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New Visitor Center Opens  
at Venango Museum—See insert for details 
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Kerna Landscaping 
Jonathan Kerna 
33 Kevin Circle 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone:(814) 673-9275 
Fax: (814) 676-3104 
eMail: kernalandscaping@gmail.com 
Website: www.kernalandscaping.com 
Published: Landscaping 
 

Susie Q’s Homemade Ice Cream 

Tambra Sabitini 
349 Turkey Farm Road 
Titusville, PA  16354 
Phone:(814) 657-4560  
eMail: tambra@susieqsicecream.com 
Website: www.susieqsicecream.com 
Published: Ice Cream Shop 

 
Double Bloom Flower Shop 
Helen Mitrich 
233 Seneca Street 
Oil City, PA  16301 
Phone:(814) 677-2973 
eMail:  hmitrich@gmail.com 
Published: Florist 
 
Industrial Truck & Crane, Inc. 
Courtney Cox 
4881 Pittsburgh Road 
Harrisville, PA  16038 
Phone: (814) 786-8700 
Fax: (814) 786-9500 
eMail: raygraff@ITCcrane.com 
Website: www.ITCcrance.com 

Published: Construction Services 

Landscaping, lawn care, landscape maintenance, 
snow plowing, tree removal, spring and fall clean 
up, dump truck and bulldozer service, storm clean 
up ,shrub trimming, landscape installation. 

 

Susie Q's Homemade Ice Cream is the region's 
best and creamiest ice cream. Our ice cream is 
actually homemade in a PA Department of Ag-
certified home location using local dairy and keep-
ing it fresh! We have a large variety of ice cream 
flavors and sorbet that we wholesale through a 
variety of local ice cream shops and retailers. 
Susie Q's is also available throughout the ice 
cream season at events and festivals. 

 

 

We cover flowers and gifts for all occasions! 
Call today to set up an appointment to meet with 
us for wedding or party flowers.  

 

Industrial Truck and Crane, Inc. (ITC) is the      
region's leader in crane/ lift rental and crane   
rigging services. ITC has cranes of various sizes, 
including a 350 ton Grove GMK 6350 all terrain 
crane, the largest in the Pittsburgh Cleveland-
Buffalo triangle. Certified professional crane     
operators and computerized project planning and 
site management assistance are part of ITC's     
services. ITC is also Venango County's provider of 
aerial lift equipment, including manlifts, scissor 
lifts, boom lifts, and telescopic forklifts. Delivery is 
provided. AlturnaMATS/VersaMATS are also 
available for rental and sale. Safety training -    
including OSHA training - offered. 

Venango Area Chamber  
of Commerce Group 

Venango Area 
 Chamber of Commerce 

VenangoChamber 

VenangoChamber 

 

WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 
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Help Us Grow Venango! 

 

We know that good communities make for good businesses and good businesses make for good            
communities! The Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism has a 65 acre industrial park        
located in Sandycreek Township, Venango County. The infrastructure in this Keystone Opportunity Zone 
(KOZ) will all be in place by the third quarter of 2014. 
 

It is now time to begin marketing the parcels for development and the Alliance would like to enlist the   
assistance of our residents to fill the industrial park! 
 

How Can You Help? 
Through interviews, speaking engagements, etc. we want to involve all of the people in Venango County in 
new and existing business growth, by encouraging them to use their established personal networks to 
promote Venango County. We’re asking you to encourage friends and relatives, former high school and 
college classmates, business acquaintances and families who have moved away to relocate back to           
Venango County to establish and expand their businesses in the Sandycreek Industrial Park. 
 

What's In It For You? 
Cash rewards! The Alliance will offer $1,000 cash to anyone who 
provides us with a lead or referral that ultimately ends up in a par-
cel being sold at Sandycreek. Growth will result in better home 
prices, better job opportunities, the possibility of your children  
choosing to stay in the area or choose to return to the area, better 
shopping and better restaurants. Most importantly, the satisfaction 
from knowing that you are part of exciting growth in Venango 
County! 

 

Call the Oil Region Alliance at 814-677-3152 for details. 

OCHS Career Fair Collaborative Training Benefits Students 
 
Each year local businesses attend Oil City High School’s Career Fair 
where students have the opportunity to interview professionals 
about their careers. This year students and I were able to engage 
more effectively compared to years past  because of the in class 
preparation offered by Venango College’s Business Management class 
and FLEX (Venango County’s Young Professionals). These  profession-
als made students aware of proper dress, effective stance, and         
elevator speeches. 
 
 

The help offered by these two groups directly resulted in the positive outcome of the career fair this 
year. Students were able to engage with companies and establish relationships rather than acting as 
spectators. A majority of the students were professionally dressed enabling the career fair to resemble 
that of a real fair they may experience after high school.  Thanks to the help offered by these                 
professionals, the companies attending were extremely impressed and the career fair was effective and 
engaging for the companies and students both. 
 

Written by: Olivia Chapman, Oil City High School Senior 
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Community Playhouse to Hold Auditions 
 

Community Playhouse, Inc. will hold open auditions for 
their Spring Show “Science of Murder“, a comedy, murder 
mystery set to be staged May 30 & 31 at Venango Campus. 
Auditions will be held Saturday, April 5 from 2:00-4:00 and 
Monday, April 7 from 7:00-8:30. 

 

The play has a cast of eight; 5 males and 3 females. MINGUS 
– a power hungry mad scientist, IDIOT – devoted lab          
assistant, PATRICE – maid to Mingus, BABETTE – sister to 
Patrice, rather tomboyish, JANET – doting, subservient wife 
of Franklin, a lab subject, FRANKLIN – strong willed,          
demanding husband of Janet, a lab subject, JOEY – tool belt 
wearing city electrician, CLARENCE – wimpy, whiney        
assistant to Joey. 

 

The show is being directed by Peg Hennessy and produced 
by Jeannine Guth. Any questions call Jeannine at    677-9260. 

We are excited to announce that the Sundance is coming to 
the Oil City Library! We have been selected as part of a 22   
library grant that will allow us to host the Sundance Film   
Forward program in 2014. Pennsylvania is one of 9 interna-
tional destinations selected. 

Film Forward is a "touring program that offers film        
screenings, workshops and discussions designed to foster 
dialogue and cross-cultural understanding." The filmmakers 
will be here for screenings, extended Q&As, and workshops.  

Free screenings will be followed by discussions moderated by 
local filmmaker Matt Croyle.  The thought-provoking films are 
scheduled as follows: 

If You Build It   
4/14/2014  7:00 PM  Oil City Library 

Dancing in Jaffa   
4/21/2014  7:00PM  Venango Museum 

Circles    
4/28/2014  6:30 PM  National Transit Building 

 

For more information contact the Oil City Library  
or visit www.sundance.org/filmforward/ 

http://www.barrsinsurance.com/
http://www.bertklapecinc.com/
http://www.sandykhovis.com/
http://www.oilcityhotel.com/
http://www.sundance.org/filmforward/
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Life Jacket Wear Required By Law:  
NOV.1 TO APRIL 30  

 Boaters must wear a life jacket on boats less than 16 feet 
in length or any canoe or kayak. Recreational boating     
fatalities that occur in Pennsylvania from November 
through April are primarily due to the effects of cold water 
immersion. When water temperatures are less than 70   
degrees Fahrenheit, cold water shock is a major factor in 
boating fatalities. Victims who wear a life jacket when   
exposed to cold water have potentially life-saving           
advantages such as insulation from the cold, buoyancy for 
victims who are  unable to tread water, and reduced risk 
of aspiration of water.  

In an effort to reduce the number of      
fatalities related to cold water immersion, 
the Commission has amended regulations 
to require life jackets to be worn on small 
and unstable boats during the period 
most noted for cold water temperatures. 

 
This information provided by 

Allegheny Notary 

Franchising 101 

 

If you’re considering a franchise opportunity, choosing the     
business that matches your skills, ambitions, dreams, and 
work habits is essential.  

 

Speaker: Ann Dugan, Founder and Executive Director,  
Institute of Entrepreneurial Excellence, University of       
Pittsburgh 

 

When: Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Where: Franklin Industrial and Commercial Development  
Authority, 191 Howard Street Suite 100, Franklin PA  

 

Time: 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm  

 

Call the SBDC at (814) 393-2060 or  
Toll free at (877) 292-1843 
Email: sbdc@clarion.edu  
Website: web.clarion.edu/sbdc/training  

http://www.for-cu.com/
http://www.gillconsult.com/
http://www.hiexpress.com/franklinpa
http://web.clarion.edu/SBDC/
mailto:sbdc@clarion.edu?subject=FaceBook%20Clarion%2001/17/2012
http://web.clarion.edu/sbdc/training
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Trace Lawn and Landscaping Celebrates 20th Anniversary  

 

Trace Lawn and Landscaping has been providing commercial 
and residential customers outdoor maintenance and installation 
solutions in the Western Pennsylvania area for 20 years and they 
intend to do so for many more years. When starting his lawn care 
business in 1994, Brian Trace never imagined being able to       
develop Trace Lawn and Landscaping into the successful full-
service outdoor maintenance company that it is today, but he is 
surprisingly pleased that he has. His plans for the next 20 years 
include continuing to grow his lawn care, landscaping,           
hardscaping, fencing and snow and ice removal product lines and 
building his teams of experienced employees. He also envisions 
controlled territory growth in the immediate future. This 20th 
Anniversary is a great chance to take a minute and look back but he doesn’t intend to take his eyes off the 
future for long.  

 

Trace Lawn and Landscaping was established by Brian Trace in 1994. He started by caring for a small 
number of customers outdoor needs, he and a minimal crew providing the services. As the years passed 
and the quantity and experience of employees increased so did Trace Lawn and Landscaping’s product 
offerings. He purchased Meadville Fencing to add quality fencing products to his list of products. He    
studied snow and ice removal techniques and procedures to develop another product line in 2007. In 
2010, he adopted the LandOpt portfolio of integrated Sales and Marketing, Human Resources, Operations 
and Business Management tools to streamline the businesses processed and procedures. Steady progress 
and customer service has allowed him to build Trace Lawn and Landscaping, Inc. to where they service 
over 200 customer locations and employee over 50 individuals throughout the four season of Western 
Pennsylvania.  

 

About Trace Lawn and Landscaping, Inc.  

 

Trace Lawn and Landscaping, Inc. is a full-service outdoor maintenance and installation company that 
provides high quality lawn care, landscaping, hardscaping, fencing and snow and ice removal to commer-
cial and residential customers. Brian Trace and his team of professionals has been assisting Northwest 
Pennsylvania’s business owners and individuals improve their outdoor areas since 1994. Trace takes its 
motto “Planting for Your Future” seriously by making sure that only the highest quality materials and 
workmanship goes into every job no matter how big or small. Their ability to complete every aspect of 
each customer’s outdoor maintenance and improvements, from design to care, makes Trace Lawn and 
Landscaping, Inc’s the most trusted landscaping company in the Meadville, PA, area. 
Trace Landscaping is located at 11734 N Wayland Rd., Meadville, PA 16335.  Visit them online at  
www.tracelandscaping.com, call them at 814-724-5178. 

First You Walk the Walk 

There is an old saying: "You can't really understand      
another person's experience until you've walked a mile in 
their shoes." Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® asks men to 
literally walk one mile in women's high-heeled shoes. It's 
not easy walking in these shoes, but it's fun and it gets the 
community to talk about something that's really difficult 
to talk about: gender relations and men's sexual violence 
against women. 

Sunday April 27, 2014  

Registration: 2pm 

Speakers and Walk: 3pm 
 

Call 814-676-5476 or email 

kknoxfscas@usachoice.net 

All Proceeds benefit  

PPC Violence Free Network & Shelter 
 

Men are encouraged to bring  

their own high heeled shoes! 
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This time of year, accountants are on everyone’s minds, but professionals like Richar & Associates   
Certified Public Accountant can make your life easier even when tax deadlines aren’t looming. Owner 
Ann Richar has been a CPA for 15 years, working in the industrial and private sectors before opening 
her own practice in June. She opened an office on Route 257 in Seneca and a satellite office inside 
Franklin Insurance & Notary, Inc. on 13th Street in Franklin to provide two convenient locations for 
clients. No matter where you’re located. Ann is also more than willing to meet you at your       
businesses. 

 

One of Ann’s specialties is on-site business consulting. She can come into your business and review 
your accounting practices to offer advice and improvements.  She can help with the decision making 
process to make sure your needs are being met in the most efficient and cost-effective way possible.  

 

This type of consultation can help businesses at any stage, including at startup, when many business 
owners don’t think they can afford the services of a CPA. What’s most expensive, Ann said, is doing 
something incorrectly the first time and having to start over.  Ann also offers payroll services that     
include filing 941/944 quarterly forms, year-end 940 forms and W2s; personal and corporate tax     
returns; and bookkeeping services. Richar and Associates can set your company up with their   Direct 
Deposit service including access detailed electronic paperwork.  

 

In addition to the typical accounting services, Ann is a certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor. She also has 
experience in retail and point of sale systems. All of Richar & Associates’ services are designed to ease 
your mind, to make doing business simpler, and to free up your time to focus on other aspects of your 
business and your life.  

 

Ann is accepting new clients for tax preparation, business consulting, bookkeeping and payroll         
services. She employs one full time and two part time staffers and hopes to grow her business enough 
to add a partner in the near future.  

 

Ann was born and raised in the Rockland area and graduated from Cranberry High School and Clarion 
University. She has lived in Venango County all her life and lives with her husband Tim and their two 
sons Nick, 11 and Logan, 9.  

 

It’s clear from her interactive, hands-on approach to accounting that Ann is an expert who loves what 
she does! If you are stressed about payroll and tax filing, bogged down by bookkeeping, or just need to 
make more time for family or other aspects of your business, maybe it’s time to consult with a CPA! 

2014 Oil Region Career Fair 
 

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Cranberry Mall, 6945 US 322, Cranberry PA 
 
For additional information call Bobbi Haag at Pennsylvania CareerLink Oil Region at 678-5078 
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Bright Ideas 

Everyone Loves Cupcakes...And a Good Story 
Kurtis Bell for ServiceMaster by Bell, Inc. 

 
Through networking with other professionals, you may have found it difficult to develop a connection with 
someone when talking with them about what your company does. On paper, some of us just don't have the 
most interesting jobs for conversation. Lucky for you, there are things you can do to cultivate a connection. 
As the title suggests, cupcakes are very alluring, but a good story will go further in developing a connection. 
 
Now, I'm not saying to tell the story of how your friend had too good of a 
time out on the town last weekend (unless your idea or product is very   
relevant). I'm saying that people connect more with facts presented through 
a story than just having the facts thrown at their faces. 

 

Here is an example of facts being thrown around: As you may know, I work 
for a professional cleaning and restoration firm. We utilize some of the most 
cutting-edge technology in our equipment, as well as a team of chemists to   
develop products exclusively for us. As informative as that statement is, it is 
pretty dry. 

 

Here is another example of facts inside of a story: Recently my company was 
able to help a woman get back on her feet after a furnace malfunction spewed 
soot throughout her home. We used specially formulated products and top of 
the line equipment to restore her home to its pre-disaster condition. She was 
thrilled with the result but was sad to see us go, as she enjoyed having the 
crew around to talk with in the wake of her husband's recent passing. When 
she sent us a card thanking us for the hard work and company provided by the 
crew, it was a great moment to share with the team. We love being able to 
help people in times of need. 

 

Both of these examples covered that we do restoration work, use top-notch equipment, and use specially  
formulated products. Although both contained comparable facts regarding our services, you were probably 
more inclined to connect with the second one as it triggers an emotional response for most people. If you can 
trigger an emotional response, you will be more apt to develop a connection with your audience on the    
subject. Through consistent contact, you can nurture this connection in to a working relationship, and isn't 
that what networking is all about? 

2014 Membership Directories  
and Membership Special Edition 
 

The membership directories will be delivered in April, providing you with the 
premiere listing of local businesses!  We hope it will find a home on the top of 
your desk, as the leading source of  vendors for you and your business. 
 

The Derrick will be publishing our special edition in late May.  Heather Lewis 
will be contacting potential advertisers to help support this valuable publica-
tion, distributed in the daily paper, available online at www.thederrick.com 
and distributed out of our office throughout the year.  
 

You can contact Heather at the Derrick offices at 676-7444 or by email at     
heatherlewis.sales@gmail.com 
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Bright Ideas 

Identity Studios 

Identity Studios 

Identity Studios 

Spotlight on Double Bloom Flower Shop 
 

This year marks 30 years of business for the Double Bloom Flower Shop in downtown Oil City. Helen 
Mitrich bought the business after working there for a short time. Helen chuckles when she says "it just 
seemed like a fun thing to do."  

 

Working out of the same storefront since 1984, Helen has observed many changes 
but also comments on those things that stay the same. The early days of busy lunch 
hours with walking business are now gone, but the request for holiday flowers and 
funeral flowers continue to be very much the same as in the past. One subtle change is 
the increased request for gift items such as wind chimes for memorials, but men will 
always want roses for the ladies. 

 

Helen remarks that flowers continue to be a luxury item and can sometimes be over-
looked. In the early days, a very common order during the holidays was corsages for 
mothers to wear to church. While they still continue to be popular for proms and 
weddings, popularity for wearing them at church has diminished. 

 

Many people have now turned to ordering flowers online and Double Bloom 
will offer this service soon at www.doublebloom.com, expected to be launched 
within the next week. Helen reminds us, though, that it is important to support 
your local flower shop where you can find expert advice on choosing the right 
arrangements and taking the best care to extend the life of your purchase. 

 

As Easter and Mother's Day approach, this is a great time to be thinking of     
putting a fresh flower arrangement on your table as a centerpiece or sending 
flowers to someone you love. Stop by Double Bloom located at 233 Seneca 
Street, Oil City, and don't forget to say hello to Poe the shop dog, who is now 
seven years old. 
You can order your flowers by calling Helen at (814) 677-2973. 
Watch for the launch of the new website at www.doublebloom.com 

2014 Venango Chamber Annual Golf Scramble 
 
As the snow has melted and Spring has sprung, it is time to dust off the golf clubs and prepare for a great 
season of fun on the greens! The Chamber’s golf outing is making a move this year and will be held at 
Wanango Golf Club, Thursday, June 12, with an 11:00 AM start. 
 
As always, the golf outing provides great networking, a few games and good eats throughout the day, 
and ends with a cookout in the late afternoon.  Not a golfer?  Come join in the fun as a volunteer or just 
join us for dinner.   
 
Sponsorships  are invited, as well as donated gift baskets for our auction. 
 
Please see the enclosed registration form to sign up. 
 

 
Thursday, June 12, 2014  
11:00 AM start 
Wanango Golf Club 

http://www.doublebloom.com
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Northwest Commission Finances Venango County Businesses 

 

The Northwest Commission is a non-profit regional resource for business and economic development as 
well as community development and planning.   The non-profit agency is composed of a team of skilled 
professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the Northwest Pennsylvania region 
by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public 
and private sector lines.   

 

The Commission’s Business Financing Program offers loans to 
Venango County for-profit small businesses as well as busi-
nesses located in the counties of Clarion, Crawford, Erie,       
Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, and Warren. With a mission to 
stimulate the growth and expansion of companies in the North-
west      region, the program makes low cost financing available 
to local businesses. The goal is to help small businesses grow, bringing needed jobs and economic      
prosperity to the region. 

 

Quick Facts: 
 Loans are available to both start-ups and existing businesses 
 Maximum loan amount is $200,000 or 50% of a total project’s cost, whichever is less 
 Loan interest rates are fixed for the term of the loan and are typically lower than the bank 
 Collateral is required, although our requirements are more flexible than those of a bank 
 Loans can be made for machinery & equipment, working capital, land acquisition, building   

purchase, building construction and renovation 
 No application fees, annual servicing fees or prepayment penalties 

 

The loan program does not replace bank financing, but rather complements it. “By 
working with area banks, the Northwest Commission’s loan program provides small 
businesses an opportunity to fund projects that may not otherwise happen without 
our assistance,” explained Amanda Slider, Loan Program Manager,  “In 2013, the 
Commission financed over 1.4 million dollars in projects, resulting in 64 jobs to be 
created and 181 jobs retained. I look forward to what 2014 will bring.” 
Small businesses as well as regional banks are encouraged to contact the Northwest 
Commission to see if a project fits the program guidelines. Amanda Slider can be 
contacted at (814) 677-4800 x 115 or amandas@northwestpa.org. 
 

Spring Clean Up Activities Scheduled 
 

Recycling Brown Bag Lunch at VACC  – Wednesday, April 16, 12:00 pm 

 

Oil City Wash Day - Wednesday, April 16 (Contact Public Works at 814-678-3022) 

 

6th Annual Community Shred Event at Galaxy Federal Credit Union,  
 1313 Liberty Street Franklin – Week of April 21, 2014 

 

The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day – April 26, 10 to 2 pm (Locations available April 1) 

 

Tree Planting at Hasson Park – Thursday, May 8 

 

Bulk Metal Collection – Saturday, April 26th, 7:30 am to 12:30 pm, Cranberry Township 

 

SPIFIY (Show Pride In Franklin It’s Yours) – Wednesday, May 7; Rain Date: May 14 
 

Does your community or neighborhood have a spring clean up day planned?  Add it to the chamber’s 
online calendar at www.venangochamber.org/calendar/submit-event 
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Velocity Network Named a Top 100 MSP 
on MSPmentor 501 Global Edition  

 
“Being recognized as a Top 100 MSP on the       

MSPmentor 501 Global Edition is a distinct honor, that as CEO, I attribute entirely to each of our       
Velocity Network employees,” said Joel Deuterman, President and CEO of Velocity Network 

  

Velocity Network has been named as a Top 100 MSP on Nine Lives Media's seventh-annual MSPmentor 
501 Global Edition, a distinguished list and report identifying the world's top 501 managed service          
providers (MSPs). 

 

As is true in virtually all industries, a  company is only as good as its people, and this statement is most  
certainly true here at Velocity Network. Our high quality staff has created strong and lasting client relation-
ships, as well as an extremely efficient service  delivery process; a combination that has enabled us to 
grow, compete, and remain profitable in what we all know to be a highly competitive industry," said Joel 
Deuterman, President and CEO of Velocity Network. 

 

Since 1990, Velocity Network has provided enterprise-level IT solutions to organizations throughout 
Northwest Pennsylvania. From fiber optic Internet and voice service to managed helpdesk support,        
telephone systems and everything in between, Velocity Network is the region's leading IT provider          
because of their continuous investment in technology and their employees, who are passionate about     
providing the right solution. For more information on Velocity Network, visit  www.VelocityNetwork.net. 

Northwest Savings Bank Plans for Community Banking Month 
 

Northwest Savings Bank will observe this year’s theme, Celebrating Communities, with special events and 
activities every Friday from April 4, 2014 through April 25, 2014. 
 

“This year, we’re excited that Community Banking Week has been extended to take place over an entire 
month,” said Kim Reddinger, manager of the bank.  “We’re going to take this opportunity to thank our   
customers and community for their continued support.  We’re proud to call Oil City home, and we want to 
do everything we can to showcase some of the great things our area has to offer.  We invite all of our 
friends and neighbors to visit us during Community Banking Month.” 
 

The celebration will include a bake sale on April 4th to benefit our Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl-a-Thon 
team; free car window washing on April 11th (weather permitting) a wellness fair day with many  commu-
nity organizations distributing information on April 18th, and Hot Dog Day in our parking lots on April 25th 
including chips and water and everyone’s favorite game --- Plinko!  Throughout the entire month of April, 
the branches will be encouraging customers to “LIKE OUR STAFF PICTURE ON FACEBOOK”. The branch 
will donate $1.00 for every like to their Relay for Life team (up to $200)! The   picture will be found on the 
Northwest Savings Bank Facebook page. For each “LIKE” to count, you must also become a FAN of North-
west on Facebook.  
 

In addition to contests, customer appreciation give-a-ways will be handed out to each customer every   
Friday.  
 

“This is one of the ways our bank thanks our community and the people who make it up,” said Ashley 
McCauley, Assistant Manager. “We recognize and honor our community and invite everyone to stop by 
during Community Banking Month so we can visit with them and thank them personally.” 

http://www.velocitynetwork.net/
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 Educational Advocacy  101  
 

A FREE Training Opportunity - Open to everyone  
Registration Required 
 

Date:  Friday, April 25, 2014  
Time: 9:00 am -4:30 pm 
Location: Venango Technology Center  
  1 Vo Tech Dr, Oil City PA 16301 
Light Breakfast and Lunch will be provided 

Instructors:  Sarah Pearce, Anita Brewster 
 

This training was made possible by a Fellowship Grant from 
Clarion University Awarded to CASA of Venango County, Inc.  
 

 Register by email  
to  Cinnamon Evans director.venangocasa@gmail.com   
 or you can call 814-670-0550 ext 2 .   
 
 Please note that dead line for reservations is April 14th .  

Oil Heritage Festival Deadlines 
 
Oil Heritage sponsorship and advertising 
deadlines are  approaching.  
 
The deadline for advertising or placing 
your event in the festival schedule will be 
May 14th.  We should  have your sponsor-
ship commitment by that date as well in 

order to be included in all printed materials.  
 
If you need more information you can visit our website at  
www.venangochamber.org/visit/oil-heritage-festival/ 
 
or call the chamber at 814-676-8521 

Oil Valley BNI Visitor Day! 
 

The local Business Networking International group invites 
you to  their networking event to be held on Wednesday, 
April  23rd from 8-10 AM at The Days Inn Grand Ballroom, 
1 Seneca Street, Oil City. 
 

Join them for a program, continental breakfast and this 
open network marketing opportunity. 
 
The cost is $20 
 
Space is limited . Please RSVP to Rod Adams at 814-673-
4874 or Sandy Koziara at 814-388-9052. 

http://www.northwestsavingsbank.com/
http://www.fscas.org/
http://www.choicehotels.com/
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Venango+Technology+Center&FORM=R5FD1
mailto:director.venangocasa@gmail.com
tel:814-670-0550%20ext%202
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
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Spring Has Arrived  
And  So Has Boat and Kayak Season 
 
Non-powered boats such as kayaks, canoes, inflatable 
rafts and paddleboards are increasing in popularity. The 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) 
is reminding operators of these non powered boats that 
it is important to know what safety equipment and   
regulations apply as well as the registration and launch 
permit options. 
 

Nonpowered Boat Registration Options: 

             

#1) Registration:  Valid for 2 years and entitles you to 
go boating ANYWHERE. Total cost with registration & 
clerical fee is $60.00 
OR 
#2) Launch Permit: ONLY   Valid at Commission lakes 
or access areas, PA state parks or PA state forests . Your 
total cost with the permit & clerical fee is $11.00 for one 
year and $19.00 for two years. 

  

Registration provides additional benefits to the owner. 
By registering your unpowered boat, the information is 
recorded in PFBC system and they can help you and the 
authorities locate it if it is ever lost or stolen. 
 

Registration also makes the renewal process easier. 
Once your boat is registered, PFBC will send you a       
renewal notice three months before the period is up. It’s 
convenient and allows the owner to spend more time 
thinking about paddling and less time worrying about 
whether they renewed their registration or have a      
current launch permit. 
 

In addition to the registration requirement, important 
life-saving equipment is required to be carried on non-
powered crafts. 
 

Stop by ALLEGHENY 
NOTARY SERVICE, 
LLC at 515 East Second 
Street in Oil City 
(across from Rite Aid) 
or call 814-677-6683 
to register your non-
powered boat.  

http://www.cranberrymall.com/
http://www.hagan1.com/
http://www.venangocountydailynews.com/
http://www.nextsteptherapy.net/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
PRESIDENT LORI SIBBLE  Edward Jones Investments, Seneca  
 
V.P.  DAVE SNEDDEN  Hagan Business Machines 
 
SECRETARY BETH HARMAN  Northwest Savings Bank 
 
TREASURER MATT CALDWELL  Caldwell Printing Services 
   
  BRIAN DAWSON  Oil City Library 
     
  DR. KATE ECKERT  Eckert Chiropractic 
 
  EMILY FETCKO  Moxie Media 
 
  BOBBIE HAAG  PA CareerLink 
 
  SALLY HARDS  Webco Industries, Inc. 
  
  BUTCH   
  HARGENRADER  Pepsi Bottling Company 
   
  DR. RYAN JACKSON Gonstead Family Chiropractic 
 
  BILL KAPP  Action Auto Service, Inc. 
 
  WENDY LINEMAN PNC Bank 
 
  DEB LUTZ  Oil Region Alliance 
 
  GREG MERKEL  McFate & Merkel Law Office 
      
  JOYCE MORGAN  UPMC Northwest 
 
  SCOTT STAHL  Oil City Area High School 
 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR SUSAN WILLIAMS swilliams@venangochamber.org 

 
EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT    DOTTIE TAWNEY   dtawney@venangochamber.org 

Taste of Talent Vocal Competition 
  
The Franklin Fine Arts Council will sponsor the 5th Annual Taste of Talent Vocal Competition this summer 
at Bandstand Park in Downtown Franklin.  The competition is open to individual soloists ages 16 & up.  
  
Registration packets may be submitted through the end of April.  Competitions will be held on           
Wednesdays, June 25; July 2, 9, 16 & 23 at 7:00 PM.  Semi finals will take place on Saturday, August 2 at 
7:00 PM and the finals will be held Sunday, August 3 at 4:00 PM immediately following Taste of            
Franklin.  The winner of the competition will receive $1,000.  Prize monies totaling $200 ($100 cash and 
$100 in Franklin Retail Gift Certificate) will be awarded to the 3 semi-finalists.  The Taste of Talent         
competition has been a huge success with audiences of 800 to 1300.  Competitors are quite popular and in 
demand in performing venues. 
  
The Taste of Talent Application packet is available on the front page of the website:  www.franklinpa.gov or 
call 814/437-1619, ext. 123 or email: rbeith@franklinpa.gov 

http://www.fun-bank.com/
http://www.edwardjones.com/
http://www.brightideas-lc.com/
http://www.foreverradio.com/
http://www.gatesandburnsrealestate.com/
http://www.franklinpa.gov
mailto:rbeith@franklinpa.gov
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Venango College S.E.E.D. members enjoyed a mission trip to  
New Orleans, LA for spring break 
 

Six students from the Studying, Exploring and Engaging Discipleship (S.E.E.D.) club of Venango College of 
Clarion University traveled recently to the heart of New Orleans, LA as an introduction to the vast mission 
field. Their goal for the trip was to find meaningful, educational work that would help restore a depressed 
area in New Orleans. S.E.E.D. worked with Camp Restore, a camp that was built to house and coordinate 
volunteers for the city. 

 

S.E.E.D. club members worked for four days at various locations on several projects. They worked along-
side faculty at the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) Leadership School to fix artwork in the Media Cen-
ter, create new artwork for bookshelves, organize a teacher’s materials unit and room, and create bulletin 
boards. 

 

The Metropolitan Center, a facility for victims of domestic violence, welcomed S.E.E.D. to assist with the 
huge volume of donations they’d been receiving that were sitting unused in a garage. 

  

The club also worked to spring clean the Hagar House, a home for women and children still displaced 
from Hurricane Katrina. They washed walls and windows, stoves, AC units, de-weeded the perimeter and 
many additional projects around the house. 

 

Lastly, the students had the opportunity to work at Always Pursuing Excellence Youth Center (APEX), a 
community center for teens and young adults in one of the most impoverished areas of New Orleans. 
The S.E.E.D. Club is planning mission work in Venango County before they go on another trip. If you know 
of projects or service S.E.E.D. can provide, please contact their advisor Casey McVay at 814-393-1229 or 
cmcvay@clarion.edu. 

(From Left to Right: Sitting is Alice Miller, Rachel Hannon, Deborah Hale - 

President. Standing is Casey McVay - Advisor, Emily White - Vice President, 

Christina McCall and Sara Lander.) 

http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://www.chamberchoice.com/
mailto:cmcvay@clarion.edu
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This Calendar of Events is brought to you by:  
4 Your Car Connection, Verify! & Energy Efficiency Solutions 

The Venango Area Chamber of Commerce builds, serves and promotes regional business. 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT # 280 

41 MAIN STREET P.O. BOX 376 OIL CITY, PA 16301  

Address Service Requested 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

May    4:   FLEX First Friday Lunch 

May  15:   Board of Directors Meeting 

May  21:   FLEX Meeting   -  5:30PM 

 

 

    
  

   
 

May    4:   FLEX First Friday Lunch TBA 12PM  

May  15:   Board of Directors Meeting 

May 17: TEDx Oil City Libarary 

 

 

May  21:   FLEX Meeting   -  

  
 
 

 

April   4:   FLEX First Friday Lunch TBA 12PM 

April 16:   Brown Bag Luncheon  -  Recycling 

April 16:   FLEX Meeting  -  5:30PM 

April 17:   Board of Directors Meeting 

April 24:   Mixer  -  Venango Museum 5-7PM 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AVAILABLE 
AT WWW.VENANGOCHAMBER.ORG/CALENDAR 

http://www.4yourcarconnection.com/
http://www.verifyservices.net/
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Leigh Protivnak 
2014  

Young Professional of the Year 

Jessica Gregory, Matt LaVerde, Casey McVay 
Leigh Protivnak, Amber Martino, Elizabeth Griebel 

2014  
Young Professional of the Year 

Nominees 

More than 100 attendees joined in recognizing the  

accomplishments of our region’s young professionals. 

Guest Speaker Eric Harvey 
 Pittsburgh CIO of the Year Checkout the FLEX 

Facebook page for 

more event photos. 

FLEX Presents event photographer 
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www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com 

Connecting Donors to Philanthropy Since 1975 

206 Seneca Street 

Oil City, PA 16301 

P: 814.677.8687 

F: 814.677.3404 

Matt Beith is a native of Venango County.  He grew up in Franklin and upon graduation, he 
vowed never to live in Venango County again.  He spent several years throughout New     
England and Pittsburgh and moved back to Franklin in 2011 to start his career in Real     
Estate with his family’s company, Beith Associates.  For the five years prior to 2011, he   
managed a 180 acre meat production sheep farm in Stuyvesan, NY.  While on the farm he 
developed an appreciation and interest in questions of land use, management, and steward-
ship.  When his management contract at the farm expired, he started looking for jobs in 
which he could continue to explore these questions.  Venango County was the best place for 
him to do so, especially with a career in real estate.  Venango County has a history of        
balancing natural resources against economic growth and he perceives this relationship 
will continue indefinitely.  It wasn’t until he moved back that he realized how much more 
the area has to offer. 
 

Beith has a BA in English Literature from Middlebury College and he is currently obtaining a Master’s Degree in   
Contemporary American Literature from the University at Albany.  His most notable achievements are being      
selected as the 2013 FLEX Young Professional of the Year, as well as President Elect of Franklin Rotary Club, and 
he is honored to have been invited to participate in various other community and civic organizations.  Beith is   
involved in FLEX, YES Franklin, Franklin Fine Arts Council, Rotary Club, and enjoys tennis, hiking (with his dog 
Seamus), and golf.    He plans to encourage every young professional to be engaged in our community, attract 
young professionals from across the globe to Venango County, and ensure the continual prosperity of this place 
we call home. 

Dress For Success 
 

Your resume has managed to get you in the door and you are 
now anxiously awaiting that first interview. It is the morning 
of your interview and you are standing in front of your closet, 
clueless about what to wear.  
 
What is normal attire for employees in the position I am ap-
plying for? Should I dress the way I normally do? Should I 
dress like someone a step above me on the career ladder?  
 
These are all thoughts that may go through your head, so here 
are a few tips to dress for success: 
 
 Always dress in clean, unwrinkled clothing.  
 Dress nicer than what the job you are applying for requires. 
 Make sure that your personal hygiene is at its best. 
 
Yes, this means a suit and tie guys. Once you are hired, you 
may never need that suit again, but it gives your potential   
employer the impression that you really do want this job and 
are trying. This may seem elementary, but take a little time to 
style your hair or tame it. But, most important of all, wear 
that beautiful smile and exude the confidence in your   
abilities that you feel deep down. 

http://www.joilingerie.com/
C:/Users/Ashley Stroup-McCaul/Documents/bickley-script-let-plain[1].ttf
http://www.bridgebuilderscommunityfoundations.com
http://www.somecleanthoughts.blogspot.com/
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Albert “Chip” Abramovic grew up in Venango County. His passion for helping people and 
his strong financial background led him to his career as the Vice President of PennNorth 
Financial Services.  His career allows him to help clients understand areas of uncertainty.   
 
Abramovic has a BS in Finance from Robert Morris University.  His most notable achieve-
ments are being nominated for 2013 FLEX Young Professional of the Year and his work 
with the Sleepy Hollow Youth Golf League.  His passion is golf; in which he coordinated a 
group of volunteers to teach the fundamentals of golf to 20 youths involved in the Youth 
Golf League. His love for the sport allowed Abramovic to use his skills to leave a lasting 
impression.  
 
 Chip serves as a member of the Board of Director for the United Way of Venango County, 

the Franklin Elks and the Venango County Regional Planning Commission. He is also an Elected Official for Myrtle 
Lodge #316 and is a member of the Franklin Rotary Club, FLEX, and the Oil Region Alliance Young Professionals 
committee.  In his free time he enjoys helping his family business, Sleepy Hollow Golf Course.  He plans to raise a 
family in Venango County and continue to help grow Venango County by being an active community member.   
 
If Abramovic moved away, he would miss the people in the community.  He says, “There are a lot of great people 
in Venango County who are willing to help out in a moments notice.  You can’t find that everywhere.” 
 

 

Is social media a foreign world to 

you? Are you currently using social 

media and it just isn’t giving you the 

results you were looking for? 

 No matter your skill level, expertise, 

or business this book is a must-read. 

Jab, Jab, Jab, Right Hook is full of com-

pelling expertise on how to connect 

with your customers and beat the 

competition. A right hook converts 

your social media traffic to sales, 

while jabs prepare your followers for the right hook. Vayn-

erchuk describes thatit is still key to communicate with your 

followers, but now your content matters even more.  

Finding content that is adaptable to social media platforms 

and mobile devices is crucial to landing that right hook. If 

you want someone to buy your product or service, you must 

first provide them with value. As Gary says, “On Facebook, 

the definition of great content is not the content that makes 

the most sales, but the content that people most want to 

share with others.” 

Making Social Media Work for You 

http://www.chirodrkate.com/
http://www.nicolesbridal.com/
http://www.urban-ins.com/
http://www.galaxyfcu.com/
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OUR MISSION 
FLEX represents the needs and interests of Young Professionals by positioning ourselves  

as leaders, entrepreneurs and advocates for the sustainability of the Venango Area  
through civic engagement, leadership development and networking.  

Where you’ll find FLEX in March: 
 

First Friday Lunch  -  April 4th @ noon, Rocko's Pizzeria 
Monthly Meeting  -  April 16th @ 5:30 pm, Venango Chamber Conference Room 
 
 
Chamber events  -   Check out the Business Connector Calendar of Events or 
   www.venangochamber.org 

VenangoFLEX 

Text FLEX to 42828 to be added to our email list                                        email: flex@venangochamber.org 

For your information, there is so much to do in Venango County! 
 

A regular feature of FYI will be announcements pertaining to opportunities for employment, volunteering 
and  activities well suited for the young professionals, but not necessarily exclusive to any age group.  
Chamber  members are invited to submit notices to be included in future editions of FYI.  We request that 
items be brief but informational  (as opposed to advertising), and include contact information for follow up. 
 

Volunteer: April is the perfect month to get involved in a Spring Cleanup Project! 
 

Recycling Brown Bag Lunch at VACC  – Wednesday, April 16, 12:00 pm 

 

Oil City Wash Day - Wednesday, April 16 (Contact Public Works at 814-678-3022) 

 

6th Annual Community Shred Event at Galaxy Federal Credit Union,  
 1313 Liberty Street Franklin – Week of April 21, 2014 

 

The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day – April 26, 10 to 2 pm (Locations available April 1) 

 
Social/Recreational: 
Sundance is coming to the Oil City Library! We have been selected as part of a 22 library grant that will     
allow us to host the Sundance Film Forward program in 2014. Free screenings will be followed by             
discussions moderated by local filmmaker Matt Croyle.   

If You Build It  4/14/2014  7:00 PM  Oil City Library 

Dancing in Jaffa  4/21/2014  7:00PM  Venango Museum 

Circles   4/28/2014  6:30 PM  National Transit Building 

Workforce: 
 

2014 Oil Region Career Fair 
 

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Cranberry Mall, 6945 US 322, Cranberry PA 
 
For additional information call Bobbi Haag at Pennsylvania CareerLink Oil Region at 678-5078 

http://www.venangochamber.org
http://www.facebook.com/VenangoFLEX
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