F from 9am-4pm and 
weekends by appointment. 

CASA also announces newly elected Board of Directors; President- Dan 
Feroz, Vice- President Sean Moffatt, Secretary- Maggie Bernecky, 
Treasure- Amanda Hippenstiel, 

Members- Heather Faunce, Ryan Williams, Sherry Kulinski, Susan 
Miller, Bethany Cloonan, Angela Proper, & Kitty Richards. 

    

http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
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A Book Suggestion From a Guy Who Doesn’t Read 
by Kurtis Bell 
 
In researching topics for this month’s article, I ran across the phrase “Your Network Is Your Net Worth.” After a quick 
Google search, I found out this is a book on networking. If you know me, you know it has been years since I have read a 
book in its entirety, so of course I have not read this book.  
 
The book’s title is thought provoking, though. Are we defined by our network? Porter Gale, the author says we are: 
 
I believe your social capital, or your ability to build a network of authentic personal and 
professional relationships, not your financial capital, is the most important asset in your 
portfolio. I believe that seeking out and working in collaboration with others who share your 
interests and values will provide a stronger foundation, enabling you to reach a higher level of 
success than you would on your own. Therefore, I believe that your “net worth” will be based 
not on the size of your portfolio or the size of your network but on your ability to define and 
stay true to your passions and values and that working with other people who share them will 
allow you to build a strong and enduring interpersonal safety net that will carry you through 
any financial calamity to greater output and personal fulfillment. 

 
She, like many others, places emphasis not on the size of your network, but on the quality of 
the connections made and your ability to make genuine connections. 
 
By the time you are reading this, I will already have the book in hand, so be sure to ask me 
how my reading is going the next time you see me. There is a reason I’m making this my 
first read since college. You should take it from a guy who might be allergic to libraries; 
check this book out.  

Tracy Cowles is originally from 
Venango County and after living 
away for awhile, she decided to 
move back home. She is the 
owner of Next Step Therapy, 
located in Seneca, and told us she 
has been "blessed with success" 
in Venango County. She started 
with just a few part-time 
employees in a rented office suite, 
and now owns four separate 
companies and has 35 employees. 
 
You can read Tracy’s full story on our Be Here testimonials 

page, as well as multiple other stories of people who live and 

work in the Venango Area!  

We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at 

www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share 

your story” button at the bottom of the page. 

http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.beherevenango.org/
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Mcfate & Merkel Law Office 

SCORE 

Rossbacher Insurance Agency 

Caldwell Printing Services 

Agway 

Clarion County Community Bank 

Eckert Chiropractic 

Friends of Drake Well Museum 

Hickman Lumber  

The Barnard House 

Clarion University, Venango College 

Steel Valley Authority 

King’s Landscaping 

Komatsu Mining Corp. 

Farmers National Bank 

Bridge Builders Community Foun. 

Hagan Business Machines 

Williams Travel 

 

 
 

Executive Director 

Executive Assistant 

Program Manager 

Intern, Penn State  

Board of Directors 
AUGUST 
  
 4 FLEX Student Luncheon 
   10  FLEX Bonfire Social 
 16 FLEX Monthly Meeting 
 17 Board of Directors Meeting  -   8AM 
 17 Chamber Member Steak Fry 
 30  FLEX  Coffee & Breakfast Chat 
 
SEPTEMBER 
  
   1 6 Cranberry Festival - Morrison Park 

A special thanks goes out to those who 
made our move go so smooth!  The County 
of Venango, Rt. 8 Storage, Caldwell Signs 
and many volunteers. 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
https://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/index.htm
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STUDENT 
Appreciation Luncheon 

Friday, August 4, 12 - 1:30 PM  

Komatsu Mining Corp. Administration Building 

120 Liberty Street, Franklin 

 The Student Appreciation Luncheon is our chance to show 
our appreciation for the choice students have made to 
spend their summer in our community! 
 

Not only do students gain experience and skills through 
summer jobs and internships, but this relationship benefits 
our community in countless ways. Employers reap the 
benefit of the best and brightest students, who bring 
energy and creativity along with emerging technical skills 
to their workplace, and the community has the opportunity 
to engage and invite a future workforce.  

Please RSVP to acowles@venangochamber.org or (814) 676-8521. 

We invite students to join us for lunch and a brief program to show our appreciation before 

they go back to their fall classes. Any college student working in the Venango Area for the  

summer is invited to attend, as well as their supervisor if they would like. If you know of a  

college student working here for the summer, please extend the invitation!   
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You may have met Jessica Ewing–Falco recently, as she has become very involved with the 
FLEX young professionals! Jessica is the manager at her family’s business—Landscaping 
Connections / C&S Hilltop Hardware, in Franklin, and C&S Hardware, in Oil City. She was 
born in Houston, Texas, but both her parents are originally from this area, so they moved 
back to Franklin after spending time away.  
 

Jessica has a very unique story and has accomplished a lot in her professional and personal 
life. After graduating from Franklin High School, she served in the United States Navy for 
five years, where she was based out of Virginia Beach and worked as a Mortuary Affairs 
Officer and served the Active Duty Members who died during service in the Mid Atlantic 
Region. She also coordinated the Navy Burial at Sea program and assisted families to fulfill 
final wishes for deceased Veterans and Retirees of armed services. 

 

While in the Navy, Jessica attended Tidewater Community College where she received her associate’s degree in 
Mortuary Science and Embalming. She then went on to earn her bachelor’s degree in Business Management and 
Marketing from Strayer University.  
 

After living away from Venango County for about 10 years, Jessica decided to come home and help run her family’s 
business and has enjoyed being back in the area. “Being from here and being able to work with people that I have 
known my whole life is a great aspect to my job,” she said.  
 

Jessica’s family’s business was started by her father, who built it out of his passion for serving the area and to meet 
the needs of the community. Jessica works hard each day to help the business grow and uphold her father’s level of 
service and duty. Through the business, she continues to learn about the area and experience new things and she 
enjoys meeting new people who have either been here their whole lives or ventured back after living away, like she 
did.  
 

“Living in a large city was exciting as a young professional and really helped me realize why being from a small area 
is so unique,” she told us. “We are lucky to live in such a wonderful place and enjoy the people that love to live here 
as well.” 
 

Jessica is blessed with two beautiful children, Harper (2) and Jase (8 mo), and spends as much time with them as 
possible. She hopes to continue to work hard in the community to build a future for them. “I love living here and I 
hope they will share that view from growing up here and learning the importance of community,” she said.  
 
Jessica also enjoys spending time on the Allegheny River and attending all of the events and festivals offered in the 

area. She is always excited to visit local businesses and eat in 
local restaurants, to support likeminded entrepreneurs who are 
working hard to support the community. 
 

As a recently new FLEX member, Jessica has enjoyed the 
relationships she’s already started to build and looks forward to 
more involvement with the group and to continue to grow as a 
young professional in our area.  

2 

Ice Cream Social 
 

FLEX held the Oil Heritage Festival Ice 
Cream Social on Thursday, July 20. Thank 
you to the young professionals who 
helped plan the event and volunteered. 
This is a great fundraiser for FLEX and 
way for us to get out in the community!   

http://bbcf.org/
http://www.svmprocleaningbybell.com/
http://www.chirodrkate.com/
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FLEX Membership 
 

To become an official FLEX Member, or “Member in Good Standing,” you just have to fill out our form and pay a 
one time fee of $15. As a member, you will receive a FLEX name tag, have the ability to take a leadership position, 
get discounts at various events, and be able to invest in helping FLEX continue to thrive.  
 

You do not have to be a FLEX Member to come to events. We invite you to attend a social or meeting to decide 
if FLEX membership is right for you before joining. You can learn more about membership and find the form at 
venangochamber.org/how-to-join. If you have any questions, please contact Membership Committee Chair 
Rachel Stiller at r.l.stiller15@gmail.com. 
 
 

Elizabeth Yale is our newest “FLEX Member in Good Standing” and is an amazing example 
of what a young professional can accomplish! She lives in Franklin and is the Priest in 
Charge at St. John’s Episcopal Church.  
 

Elizabeth isn’t originally from our area. She was born in New Jersey, grew up in Bethlehem, 
PA, and moved to Franklin for her position at the Church in July of 2016. She attended 
Allegheny College where she earned her bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and Religious 
Studies, then went on to The University of the South in Sewanee, TN, where she earned her 
Masters of Divinity. After school, she worked as the curate and school chaplain at Holy Spirit 
in Houston, Texas. She discovered a call from God to become a priest at just ten years old 
and reached that goal at the age of 25. 
 

Besides her accomplishment of becoming a priest, Elizabeth has done even more in her life, including completing 
the Lake Guntersville Olympic Triathlon, graduating with a master’s degree, and journeying to Israel for three 
weeks—all within one month! While in Israel, she took a course at St. George’s College in Jerusalem and toured the 
Holy Land. She enjoys traveling and has visited all but three states in the U.S. 
 

In her free time, you can find Elizabeth biking, kayaking at Two Mile Run County Park, practicing yoga, reading 
novels, crafting, baking, volunteering, and watching murder mysteries. She has some food sensitivities, including 
Celiac Disease, Lactose intolerance, and a soy allergy, so she loves eating at Amazing Foods because the staff is 
always helpful in adjusting her meal. She also frequents the Barrow Civic Theatre and enjoys the concerts at 
Bandstand Park—sometimes she even listens to them from her front porch.  
 

Looking towards the future, Elizabeth plans to lead St. John's in growing and sharing their resources with the 
community of Franklin, and she hopes to still be the Church to lead its Bicentennial Celebration in 2026. She also 
has a goal to complete a Doctor of Ministry degree and visit all the states in the U.S., as well as Antarctica.  
 

“I love the small town ability to get to know people and work with them in many different ways,” Elizabeth said. “I 
have been very grateful for the new connections which FLEX is helping me create within the community and with 
other people in my age range.” 
 

We’re very excited that Elizabeth has chosen to make Venango County her home and we look forward to getting to 
know her even more! 

Shirts for Sale! 
 

You can still purchase a FLEX polo shirt! 
Shirts are $25 each and available in both 
men’s and women’s sizes. You can order 
one at an upcoming meeting or event, or 
buy one online at: venangochamber.org/
catalog/flex-polo.html.  

http://www.venangochamber.org/how-to-join/
mailto:r.l.stiller15@gmail.com
http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
http://www.venangochamber.org/catalog/flex-polo.html
http://www.venangochamber.org/catalog/flex-polo.html


 

FLEX       ●       (814) 676-8521       ●       www.VenangoFLEX.org        ●       flex@venangochamber.org 

Check out the Chamber’s Calendar of Events: www.venangochamber.org/calendar 

Where you’ll find FLEX this month:  
 

Student Appreciation Luncheon: Fri. August 4, 12 - 1:30 p.m., Komatsu Mining Corp., Franklin 
 

Campfire Social: Thurs. August 10, 6 p.m., The Barnard House, Emlenton 
 

Monthly Meeting: Wed. August 16, 12 - 1 p.m., Tipsy Chef, Oil City 
 

Coffee & Breakfast Chat: Wed. August 30, 7:30 - 9 a.m., Famoore’s, Oil City 
 

Events & Fundraising Committee Meeting: Thurs. August 31, 6 p.m., Liberty Street Ale House, Franklin 

 

 

OUR MISSION 
 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Second Annual Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew—Huge Success!  
 

Thank you to everyone who joined us at this year’s Bike ‘n  Brew! Whether you were a sponsor, volunteer, 
vendor, or attendee, we appreciate your support of the event. We hope you had a great time and enjoyed 
delicious craft beer, local entertainment, and outdoor activities. Thank you to Chett Delong for the photos: 

Thanks once again to our generous sponsors:  
 

Franklin-Oil Region Credit Union, Oil City Moose Family Center 78, Allegheny Mountain Hardwood 
Flooring, King’s Landscaping, Scierka’s Tavern, Stifel Nicolaus - Franklin, Wagner Family Eye Care 

http://www.venangochamber.org/calendar/
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