
 

“Building a Future for Venango Area Business!”                                                                                          1 

Volume 14 | Issue 7| July 2018 



 

  2                   Venango Area Chamber of Commerce   ●   (814) 676-8521  ●   www.venangochamber.org               

Venango Area Chamber  
of Commerce Group 

Venango Area 
 Chamber of Commerce 

@VenangoChamber VenangoChamber 

venangochamber 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

 

 

 

 

 Welcome New Members 

Venango County Economic  
Development Authority 
Contact: Emily Lewis 
1st Floor Courthouse 
1168 Liberty Street 
Franklin, PA 16323 
elewis@co.venango.pa.us 
Category: Economic Development 

The Venango County Economic 
Development Authority aims to foster 
a diverse regional economy and 
quality of life through strengthening 
the county’s infrastructure, 
workforce, and recreational and 
cultural amenities to create a 
compelling climate for the growth of 
both new and existing businesses.  

Tessa Byham has recently been hired by the 
Venango Chamber as the new Executive 
Assistant. She is a 2014 Edinboro University 
graduate with a bachelor’s degree in 
communications.  

Tessa’s past experience includes working as 
an Eligibility Specialist at the Child Care 
Information Services, Material Analyst at 
McManis & Monsalve Associates, 
Therapeutic Support Staff at North Star 

Behavioral Health Services, and intern at the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. 
Through her various experiences, Tessa has 
earned skills such as time management, 
multi-tasking, organization, social media, 
and promotional material creation.  

The Chamber is looking forward to the skills 
and assistance that Tessa will bring to the 
Chamber. We invite you to stop by after July 
4th to say hello to Tessa! 

Chamber Welcomes New Executive Assistant—Tessa Byham 

SAVE THE DATE! CHAMBER STEAK FRY 

Oil City Boat Club, Rockmere 

Thursday, August 16  |  4 p.m. - ? 

More information will be included in August  
newsletter and at venangochamber.org 
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http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1505497&trk=anet_ug_hm&goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1.npv_24209418_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_spm*4pic_*1
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
http://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
https://twitter.com/venangochamber
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Venango-Area-Chamber-of-Commerce/105969715560
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
http://instagram.com/venangochamber?ref=badge
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Venango-Area-Chamber-Commerce-1505497/about
https://www.youtube.com/user/VenangoChamber
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Like most long standing businesses 
in Venango County, Wanango 
Country Club has seen many changes 
over the past two decades.  
Historically a private golf club, the 
venture into a public-private model 
has brought opportunity along with 
challenges.  Recently, under new 
ownership, the club is sporting a 
positive energy and staff, excited to 
invite you to see the Club at its best. 

Manager Mark London proudly 
remarks: “The golf course is back to 
its original quality condition. It is the 
best it has ever been!” 

Wanango continues to offer the 
option of membership, which 
provides a number of exclusive 
benefits, including reserved tee 
times and member gatherings.  A 
newly remodeled pool is anticipated 
to be available for members in the 
future. Mark comments: “Young 
families are so busy these days and 
we want to offer a place where they 
can bring the kids and enjoy a day of 
recreation and great food, easily 
accessible to both the Franklin and 
Oil City communities.” 

Wanango has long been a choice 
location for special events, which are 
overseen by employees Jess Rosen 
and Alexa Rote. Renovations 
throughout the facility include 
remodeled restrooms and locker 
rooms, with plans for dining room 
and deck improvements. 

Among the newest on staff are chefs 
Eric and Kate Krupitzer. Eric, who 
began his career 22 years ago at 
Wanango, is happy to be back and 
overseeing the kitchen.  

“We are willing to tailor our meals to 
special requests, but have developed 
a menu that seems to be very 
appealing to customers,” he said. 
“Along with typical grill room fare 
such as burgers, we are now offering 
more variety in our daily menu.”  

Tuesdays are ladies days on the golf 
course and provide an opportunity 
to customize lunch with souffles and 
delicious desserts. While Eric is 
working from decades of experience, 
Kate, new to the business, is 
currently studying the art of cooking 
and Wanango customers are 
fortunate to be among the first to try 
her creations, which often appear as 
works of art. The two are frequently 
accompanied by Eric’s daughter, 
Alexa (pictured at left). 

“The crest of Wanango says ‘familia 
omnis’ or ‘family first,” Eric said. 
“This is shown both behind the 
scenes and to our customers, who 
we treat like family.” 

The Venango Chamber will once 
again hold the annual Golf Scramble 
at Wanango, on June 26, which has 
moved to a new month this year. 

Golf committee chairman Carol 
Williams suggested the change. “We 
are hoping we’ll have those who 
regularly golf with us, but 
additionally welcome the many 
visitors who are back in town for 
class and family reunions during Oil 
Heritage Festival,” she said. 

The outing is open to all, with 
registration available online at 
www.venangochamber.org or by 
contacting the Chamber at 676-8521. 

GRILL ROOM HOURS: 
Monday: 4 - 8 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

 

KITCHEN HOURS: 
Monday: 4 - 8 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday:  11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Wanango Country Club: Where Family Comes First 

http://www.venangochamber.org
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Catch the Chamber Each Wednesday on The Stream 

On Wednesday mornings at 8 a.m., you can catch 
Chamber President & CEO Susan Williams on 
the air or on television with Stream 
Television—on local Comcast channel 22, 
Allegheny News Talk Sports Network at 1450 
AM, or online at streammedia.tv.  

Stream TV is the only company in Northwest PA streaming 24/7. 
It reaches cities throughout Venango, Crawford, and Forest 
Counties, and it offers a variety of programs, such as NASA 360, 
Science 360, and the Veterans Program. This local programming 
has been found to be a beneficial advertising opportunity by local 
businesses. Learn more about The Stream at streammedia.tv. 

Community Gardens Continue to Grow 

The Venango Area Community Gardens have had a successful 
second year! For this summer, the group has placed 50 raised 
beds throughout the community, with a couple at the Venango 
Chamber and many at Chamber member locations, including: 
 

 Community Services of Venango  
       County 

 Hand In Hand Christian Counseling 

 Oil City Housing Authority 

 Office of Representative R. Lee James 

 United Way of Venango County 

 Oil City YMCA Younger Days 
 

Many community members and 
organizations have come together 
to make this initiative successful, 
including the Venango Technology 
Center, Bay Tree Farm, Penn State 
Extension and Master Gardeners, 
Mustard Seed Mission, UCIP, 
Franklin Gardeners Association, and 
the City of Oil City. 
 

To learn more about the community gardens, visit their 
Facebook page: facebook.com/VenangoAreaCommunityGardens. 
 
 

http://www.dwgmlaw.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://streammedia.tv/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoAreaCommunityGardens/
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Oil City BridgeFest 

The first ever BridgeFest is happening over two evenings this 
August in Oil City! 

The event on Friday, August  17, will be hosted by the Oil City 
Arts Council on Veterans Memorial Bridge. From 4 to 10 p.m. 
Dead Level and The Probables will perform, and there will also 
be food vendors, art vendors, and children’s activities. 

The Oil City Main Street Program will host the second day of 
BridgeFest on Saturday, August 18, on Center Street Bridge, 
with a DJ and games.  

Support OHF with a Basket Raffle Donation 

We are continuing to accept donations for the Oil Heritage 
Festival Basket Raffle. The Basket Raffle offers an opportunity to 
promote your business while supporting the festival.  

Businesses may donate an entire basket or 
individual items. We also accept monetary 
donations if you are unable to donate items 
but would still like to support the raffle. Items 
and baskets will be accepted at the Chamber 
Office until July 13. You can arrange for us to 
pick up your items, or they can be dropped off 
at our office.  

Congratulations to the VNA! 

Congratulations to the Visiting Nurses Association (VNA) of 
Venango County on the groundbreaking of their new Hospice 
House in Rocky Grove. 

Additionally, Representative R. Lee James visited with the VNA, 

where he had a tour and meeting at their office to gain a better 
understanding of the services they provide (see photos below). 

Learn more about the VNA at venangovnafoundation.org.  

http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.venangovnafoundation.org/
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It all started over forty five years 
ago, when a small group of Venango 
County families came together to 
create a program to provide their 
disabled children with meaningful 
activities.  In 1968, the operation 
known as “Venango Diagnostics 
Center” was moved to Rouseville 
School, where individuals with 
disabilities had the first opportunity 
to work on subcontract work and 
earn a pay check, while in vocational 
training.  In January of 1973, the 
Venango Training & Development 
Center, Inc. (VTDC) was 
incorporated as a non-profit and 22 
trainees were provided with 
programs teaching daily life skills at 
a small facility in Rocky Grove.  In 
1980, serving 60 individuals, VTDC 
moved to its current location at 239 
Quaker Drive in Seneca. 

Since that time, VTDC has increased  
the types of programs available to 
persons with disabilities and has 
also expanded to include services to 
the disadvantaged population, 
expanding their footprint 
throughout several counties in 
Northwest PA. VTDC has been 
nominated and awarded the 
“Outstanding Rehabilitation Agency 
Award” by the Pennsylvania 
Association of Rehabilitation 
Agencies four times since 1993 and 
received the first “Partner of the 
Year” award from the NWPA 
Workforce Investment Board in 
2008.  Today, through a 14-member 
Board of Directors and over 112 
professional and hourly staff, VTDC 
is serving thousands of disabled and 
disadvantaged individuals. VTDC has 

also created a network of over 200 
community partners throughout the 
region.  With the support of federal 
Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program funds, 
those partners are working together 
to support programs and services 
that help youth become the trained 
pipeline our employers need. 

Over the years, VTDC has become a 
premier “Contract Packager” and 
“Commercial Janitorial and Lawn 
Care Service.” Through these 
business services, VTDC provides 
employment for both the individuals 
in their pre-vocational training 
programs and the community at 
large.  Working with over 100 
businesses, through subcontract 
work and placing people in 
employment, VTDC works hard to 
promote economic development and 
progress in our communities. 

To ensure customer satisfaction and 
quality, VTDC developed and 
implemented a detailed “Quality 
Management Strategy.”  Through 
this strategy, they collect 
performance data through customer 
and staff surveys, internal and state 

tracking tools and state and county 
license and monitoring visits. This 
information is utilized to help the 
board and staff focus energies 
towards continual improvement of 
programs and operations.   

Over the years, VTDC has seen 

growth, met the ever changing 
challenges, and continues to 
persevere to meet the training 
requirements of those they serve. 
VTDC creates employment and 

community integrated programs 
that help people to reach their 
highest potential. VTDC is 
committed to developing 

employment opportunities.  They 

still believe that if the individuals 

they serve have a will to work, they 
will find a way for them to work.” 

The Board and staff of VTDC are 

doing just that and look forward to 

ongoing success in the upcoming 

years.  

See the insert in this month’s 
newsletter for information about 

VTDC’s anniversary event. 

Venango Training & Development Center Celebrates 45 Years 

Matric Receives Komatsu Premiere Supplier Award 

Congratulations to Matric Limited out of Seneca for receiving the Premiere 
Supplier Award from Komatsu Mining Corp. This is the third time the business 
has received this award, and the second year in a row. Matric also held a safety 
lunch in celebration of reaching it’s 60-day accident-free milestone.  
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ABOUT 

Gary Jackson Insurance offers auto, 
home, and life insurance along 
with financial services.  Gary is 
an agent of State Farm and he 
looks to provide the best 
possible coverage for customers 
and their loved ones. 

FAST FACTS 

 Gary Jackson opened the 
doors to Gary Jackson 
Insurance on January 1, 
2018. 

 Gary took over the business 
of thirty-two years, following 
the retirement of Roger 
Baker.  

 Gary worked as a Kmart 
retail manager for nineteen 
years in nine different stores.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 

Phone: 
 
(814) 676-1281  
 
Website: 
 
www.garyjacksoninsurance.com  
 
Hours of Business: 
 
Monday & Wednesday: 9-7 
 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 9-5 
 
Saturday: 9-12 

Gary Jackson opened the doors to 
Gary Jackson Insurance on January 
1, 2018, upon taking over the 
business of thirty-two years, 
following the retirement of Roger 
Baker.  

Gary is an agent of State Farm and 
offers auto, home, and life insurance 
along with financial services. Shirley 
Evans, with fourteen years of prior 
agent experience, and Sarah Brown, 
both joined Gary as full-time 
employees, alongside part-time 
employee Tim Hart. 

Gary grew up in Oil City and enjoys 
being able to help family and friends 
that he has known for years. The 
best part of the job for Gary is being 
able to assit and educate customers 
on the different available products 
and working with customers to find 
their best fit.  

State Farm has over 100 products to 
offer. Many people don’t realize the 
benefit of enrolling in certain 
products when they are younger. 
Gary looks to provide the best 

possible coverage for customers and 
their loved ones. 

Gary remarks: “It is very satisfying 
to assist people in better 
understanding their policies. They 
often are surprised at what they 
learn.” 

Prior to entering the insurance 
business, Gary worked as a Kmart 
retail manager for nineteen years in 
nine different stores. Through his 
LinkedIn profile, Gary was made 
aware of the opportunity to work 
for State Farm. The change provided 
a work schedule better suited for 
his family—wife Brandy and two 
school-aged children.  

When he is not working in the office, 
Gary dedicates his time to the board 
of the Oil City YMCA, the Oil City 
Junior Baseball Association, and 
coaching his son’s baseball team. 

Gary will have a tent at the Rocky 
Grove Fireman’s Fair, Cranberry 
Fireworks, and the 4H Fair if you 
would like to meet him and learn 
more about his business endeavors. 

Gary Jackson Insurance 
Finding Customers Their Best Insurance Fit 

https://www.garyjacksoninsurance.com/
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Samuel Justus  

Charitable  

Trust 

Oil City  
Eagles 

F.O.E. 283 

St. Stephen Parish 
Pulaski Club 

of Oil City 

Henry &  Beverly Suhr 

Join us in Oil City at the end of July for the 40th Annual 
Oil Heritage Festival, hosted by the Venango Area 
Chamber of Commerce!  

This year’s schedule of events includes annual 
traditions, such as the raft race, artisan and fine craft 
festival, parade, concerts in the park, and car show, as 
well as new additions, including a bike rodeo, farmer’s 
market, jeep cruise-in, and gospel music in the plaza. 

To celebrate our anniversary, there will be seven days 
of music, with many concerts provided by local 
organizations, such as the Oil City Main Street Program, 
Venango Museum, Oil City Arts Council, and Christ 
Episcopal Church. 

We hope to see you in downtown Oil City for a week 
full of community fun during the 40th Annual Oil 
Heritage Festival! 

Find a schedule of events included in this newsletter and at: 

www.oilheritagefestival.com 

THANK YOU MAJOR SPONSORS! 

Celebrating 40 Years 
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MEET OUR  

BOARD 
Kate Eckert 

More than 100 state and local chamber representatives 
from across Pennsylvania, including Venango Chamber 
President & CEO Susan Williams, gathered in Harrisburg 
on June 5 for Chamber Day at the State Capitol.  

The annual event, co-hosted by the PA Chamber of 
Business and Industry and the Pennsylvania Association 
of Chamber Professionals, provides a forum for dialogue 
between chamber officers and policymakers on issues 
important to the state’s business community and the 
best ways to improve the business climate. 

Participants met with several elected officials 
throughout the day with the keynote luncheon speakers 
being Republican Gubernatorial candidate and former 

state Sen. Scott Wagner. The event also featured policy 
discussions on a variety of critical topics, including the 
upcoming state budget, the state’s opioid epidemic, 
workforce development, federal issues that impact 
employers, and the upcoming 2018 General Election.   

Kate Eckert has served on the 
Venango Chamber board for six 
years, and this is her final year. She 
chose to become involved in the 
Chamber as soon as possible 
following the opening of her 
chiropractic office and took an 
active participation in FLEX, which 
she believes helped her business. 

Kate grew up in Oil City and 
returned to the area to open Eckert 
Chiropractic after receiving a 
bachelor’s degree from Gannon 
University and continuing on to 
graduate school at New York 
Chiropractic College in Seneca Falls. 
Eckert Chiropractic opened on 
February 14, 2011. Kate enjoys 
going to trainings all over the 
country, to help her bring quality 

chiropractic care to our rural 
community. Kate also enjoys 
teaching yoga and doing workshops 
that blend chiropractic and rehab 
with yoga. She incorporates her 
family life into the business, 
bringing her eighteen-month-old 
daughter, Genevieve, and American 
Lab, Bruno, to the office each day. 

Kate lives in Grove City with her 
husband, daughter, and dog, but is 
heavily involved in this community 
through the board and enjoying 
local outdoor opportunities. She 
loves hiking, skiing, riding bikes on 
the local trails, and paddle 
boarding, which is one reason why 
she finds the Venango Area to be 
such a good place to work and play. 
Kate especially appreciates the 

opportunities provided by the 
water in the area. Another reason 
she loves this area is that she is able 
to find healthful opportunities for 
food locally, such as grass fed cows 
and local eggs and produce. 

As a board member, Kate strives to 
be an ambassador. She enjoys 
informing the community of the 
opportunities surrounding them 
and informing other local 
businesses of the benefits she 
receives by being a member of the 
Chamber. She wants people to know 
that they can stay here and be 
successful. She is pleased with the 
results of opening her own business 
in Venango County, and she wants 
others to know that they can have 
the same success here. 

Venango Chamber Attends 2018 Chamber Day in Harrisburg 
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After 10 Thursday evenings devoted to learning about 
how to be a CASA volunteer, Peggy Sass, Cyndi Faunce, 
Wendy Switzer, Elizabeth Staab, Shelly Walters, and 
Cassi Evans were sworn in as the latest Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) in Venango County. The 
ceremony took place at the courthouse in front of 
President Judge Oliver Lobaugh, Senior Judge H. William 
White, and CASA Executive Director Cinnamon Evans. 

Due to the increasing number of dependent children in 
the county court system, CASA will hold another class, 
this time in five Saturday sessions. The new class dates 
are September 22 & 29; October 13 & 20; and 
November 3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

CASA volunteers are appointed by judges to watch over 
and advocate for abused and neglected children, to 
make sure they don’t get lost in our overburdened legal 
and social service system or languish in inappropriate 
group or foster homes. Volunteers stay with each case 
until it has been closed and the child is placed in a safe, 
permanent home.  

For many abused children, their CASA volunteer will be 
the one constant adult presence in their lives. The 
advocate’s work is reported directly to the judge, so he 
can make the best-informed decision possible for the 

welfare of each child. Additionally, other benefits come 
from a CASA being in a child's life. Independent 
research has demonstrated that children with a CASA 
volunteer are substantially less likely to spend time in 
long-term foster care, less likely to reenter care, and 
they get better grades in school. 

Every child has a chance. Please visit the CASA website 
at www.casaofvenangocounty.org and click on the 
volunteer tab for more information and an online 
application, or call 670-0550 to speak with Cinnamon or 
Shelly. Join the CASA movement and be for the child! 

Photo Credit: The Derrick. & The News-Herald 

Lighthouse Ministries/Fisherman’s Network Closing—Final Tribute July 8th 

New Class of CASA Volunteers Sworn In, Another Class Coming Soon 

Lighthouse Ministries of Franklin, Inc., a non-profit 
dedicated to Christian community ministry, is closing 
its operations after more than 20 years of serving 
Venango County.  Organized in 1996 for the purpose of 
bringing Christian radio to the area for the first time, 
WAWN, 89.5 FM went on the air on Nov. 5, 1998. 

Over 30 local churches partnered together through 
Lighthouse Ministries to support this ministry.  WAWN 
was the only AFR station that was self-supporting and 
was the 172nd station to go on the air. 

Desiring to continue to service churches by promoting 
their events and offering administrative services, 
Lighthouse Ministries took a new direction with 
Fishermen’s Network. A database and network was 
established to enable churches to work together to 
sponsor community events and special speakers and 
communicate through an e-newsletter, allowing 
churches to advertise their events free of charge to a 
large mailing list of Venango and surrounding counties. 

As a final tribute to the community for the years of 
support, Lighthouse Ministries/Fishermen’s Network 
will sponsor Eric Horner in concert at Bandstand Park 
in Franklin, on Sunday, July 8, at 7 p.m.   

The public is invited to bring 
chairs and join in the 
celebration of 20+ years of 
ministry.  A free-will offering 
will be received to contribute 
to the ministry of Eric 
Horner Ministries to the 
military.  Rain location: 
Franklin Alliance Church, 
1200 Otter St., Franklin. 

Pictured above: Jane Richey, original station manager 

 

Read more on the Venango Chamber’s blog: 
venangochamber.org/category/news. 

https://www.casaofvenangocounty.org/
http://www.venangochamber.org/category/news/
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Social Media Advice: Updating Your Google Listing 

While Google isn’t a social media channel (unless you’re 
using Google+), it’s essential to have an updated listing. 
What is a Google listing? When searching for your 
business on Google, this is the rectangular box on the 
right side of the screen (or at the top on mobile). 

You want your listing to have updated contact 
information, hours, photos, and more, so people are 
able to find you and your channels easily. 

To begin, you need to verify your business. To do this, 
visit google.com/business, click “START NOW,”, and 
follow the steps. It will ask you for your business name, 
address, category, phone, website, and more. 

After this, you will reach a page where it prompts you to 
verify your business, which will be by a mailed 
postcard. Once you receive the postcard, you can log in 
and continue updating your listing. When signed in, 
you’ll see tabs for info, photos, and more and you can 
update them as much as possible. We suggest adding a 

brief business description, photos of your business and 
logo, hours of operation, and links to your website. 

On the home page, you will also see a section for 
reviews. Customers have the opportunity to write 
reviews and add photos from their experiences at your 
business—yet another way to connect with them. 

Updating your Google listing can be overwhelming, but 
we encourage you to explore the service and do what 
you can to get your accurate information on the web! 

Northwest Commission Regional Planning Manager Sue 
Smith’s is retiring after June.  At the Commission, she 
managed the region’s infrastructure planning and 
development and coordinated transportation planning 
and programming between Clarion, Crawford, Forest, 
Venango, and Warren Counties, and the Department of 
Transportation through the development of the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  She also 
facilitated the Greenways Block Grant Program which 
uses small grants to advance economic growth and 
implementation of the greenways plans. 

Northwest Commission Executive Director Jill Foys, 
stated, “Sue’s career of service to the Northwest 
Pennsylvania region and Venango County is to be 
recognized and respected. During her tenure at the 
Northwest Commission, she has created a foundation of 
relationships and processes that will serve the agency 
well in the future.  On behalf of the Northwest 
Commission Board of Directors and Staff, I wish Sue 
good health and best wishes in her retirement.” 

As a former county commissioner, Sue brought a broad 
range of experience and insight to transportation and 
regional planning.  She plans on traveling during her 
retirement and visiting her children and grandchildren.  

Taking her place is Travis Siegel, currently employed at 
the Northwest Commission as the Project Specialist.  

Siegel joined the Commission in 2007 and over the past 
11 years, he has worked in the economic development 
and community development programs. 

“The Board of Directors and I are pleased to promote 
Travis to a position of program management in the 
agency,” Foys said. “His professional growth during his 
career at the Northwest Commission has prepared him 
well for the role and we look forward to him building on 
Sue’s work and achieving his vision for the 
Transportation Planning Program.” 

He has coordinated the PennDOT Local Technical 
Assistance Program (LTAP) for Clarion, Crawford, Erie, 
Forest, Mercer, Venango and Warren counties.  Siegel 
stated, “I look forward to this role and being a part of the 
Northwest Rural Planning Organization.  Sue has done a 
great job working with PennDOT and the counties we 
serve.  I hope to continue that relationship.”  Siegel 
resides in Clarion with his wife Kelly and three 
daughters, Noelle, Scarlett and Isla.  

Sue Smith Retiring from Northwest; Siegel to Take Place as Regional Planning Manager 

http://www.google.com/business
http://www.northwestpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/sue2.jpg
http://northwestpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/travisstaff.jpg
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The Oil City Farmers’ Market is open for the 2018 season each 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Central Avenue plaza. 

The market is open to vendors 
selling farm-fresh, homemade or 
handcrafted items. About 10 
vendors are registered for this 
season, with more expected to 
come in as the produce season 
peaks.  

This year, the market modified its hours. Vendors may choose 
an early shift (9 a.m.-2 p.m.), late shift (2-7 p.m.), or all day. 
Although the early shift is fairly full, there are open spots 
remaining on the late shift, particularly for produce vendors.  

To create awareness of the market, Market Fest events have 
been scheduled this season, featuring live entertainment from 5
-7 p.m. and are open to additional vendors and community 
organizations. Upcoming dates are Thursday, July 19, and 
Thursday, August 16. “We were excited that The Taco Shack, 
one of our downtown restaurants, is also participating in 
Market Fest events,” stated Bailey. “The combination of street 
food, live music, and locally grown or crafted products makes 
for a great evening.” 

The Oil City Farmers' Market is 
facilitated by the Oil City Main 
Street Program. Interested vendors 
may contact Kathy Bailey in the at 
(814) 677-3152, ext. 101 or 
kbailey@oilregion.org.  

The Main Street Program is also holding “Music on the Square” 
this summer, with a performance by Acoustic Earle on 
Thursday, July 5, and Max Schang’s Trio of Blues on 
Wednesday, July 25, both at 7 p.m. Additional Music on the 
Square events are scheduled for August 2 and September 14. 

Would you like to show your community pride? Oil City Flags 
are available for purchase. Available sizes include: 12.5” x 15” 
garden flag for $13.25, 28” x 40” porch flag for $24.99, or large 
3’ x 5’ flag ($115, special order). The new flags were 
coordinated by the Oil City Main Street 
Program, with initial inventory funded 
through Take Pride in Oil City.  

Flags may be purchased at the Oil Region 
Alliance Office or ordered by credit card 
and shipped for an additional $7 by calling 
(814) 677-3152.  

Oil City Main Street: Farmers Market, Music on the 
Square & Flags for Sale 

http://venangocountydailynews.com/
https:/www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/franklin/quality-inn-hotels/pa328
http://www.glenviewapoth.com/
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Gates & Burns Relocates in Franklin 

The Gates & Burns Realty Franklin office is relocating to 1256 
Liberty Street Suite 100 effective July 1 (directly behind Barr's 
Insurance and near the back door to Feldman's). 

Stop in and visit! Office hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday or anytime by appointment. 
They look forward to seeing you in their new 
location!  

NWPA Oil and Gas Hub Manufacturing Summit 

The NWPA Oil and Gas Hub Taskforce will 
present a Manufacturing Summit titled 
“Growing the Petrochemical Industry in 
Western PA” on Tuesday, September 11, at 
Cross Creek Resort. 

Speakers will include: Joseph Minnette, 
Shell Oil Company; Jerry James, Artex Oil 
Company (Shale Cresent USA); Kevin Acklin, 
People Gas; Martha Moore, American Chemistry Council; Taylor 
Robinson, PLG Consulting (Logistics); Office of Research 
Program Management, WVU; and Supply Chain.  

The NWPA Oil and Gas Hub is a collaborative professional 
resource partnership that exists to promote regional expansion 
and development of the petro-chemical industry for the 
economic revitalization of NWPA and the surrounding areas. 

Check out NWPA Oil and Gas Hub Taskforce at 
www.nwpaoilandgashub.com. If you would like to be a part of 
the Taskforce, please contact Lance Hummer at 814-677-4427 
or lhummer@keystonecec.org.  

Fourth of July Celebrations 

Franklin Festivities: Fourth of July events begin in Franklin 
during the week of June 26 with carnivals, pet shows, music, 
and more, with a fireworks extravaganza on the evening of July 
4th. Learn more at franklinpa.gov. 

Cranberry Fireworks Spectacular: Enjoy entertainment, 
food and fun, with a carnival at the mall June 30-July 2, and 
fireworks on July 2nd at dusk. 

Oil City Jolly July 3rd: Head to 
Justus Park for kids entertainment, 
food and craft vendors, music by 
Mostly Brass and Lawyers, Guns & 
Money, and more, followed by a 
fireworks display at 10 p.m. Learn 
more at oilcity.org. 

http://www.caldwell-signs.com/
http://www.presbyhomes.com/
http://www.smbybell.com_/
http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://nwpaoilandgashub.com/
http://www.franklinpa.gov/
http://www.oilcity.org/
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This month, the Potter Baseball Tour 
will return to the area, and players 
will provide community service and 
play local baseball teams.  

Potter Baseball is built upon four 
tenets that Coach Jeff Potter 
impresses upon players during their 
30-day tour: passion, hard work, 
respect, and selflessness. This tour is 
comprised of young men aged 12-15 
who go from city to city, and has a 
strong relationship with many 
charities, in which they have raised 
thousands of dollars. 

During last year’s visit, the tour 
hosted a clinic at the Oil City Junior 
Baseball fields and helped raise over 
$600 for the Jensin Michael Potts 
Memorial Scholarship. In addition to 
the clinic, tour players performed 
over 200 hours of service.  

This year, players will stay at Camp 
Coffman, where they will work 
around the camp, followed by a CPR 
and first aid class. Each night, they 
will hear local military Veterans 
speak on topics important to teen 
boys to prepare them to become 
future leaders.  

At 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 12, the 
tour will arrive in Oil City for the 
Second Annual Jensin Potts 
Memorial Clinic. The clinic is for ages 
12 and under and taught by tour 
players, who cover position specific 
drills and fielding. At 7 p.m., the Oil 
City Fire Department will host the 
Potter Baseball Tour, a charity 
softball game at the Hasson Heights 
Softball Field.  

Proceeds from the clinic will go to 
the fire department to support their 

Mass Casualty Incident 
Initiative. This initiative 
hopes to increase the 
availability of medical 
supplies throughout 
OCASD and educate staff 
on immediate life-saving 
interventions they are 
able to initiate prior to the 
arrival of first responders. 

The public is encouraged to attend 
this event for a fun night of softball, 
and also speak to our firemen about 
ways the community can help. 

The logistics and accommodations 
for an event such as this would not 
be possible without the 
overwhelming support of area 
organizations such as Scenic Rivers 
YMCA, Bridge Builders Community 
Foundations, Oil City Fire 
Department, VFW Post 464 of Oil 
City, Last Call Tavern, Schwebel 
Baking Company, Aaron’s of 
Cranberry, and the City of Oil City.  

For more information about the tour, 
contact David Guiste at 657-2010 or 
Mike Boocks at 671-8564. For more 
information about the OCFD MCI 
Initiative, contact Captain Derek 
Long at 678-3061.   

Potter Baseball Tour Returns to Venango County 

Yuri  Miyazaki is originally from Florida, 
but was tired of battling traffic, rain, and 
tourists. She ended up landing in Venango 
County, and is happy to call it her home. 
“The thing I love most of all? I love the 
community here in Venango County. I have 
never seen so many people invested in the 
area, its families, and its children,” she said. 

You can read Yuri’s full story on our Be Here testimonials page, 
as well as multiple other stories of people who live and work in 
the Venango Area. 

We want to share YOUR story too. Just visit the website at 
www.beherevenango.org/testimonials and click the “share your 
story” button at the bottom of the page. 

http://www.beherevenango.org/testimonials
http://beherevenango.org/testimonials/
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Good things come to those who wait. Things may come to those who wait. 
By Kurtis Bell, ServiceMaster by Bell 

Abraham Lincoln once said: “Things may come to those 
who wait, but only the things left by those who hustle.” 
We know this to be true because it was said by the same 
man who once exclaimed: “Everything on the internet is 
fact!” Ok, maybe that last part was not the case, but you 
should heed our 16th president’s words when it comes 
to networking. 

Being proactive about developing connections and 
connecting others can really help you build a solid web 
of connections. When I first began in business, I had an 
undersized (non-existent) network.  

Thankfully I was able to identify this shortfall and align 
myself with a group of people that aided in the 
construction of my network. It was this group of go-
getters that taught me about networking, and I owe all 
that I know now to them. 

“So Kurtis, what about the old adage ‘Good things come 
to those who wait’?” That’s great and all, but waiting on 
your network to deliver without building a network or 
maintaining your relationships with your network is 
much like waiting at a restaurant for a meal that you 
never ordered. 

Don’t sit back and wait for something to fall into your 
lap. Even when a huge referral “falls into my lap” from 
my network, what most don’t see are the years I have 
invested in making my network what it is today.  

Take the advice from Honest Abe and a guy that 
experienced first hand what hustle can do for building a 
network. As always, thanks for reading and happy 
networking. 

Chamber and Local Businesses Meet With DEP 

Members of the Chamber’s advocacy committee, along with local 
business leaders and some regional environmental partners, 
recently met with Patrick McDonald, Secretary of Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Environmental Protection, and several of his staff 
members, at Drake Well Museum in Titusville.  

Discussions centered around some potential problems that our 
member businesses and other businesses in the area might be 
facing with various interactions with the DEP, and ways that we 
can help our membership be more informed about how to 
navigate the permitting 
process and their 
necessary interactions 
with the DEP. Valuable 
insight was gained into 
how we can assist our 
members to make their 
interactions as quick and 
easy as possible. 

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.baylessfuel.com/
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JULY 
 
      10 Oil Heritage Committee Meeting, 12 p.m. 
   19 Chamber Exec Committee Meeting 
   19 FLEX Monthly Meeting, 12 p.m. 
   19 Red Cross/ PA Senate After Hours Mixer, 5-7 p.m. 
   21 Bike & Brew 
  26-29 40th Annual Oil Heritage Festival 
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     2 United Way Mixer, 5-7 p.m. 
   3 FLEX Student Appreciation Luncheon, 12 p.m.  
   16 Chamber  Board Meeting  8 a.m. 
   16 FLEX Monthly Meeting, 12 p.m. 
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   30 Clarion University Mixer, 5-7 p.m. 
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UPMC Northwest 
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FLEX Summer Community Involvement 
Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew and Ice Cream Social 

Summer is officially here, which 
means there is a lot to do in Venango 
County! FLEX is looking forward to 
two of our events and fundraisers 
this month during Oil Heritage 
Festival—the Bike ’n Brew and Ice 
Cream Social. 

The Bike ’n Brew takes place the 
Saturday before the festival, on July 
21, in Justus Park.  This year marks 
our third annual event, and we’re 
looking forward to a day full of 
outdoor activities and craft beer 
samples along the Allegheny River. 

The Thursday during Oil Heritage 
Festival, July 26, is our Ice Cream 
Social in Central Avenue Plaza by the 
Oil City Library. We’ll be scooping ice 
cream for the community, as local 

music is playing and children are 
enjoying themselves at the fun fair 
and children’s parade. 

You may wonder—what do craft 
beer and ice cream have to do with a 
young professionals group? While 
these two events are great 
fundraisers to help FLEX create new 
programs and continue to operate, 
the main reason we host these 
events is to get involved in the 
community. 

Being an active young professional is 
much more than attending 
networking events or holding 
meetings; we strive to have a 
presence in our community. This 
helps us to create recognition of the 
group, get to know other people and 

organizations, and play a role in 
helping this area be a great place to 
live, work, and play. 

If you’d like to get involved in the 
community with us, we invite you to 
volunteer. Both events require only a 
few hours of time commitment and 
effort, and every helping hand makes 
a huge difference. 

To sign up to volunteer, just contact 
Ashley, program manager at the 
Venango Area Chamber, at 
acowles@venangochamber.org or
(814) 676-8521. 

Whether you come to help or you 
attend, we hope to see you in July at 
the Bike ‘n Brew and Ice Cream 
Social! 
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You may have already met 
Heather Hondel, as she is the 
summer intern at the Venango 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Besides her internship, where she 
does event planning, marketing, 
writing, and more, she is a server 
at Timber Lake Lodge in 
Titusville. 

Heather is a Venango County 
native and a 2017 graduate of Cranberry High School. 
She is now studying entrepreneurship at Grove City 
College, where she has begun the process of starting a 
business called “dancetracks,” an app to help dancers 
rehearse outside of the studio (learn more about her 
business at dancetracksapp.com). 

At college, Heather also works part-time as a “Crimson 
Caller,” where she contacts Grove City alumni. Some of 
the accomplishments she’s most proud of include 
graduating from Cranberry as Valedictorian, making 
Dean’s List with High Distinction, and placing in 
business competitions at college, in which she finished 

4th place in an elevator pitch competition and her team  
was named a finalist in the Wolverine Venture Battle. 

Dance, theatre, and music are huge passions of 
Heather’s. She has taken dance lessons from Thomas 
School of Dance for 15 years and student taught there 
throughout her high school years. At Grove City, she 
joined the Orchesis Dance Troupe and the Spring Dance 
Company, and also plays flute in the marching band. 
Additionally, she has been choreographing for 
Cranberry High School’s musicals for four years.  

Some other things Heather loves include Jesus, 
sparkles, the color pink, rabbits, scrapbooking, and 
Disney. She spends a lot of time in Venango County 
watching and participating in musicals at the Barrow-
Civic Theatre and enjoys going to the Hunter’s Trail 
Shoots at the Oil City Izaak Walton League. 

In the future, Heather hopes to be the owner of a 
performing arts startup and to further dancetracks’ 
progress with her team. She also hopes to continue 
gaining entrepreneurship knowledge and choreography 
experience.  

Book Recommendation: The Perfect Health Booklet: 
Simple Steps Proven to Transform Your Health 
 
In this short 84-page book, author Ben Azadi 
provides concise and impactful insights 
surrounding wellness, fitness, and infusing a 
successful mindset into your daily life. This is 
a useful resource for entrepreneurs and 
young professionals searching to find that 
happy work-life balance. Written in a 
charismatic and entertaining manner, you’ll 
be able to decide which transformational 
methods work best for your unique lifestyle.  
 
Ben Azadi was our first featured guest in the FLEX Speaker 
Series last month, and you can find additional information about 
him and his book at shredfat.com. 

Student Appreciation Luncheon—August 3rd 

Save the date! Our Student Appreciation Luncheon will be on Friday, August 
3, from 12 to 1:30 p.m. at Komatsu Mining Corp. in Franklin. We invite any 
students, interns, and young professionals to join us. More information will 
be provided in next month’s FYI, at venangoflex.org, and on our Facebook 
page (facebook.com/venangoflex). 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
https://bbcf.org/
http://dancetracksapp.com/
http://www.venangochamber.org/chamber/flex/
https://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX/
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Sydney Herdle is a second-year 
intern at The Derrick and The 
News-Herald, where she spends 
her time as a photographer, 
reporter, and paginator. 

She is a 2016 Franklin High 
School graduate and will be a 
junior at Penn State University 
this coming fall, where she is 
studying photojournalism. So far 
in her college career, one of her 

biggest achievements is being one of few Penn State 
students to attend the Keystone Multimedia 
Conference in Gettysburg. 

Sydney was born in Pittsburgh and lived in Cranberry 
Township, until moving to Franklin in 2008, where she 
has since remained. She enjoys being outdoors and 
participating in activities such as fishing, biking, 
kayaking, and archery. Sydney is also a musician and 

will be playing in the percussion section of the Franklin 
Silver Cornet Band for her seventh year. 

Before college graduation, Sydney would like to get an 
internship at a paper such as the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette or Buffalo News. At some point, she would like 
to open her own photography business on the side, and 
she believes that doing that in Venango County with 
the connections she already has would be great. 

Locally, Sydney enjoys Leonardo's and Amazing Foods 
in Franklin. Additionally, she frequents the bike trail, 
Allegheny River, and Two Mile Run County Park, along 
with attending shows at the Barrow-Civic Theatre and 
concerts in Bandstand Park. The things that she enjoys 
the most about working in Venango County are 
meeting new people and visiting new places and 
events. She is constantly learning more about the area 
through her job, which she has found to be a really cool 
experience. 

The Importance of a Mentorship 

Making professional decisions can be tough, whether 
it’s a career move, new business  idea, or an important 
meeting with a supervisor. You don’t have to be alone 
when doing this, though. You can tap into your network 
or, even better, find a mentor to help guide you! 

One of our FLEX members, Ashley McCauley of 
Rossbacher Insurance, has seen the presence of a 
mentor make a huge difference throughout her career.  

“I can’t imagine making a career move without 
discussing it first with my mentors,” she said. “As 
difficult as it has been to make decisions, I listened 
every time to my mentors and they were always right. 
They saw the big picture when I could only focus on the 
here and now.” 

Some advice Ashley gives for finding and working with 
mentors includes: 

 Find a mentor outside of your field for a different 
perspective 

 Don’t limit yourself to one mentor 

 Make sure your mentor knows your strengths and 
believes in you 

 Ask them questions and don’t pretend to know 
everything 

 Always remind them of your long term goals 

 Listen to the qualities your mentor points out in you 
and use them to your advantage 

Mentoring isn’t mandated training; it’s a voluntary, 
professional relationship that can make a significant 
impact in your professional journey. If you haven’t 
already, we encourage you to seek out those 
professionals you know of who could be great mentors 
and help advise you throughout your career. 

Need help finding a great mentor for you? Don’t hesitate 
to reach out to FLEX! 

http://www.teamrossbacher.com/
https://www.servicemasterclean.com/locations/pa/strattanville/servicemaster-by-bell-3725
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Upcoming Events & Meetings: 
 

•  Events & Fundraising Committee Call: Friday, July 6, 9 a.m. | 
    Call Number: +1 712-832-8330, Access Code: 742 9689 
 

•  Bike ‘n Brew Meeting: Monday, July 9, 5 p.m., Venango Chamber 
    (before Bike ‘n Brew volunteer orientation) 
 

•  Events & Fundraising Committee Meeting: Tuesday, July 17, 5:30 
     p.m., FICDA Office, Franklin 
 

•  Membership Committee Meeting: Thursday, July 12, 5:30 p.m., 
    Liberty Street Ale House, Franklin 
 

•  Monthly Meeting: Thursday, July 19, 12 - 1 p.m., Barrow-Civic  
    Little Theatre, Franklin | Bring your own lunch 
 

•  Bike ‘n Brew: Saturday, July 21, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. biking activities,  
    4 - 8 p.m. brewfest | ohfbikenbrew.org 
 

•  OHF Ice Cream Social: Thursday, July 26, 6-8 p.m., Central Ave 
    Plaza, Oil City | Email acowles@venangochamber.org to volunteer 

We had another successful Summer Kick-Off in June with Outdoor Allegheny River Services (OARS)! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Please join us in welcoming our newest 
FLEX members: 

Interested in becoming a member? Ask  
for a form at the next event or meeting,  
or join online at bit.ly/flexmembership.  

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

 

FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves   
as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  

through civic engagement, leadership development, and networking.  

Alysha Graham 

Brienne Krepp 

Ashley McCauley 

Kathryn Thompson 

Congratulations Zachary Covington! 

Beginning this month, Zachary will step up as president of the Franklin 
Rotary Club, where the motto is “service above self.” He has been very 
active in the community as vice president and youth exchange chairman of 
Rotary, executive director of the Barrow-Civic Theatre, director of many 
local choirs, and vice president for FLEX, and we look forward to seeing all 
he accomplishes as president of the Rotary Club. 



July 20-22 

Annual Hop Homan & Chops Cunningham 

Memorial Softball Tournament 

     Hasson Heights and Mitchell Fields  

July 21 

FLEX Oil Heritage Festival Bike ‘n Brew 

Justus Park     FREE outdoor activities 10AM - 4PM, Brew Fest 5 - 8PM 

Music provided by Oil City Arts Council     Tickets: ohfbikenbrew.org 

Bike Rodeo 

Justus Park     10AM-12PM     Ages 5 -12 

Sponsored by PennDOT & Safe Kids Clarion-Venango  

Oil Heritage Annual Raft Race 

Henry’s Bend to Justus Park     11AM      

Event cancelled if bad weather or dangerously high water       

Sponsored by Cross Adventuring & Franklin Industries 

River Valley Disc Society Disc Golf Tournament 

Hasson Park Course     11AM Shotgun Start 

Entry fee: $10     Optional Ace-Race & CTP: additional fee 

July 22 

Family Picnic in the Park 

Justus Park     12 - 2PM     FREE food & games     Sponsored by Oil City Churches 

July 23-24 

Children's Science Camp  

Venango Museum     10AM - 3PM    Limited to first 20 registered 

More information: www.venangomuseum.org or 676-2007 

July 23 

Music on Main:  Carey On 

41 Main Street 7 - 9PM 

July 24 

Music at the Museum: The Porter/Huber Quartet 

Venango Museum    7PM 

July 25 

Oil Heritage Art Show Reception & Grand Opening  

National Transit Building     6PM - 9PM 

Music on the Square:  Max Shang’s Trio of Blues 

Town Square     7 - 9PM     Rain Location: Venango Museum 

Venango County Humane Society Pet Show 

Justus Park     Registration 5PM, Pet Show 6PM     Ages 12 & under    

Rain location: Under bridge    More information: 673-2808 

July 25-27 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Christ Episcopal Church Annex (16 Central Ave)     10AM-6PM 

All proceeds benefit the Oil City Library projects 

Youth Alternatives, Inc. Tiny Tot Contest 

Children ages 1-3     Deadline to enter July 23     Voting at Headquarters 

Winners announced during intermission at July 27 evening concert 

Samuel Justus  

Charitable Trust 

PRE-FESTIVAL EVENTS 

bloominGails 

Barb Crudo 

H&R Block 

Donald & Wilma Johnson 

Gunter Financial  -  

Group of Raymond James 

Lutz Radiator 

OCP Warehouse 

Oil City Vineyard Church 

Robert M. Pilewski 

Ron & Alice Shoup 

Agway 

Clarion County Community Bank  

First Presbyterian Church 

First United National Bank 

Franklin Oil Region Credit Union 

Giant Eagle Oil City 

Rotary Club  of Oil City 

Reinsel Funeral Home & Crematory 

USA Choice Internet 

THURSDAY ON THE PLAZA SPONSORS 

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 

 GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS  

 SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS 

Electralloy 

Famoore’s Family Restaurant 

Oil City Civic Center, Inc. 

Morrison Funeral Home 

PNC Bank of Oil City  

The Villa Italia Ristorante 

Oil City  
Eagles 

F.O.E. 283 

St. Stephen  

Parish 

Pulaski Club 

of Oil City 

PATRON SPONSORS 

CAR SHOW SPONSORS 

Franklin Oil Region Credit Union 

Central Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

Northpointe   

Oil City Automotive Center, Inc    

UPMC Northwest  

Henry &  Beverly Suhr 

HERITAGE LEVEL SPONSORS 

Oil City  
Eagles 

F.O.E. 283 

July 26 - 29, 2018 
Oil City, PA 

oilheritagefestival.com 



Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Christ Episcopal Church     9AM - Noon 

Old Fashioned Photo Shoot 

Hosted by Bright Ideas Learning Center 

Lyric Theatre, Seneca Street     10AM - 3PM 

$10 per 5”x7”    Costumes provided 

Venango Youth for Christ 

Pancake Breakfast 

Grace United Methodist Church     7:30 - 11:30AM 

Children Ages 5 - 12 $4, Adults $7 

Oil City Firefighters 5K Run/Walk 

Benefiting Oil City Firefighters  

Race begins on West First and Petroleum Street     9AM 

Pre-registration $20, Day of event $25  

Ike’s Children’s Fishing Derby 

Hosted by Oil City Chapter, Izaak Walton League of America 

Waltonia Park     Registration: 8AM,  Derby: 9 - 10:30AM 

Age groups: 5/6, 7/8,  9 - 12   Prizes awarded in each      

Oil Heritage Artisan & Fine Craft Festival 

Seneca Street     9AM - 3PM  

Home Vendor Show 

Venango Museum     9AM - 3PM  

Oil Heritage Baseball Tournament 

 Oil City Junior League Baseball Fields     Time TBD 

Ultimate Frisbee Tournament 

Sponsored by FLEX 

Oil City High School Football Field     10AM - 4PM 

Teams should consist of 7 players 

Entry fee: $35/team, $5/individual (matched to form team) 

 Oil Heritage Art Shows 

National Transit Building, Annex, Graffiti Gallery & 46 Seneca St 

10AM - 2PM 

Oil Rigs 2018: Jeep Cruise-In 

Central Avenue Plaza      1 - 4 PM 

St. Stephen Church Heritage Festival 

St. Stephen Church Parking Lot (State & Front Street)       

Food booth open at 4PM, games 6 - 10PM  

Oil Heritage Festival Parade 

40 Years of Oil Heritage—The area’s largest parade!  

Begins at Orange Street to Seneca Street     Step off: 5PM 

     Oil Heritage Festival Junior Olympics 

Oil City High School Track 

Registration: 8:30AM, Event: 9AM 

Age groups: 5/6, 7/8, 9/10, 11/12 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Christ Episcopal Church     10AM - 6PM 

Oil City Farmers Market 

Central Avenue Plaza     9AM - 4PM   

Venango Chamber Golf Scramble 

Wanango Country Club     11AM Shotgun start 

Pre-registration required 

Oil Heritage Art Shows 

National Transit Building, Annex & Graffiti Gallery     Noon - 4PM 

YWCA Spaghetti Supper 

109 Central Ave, Oil City     4:30 - 6:30PM 

Cost: Adults $10, Children 4 - 12 $5, 3 and under FREE 

Tickets can be purchased at the YWCA or Festival Headquarters 

Take-outs available, drive-thru pickup in the back of building 

OHF Children's Parade 

Lineup: 5PM, Step Off: 5:15PM  

Free Methodist Church of Oil City to Central Avenue Plaza 

Registration forms available until 4PM at Festival Headquarters  

St. Stephen Church Heritage Festival 

St. Stephen Church Parking Lot (State & Front Street)     6 - 10PM 

Children's Fun Fair 

Hosted by Youth Alternatives, Inc. 

Central Avenue Plaza     5:30 – 7:30PM 

FREE games and crafts for children preschool - 6th grade 

Rain Location: YMCA Oil City 

FLEX Ice Cream Social 

Central Avenue Plaza     6 - 8PM   

Entertainment provided by Mostly Brass     6 - 7PM 

Oil City Front Porch Contest 

Central Avenue Plaza     7:30PM     Winners announced 

OHF Queen Crowning 

Central Avenue Plaza     7:30PM 

Concert: Echo Valley 

Central Avenue Plaza     8 - 10PM  

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

Christ Episcopal Church     10AM - 6PM 

Oil Heritage Artisan & Fine Craft Festival 

Seneca Street     10AM - 7PM  

Home Vendor Show 

Venango Museum     10AM - 7PM  

City of Oil City Children's Pool Party 

James A. Nelles Memorial Swimming Pool     Noon - 4PM     

Age groups: 4 - 6, 7 - 9, 10 - 12. 10 & Under must be accompanied by adult 

 Cancelled in case of rain 

Old Fashioned Photo Shoot 

Hosted by Bright Ideas Learning Center 

Lyric Theatre, Seneca Street     10AM  -  6PM 

$10 per 5”x7”  Costumes provided 

Oil Heritage Art Shows 

National Transit Building, Annex, Graffiti Gallery & 46 Seneca St 

Noon - 6PM 

Succulent Pork Chop Dinner in the Park 

Hosted by Boy Scout Troop 17 

Hasson Park Main Pavilion     5 - 8PM 

$10 per meal, Drive-thru take outs available 

Oil Heritage Baseball Tournament 

Oil City Junior League Baseball Fields     5PM 

  Boys/girls from all areas. Divisions: 10U, 12U, 14U and 16U. 

Teams must pre-register with Amy Highfield at 671-9043 before 7/16 

 St. Stephen Church Heritage Festival 

St. Stephen Church Parking Lot (State & Front Street)     6 - 10PM   

Youth Alternative’s 8th Annual Barrel Race 

James A Nelles Memorial Swimming Pool     5PM 

$5 per ticket (barrel) or 3 for $10   

Tickets available at Youth Alternatives (1 Graff St.)  

and Festival Headquarters 

Kimba and Friends Community Drum Circle 

National Transit Building     7PM                                

Bring a cool sounding object, a few extra drums will be available to share                             

More information: 673-3340  

Concert: Dream Machine 

Justus Park     7 - 10PM     $1 Gate Fee 

 

Oil Heritage Car & Motorcycle Cruise 

Seneca Street     Noon - 4PM     $5 Entry Fee 

Dash Plaque, t-shirt, goodie bag for first 100 participants 

Gospel Music on the Plaza 

Sponsored by Christ Episcopal Church   

Prayer service/concert by Echo Valley 

Noon - 2:30PM 

Oil Heritage Art Shows 

National Transit Building, Annex, Graffiti Gallery & 46 Seneca St 

Noon - 4PM 

GET YOUR OHF SOUVENIRS! 

OHF HEADQUARTERS, 211 SENECA STREET 

Wednesday-Thursday, July 25 & 26   10AM - 5PM 

Friday, July 27   10AM - 7PM 

Saturday, July 28   Noon - 5PM 

Sunday, July 29   1 - 4PM 

T-shirts, souvenirs, information, basket and button  

raffle, & more! All proceeds support the festival. 
 

Special thanks to Attorney Ted Welch, building owner of Headquarters 

Find more information & registration forms: 

www.oilheritagefestival.com 

676-8521 • 24 Seneca St, Oil City 
 

Seven Days of Music 

This year, we will have seven days of music! Look for this 

symbol in the schedule to indicate concerts taking place. 

SUNDAY, JULY 29 

Bring your lawn chairs and 

enjoy the sound of  

bluegrass on the plaza! 

In the event of severe weather, concerts will 

be cancelled, unless otherwise noted. 

Classic rock, country, and folk  

from the 60’s to current day 

        SATURDAY, JULY 28 SATURDAY, JULY 28 FRIDAY, JULY 27 THURSDAY, JULY 26 

Concert: Street Level 

“8 piece rock/funk machine”  

Justus Park     7 - 10PM     $1 Gate Fee 

Thursday evening events rain location:  

Grace United Methodist Church (unless otherwise noted) 

The Oil Heritage Festival is proudly presented  
by the Venango Area Chamber of Commerce.  

Fireworks Spectacular 

Fireworks by Pyrotecnico    

Justus Park     10PM     $1 Gate Fee 

All Justus Park gate fees benefit local nonprofits. 
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